
This paper discusses the potential value of catch documentation schemes (CDS) in
deep-sea fisheries (DSF), and the implementation modalities that have to be envisaged,
to ensure the effectiveness of this trade-based tool to combat illegal, unreported and
unregulated (IUU) fishing. The paper argues that CDS are indeed capable of directly
addressing a number of IUU fishing practices known to occur in DSF, and that their
adoption would improve compliance with fisheries management requirements. Key
infringements that may be directly detected and addressed through a CDS include

– but are not limited to – violations of closed areas harbouring protected vulnerable
marine ecosystems (VMEs) in the deep ocean, and quota overfishing. The paper also

establishes the notion that partial coverage of given species through a CDS at the level
of individual RFMOs is incongruous from a trade monitoring and control perspective,

and that CDS should be considered as either/or propositions with regard to species
coverage. With most DSF species having broad distributions straddling many RFMOs,

the implementation modality that avails itself as the most suitable option, enabling the
operation of an effective CDS, is that of a centrally operated electronic CDS platform –

called a super-CDS – shared by a plurality of institutional and state players.
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Cover photograph: Photograph by Rory Stevens on board the Isla Eden, fishing for Patagonian 
toothfish around Heard Island in Australia’s sub-Antarctic during the winter of 2016. 
© Austral Fisheries Pty Ltd.
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Preparation of this document

This technical paper has been prepared under the auspices of the FAO-managed deep-
sea fisheries component of the Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction project funded by 
the Global Environment Facility.

A limited number of countries, fisheries administrations, industry players and 
regional fisheries management organizations were visited physically within the remit 
of this work. Many consultations took place remotely during online meetings and 
electronic mail exchanges. Stakeholders from public and private sectors in the following 
countries and territories were involved in the consultations: Australia; Canada; China, 
Hong Kong SAR; Italy; Japan; Namibia; New Zealand; Spain; the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland; and the United States of America. Consultations 
were undertaken in 2017, while the drafting of the paper was undertaken in the last 
quarter of 2017 and the first quarter of 2018.
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Abstract

This paper discusses the potential value of catch documentation schemes (CDS) in 
deep-sea fisheries (DSF), and the implementation modalities that have to be envisaged, 
to ensure the effectiveness of this trade-based tool to combat illegal, unreported and 
unregulated (IUU) fishing. The paper argues that CDS are indeed capable of directly 
addressing a number of IUU fishing practices known to occur in DSF, and that their 
adoption would improve compliance with fisheries management requirements. Key 
infringements that may be directly detected and addressed through a CDS include 
– but are not limited to – violations of closed areas harbouring protected vulnerable 
marine ecosystems (VMEs) in the deep ocean, and quota overfishing. The paper also 
establishes the notion that partial coverage of given species through a CDS at the level 
of individual RFMOs is incongruous from a trade monitoring and control perspective, 
and that CDS should be considered as either/or propositions with regard to species 
coverage. With most DSF species having broad distributions straddling many RFMOs, 
the implementation modality that avails itself as the most suitable option, enabling the 
operation of an effective CDS, is that of a centrally operated electronic CDS platform – 
called a super-CDS – shared by a plurality of institutional and state players.
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