st preparation

Fast and focused te

MIES

A Wiley Brand

Get prepared quickly by:
« Enhancing your test-taking skills

» Reviewing the SAT format and
question types

+ Taking a complete practice test
and getting full answer explanations

Geraldine Woods
SAT test-prep expert

Ron Woldoff

Founder, National Test Prep

"SAT is a registered trademark of the College Board, which was not
involved in the product of, and does not endorse, this product.







Quick Prep Edition






"SAT

FOR

DUMMIES

Quick Prep Edition

by Geraldine Woods and Ron Woldoff

DUMMIES



*SAT For Dummies®, Quick Prep Edition
Published by

John Wiley & Sons, Inc.,

111 River Street

Hoboken, NJ 07030-5774

www.wiley.com
Copyright © 2015 by John Wiley & Sons, Inc., Hoboken, New Jersey
Published simultaneously in Canada

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means,
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, scanning or otherwise, except as permitted under Sections 107 or 108 of
the 1976 United States Copyright Act, without the prior written permission of the Publisher. Requests to the Publisher for
permission should be addressed to the Permissions Department, John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 111 River Street, Hoboken, NJ
07030, (201) 748-6011, fax (201) 748-6008, or online at http://www.wiley.com/go/permissions.

Trademarks: Wiley, For Dummies, the Dummies Man logo, Dummies.com, Making Everything Easier, and related trade
dress are trademarks or registered trademarks of John Wiley & Sons, Inc., and may not be used without written permission.
SAT is a registered trademark of the College Board, which was not involved in the production of, and does not endorse,
this product. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. John Wiley & Sons, Inc., is not associated
with any product or vendor mentioned in this book.

LIMIT OF LIABILITY/DISCLAIMER OF WARRANTY: WHILE THE PUBLISHER AND AUTHOR HAVE USED THEIR BEST
EFFORTS IN PREPARING THIS BOOK, THEY MAKE NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES WITH RESPECT TO THE
ACCURACY OR COMPLETENESS OF THE CONTENTS OF THIS BOOK AND SPECIFICALLY DISCLAIM ANY IMPLIED
WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. NO WARRANTY MAY BE CREATED
OR EXTENDED BY SALES REPRESENTATIVES OR WRITTEN SALES MATERIALS. THE ADVISE AND STRATEGIES
CONTAINED HEREIN MAY NOT BE SUITABLE FOR YOUR SITUATION. YOU SHOULD CONSULT WITH A PROFESSIONAL
WHERE APPROPRIATE. NEITHER THE PUBLISHER NOR THE AUTHOR SHALL BE LIABLE FOR DAMAGES ARISING
HEREFROM.

For general information on our other products and services, please contact our Customer Care Department within the U.S.
at 877-762-2974, outside the U.S. at 317-572-3993, or fax 317-572-4002.

For technical support, please visit www.wiley.com/techsupport.

Wiley publishes in a variety of print and electronic formats and by print-on-demand. Some material included with
standard print versions of this book may not be included in e-books or in print-on-demand. If this book refers to
media such as a CD or DVD that is not included in the version you purchased, you may download this material at
http://booksupport .wiley.com. For more information about Wiley products, visit www.wiley.com.

Library of Congress Control Number: 2014954675

ISBN: 978-1-118-91157-0

ISBN 978-1-118-91157-0 (pbk); ISBN 978-1-118-91141-9 (ebk); ISBN 978-1-118-91172-3 (ebk)
Manufactured in the United States of America

10987654321


http://www.wiley.com
http://www.wiley.com/go/permissions
http://www.wiley.com/techsupport
http://www.wiley.com

Contents at a Glance

JREYOAUCHION .........eeeeeeeeeaeeeeeeeeaeneenaeenceaceaceancanceaceaseascanceaseaseancans ]

Part I: Getting Started with the SAT...........uuuueeeeeeeeeeeeeceaccccccccecaaaas D

