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Jonathan Edwards proposed that types in nature are a com-
munication of God, pointing to the antitypes of divine truths. 
These types are shown to exist all the way down to the cellular 
and molecular levels of nature. In this way, nature is the triune 
God communicating the divine Self to the beloved creatures: 
the Father willing into being, Christ communicating, and the 
Spirit revealing. God’s Trinitarian beauty and magnificent 
glory are not merely displayed by what has been made, but is 
intimately shared and delighted in. This, in Edwards’ view, is 
God’s ultimate end in creating.
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I am not ashamed to own that I believe that the whole universe,
heaven and earth, air and seas, and the divine constitution and
history of the holy Scriptures, be full of images of divine things,

as full as a language is of words…. .

~Jonathan Edwards
Images of Divine Things

Psalm 97:6
The heavens proclaim His righteousness,

and all the people see His glory.
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Foreword

“To have a scientific mind is to respect the consensus facts, which are the reso-
lution of generations of dispute, while maintaining an open mind about the still
unknown.” So observes quantum physicist, Lee Smolin. That said, the same
words could easily have been written by Rev. Dr. Lisanne Winslow, herself an
accomplished scientist, theologian andminister. In this book, Dr.Winslowopens
up the beauty and mystery of a twenty-five year career as a marine biologist that
led her to pursue theology in order to answer the questions that were too large for
science. As she explores these questions into the ontology of nature in terms of
the descriptions of science, she beckons and leads the reader into the same sense
of mystery and wonder. She found the very conversation partner she needed in
the writings of Jonathan Edwards. Consider these words of Edwards that Dr.
Winslow begins in the epigraph of this book:

I amnot ashamed to own that I believe that the whole universe be full of images of divine
things, as full as a language is of words… and that there is room for persons to be
learning more andmore of this language and seeing more of that which is declared in it
to the end of the world without discovering all.

Lisanne Winslow has done just that. She has taken up the baton from Edwards
and has explored the ontological reality of messages or shadows of divine things
embedded in the natural world. She says, “We are on a journey with Jonathan
Edwards who encourages us to press into a revelatory faith. This is a natural
spirituality that opens the eyes of our understanding to be enlightened by what
nature has to communicate. In Edwards’ hands this is a true gospel of nature.” She
pursues the clues that Edwards left for us in his corpus of writings to take us, the
readers of nature, deeper into that gospel message.

What Edwards did in forming a study of natural types in the macroscopic
realm of rainbows, spiders, and rivers, Winslow has done at the cellular and
molecular level. Her analysis of the mechanism of vision in the mammalian eye
is not only at an advanced level of cellular biology, it is spiritually and biblically
grounded. She does just what Edwards did in Shadows of Divine Things by
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rooting revealed messages in the creation directly to scripture. Having done
this typological work throughout her scientific career somewhat in the secret
realm of her own mind, she now puts forth the query, “…one wonders if such
insight and revelation can be given for all mechanisms that comprise the nat-
ural realm? What myriad of hidden messages of the divine reality are there for
the Spirit to reveal?”

While what she has done here in terms of typological scientificmechanism is a
truly extraordinary feat of Edwardsean typology, LisanneWinslow is an Edwards
scholar in her own right. Her entrance into Edwards began while she and I were
team-teaching a Metaphysics of Science course at the University of Northwest-
ern. It was in our collegial discourse that we began talking about Edwards. I had
been teaching Edwards for more than three decades, and noticed a resonance
between her understanding of the natural world and that of Edwards. Dr. Win-
slow was in seminary at the time and immediately jumped on board. I was struck
by the depth and breadth with which she read Edwards, engaging deeply in his
treatises, discourses, sermons and of course Shadows. Her keen mind and spi-
ritual heart seemed to come alive. She, as an ordained Congregational minister
herself, connected not only with Edwards’ interest in natural science and the-
ology, but his pastor’s heart. She found the kindred spirit she was searching for.
Since the inception of our collaboration, we have team-taught Jonathan Edwards
Seminar to undergraduates for several years. Her contribution to this course, a
course I have taught formany years, expanded its breadth in Edwards scholarship
leading to three unique pedagogical curricula.

