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Philosophy is the attempt to answer particular questions using transparent and convincing argument. Fundamental philosophical questions are questions about our understanding of the world in general and our place in it. As a matter of principle, these questions can only be answered through controversy. The series Basic Topics in Philosophy aims to provide a space for the discussion of such fundamental philosophical questions. Instead of providing a comprehensive introductory presentation, each volume will take issue with selected historical positions in order to analyse the particular problem and discuss possible solutions. At the same time, the authors will set their own marks and take up positions, so that the result will not be merely a view of the history of philosophy, but also a systematic contribution to the problem under discussion.
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"Es ist das Ethos des Philosophen, seine Begriffe möglichst genau zu definieren. Geert Keil verkörpert das wie wenige, und das macht sein Buch über die Willensfreiheit so erfreulich." Oliver Müller in: Berliner Zeitung 03/12/2007
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