Chapter 1: Erasing the Worry: Getting to Know the New SAT .....cccooviiiiiiniinninienenteeeteeeeeiens 7
Chapter 2: Slow and Steady (Breathing) Wins the Race: Preparing for the Test .........cccccecvveeennnnee. 19
Chapter 3: Examining the Reading, Writing and Language, and Math Sections .........c..cccccccevenennenne 27
Part 11: The Moment of Truth: Taking a Practice Test....................51
Chapter 4: Section I: REAAING ......c.cccueiiiiiieieieeeeeeee ettt ettt et e b e e b e sae s e e s baessa e saensaenns 53
Chapter 5: Section II: Writing and LangUAZE ...........cccccvevverieririrerieienesesceeeeesee e see e sesesaesnessnns 69
Chapter 6: Section Il Math .......cccooiiiiiiiiicceec et ettt a e st a e s e aaeaeenes 87
Chapter 7: Answers and EXPlanations ..........ccccoceriiininininieenee ettt st 107

APPENAiK.......cccucennnaaaaaaanniaacaaanneeaaaaannneessaanneesssasnnseessaasnaseessas 129

T PRI . ¥ 4






Table of Contents

JNEOAUCTION .......nneeeeaeeeeeeaeaeenceneencencencenenncensanseaseancancenseaseascances |

ADOUL THIS BOOK .....cvviiiiiiiiiiceee ettt ce e eear e e eetae e e eeabaeeeenaaeeessssaeseenneeas 1
| 0T0) T3 a WA X101 4 0] 0] 0 (o) o - J RSP 2
Icons Used in This BOOK .........ooooiiiiiiiiieeeee ettt et e e e e ree e eearaeeeas 3
Where 10 GO frOM HET@.....coooneiiiieeieeeeeeeeee ettt e e eae e s s atae s s enanees 3

Part I: Getting Started with the SAT ............cuuueeeeeeeeeeeeeeeccccecacaaaaaas B

Chapter 1: Erasing the Worry: Getting to Know the New SAT ..........oorercrencercnnen. 1
Not an ACT: Getting Real with the SAT ........ccooiiriiriie e 7
A Whole New Ballgame: Comparing the Old and New SAT .........ccocovviririiinenenenenceeene, 8
Signing Up Before Sitting Down: Registering for the SAT .........cccooiiiniiiiiinineene, 9

HOW 10 FEGISTET .....vieiiiieiecteceeeteeee ettt et sae et e e beebeesbeeseeens 9
When to take the test ..o 10
Meeting SPECial NEEAS ......ccceeviiriiiiiiiiieieeiece ettt ettt st e ste s s e saaessaenne 11
Learning disabilities .........ccceviiriiiiiiiiniiiieeiee ettt 11
PRYSICAl ISSUES ..ottt ettt ettt 12
FINANCIAl REIP ..oiiiiiieeieeeeee ettt ettt et e ae et et et e e b e e naeenee s 12
Examining Your Mind: What the New SAT TeStS......cccccecvirieneeneeiieeieeieeieeie e e seesenenes 12
REAAING . ..cuvieiieeieeieeteeee ettt st e st e st et e e be e be e beebeenbe st e enbasanenaeens 13
Writing and JangUAZE.........cccuerieriiriiiieieceeeete ettt sttt e be et ese e 14

THE @SSAY ..euviiieeieeieeie ettt ettt ettt st sttt e b et et sats 14
Multiple-choice QUESTIONS.......cc.cccieieeciieiiciecteceee e 15
MaAtREMATICS ...ttt sttt ettt sttt ae e ene 15
Scoring 0N the NEW SAT ......cooiiiiiiieiecieeeee ettt e sae et e e beebesaessaessaessaasseanseenns 16
TYPES Of SCOTES ...ttt ettt ettt e be e sae et e st e st e ssbasanensnens 16
SCOYE FEPOTTIIIG ..ottt ettt se e st et e be et e e beebesstesabesasesanenseens 17

Chapter 2: Slow and Steady (Breathing) Wins the Race:

Preparing for the Test ... 19
Starting Early: A Long-Range PIan ..........ccccoviriiriiiniiinienieseccceceeeeveete st sieeee 19
Avoiding Extremes: A Medium-Range Plan ..........ccccccvviniiiniiiniiiniiiniencccecieeeeeseeenn 20
Cutting It Close: A Short-Range Plan .........ccccoooiiviiiiiiiiiiiiiieceeeteteeee e 21
Coping With SAT-NIght FEVET ......cc.ocoiieiieieceeceeeeeet ettt ae e e 22
Smoothing Out SAT-Day MOYTIHIEG.......ccccecteriiriiriiririeieenieste ettt ettt et ee e sae b eneene 23