In this well-constructed monograph, Lisanne Winslow offers us a rigorous
analysis of Edwards’ creation metaphysics and theology of nature. She uncovers
Edwards’ bi-fold method of receiving revelation of what she has termed onto-
types in both the beauty of nature and in the study of scientific information. This
is a keen read of Edwards and a very informed one. She searched Edwards for a set
of criteria to help guide the theological process of doing onto-typology to avoid
subjectivity. However, she is careful not to lapse into solely an intellectual the-
ology, but reminds us that these messages in nature are there to invite us into an
Edwardsean mystical spirituality that derives from abandoning one’s self to the
revelation of God when encountering nature. In her hands, what people actually
“see” and experience, either by being in nature or in studying its manifold
processes, is the beauty of a God who is ever reaching to the creatures He loves
through what has been made.

I will offer here another quote from Lee Smolin who says, “There is not a thing
in nature so ordinary that its contemplation cannot be a route to a wordless sense
of wonder and gratitude just to be a part of it all.” Rev. Winslow has taken us
there. She has offered us a new way to see nature, to be part of it, and thus be part
of the end for whichGod created theworld. I will endwith her ownwords to us all,

Foreword14
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“Might opening ourselves to God’s revelation of the language of nature, through
the discoveries of natural science, incite not merely a new theology, but a fresh
wave of experiencing the wide, broad, and deep love of God?”

Walter J. Schultz
All Saints Day 2019

Foreword 15
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Preface

In this book, I propose to fill a long-existing lacuna in the corpus of the Edwards
secondary scholarship. While there have been numerous excellent texts written
on Edwards’ typology, none (to my knowledge) have been written from the
perspective of one who has scientific training in addition to theological training
and pastoral ministry. I hold a unique position in this conversation. I am a
research biologist for more than twenty years. I have taught biology to under-
graduate as well as graduate students while conducting an ongoing research
program as a cellular marine immunologist with world ocean experience. In my
bi-vocational career, I have pursued advanced theological training in seminary
leading to ordination as a Congregationalist minister (as was Edwards), followed
by a doctorate in Systematic Theology. My training in biology and theology, as
well as Congregational ministry in the pulpit, gives me a rare and unique con-
nection to Edwards’ mind and heart as a naturalist, theologian, and pastor. It is
from this position that I approach Edwards’ Theology of Nature, hoping to offer
some keen and fresh insight into Edwards’ God of creation.

Johnathan Edwards knew God in an extraordinary way. As such, when I read
Edwards I feel as if I amwelcomed into an intimate sacred space of knowing God.
I find myself experiencing an expansive, mystical spiritual knowing. For Ed-
wards, this entrance into experiencing God included an understanding of the
created world, not just in the beauty of a walk on a crisp fall morning, but through
a far deeper communication by God in the very structures and mechanisms that
comprise nature. In my life pursuits as a biologist, I also have had such an
entrance. I started seeing similar insights early on in my life as I explored the
pond in my back yard as a child, then systematically during my college years and
graduate career in cell biology. The cells I studied in my research, the mecha-
nisms I taught in my biology classes, all spoke something to me of the Creator,
something that the words from science could not adequately express. The
questions that were being raised in my mind and the observations I was making
felt larger than the scientific language and mechanistic explanations I was given
to work with. As a young graduate student, and well into my formative years as
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scientist and professor, I felt a growing lack in the ability of my discipline to help
me with answers to these questions about the biological world, as botanist Robin
Wall Kimmerer portrays, “I should have been told that my questions were bigger
than science could touch” (2013, 45). Thankfully, a few decades later, my theo-
logical training gave me such a language. Alighting upon the work of Jonathan
Edwards along that journey opened a world of thought from themind, heart, and
spirit of a man who lived three centuries ago, who thought and felt as I did about
nature and nature’s God.

I found the very conversation partner I needed to do the work broiling up with
beauty and fervor withinmy biologist’s heart; a biologist who conjoined a similar
sacred space with the Creator as did Edwards. In Edwards, I resonated with his
mystical spirituality that was biblically grounded, while experienced in and
through the natural world. As I pursued his writings, I saw a thread throughout
the corpus of his works: God reveals himself through nature. Nature has some-
thing to say, and it was God’s own design to communicate with his beloved
creatures in this way. Through Edwards’ discourses, treatises, dissertations,
sermons and more, he consistently uses images in nature to teach of God’s ways
thereby giving spiritual insight. It is with this same openness to God’s revelation
in the structures and beauty of the physical world that I have pursued this work. I
hope that this book opens a new wave of spirituality and practice where the
language of nature can speak to us. This, for me, is truly a gospel of nature
proclaiming the glory of God, in Christ. Thanks to the insights of Jonathan
Edwards, as we receive such beautiful revelation, and delight it as we so often do
in nature, we enter into a life-enriching fulfillment of the end for which God
created the world.
–LW
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Book Summary

