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Preface

The project of Hebrew Bible / Old Testament: the History of Its Interpretation
stands in a tradition of similar works on the research history of the Hebrew
Bible / Old Testament. Yet it has the intention of presenting something new
and unprecedented. Since the planning of this HBOT Project started in the
early eighties biblical research history seems to have come in vogue, and
various new works on the subject have appeared. However, the need for a
comprehensive research history in the field, written anew in the light of the
current status in biblical as well as in historical disciplines, is still imperative.
More will be said on this in the following Prolegomenon.

Linking back to two aged and renowned predecessors, namely Lupwic
Diester’s monumental Geschichte des Alten Testamentes in der christlichen
Kirche (1869) and Freperic W. FARRAR, History of Interpretation (1886), the
present history will pursue the best of their universal character; and at the
same time it will attempt to overcome their limitations and deficiencies as
well. Both DiesTEL and FARRAR, as most authors in this field, were represen-
tatives of modern European Protestantism, and the History of FARRAR, pre-
senting the Bampton Lectures of 1885, had even an apologetic bias. But in a
new history of biblical interpretation confessional as well as national or re-
gional borders will be crossed, in accordance with the present situation of a
worldwide biblical scholarship.

As for the practical accomplisment, DiesTeL completed his great work alone
and after few years, as did also Farrar. Today it would be hard to compete
with their immense and laborious achievement— for which one can but ex-
press admiration. Instead a scholarly team-work seems now to give the most
appropriate possibility of procedure, and even more so as in our time the
mass of new data, insights and informations on the subject has increased
immensely.

DiesTEL had the intention of giving a comprehensive historical description,
but, for practical reasons, he also felt compelled to confine himself to the
Christian side of the field, leaving mainly out the broad and significant Jewish
biblical interpretation through the centuries as well as elements of Jewish-
Christian interactions in this field at various times. Excusing himself for this
“substantial loss”, DiesteL hoped for a “partition of work”, Arbeitstheilung,
with Jewish scholars (Geschichte, p. v); regrettably, however, that did not
take place, at least not directly. Today it would be inconceivable not to
include the Jewish side of the history of biblical interpretation. Therefore,
Jewish scholars were integrated into the HBOT Project from the beginning;
and one of my first steps in organizing the Project was —during the JIOSOT
Congress in Salamanca 1983 —to make contact with a Jewish Bible scholar,
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namely Professor Menahem Haran, of Jerusalem; during the same Congress
also Professor Henri Cazelles, of Paris, consented to act as a Co-editor,
taking special responsibility for matters related to Roman Catholic exegesis.
In 1987, when Professor Cazelles, for personal reasons, had withdrawn from
the Project, Professor Chr. Brekelmans, of Leuven, kindly replaced him (see,
further, my Presentation of the Project in Biblica 1992).

Coming to the pleasant duty of acknowledgements 1, first of all, should like
to express my sincere gratitude to the distinguished Co-editors of this volume,
especially Professor Haran, without whose guidance and manifold help I
would not have managed a proper inclusion of the Jewish interpretation, and
then, to my Catholic colleagues, Professor Cazelles, for the years 1983-86
that were so important for the establishing of the Project, and thereafter
Professor Brekelmans. For valuable help I also wish to thank Professor Dr.
Rudolf Smend DD, of Géttingen, and Professor Dr. Dr. Norbert Lohfink
SJ, of Frankfurt/M.

Of vital importance for the propulsion of the Project was, from 1987
onward, the contact with Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht and its Publisher, Dr.
Arndt Ruprecht, who has been most generous to the Project and to whom I
am under deep obligation for all his help. Generous financial support from
Forderungs- und Beihilfefonds Wissenschaft der VG Wort GmbH, of Munich,
as well as from the Norwegian Research Council, during the years 1989-92,
and from the Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters, in 1994, and Fridtjof
Nansens Fond, in 1995, all of Oslo, has been of decisive significance for the
Project; and I am deeply indebted to these institutions as well as to my own
faculty, the Free Faculty of Theology, of Oslo. To them all I express sincere
thanks. Also on this occasion, I should like to extend best thanks to my
colleague of Church History, Professor Dr. Oskar Skarsaune, for a lot of
good help and advice, as well as to cand. theol. Terje Stordalen, who served
as Project Assistant in 1989-91 and built the Bibliographical Data base of the
Project, paid by the Research Council, and, finally cand. theol. Richard Lee
Blucher, cand. theol. @ystein Lund and Mrs. Marie Luise Diehl for indis-
pensable assistance of various kind.

