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Editor’s Preface  

 

This volume collects papers written for two conferences in the PR 

of China, one in Chonqing (SWUPL) in 2016 (Van der Braak, 

Bendixsen, Van der Velde/ Zwart, Günther, Mass Immigration ...) 

and one in Changsha (CSU) in 2015 (Alam, Widiyanto, 

Magarotto, Apostolidou), as well two external contributions by 

Peter Cohen and Donald Rayfield. The papers of the Chongqing 

conference will also be published in Chinese translation in the 

Human Rights – Journal of SWUPL.  

A large part of this volume is dedicated to issues regarding 

Muslims. Most of these papers come from the conference in 

Chongqing. However, it was revealing that no paper was delivered 

on this conference (which dealt with minority rights) on the 

treatment of Muslims in China. If China does not have an 

appalling record of slaughtering Muslims around the globe like the 

West (due to its sane peaceful exterior politics) China does 

however today have a most shameful record of Muslim 

discrimination inside the country. In Xinjiang that record is so 

awful that it is not by chance that nobody in China dears to speaks 

of it: it is worse than the terrible interior record of the West. I have 

long been silent about what is going on there for certain reasons, 

so this volume does not contain a paper on this aspect. I shall, 
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however, in the future deal with this dark side of Chinese 

contemporary politics too.  

However, the most burning issue in the present conflict 

with Islam and the daily slaughter and torturing of Muslims is the 

problem of the state of Israel, a topic covered by a shameful 

silence in the west on all levels. As a frightful document of the 

unbearable pressure for suppressing free speech even in an 

academic environment I cite here an e-mail I received from a 

nowdeceased scholar who was at the time one of the most 

prominent representative of humanities in a top position in one of 

the world's leading universities. I received the following e-mail 

after sending a paper raising questions concerning Israel: 

“Dear Hans, I read your letter and attachments with strong  

sympathy. Unfortunately you have come up against a big TABOO. 

Whatever we feel about Israel (and I personally believe the 

Haredim are a menace to the future of that country, and Netanyahu 

has capitulated to them in order to hold on to power), whatever one 

feels we risk being labelled antisemitic, and the journals that print 

our criticism also risk accusations, if they attempt any criticism of 

Israel. I grew up in a liberal school that was 20-25% Jewish, and 

well informed of the horrors of the holocaust; in Princeton I 

supervised liberal secular Israeli graduate students whose 

dissertation topics the department of religion would not risk 
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accepting. We must accept an unwarranted silence, or even more 

unjustified obloquy. For your own sake, can you stay away from 

these tendentious topics? Even my own favorite paper the 

Guardian, is kowtowing. And the USA senators and congressmen 

have been bought by AIPAC subsidies. 

Sorry, but do protect yourself from misreading and the 

antidefamation league!” 

In view of the unacceptable blackmail of the world by bunch of 

despicable people who pretend to represent Jewish interests 

whereas they are merely defending a murderous regime 

endangering world peace and reveling in crimes against humanity I 

am particularly glad to print here an excellent article of Peter 

Cohen who is one of the few intellectuals in Europe who have the 

spine to stand up against the shameful consensus of silence 

dominating western mainstream society. 

 

H.-C. Günther, Müllheim              January 2017     
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