Jonathan Edwards had a keen insight into the ontological significance of the
creation, above and beyond Calvin’s idea of the theater upon which the drama of
redemption unfolds. Edwards proposed that natural types in all of creation
served as a communication or language of God, pointing to the antitypes of
spiritual, biblical, and divine truths. I explore how natural types are not mere
poetical assignments of Christian themes onto nature. Rather, these types are
ontologically real, in that they eternally existed in the mind of God with intent to
communicate divine things to the creature. Thus, we call these natural types onto-
types to reflect their ontological significance theologically and spiritually. In
Edwards’ scheme, this was an important part of God’s end in creating. Emerging
out of Edwards’ comprehensive metaphysics of creation is a portrayal of God’s
commitment to emanate knowledge of the divine Self into the creation. God’s
Being is not emanated, resulting in a creation, rather the knowledge and glory of
God are emanated into the creation serving to communicate messages of the
divine to the creature out of infinite love and faithfulness. Edwards expounded a
two-fold method where revelation of this language of nature can be experienced
by direct engagement with the beauty in nature and in the study of science and its
mechanisms. God’s action in revealing takes the form of willing the creation into
being, communicating analogically through onto-types in the physical world, and
revealing such knowledge to the creature. In this way, all of nature is the triune
God acting: the Father willing into being, Christ communicating, and the Spirit
revealing. God’s Trinitarian powerful and magnificent glory is not merely dis-
played by what has been made, but is intimately shared and delighted in. This, in
Edwards’ view, is God’s ultimate end in creating.
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Introduction

The Edwards scholarship presented here seeks to reveal precisely how Edwards
used natural typology over the course of his lifetime, across the corpus of his
theological works, in his pastoral ministry, and as a missionary to the Mohawk
andMahican Native American tribes. For Edwards, seeingmessages of the divine
reality embedded into the very structures andmechanisms of nature was nomere
human assignment or applied metaphor. In a parallel construction to biblical
typology, Edwards put forth a controversial and innovative method of natural
typology where types in nature prefigure their spiritual antitypes.

I will argue that Edwards viewed these embedded natural types as a crucial part
of the end for which God created the world. In Edwards’ view, God intentionally
embedded spiritualmessages into his creation as a subordinate end, in a long line
of successive ends, in order to communicate the knowledge and glory of the
divine Self to the creature whowas fashioned to receive it. God’s end in creation is
accomplished when these messages are received and delighted in by the creature,
thus re-emanating God’s divine glory back to its eternal and infinite source.1

Beginning with Edwards’ final and most mature work, the Dissertation I:
Concerning the End forWhich God created theWorld (hereafter referred to as End
of Creation), I propose that Edwards intended to convey the idea that as part of
God’s Original Ultimate End in creating, God emanated/communicated the
knowledge and glory of the divine excellencies into the creation. God did not
emanate himself into the creation which would be a dangerous approximation to
pantheism. Rather, Edwards indicates that it is the knowledge and glory of God
that is emanated into the creation. This serves the purpose of communicating to
the creature toward achieving God’s end in creation, i. e. , union with Creator. It is
proposed that natural types convey this emanation/communication in the
physical world as a subordinate end. Edwards was convinced, particularly by the

1 Much of the work presented in this book was taken, in part, fromD’Andrea-Winslow, Lisanne,
“AGreat andRemarkableAnalogy: ATrinitarianTheology of Nature.”PhDdiss. , University of
Aberdeen, Scotland, 2018.
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end of his life in writing End of Creation, that God intentionally created every-
thing in the universe with embedded typological messages to reflect attributes of
himself, in order that humankind could understand these mysteries in some
tangible, analogous way.