Last but not least, I am deeply obliged to the individual contributors of
this first volume of HBOT, who not only have been loyal to its plan and
specific character, but who also, in their respective contributions, for which
they are responsible, have done considerable personal research; thereby they
have fostered biblical and historical scholarship with new insight.

Oslo, in May 1995 M. S.
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Historiographical Problems and Challenges
A Prolegomenon

By MacnEe SzBo, Oslo

General works, mainly on historiography: W.BoDENSTEIN, Neige des Historismus. Emst Troeltschs
Entwicklungsgang (Giitersloh 1959); H. BurTerRFIELD, Man on His Past (Cambridge 1955); idem,
“The History of Historiography and the History of Science”, Laventure de la science (FS
A.Koyre; Paris 1964) 57-68; E.HaLLeTT CARR, What is History? (London 1961); R. G. CoLunG-
woop, The Idea of History (Oxford 1946); B. Crock, Theorie und Geschichte der Historiographie
(Tiibingen 1930); O.Dant, Problemer i historiens teori (Oslo 1986); R. C. DenTaN (ed.), The Idea
of History in the Ancient Near East (New Haven [1955] 1967); W.DraY, Laws and Explanations
in History (Oxford 1957); A.DunkeL, Christlicher Glanbe und historische Vernunft. Eine inter-
disziplinire Untersuchung iiber die Notwendigkeit eines theologischen Geschichtsverstandnisses
(FSOTh 57; Géttingen 1989); H.-G. GADAMER, Wahrheit und Methode. Grundziige einer philoso-
phischen Hermeneutik (Tibingen 31986; ET: Truth and Method, New York 1984); P. GARDINER
(ed.), Theories of History. Edited with Introductions and Commentaries (New York / London
1959); L.GortrscHALk (ed.), Generalization in the Writing of History (Chicago 1963);
H.C.HockerT, The Critical Method in Historical Research and Writing (New York 1955); TH.
S.Kunn, The Structure of Scientific Revolution (International Encyclopedia of Unified Science
11/2; Chicago 1962); P.MeinHoLD, Geschichte der kirchlichen Historiographie I-1I (Orbis Aca-
demicus I11/5; Freiburg / Miinchen 1967); A.R. MiLrarp / J. K. Horemerer / D. W. BAker (eds.),
Faith, Tradition, and History. Old Testament Historiography in Its Near Eastern Context (Winona
Lake, IN 1994); K. Porrer, The Poverty of Historicism (Boston 1957; [Routledge Paperbacks]
London 21961); H.Rickert, Die Probleme der Geschichtsphilosophie (Heidelberg 31924); Ch.
SAMARAN (ed.), Lhistoire et ses méthodes (Encyclopédie de la Pléiade; Paris 1961); K. ScumipT-
PHiseLDECK, Eduard Meyer og de historiske problemer (Aarhus 1929).

