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PREFACE BY THE EDITOR

As the archaeology of the Third Intermediate Period
still counts among the rather neglected fields of
Egyptology it must be highly appreciated that David
Aston has undertaken great efforts to present with
this volume a comprehensive account of Egyptian
funerary customs from c.1100–c.650 BC. It is a period
which witnessed the influx of Libyan population
groups into the Nile valley on an unprecedented
scale as well as the replacement of the New Kingdom
central administration by a number of partly inde-
pendent polities dominated to a large extent by an
elite of Libyan descent. Though the centuries follow-
ing the Ramesside era have been characterised as a
time of political chaos and economic hardships
which were to blame for the apparent dearth of
information on burial practices during that time, the
archaeological evidence as assembled by the author
shows that the issue is not as simple. While the con-
struction of non-royal funerary monuments unques-
tionably came to an end at around 1100 BC the con-
comitant changes relating to other aspects of burial
practice signify that modified attitudes towards the
traditional Egyptian belief system may have played an
important part in the transformation of funerary cul-
ture as well.

In the present book, which evolved out of a 1987
PhD thesis, the author does not only assemble an
impressive corpus of over 1000 tomb groups but also
provides in depth accounts on individual categories
of grave goods. Through careful typological classifi-
cation the author seeks to identify chronologically

significant differences which can be used for dating
associated burials. On the basis of these findings the
author finally delineates the major developments of
burial practices during a period of more than 500
years. In doing so he is able to trace both continuities
as well as innovations. What comes perhaps as a sur-
prise to the reader is the fact that despite the lack of
a centralised state for most parts of the Third Inter-
mediate Period, the extent of regional differences
seems to be relatively small. The major changes to be
observed in Theban funerary culture at the begin-
ning of the 22nd Dynasty may on the other hand be
attributable to influences from the North.

This study surely raises a number of intriguing
questions as to the impact Libyan populations had on
the development of Egyptian culture during the early
first millennium BC and beyond, which ties in well
with the agenda of our research initiative TiMe (Tran-
sition of the Mediterranean 1200–600 BC) to be estab-
lished in the near future. We are convinced that
David Aston’s book will not only figure as a major
work of reference on the material culture of the
Third Intermediate Period for years to come, but will
also spawn a number of complementary studies
which will help to bring this time of great political,
social and cultural dynamics more into focus.

Manfred Bietak, 
Vienna, June 2009
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