We shall explore the possibility of discerning the hidden mysteries of God’s
eternal attributes in the structures and mechanisms of nature in the form of
natural types that are willed into being, emanated/communicated into the
structures of the physical world, and revealed by God. However, some criticisms
of Edwards’ use of natural types will need to be addressed, particularly the danger
of subjective interpretations being construed as divine revelation. This sticky
point may be, in large part, addressed by relying on Edwards’ metaphysics of
creation; his idealism, panentheism, occasionalism, and continuous creationism.
Edwards’metaphysical commitments are constructed in such away as to view the
entirety of the creation as intended by God, not only to work in beauty, balance,
and harmony as the “stage” for life to exist, but also in order to communicate
God’s eternal attributes and plan of redemption to the beloved creature.

As such, types in nature are not subject to the imagination of the individual in
arbitrary assignments and metaphor, but rather represent embedded existing
messages in all of creation, instantiated by God and revealed by the divine act of
God. It is proposed that Edwards viewed these messages as ontologically real and
intentionally woven by God into the structures andmechanisms of nature. In this
construal, messages of the divine in nature are not mere metaphors, but repre-
sent an onto-typology.We advance Edwards’ theological construct by referring to
thesemessages as onto-types. Embedded onto-types are then explored in relation
to the Thomistic notion of analogia. In Thomas, we find a theology of analogy
where communication of the Divine is neither univocal nor equivocal, but rather
exists in proportion. Edwards’ onto-types are placed in the lineage of the ana-
logia entis representing both God’s transcendence by creating ex nihilo and
God’s immanence in a moment-by-moment continuous creation where God
himself is ever-communicating to the creature out of supreme divine love.

Thus, a deeper, more comprehensive look at Edwards’ proposed method of
discernment of nature’s onto-types is put forth here. It is hoped that what is
presented offers a more reliable approach than previous renditions that opened
Edwards’ natural typology to criticisms and suspicion. Edwards’ contribution is
explored using his own proposed method of natural typology as a necessary and
valid way to understand God’s character, love, and plan of salvation in and
through the created world and its mechanisms. I propose a set of criteria ex-
tracted fromEdwards to serve as a guide for the theological work of doing natural
onto-typology. I then uncover Edwards’ use of onto-types in a two-fold method:
A) through the mechanisms in nature as explained by exact science, and B) in
personal experiences in nature. Edwards used both and saw validity in each. In
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this way, God’s invisible qualities, eternal power, and divine nature (Romans
1:20) are revealed so that creatures can comprehend with the intellect, as well as
the heart. Edwards fully believed that Scripture instructs us that the natural world
declares the glory of God.

Going back through Edwards’ corpus in his ”Miscellanies,” sermons, dis-
courses, and treatises, a “natural, mystical spirituality” emerges from the pages of
these diverse genres of his works. I show that Edwards consistently uses his
theology of onto-types to convey a spiritually transformative gospel of nature,
spoken through the language of nature, pointing individuals to Christ. This was
most intentionally expounded by Edwards in a small, hand-bound folio that
Edwardsmay ormay not have intended to publish. In this definitive work, Images
or Shadows of Divine Things (hereafter referred to as Images of Divine Things),
Edwards recorded his insights into the natural world and the revelations given to
him that parallel biblical truths. Using this short text, we shall explore how
Edwards adeptly used his two-fold methodology reflecting his own concise
systematic theology. We will explore how this work was not purely theological,
but incited a dynamic and beautiful spirituality. Next, Edwards’ typological
method is applied to the molecular mechanism of vision in the mammalian eye
seeking to answer the question: Can Edwards’ onto-types be found all the way
down to the molecular level of the creation? This question will be answered in the
affirmative where I explore howeach step in this higher order, multi-step cellular
mechanisms corresponds to biblically grounded, spiritually informed messages
for humankind to learn of spiritual principles.

While the onto-types in the cellular mechanism of vision show that Edwards’
method of types in scientific mechanisms exist all the way down to themolecular
level, I then take you the reader on the second aspect of Edwards’method which
describes direct experiences in the natural world as leading the heart andmind to
the Creator. In this way, we explore Edwards’ theology of beauty, specifically
referring to beauty in the natural world. While much work in the Edwards sec-
ondary scholarship provides an analysis on Edwards’ theology of beauty in hu-
mans and in morality, few explore this in terms of the beauty in nature specifi-
cally. Here I propose that the beauty humans find in nature exists because the
beauty of a sunset, the vast ocean, mountains, etc. , are yet another onto-type
pointing to the antitype of God’s beauty. Edwards refers to the beauty in nature as
secondary beauty pointing to the primary beauty, which is God. Again, an in-
dividual’s experience of beauty in nature causing delight is yet another fulfill-
ment of God’s end in creating the world.