General works on the history of study and interpretation of the HB/OT: The Cambridge History
of the Bible (1. From the Beginnings to Jerome, ed. P.R. Ackroyd / C.F.Evans; Cambridge 1970;
repr. 1980; I. The West from the Fathers to the Reformation, ed. G. W.H. Lampe; 1969; repr. 1980;
II1. The West from the Reformation to the Present Day, ed. S.L.Greenslade; 1963; repr. 1978);
T.K. CHEYNE, Founders of Old Testament Criticism (London 1893); R. E. CLEMENTs, A Century of
Old Testament Study (Guildford / London 1976); L. DiesTEL, Geschichte des Alten Testamentes in
der christlichen Kirche (Jena 1869; repr. Leipzig 1981, “Mit einem Nachwort von Siegfried Wag-
ner”, 819-826); A. Durr, History of Old Testament Criticism (London 1910); J.D.G. Dunn (ed.),
Jews and Christians. The Parting of the Ways A.D. 70 to 135 (The Second Durham-Tibingen
Research Symposium on Earliest Christianity and Judaism; WUNT 66; Tiibingen 1992); G. EBEL-
NG, “Kirchengeschichte als Geschichte der Auslegung der Heiligen Scrift”, idem, Wort Gottes
und Tradition (Gottingen 1964) 9-27; F.W.FarrAR, History of Interpretation (1886; repr. Grand
Rapids 1961; 1979); R.M. GranT, A Short History of the Interpretation of the Bible (Philadelphia
1963; 2nd rev. and enlarged edition, with D.Tracy, Philadelphia / London 1984); E. McQuEen
GraY, Old Testament Criticism, Its Rise and Progress: From the Second Century to the End of the
Eighteenth. A Historical Sketch (New York / London, cr. 1923); H.F. Haun, Old Testament in
Modem Research (Philadelphia 1954; 21970, with a survey of recent lit. by H.D.Hummel);
M. Haran, “Midrashic and Literal Exegesis and the Critical Method in Biblical Research”,
Studies in Bible (ScrHier 31, ed. S.Japhet; Jerusalem 1986) 19-48; Cn.KANNENGIESSER (ed.),
Bible de tous les temps (1. Le monde grec ancien et la Bible, ed. C. Mondésert; Paris 1984; 2. Le
monde latin antique et la Bible, ed. J.Fontaine / Ch. Pietri; 1985; 3. Saint Augustin et la Bible,

© 2015, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Gottingen
ISBN Print: 9783525536360 — ISBN E-Book: 9783647536361



Magne Sabg, Hebrew Bible / Old Testament. I: From the Beginnings to the Middle Ages (Until 1300)

20 Magne Szbo
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Selected Christian Hebraists (Cambridge 1989); M.]. MuLper (ed.), Mikra. Text, Translation,
Reading and Interpretation of the Hebrew Bible in Ancient Judaism and Early Christianity (CRINT
I1/1; Assen / Maastricht / Philadelphia 1988); H. Grar ReventLow, Bibelautoritit und Geist der
Moderne (Gottingen 1980; ET by J. Bowden, The Authority of the Bible and the Rise of the Modern
World, London 1984); idem, Epochen der Bibelauslegung, 1. Vom Alten Testament bis Origenes
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J.B.RoGers / D. M. McKim, The Authority and Interpretation of the Bible: An Historical Approach
(New York / San Francisco 1979); J.RocersoN, Old Testament Criticism in the Nineteenth
Century: England and Germany (London 1984); J.RoGerson / C.Rowranp / B.LinDARs, The
Study and Use of the Bible (The History of Christian Theology, ed. P.Avis, 2; Basingstoke /
Grand Rapids 1988); H. RosT, Die Bibel im Mittelalter (Augsburg 1939); M. S£8e, “The History
of Old Testament Studies: Problems of Its Presentation”, “Wiinschet Jerusalem Frieden”. Collected
Communications to the XIIth Congress of the 1.O.5.0.T., Jerusalem 1986 (ed. M.Augustin /
K.-D.Schunck; BEATA]J 13; Frankfurt/M 1988) 3-14; idem, “Hebrew Bible / Old Testament:
the History of Its Interpretation. Report on a New International Project”, Bibl. 73 (1992)
137-143; R.ScHAFeRr, Die Bibelauslegung in der Geschichte der Kirche (Giitersloh 1980);
B.SmaALLEY, The Study of the Bible in the Middle Ages (Oxford [1952], 1983, repr. 1984);
R.SMEND, Deutsche Alttestamentler in drei Jahrhunderten (Gottingen 1989); idem, Epochen der
Bibelkritik. Gesammelte Studien Band 3 (BEvT 109; Miinchen 1991); H. F.D.Sparks, The Old
Testament in the Christian Church (London 1944); C.Sricq, Esquisse d’une histoire de exégese
latine au Moyen Age (Bibliotheque thomiste 26; Paris 1944); B. UrrenneIMER / H. GRAF REVEN-
TLOW (eds.), Creative Biblical Exegesis. Christian and Jewish Hermeneutics through the Centuries
(JSOTSup 59; Sheffield 1988). —R.]J.Cocains / J.L.HouLpen (eds.), A Dictionary of Biblical
Interpretation (London / Philadelphia 1990).

