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Midés Canyon is a mountain oasis situated in
the old village of Mides which was abandoned
in 1969 after floods that killed more than 400
people. Mides is located very close to the border
between Algeria and Tunisia.



UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE
UNITED NATIONS OFFICE FOR DISASTER RISK REDUCTION

WORDS INTO ACTION GUIDELINES
IMPLEMENTATION GUIDE FOR ADDRESSING
WATER-RELATED DISASTERS AND
TRANSBOUNDARY COOPERATION

INTEGRATING DISASTER RISK MANAGEMENT WITH WATER
MANAGEMENT AND CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION

In support of the

T
SENDAI FRAMEWORK

FOR DISASTER RISK REDUCTION 2015-2030

UNITED NATIONS
New York and Geneva, 2018



Requests to reproduce excerpts or to photocopy should be addressed to: permissions@un.org.

All other queries on rights and licenses, including subsidiary rights, should be addressed to:
United Nations Publications, 300 East 42nd St, New York, NY 10017, United States of America.

Email: publications@un.org; website: un.org/publications

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the expression
of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any
country, territory, city or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

Views expressed in the case studies are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the United
Nations or its Member States.

All references to Internet sites and their URL addresses in this publication are as last accessed in July 2018.

This publication has been produced with the financial assistance of the Netherlands and Switzerland.

Schweizerische Eidgenossenschaft
g Confédération suisse

Confederazione Svizzera

Confederaziun svizra

Contact Information

United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction
9-11 Rue de Varembé

Convention on the Protection and Use of
Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes

(Water Convention)

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe
Palais des Nations

CH - 1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

E-mail: water.convention@un.org

Website: www.unece.org/env/water

CH - 1202 Geneva, Switzerland
E-mail : isdr@un.org
Website : www.unisdr.org

ECE/MPWAT/56

UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATION

Sales No. E.18.1.E.30
ISBN: 978-92-1-117177-8
elSBN: 978-92-1-047405-4

Copyright © 2018 United Nations
All rights reserved worldwide



L foewod i

Foreword

Over the past twenty years, there has been a sustained rise and frequency in the number of climate-related disasters
such as floods and droughts. A large part of disaster risk is directly or indirectly linked to water. It is estimated that the
global average annual loss from disasters will increase from an annual average of USS$ 260 billion in 2015 to US$ 414
billion by 2030. This puts at risk economic growth, poverty reduction, peace, and more generally, the achievement
of the Sustainable Development Goals.

Adopted by the United Nations Member States in 2015, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030
was conceived to reduce and to prevent disaster risk and losses related to lives and livelihoods, economic losses
and damage to infrastructure. This is achieved by greater understanding of disaster risk, by strengthening resilience
of people and communities with focus on those most at risk, and by decisive action by all of society to ensure risk
informed development, planning and investments. The United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) is
the focal point of the United Nations system for disaster risk reduction and the custodian of the Sendai Framework,
supporting countries and societies in its implementation, monitoring and review of progress.

Disasters do not respect borders. International basins represent nearly half of the Earth’s land surface and are home
to 40 per cent of the world’s population. Thus, risks and challenges associated with their management are frequently
shared by neighbouring countries. Transboundary cooperation is often key to successfully reducing disaster risk
and water-related hazards, highlighting the need for strong collaboration across borders. The Convention on
the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes (Water Convention) serviced
by the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) requires countries to cooperate in managing
transboundary waters and addressing disasters, and it supports them through the development of guidance,
exchange of experiences and projects on the ground.

This Words into Action guide intends to strengthen the capacity of Member States to implement the Sendai
Framework and the Water Convention by offering a road map with concrete examples to help address water-
related disasters, especially in situations where the transboundary context adds to the complexity of risk reduction.
It specifically targets the water, disaster risk reduction and climate change communities and aims to bring them
together so that they may jointly design effective and comprehensive disaster reduction measures.

While transboundary cooperation and sectoral cooperation may further complicate the implementation of disaster
risk reduction measures, it also offers unique possibilities to enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of plans and
programmes by advancing synergies arising from cooperation and resulting in more robust risk reduction activities.

We hope this guide will provide readers, governments and other actors with useful advice to enhance transboundary
cooperation in light of the increasing pressures on water resources and the adverse effects of climate change.

Olga Algayerova Mami Mizutori

Executive Secretary of the United Nations Special Representative of the United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe Secretary-General for Disaster Risk Reduction
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