Next, I invite a new Theology of Nature from the brilliant mind of Edwards,
one that is expressly Trinitarian. Edwards not only saw that messages in the
creation exist, but that this mode of divine communication was the unified work
of the Triune God. He says,
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So all the persons [of the Trinity] are concerned in the creation of the world [. . .]. [E]ach
person has a distinct part and, as it were, sustains a distinct character and charge in that
affair. [. . .] There is this order [that] is observed by the persons of the Trinity in their
acting in all affairs appertaining to the glory of the Godhead [and the] creation of the
world (WJE 25, 145–146).

Edwards seems to be proposing that the Father, the Son, and the Spirit each play a
distinct role in divine action to produce the cohesive whole of the creation as we
encounter it.We find in Edwards’ writings a view that God is actively willing into
existence and communicating/emanating the knowledge and glory of God into
the very structures of the creation. This willing and communicating (as ways of
divine action) in the form of onto-types also include the divine act of revealing
those real-ized types and their antitypes to created minds. Following Edwards’
direction, nature, then, is God’s acting. But even more, it is the Triune God of the
Christian faith that is acting, understood in a Trinitarian Theology of Nature
(D’Andrea-Winslow, 2020). In this way, all of nature is the act-result of the triune
God such that the Father is willing into being, Christ is communicating through
onto-types in the creation, and the Spirit is revealing. This divine action out of
infinite agape love, is a crucial aspect of God’s Original Ultimate End in creation.

We are on a journey with Jonathan Edwards, who encourages us to press into a
revelatory faith. This is a natural spirituality that opens the eyes of our under-
standing to be enlightened by what nature has to communicate. In Edwards’
hands, this is a true gospel of nature. According to Edwards, nature is speaking.
Exactly what nature is speaking is explored here in order to comprehendwhat the
Creator wants for us to know through what has been made.
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Chapter One.
Edwards as a Natural Theologian

Jonathan Edwards spent many hours each day in his pastor’s study writing his
sermons, discourses, and treatises. I can imagine him glancing out the window
from time to time to collect his thoughts, or stepping out into the Northampton
late afternoon air for a contemplative walk at dusk as the sun was setting. In fact,
Edwards’ biographers tell us that the man spent a good deal of time outdoors,
either walking, horseback-riding, or chopping wood. He enjoyed and valued
being immersed in God’s creation.

What comes out of a careful read of Edwards across the breadth of genres he
penned and over nearly thirty years of his ministry, is that his enjoyment of the
creation exceeded a mere epistemic engagement with nature on a lovely
summer’s day. Edwards saw the creation through a metaphysical lens of un-
derstanding that framed the entirety of the natural world, and all itsmechanisms,
as participating in God’s Original Ultimate End in creation. For Edwards, nature
was farmore than just the stage uponwhich the drama of redemption was carried
out.

Edwards constructed a complete creation metaphysics that included a rig-
orous God-world relation philosophy grounded in idealism and panentheism, as
well as a divine action theology that committed him to continuous creationism
and occasionalism.1 These metaphysical and theological commitments con-
cerning an ontology of the natural world allowed Edwards to propose a dis-
tinctive role for the creation itself in his own thesis on God’s end in creating.

In Edwards’ creation metaphysics, a crucial aspect of God’s ultimate end in
creating included ontologically embedded natural types pointing to their su-
pernatural antitypes. Edwards masterfully extended the method of biblical ty-
pology where Old Testament persons, events, and images served as types fore-
shadowing their New Testament antitype fulfillments. Out of this method, he
formulated an insightful, original method of natural typology where elements in
nature prefigure or foreshadow the antitypes of spiritual principles and divine

1 Edwards’ creation metaphysics will be discussed in Chapter Three.
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things. As Michael McClymond and Gerald McDermott say, “Edwards consid-
ered everything in nature a pointer to something in a world beyond nature”
(2012, 116). In other words, Edwards proposed natural typology as a language of
God intending to convey spiritual, biblical, and theological messages to the
creature within the very world that they lived.2 He says it this way:

Tis very fit and becoming of God, who is infinitely wise, so to order things that there
should be a voice of his in his works instructing those that behold them and pointing
forth and showing divine mysteries and things more appertaining to himself and his
spiritual kingdom (WJE 11, 67).