Every discipline of research that is of some age has its specific history,
without which its identity would not be fully understood. It is, therefore,
perceivable that the history of research, as a discipline of its own, in recent
years has become an expanding scholarly matter of concern, both in science
and in humanities, and not least in the field of biblical studies. It may be
maintained that the writing of the history of studies increasingly seems to be
regarded as a significant scholarly challenge.

1. In view of a broader context of the present new History of biblical studies
two introductory remarks of a general character may be relevant.

First, historiography of research is, methodically, not different from any
other kind of historiography, each kind having its distinct character accord-
ing to its specific object and setting. A critical history of the study and
interpretation of the Hebrew Bible / Old Testament through the centuries
has definitely a most specific object of its own; at the same time, however,
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it will be but a part of cultural and social history in general as well as of
ecclesiastical history and Bible studies in particular (cf. MeiNHOLD; EBELING).

Second, the basic and partly philosophical questions of what ‘history’ and
‘historiography’ really might be cannot, for obvious reasons, be discussed as
such or at any length on this occasion, and far less so as the opinions
concerning these issues among historians and other scholars occupied with
historiography are considerably divergent. This may be demonstrated quickly
by reading the selected general works listed above, which may be regarded
as representative today, not to speak of many others not listed.! But, on the
other hand, it would be neither wise nor advisable, on this occasion, to avoid
any discussion of methodological problems regarding ‘history’ and ‘histori-
ography’, and even more so as existing histories of Old Testament studies
apparently presuppose and involve, in this way or another, different methodi-
cal approaches. A brief presentation and discussion of some historiographical
problems, related to present works in the field, might therefore be considered
appropriate as a Prolegomenon. Possibly, it may even bring about some
clarification of the task and methodical procedure lying ahead.

2. The histories and surveys of the study of the Hebrew Bible / Old
Testament are of very diverse kind, differing from each other both in struc-
ture and content. Instead of going into a detailed discussion of the most
outstanding histories —whereby a short history of research histories of the
HB/OT might have been given —some main trends will be focused upon,
primarily trends that may have an actual bearing on the question of what the
character and function of a ‘historiography’ might be in this case.

When sorting the vast and variegated literature on the history of the study
of the Hebrew Bible / Old Testament, including also the broader use of it
through the ages, the literature may be categorized in most different ways.
Here, some distinctions will be presented that have — mirabile dictu —been
given little or no attention among scholars.

First, the literature may be divided into two groups related to two different
aspects of the ‘history of the Bible’ that tend to go in opposite directions.

In the one group, the Bible may be said to be the influential subject or the
‘motor’ of the history. For, from the beginning, the Bible has been of great
and varied influence and has had a complex Wirkungsgeschichte, in the proper
sense of the word. The literature focusing upon this aspect may occasionally
represent a kind of story-telling of how the Bible made its way under different
conditions, from language to language, from people to people, through the
centuries. In general, although varying in extent, one has here focused par-
ticularly upon the great impact of the Bible on Church life and theology, and
beyond that, also on a people’s culture, art and literature, and even on its
social life and political laws.

Though, in all this, some interpretation of biblical texts normally has been
involved, biblical interpretation is, however, first of all characteristic of the
other group of literature, where the Hebrew Bible / Old Testament mainly

! The anthology edited by Gardiner, Theories of History (1959), may serve as an introduction
to the subject, demonstrating well its deep complexity.
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has been regarded as the object of an individual’s or a group’s scrutiny. In
biblical studies, then, above all in their scholarly part, it is the interpretation,
in the sense of hermeneutical and theological understanding as well as of
methodical exegesis of the biblical text, that has been predominant. It has
constituted another approach and ‘history’ than the first one; in addition, it
may implicate the acceptance or refusal of the Bible as a received text. In this
respect, the history has not least the character of being a theologically — and
historiographically — significant reception history, especially as the Bible as
canon of Holy Scriptures is concerned.