Bringing the right Stuff...........cooiiiiiiiiii e 23
Easing test tENSION........ccciiiiiiieieeeeeeeecece ettt 24
StATTING Off ...ttt ettt sttt saee s 24
Focusing during the test ........ccoevieircieieeeeeeee e 25

PacCing YOUTSEIL.........oooiiiiiieieeeeee ettt et re b et et e e b e e aeesnee s 25



(/iii *SAT For Dummies, Quick Prep Edition

Chapter 3: Examining the Reading, Writing and Language,

and Math SECHIONS ... nnes 21
Getting Acquainted with the Reading Section ............cccocovieiniiiiiinininieeeeee 27
Conquering passage-based qUESHIONS..........cccceeieriiiienienieieeeeee e 28
Speaking factUallY ........coceeieeiiiiiiieieeceeececece e 28
Defining as YOU r€ad .......c.cccveviiriinienieieeieeit ettt ssese e e aeesaeebesnees 30
Identifying attitude and tONe .........ccoceeviiiiiiiiriii e 31
Decoding figurative 1anguage ............ccccveeeiiiiiienieeeeecee e 32
Relating style to CONtENt......cc.cooiiiiiiiii e 32
Unearthing the main idea.........cccceeieiiieiiieiiieieciecececeeeee et eae e 33
MaKing INFEIENCES .....ccveeuiiiiiiieieceee ettt ettt et e sbe e saeesse e besbeesbasanasseens 34
SUPPLYING EVIAEIICE ......c.eoveiiiieiieieieeete ettt re et esesaesreesens 35
Interpreting visual elements..........ccoceeviiviiiiiniinieneeee e 35
Making the Most Of YOUT TiINE ....cc.ooviiiiiiiiiiiiienietctctceeeeteee ettt st 36
Deciding Which to Read First: Passage or QUeStions..........cccccceeciieciiecieeciecieciecieeeeeeene 37
Writing for (No) Fun but Much Profit: The SAT Writing
and Language SECHION........cccuiviiiiiiieieeeceee ettt ettt e s e e s e ae e be e aeeaaenees 38
Multiple-choice writing and language qUEStIONS .........cccceeverieerierieenienrienieeieseeneens 38
Selecting the right word: Vocabulary in context ........c.ccecevvenieneinecncnnennee. 38
Correcting grammar and punctuation €rrors........ccocceeeveeveeversiersiensienseeneens 39
Answering “Expression of I[deas” questions............cocecevievereninciecienienenenene 41
THE ESSAY .vieurieeiieieeieeiecte ettt et et et et e et e et e et e sateesaesssesse e be e beeseeseenseenseessaessannaanneans 41
Decoding the Prompt.........c.ccciiiiirieiieniieiececieeeee ettt eeseeesaeeseeebeeneas 42
Identifying writing techniques.........cccooveviiriiiiiiiiieeeeee e, 42
Preparing, writing, and proofing the essay........cccccoevevviiriiiniiinieineenecreniee, 43
Understanding yOUr €SSAY SCOYES......cc.cevuerriirrierrieriienienienteseesieesieesseessesssesaees 44
Refreshing the Math ...ttt s 47
yN (o< o) - OSSOSO 48
Problem solving and data analysis..........ccceceevieriieiienieneeeeeeeeieeie e 49
GEOIMELTY ..eeuviiiiieiieiiieeteee ettt et et e et stesteete st e satesseessaesseenseesseesseesseensesnsesssesssasssenseens 49
Advanced Math ... 50

Part 11: The Moment of Truth: Taking a Practice Test..................... 51

Chapter 4: Section I: Reading..........cccocnereninenennincsisssessssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssens 53
Answer Sheet for Section 1, Reading...........ccocovieuieieiiiiiniiniceceeeeee e 55
REAAINEG ...ttt ettt et et s e s e e s e e s e b e seeseeseestessanseeseeraeseans 57

Chapter 5: Section II: Writing and Language .............ccccuoveonenrercnenessessesessessesessessssessens 69
Answer Sheet for Section 2, Writing and Language...........ccccoecveveenieneenienniennienneerieneenenn 71
Writing and LanGUAZE ........ccceeriiriiiniiiiieieeieeieeiee ettt sttt ettt s be b sseesaee s 73
THE ESSAY .....viiiiiieiieecie ettt et te e e s e e et e e te e e sae e steeasseessseeasseeassseessaesssaeanseeanseeenseeans 81

