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Preface

Animal Metaphors and the People of Israel in Jeremiah is a revised version 
of my doctoral thesis submitted to the University of Aberdeen in 2009. It 
is perhaps providential that before I began writing this volume, I did not 
fully understand the magnitude of the task; had I been completely aware 
of the difficulty of the undertaking, I may never have started in the first 
place. Nevertheless, the hard work has paid off, and I am delighted to take 
this opportunity to warmly thank those who have contributed in one way 
or another to the production of this work.

First and foremost I would like to thank my Ph. D. supervisor Prof. 
Joachim Schaper for his guidance and support in seeing this work through 
from start to finish. His advice to “keep writing” proved to be wise coun-
sel, and were it not for his patience and continual encouragement this pro-
ject would never have been completed. His keen eyes have spared me many 
embarrassments, and his critical comments have sharpened my academic 
skills. It goes without saying that any remaining mistakes are, of course, 
my own.

I would also like to thank Dr Lena-Sofia Tiemeyer and Dr Sharon 
Moughtin-Mumby for reading the earlier draft of this study with great 
care and for their very constructive feedback in my Ph. D. oral examina-
tion. Their comments were extremely helpful and this book has benefited 
from their input.

Prof. Kirsten Nielsen also read a portion of this work and offered a 
number of insightful comments for which I am grateful. I would also like 
to thank Dr Daniel Bourguet, who in a personal correspondence took the 
time to share his thoughts with me about the metaphors in Jer 13:17–20.

I am particularly indebted to David Morgan, who read earlier drafts 
of some of my material, and was always eager to engage in a stimulating 
conversation. Yair Frank was instrumental in helping me track down sev-
eral articles that were not available to me, and I am thankful for his help. 
Also, my appreciation goes out to Heather Surls for her assistance with the 
formatting of this work.

A special thanks is also due to my father Howard Foreman and to my 
brother in law Preston Sprinkle. The three of us share a special relation-
ship: we all were Ph. D. students together at the University of Aberdeen! 
With the three of us working in different areas of biblical studies (Church 
History, New Testament, and Hebrew Bible), we certainly had a num-
ber of interesting discussions! I am grateful not only for their constant 

ISBN Print: 9783525532584 — ISBN E-Book: 9783647532585
© 2011, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Göttingen



X Preface

encouragement, but also for their willingness to read some of my work. 
I would also like to thank the other members of my family in Scotland, 
America, and Israel, for their continual support and encouragement. It is 
no exaggeration to say that this project could not have been possible with-
out it. In addition, I am greatly indebted to a number of family members 
and friends in Israel who made generous financial contributions. Their 
generosity will never be forgotten.

Finally, I would like to thank my wife Yael for her unending support 
throughout the entire writing process. Had it not been for her patience and 
continual encouragement, I could never have completed this venture. She 
has proved to be a woman of valour many times over, and it is with great 
delight that I dedicate this volume to her.

Benjamin A. Foreman Jerusalem, Israel
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chapter 1 
 

Introduction

Focus of the Investigation

The book of Jeremiah is a cornucopia of metaphor.1 From the outset it is 
clear that in order for the reader to properly understand the message of 
the book, s/he will have to come to grips with its imagery. Chapter two 
alone contains metaphors of betrothal, first fruits, cisterns, slaves, lions, 
harlots, vineyards, camels, wild donkeys, thieves, the wilderness, virgins, 
and immoral women. According to Daniel Bourguet, the number of meta-
phors in Jeremiah reaches up to nearly 250.2 It is not an overstatement, 
therefore, to say that in Jeremiah, meaning and metaphor are inseparably 
intertwined.

Although research on metaphor in the Hebrew Bible has blossomed in 
recent years, the study of metaphor in the book of Jeremiah has been ne-
glected. Only a few book-length studies dedicated to metaphors in Jer-
emiah have been published in the past twenty or so years.3 Commentaries 
often do not pay adequate attention to the language and imagery of the 
metaphors and thus their analyses are often imprecise, or even incorrect. 
Sometimes scholars simply translate the metaphors literally into English 
(or another modern language), and offer little or no comment on what 
exactly the metaphors mean. Their analogies are also sometimes misun-
derstood, and the limits of the metaphor are not always clearly delineated. 
In short, an investigation dedicated to the interpretation of metaphors in 
Jeremiah is needed.

There are a number of ways in which a study of the metaphors of the 
book of Jeremiah might be carried out. Since the bulk of the research for 
this project was completed in north-east Scotland, it may be appropriate 
to illustrate this by comparing the book of Jeremiah to a common sight 
in this part of the world: a sixteenth century castle. There are an almost 
infinite number of features which can be admired in any particular castle. 

1 The cornucopia (“the horn of plenty”) is a common symbol of the harvest and is an 
emblem for abundance.

2 Bourguet (1987: 64).
3 E. g. Shields (2004); Bourguet (1987).
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2 Introduction

One might choose to examine the architectural features of the structure 
and compare them with the architecture of other historic buildings from 
the same period. Others may be more interested in what is inside the castle. 
This could also take many shapes. Some may be fascinated by the quality 
and variety of the building’s furniture and in what this has to say about its 
inhabitants. The similarities and dissimilarities of the different rooms may 
catch the eye of others. Still others might focus on one particular room 
and consider its distinguishing features in light of the castle as a whole. In 
short, the exploration of a castle can take many different shapes depending 
on one’s interest. The same thing is true for the study of the imagery of the 
book of Jeremiah. An almost infinite number of approaches are possible, 
and every approach will lead to different results. It is the questions which 
are asked which will shape the nature of the outcome.

In this study we shall direct our attention to one particular “room” in 
the castle: animal imagery. Very simply put, the driving question of our 
study is: How is animal imagery used in the book of Jeremiah? Although 
a number of scholars have researched the animal images in the Psalms4 and 
other books of the Hebrew Bible,5 as far as I am aware, there is to date no 
study which is devoted exclusively to the investigation of animal imagery 
in the book of Jeremiah. But just as the more one looks around the room, 
the more one realises just how much there is to appreciate, an exhaustive 
investigation of all the faunal metaphors would exceed the limits of this 
project. As such, we will have to narrow our focus to one particular di-
mension of the animal imagery in the book of Jeremiah. I have identified 
five entities for which animals are used metaphorically in the book: en-
emies, individuals, foreign nations, God, and Israel. This study will focus 
primarily on the animal metaphors for the people of Israel, although in the 
introductions to the three main chapters of this book we shall also briefly 
survey other uses of animal imagery in Jeremiah so as to offer a fuller 
picture of how animals are used for other topics in the book. My decision 
to focus on these animal metaphors (rather than, say, animal metaphors 
for God, or foreign nations) is motivated by the fact that very few stud-
ies examine the representations of the people of Israel. In a recent collec-
tion of essays on metaphors in the Hebrew Bible, nearly all of the articles 
touched on metaphors for God, and metaphors for the enemies and for 
the self were also treated by some authors, but none of the essays focused 
on metaphors for Israel.6 This is an accurate reflection of the tendency of 
scholars to give preference to the study of divine metaphors. The research 
of metaphors relating to Yahweh’s chosen nation has largely been ignored. 

4 E. g. Riede (2000); Brown (2002: 135–66); Dell (2000: 275–91); Whitekettle (2008: 404–19).
5 E. g. Forti (2008); Forti (1996: 48–63).
6 See Van Hecke (2005a).
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