According to Edwards, all of nature declares the glory of God. God’s fingerprints,
as it were, exist all throughout nature providing the grounds for revelation,
pointing to the redemptive work of Christ, and other heavenly truths. Tibor
Fabiny says that for Edwards nature is God’s acting and communicating himself
for the sake of the creature (Fabiny: 2009, 99). Fabiny also summarized Edwards’
position as follows,

When a converted person knows and loves Gods beauty, andwhen the physical universe
is known and delighted in by a converted person as an image of God’s beauty, then
God’s knowledge and beauty within the Trinity are repeated and enlarged in time and
history, The end for which God created the world, which is to repeat God’s inner glory…
is actualized (2009, 122).

As Fabiny indicates here, nature in Edwards’ creation metaphysics serves an
important role in accomplishing God’s original ultimate end in creating.

When Edwards stepped out of his pastor’s study and gazed up at the rainbow,
he believed he was partaking in God’s present moment action in order to fulfill
God’s end in creating; God’s glory received and delighted in by the creature and
“remanated” (that is, re-emanated) back to its divine and glorious source. For
Edwards, these experiences in nature were the intentional, reflected and em-
bedded spiritual language of nature, a language that human minds have been
fashioned to understand. Edwards’ understanding of nature’s language is af-
firmed by botanist Robin Wall Kimmerer, who sees the language science uses to
describe the natural world as necessary for conveying the fundamental “working
parts,” but missing something essential to the grammar nature is giving us. She
says, “The language scientists speak, however precise, is based on a profound
error in grammar, an omission, a grave loss in translation from the native lan-
guages of these shores” (2013, 49).The elements of nature are speaking something

2 Edwards’ natural types are found inmany of Edwards’writings including his ”Miscellanies,” in
Religious Affections, Original Sin, Freedom of the Will, in his Two Dissertations, and in nu-
merous sermons. However, the main source of this work would be Jonathan Edwards’ Images
of Divine Things.
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farmore than theworking parts, as profoundly beautiful and complex as they are.
Nature’s grammar is communicating something of “God’s invisible qualities–his
eternal power and divine nature – [that] have been clearly seen, being understood
fromwhat has beenmade.”3Hence, God reaches to the creature, to communicate
the divine Self.

One might take all this as a complex unfolding of Romans 1:20, as stated
above, perhaps to recover the cry of the Psalmist who declared,

The heavens declare the glory of God;
the skies proclaim the work of his hands.
Day after day they pour forth speech;
night after night they reveal knowledge.
They have no speech, they use no words;
no sound is heard from them.
Yet their voice goes out into all the earth,
their words to the ends of the world.4

Edwards fully believed that Scripture instructs us that the natural world declares
the glory of God: we are told that the natural world “pours forth speech” and
“reveals knowledge.”We are encouraged to press into a revelatory faith that can
unblock the eyes of the understanding. Although nature does not use words, its
metaphorical “voice” has something vital to communicate, “into all the earth…to
the ends of the world.” According to Jonathan Edwards, nature is speaking.
Exactly what is nature speaking, according to Edwards? What are the heavens
declaring? What proclamations are the skies pouring forth? This is what we want
to know in order to fully comprehend what the Creator is speaking through the
creation.

Edwards, in his engagement with the world, might answer thusly: The voice
going out into all the earth pouring forth speech is proclaiming knowledge of God’s
invisible qualities, His eternal power, and divine triune nature, interwoven within
scientific discovery, placed in the creation by God, in order to communicate the
knowledge and glory of himself to humankind. Edwards not only had experiences
in nature, on walks observing spider webs, rivers, trees and rainbows. He also
engaged with the science of his day, reading Newton and other enlightenment
scientists. However, rather than ascribing to a Natural Theology bordering on
deism, Edwards formulated a new way to understand both scientific discovery
and experiences in nature by locating both in God’s absolute sovereignty and
divine action. For Edwards, science itself becomes an investigation of divine action
and Self-disclosure that construes nature as creation. The language of the natural
world is proclaiming the gospel, preaching the good news of God to humankind,

3 Romans 1:20
4 Psalm 19:1–4.
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