Chapter 6: Section lll: Math..............eecrrcsreec s snnennns 87
Answer Sheet for SECtion 3, MatN.......ccuoiiiieiiiiiiiiieeeieeeeeeeeeeeee et eserre e e e sareeesnnes 89
1Y X o LUV PRURURSRUPSRINE 91

CalCulator SECHION. .....cc.iiieiiiiiieeeee ettt 91



Table of Contents

Chapter 7: Answers and EXplanations ..............coonncnnennensensenssssessessessessessessesses 107
Answers for Section 1: REadiNg ........ccceecieiiriiieiiieiieiecteeeeeee et 107
Answers for Section 2: Writing and Language ...........c.ccoecveveevieneeneeneeneeieeieeieeee e 112

THE ESSAY ..eiuviiiieiieiieieeteetestest ettt sttt s b st e st e se e be e be e beeseensasnsanns 116

Answers for Section 3: Math ..o 117
(G2 Ll 1F:1 200 1= ot 1 (o) o FE TSSO 117
NO-CalCUIALOT SECHION ......eiviiiiiiieiiiieeeeeeeette ettt 122
ADNSWEY KEY ...ttt ettt et e et e et e st e s ttesaeesbe et e e be e beesseenseessesnseessansaensaenses 127

APPEIAIK ......oeeannieiaaaiacieeacaianneeeceasneeeeeeesnnseeeeesssseeesessnseeeeess 129

L PRI X ¥ 4



X *SAT For Dummies, Quick Prep Edition




Introduction

‘ hange is good, right? So why do so many people hop on the nervous-breakdown train

when they hear that the SAT is changing? Perhaps because the SAT is an important
step on your journey to college, and anything to do with the admissions process is enough
to give applicants an instant panic attack. Nervous or not, you have to take the SAT when
you apply to most colleges or universities in the United States and to some English-speaking
institutions abroad. The “old” SAT has been around since 2005 and was actually a redesign
of a still older exam. The “new” SAT appears in March 2016. Because it’s new, that version
of the SAT may seem extra scary.

You have nothing to worry about, though, because you’ve been preparing for this version of
the SAT for many years. What? You say you haven’t been memorizing vocabulary words and
drilling key math concepts since you were in your crib? How neglectful of you! Actually, you
have been getting ready for the redesigned SAT, because you've been studying the neces-
sary material during every single minute you devote to schoolwork, not counting lunch and
the time you spend texting your friends from the phone hidden behind your science book.
But those small lapses don’t count for much when you consider the amount of time you've
been analyzing and uncovering meaning when you read, organizing your ideas and writing
papers, and solving math problems (more than 10,000 hours between kindergarten and
tenth grade, according to a recent survey).

All those skills come in handy on the new SAT. The final step in preparing for the exam is
the one you're taking now. You're reading this book and therefore becoming acquainted
with the format of the test. By the time you're finished with SAT For Dummies, Quick Prep
Edition, you’ll have every possible tool for conquering the 2016 SAT.

Why change at all? The old SAT was loudly criticized for several reasons. It was long, hard,
and tricky. Most important, it didn’t accurately predict college success, its stated purpose.
The College Board, which creates and administers the SAT, heard the complaints and hit
the drawing board. What they came up with is still long and relatively hard, but the test
more closely resembles the stuff you actually do in school. The reading and writing
passages come from history, science, literary, and career-oriented sources. Some math
questions draw on real-world situations. The new SAT also tests your ability to understand
information presented visually, often in graphs or charts, and to recognize and evaluate
evidence. The 2016 SAT eliminates some of its old tricks, such as the penalty for guessing,
and lets you decide whether you want to write the essay. Add everything up, and you arrive
at a test that concentrates on the skills you need to succeed in college and the workplace.
(For details on the changes, check out Chapter 1.)

About This Book

SAT For Dummies, Quick Prep Edition, is a whirlwind tour of the redesigned SAT. (If you
expect to take the old SAT at some point before the spring of 2016, turn to SAT For
Dummies, 8th Edition, by Geraldine Woods, also published by Wiley.) This book takes you
through each section of the 2016 SAT, explaining what the test-makers are looking for and
how you can deliver it. For example, the new SAT makes a point of testing vocabulary in
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context, and that’s how vocabulary shows up in SAT For Dummies, Quick Prep Edition.
As you read, keep an eye out for words and definitions, including in paragraphs that have
nothing to do with vocabulary per se. (By the way, per se means “as such” or “for itself.”)