The distinction between these two aspects and groups of literature is surely
not a question of right or wrong approach, because both aspects have their
rights and merits in the history writing. Although being somewhat abstract
and ideal, the distinction may, however, contribute to some clarification of
the character and purpose of historical works and studies, especially of those
that are combining both aspects in one survey.

Thus, for DiesteL the scope of his History was threefold, comprising the
history of exegesis and of the variegated theological assessment of the Old
Testament and also of the impact of the Old Testament on the Church life
in general as well as on the culture and art and even on the social order of
‘Christian societies’. Paying due attention to this extensive influence of the
Old Testament it was scarcely at random that he named his book History of
the Old Testament in the Christian Church.? In recent times, the volumes of
The Cambridge History of the Bible and of Bible de tous les temps, like the
History of DiesTEL, combine these two different aspects; but to a greater
extent they focus on a very broad range of various influences of the Bible —
both the Old and the New Testament—upon the areas of practical and
theological Church life, including the rich history of Bible translations,’ as
well as on cultural life in broadest sense.* Differently, FARRAR concentrated
his History of Interpretation explicitly on the history of scrutiny and varying
exegesis of the Bible, mostly of the Old Testament. In this century, McQUEEN
Gray and Kraus, for the time of the Reformation onward, and recently Grar
RevenTLOW, have proceeded along the same line.

In the perspective of these two different aspects of history writing, having
really a deep shift in approach between them, the present project of Hebrew
Bible / Old Testament: the History of Its Interpretatzon definitely represents the
latter approach that simply may be called ‘History of the study of the Bible’;
thereby ‘history of study’ is primarily seen as an interpretation and reception
history.

Second, the literature on the study and interpretation of the Hebrew Bible /
Old Testament may also be divided into two groups of another and more

2 Geschichte, iii; at the same place he also says that his History is going to fill a gap in the
scholarly literature by presenting “eine umfassende Darstellung der Art und Weise, wie das Alte
Testament innerhalb der christlichen Kirche, von Beginn an bis auf die Gegenwart, wissen-
schaftlich behandelt, theologisch aufgefasst und practisch verwerthet worden ist”.

3 Cf. also D.F.WriGHT (ed.), The Bible in Scottish Life and Literature (Edinburgh 1988).

¢ Cf. Karpp, Schrift (1992) 1-7.
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formal kind. For, on the one hand, there is a group of many and specialized
studies and monographs, discussing primarily minor parts or special topics of
this history; and this group is by far the greatest one. On the other hand,
there is a relatively small group of books and works that cover the history at
length, either the whole of it (like the Histories of DiesteL, FARRAR and
McQuEeN GRray, up to their time, and later GRANT, in a popular manner) or
some greater part of it (like CHEYNE and Karep, KrAELING and Kraus and,
more recently, CLEMENTs and GraF RevENTLOW Who, moreover, is planning
to cover it all).

As already indicated, the present History of the HBOT Project may be
reckoned to the latter group of literature, covering the whole history of study
and interpretation of the Hebrew Bible / Old Testament, continuing in the
traditional path of DiesteL, FARRAR and McQUEEN GraY, but now in view of
the current situation. Only in this way, one may contend, will it be possible
to do justice to the longer perspectives, to proper main proportions and to
the inner dynamics of the complex history of biblical study and interpretation.

3. It is, first of all, in the latter group of historical literature that the
fundamental problems of ‘historiography’ become importunate. When, as ex-
ample, DiesTeL in the Preface of his History discusses the problem of an
exclusion of the Jewish biblical interpretation from his historical discourse,®
he also reflects upon the possible objection that he may have had many
valuable studies, that he calls Vorstudien, at hand; but he responds that these
studies are not capable of giving an ‘overall picture’, ein Gesammtbild.”