To help you step up your game on the SAT, this book includes in-depth analysis and
samples of each type of question that the SAT dumps on you — reading comprehension,
math grid-ins, and so forth. To kill still more of your free time (and help you improve your
SAT-tested skills), you get a detailed explanation with each answer so you know what you
answered correctly, what you got wrong, and why. To give you a feel for how ready you are
to take the new SAT, try your hand at the practice test. No, it’s not a real SAT because the
company that produces the actual test is sitting on those rights. The test you get on test
day may not have exactly the same number of questions in exactly the same order as the
ones here, because the test-makers continue to tinker with the format. But the test in this
book is as close as anyone can come without invoking lawyerly attention, and it will prepare
you well for the real thing. As a bonus, you may find that preparing for the SAT improves
your schoolwork, too, as you sharpen your reading skills, polish your grammar, and solve
math problems more efficiently.

This book also uses a few special conventions. Keep them in mind as you work your way
through this book:
v ltalics have three different duties:

¢ To introduce new terms, particularly those that apply to math, analytical reading,
and writing

¢ To refer to portions of a question or answer choice
e To emphasize a particular word or point

v This font highlights words that may be useful when you take the SAT. Check out the
definitions that follow these words, and notice the context. (Mastering words in
context can really improve your score on the SAT.)

+~ Boldface indicates the action part of numbered steps and the main items in bulleted lists.

Foolish Assumptions

In writing this book, we assume several things about you, the reader, including the following:

» You probably hate standardized tests (nearly everybody does!) but want to achieve a
high score on the SAT with minimum effort and maximum efficiency.

»* You've taken the usual math and language arts courses through, say, algebra, geometry,
and sophomore English. If you haven’t taken one of those classes or if you did and still
feel puzzled by the subject, you may want to read some other For Dummies books that
can help you review the material. Take a look at English Grammar For Dummies, 2nd
Edition, for basic information, or go for grammar practice with the English Grammar
Workbook For Dummies, 2nd Edition and 1,001 Grammar Practice Questions For
Dummies (all written by Geraldine Woods). Those of you who struggle with the math
will find these books helpful: Algebra I For Dummies, 2nd Edition, and Algebra II For
Dummies, by Mary Jane Sterling, and Geometry For Dummies, 2nd Edition, by Mark
Ryan. Wiley publishes all these titles.

One assumption we haven’t made is age. True, most people who take the SAT are teenagers,
but not everyone follows the same life path. If you're hitting college after living a little,
good for you. This book can help you remember the schoolwork you need for the SAT,

no matter how many years ago have passed since you sat in a classroom.
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lcons Used in This Book

s

Icons are those cute little pictures that appear in the margins of this book. They indicate
why you should pay special attention to the accompanying text. Here’s how to decode
them.

This icon points out helpful hints about strategy — what the all-star test-takers know and
the rookies want to find out.

This icon identifies the sand traps that the SAT-writers are hoping you fall into as you take
the test. Take note of these warnings so you know what to do (and what not to do) as you
move from question to question on the real SAT.

When you see this icon, be sure to file away the information that accompanies it.
The material will come in handy as you prepare for (and take) the 2016 SAT.

This icon identifies questions that resemble those on the actual SAT. Be sure to read the
answer explanations that always follow the questions.

Where to Go from Here

Okay, now that you know what’s what and where to find it, you have a choice. You can

read every single word of Part I first and then take the practice exam, or you can check out
only the parts of the book that address your “issues,” as they say on daytime talk shows,
concentrating on the kinds of questions you struggle with. (Check out Chapter 3 for an
overview and sample questions similar to those on the exam.) If you're worried about when,
where, and how to sign up and actually take the test, look through Chapters 1 and 2.
Another good way to start is to take the sample test in Part II, score it using the appendix,
and then focus on your weak spots. Feel free to check out www.dummies . com, where you'll
find the “cheat sheet” (which is not for use during the exam) for SAT For Dummies and
up-to-the-minute information on any changes the College Board has made to the test.

No matter what you do next, start by doing something simple: Calm down, stay loose, and
score big on the SAT.
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