There may, in other words, exist a considerable distance and difference
between historiographical parts, like studies and monographs, and what might
be called a historiography ‘at large’; that is ‘historiography’ In its strict sense,
representing a general idea or construct and giving a comprehensive and
coherent picture, for a longer period of time, focusing especially on the
description of the longer lines and inner dynamlcs of the historical process.?
Individual studies and monographs, brilliant and outstanding as they may be,
cannot replace or ‘compete’ with historiography and history in this sense;
although variously related they may be regarded as ‘irreplaceable’.

The historiographical problem at this point, then, is another version of the
general problem of the so-called ‘hermeneutical c1rcle or, the problem of the
reciprocal relation between part and totality.® As a totallty broadly speaking,
historiography resp. history should be more than only an addition of indivi-
dual historiographical studies. But, at the same time, there will be a relation-
ship of mutual and necessary dependence between partial or topical studies,

5 The grand volume of Mikra (1988), on the period of Antiquity, may be placed in both
groups. As for older Histories cf. Farrar, History (1886) viii-ix, where he starts by saying: “There
does not exist in any language a complete History of Exegesis”.

¢ Geschichte, v-vi. On L.Diestel cf. A.Jersen, “Ludwig Diestel als Greifswalder Theologe”,
an (18 pages) offprint from Bild und Verkiindigung (FS Hanna Jursch; Berlin 1962), Berlin 1963.

7 “Allein sie liefern noch lange nicht ein Gesammtbild von so plastischer Klarheit, dass ihre
grossere Verwerthung unsrer besonderen Aufgabe zu Gute kommen konnte”, Geschichte, vi.

8 This includes also elements of generalization; cf. Gottschalk, Generalization (1963).

® Cf. i.a. Gadamer, Wahrheit (1986) 178f; 250ff; 275 ff.
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on the one hand, and a comprehensive historiography, on the other. The
remaining challenge will be to find a proper historiographical balance between
them.

4. In these perspectives, however, special aspects of the issue of ‘totality’
might be at stake when it comes to the specific kind of Research History that
the HBOT Project now is presenting.

First, it may be recognized as a problem of fragmentation when the present
History is written by many contributors, belonging to most different tradi-
tions; the more so, as in every work that is the result of an international
team-work of scholars there is the risk of fragmentation. In this point, there-
fore, one has to consider seriously the problem of possible tension between
fragmentation and ‘totality’, understood as the coherent whole of a history.
But a risk of this kind may be limited, first of all, by detailed editorial plans
and guidelines for the authors and also by some combining summaries in the
History itself. Further, the fact that the contributing scholars, despite their
differences, agree upon a critical historiography, in the framework of present
scholarship, may have a restricting or at least reducing effect on a potential
risk of fragmentation as well. That a history, on the other hand, is written
by many and different authors —which is frequently the case today —should
not merely be judged negatively, for it may 1mply an advantage for a history
as a whole that authors of even opposite opinions are represented, mirroring,
thus, the current situation of research.

Second, the problem of a potential fragmenting restriction of the ‘totality’
of a history may also be a question of content, or, by what might be called
an ‘intrinsic’ fragmentation. For every writing of history has, of necessity, to
make some selection of an often vast, or even boundless, source material and
to set priorities. The ‘totality’ is, in other words, dependent on historiographi-
cal limiting, selection and preference of material.

This question is dealt with, in characteristic and most different ways, by
Diester and Kraus, among others. DiesTeL clearly intended to present a
History that was as comprehensive as possible with regard to periods covered
and topics discussed in the history of the use and study of the Old Testament.
Limiting the source material, however, he confined himself —as already men-
tioned — to the ’Christian side’ of the history, leaving out the important Jewish
one.!° In addition, he divided his treatment into two types of historical de-
scription in order to cope with the practically infinite material on ‘Christian
side’: for every period first is given a brief presentation of the general charac-
teristics and main lines of the period; then follows a longer and strongly

10 See sect. 2 above, and cf. Sebe, (1988) 4-6; (1992) 140. Differently, both Farrar, History
(1886) 47-107. 111-116, and Duff, History (1910) 83-106, described parts of the Jewish ex-
egetical tradition, primarily with regard to the times of Antiquity and Middle Ages, whereas
McQueen Gray, OT Criticism (1923) 62-64, had remarkably little and, unexpectedly, Kraus,
Geschichte (1956 / 1982), nearly nothing in this respect. Recently, however, more attention has
been paid to the issue, cf. CHB (II, 252-279), and in particular BTT (I, 19-54.107-125; 1V,
233-260; V, 401-425; VI, 33-48; VII, 93-102.511-521.599-621) and, regarding the Antiquity,
Mikra (1988) pass., as well as, most recently, Graf Reventlow, Bibelauslegung (I, 1990, 24-
37.104-116; 11, 1994, 231-258).
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concentrated part with compendious comments on individual scholars and
works. It may be said that DiesteL, on the whole, managed to present a
comprehensive and yet condensed History that is of considerable merit.

Kraus, however, has strongly criticized the broad scope and specific pro-
cedure of DIEsTEL, claiming that he presents “an incalculable number of names
and titles” and that he fails “to draw the relations of the intellectual and
theological history clearly and deeply enough”.!! For his own part, Kraus
reduced the ‘Christian side’ remarkably more than DiesteL did, first, by
starting with the Reformers and their theologically significant dictum of sola
scriptura; second, by concentrating mainly on Protestant European, prefera-
bly German, scholars; third, by leaving out of his treatment the history of
exegesis and of theological assessment; and fourth, by focusing primarily on
some — certainly central —parts of the Old Testament, viz. the Pentateuch,
the Prophecy and the Psalms. When, additionally, Kraus brought the devel-
opment of modern critical methods and specific theories and results strongly
into focus, this preference together with the selected parts of the Hebrew
Bible / Old Testament apparently was meant to represent the whole, the
‘totality’, of the history.!? But, generally speaking, in instances like these there
may be the risk that a ‘history’ simply is constituted by a series of independent
‘case-histories’, or, that a ‘history’ merely turns into an aggregate of problem-
histories, where the historiographical value, in a strict sense and within a
broader context, might be problematic.

By comparing the distinguished and different Histories of DiesTEL and
Kraus, in this way, a methodological focal point is brought into relief, viz.
the question —and need —of an adequate criterion, or criteria, of limitation
and selection of material. Reflection on this question will always be crucial
for the historiography, and it will remain imperative for the historian to avoid
priorities of issues that may be found to be but arbitrary. Although no one,
presumably, would object to this theoretically, in practical performance the
problem is undeniable anyway. Harking back to the issue of material selec-
tion, another observation may be worth due consideration as well: in spite of
various reductions — like those made by DiesTeL and Kraus — there seems to
be a general historiographical tendency of expanding in content, seeking — at
least idealistically — a maximum of themes and studies, both weighty ones and
others of more peripheral character. But, methodically, the opposite direction
should be considered more seriously, asking instead for the central minimum
and moving from the variegated multa to the basic multum. For, just this
movement towards the basic minimum may prove to be more adequate and

11 Kraus, Geschichte (1982) 1 (cf. 4): “[die Arbeit Diestels] zeichnet die geistesgeschichtlichen
und theologie-geschichtlichen Zusammenhinge nicht klar und tief genug. ... Eine uniibersehbare
Zahl von Namen und Titeln wird vorgefithrt. Doch das aufgehaufte Material ist auf weite
Strecken hin stumm. Die Quellen sprechen nicht”.

12 Cf. the detailed criticism by G.Fourer, ThLZ 82 (1957) 682-684, and, especially, by
W.BAUMGARTNER, “Eine alttestamentliche Forschungsgeschichte”, ThAR NF 25 (1959) 93-110. In
response to the severe criticism from these and others, Kraus expanded his book in its 2nd (1969)
and 3rd (1982) edition. Regrettably, the last part of the title from 1956, “von der Reformation
bis ...”, that indicated an exact delimitation of the work, was then left out.
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