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Foreword

I have known Jan Selling for many years but came closer to his work while pre-
siding on the board of the Roma Archive, an experience I value greatly. Getting
to know him better, both personally and later through his work, while at the
same time having discussions within the framework of the Roma Archive,
I came to understand his position better. He is one of those academics with a
high capacity of self-reflection on his position, not only as a researcher but also
as a white, middle-class male. We sometimes used to joke about this mixture
of privileges while I was listing my intersectional dis-privileges. Knowing his
wife, Solvor, longer than him, I understood why they came together and what
brought and has kept them together: humanism and self-reflection on power,
being some of the most wonderful aspects of their relationship.

So, the lines I write here are more about my emotions, which have devel-
oped in 30 years of activism a conscience for the recognition and acceptance
of what and how we feel when we read, talk, and revendicate our history. This
book brought me emotions of all kinds, including anger and sadness. As a fan
of Papusza, the Polish Romani poet, I am including here some of her verses
from the poem “Tears of Blood,” the story of the Holocaust, so meaningful for
the work Jan has done in this book:

coee All the birds

are praying for our children,

so the evil people, vipers, will not kill them.
Ab, fate!

My unlucky luck!

Snow fell as thick as leaves,
barred our way,

vii



Foreword

such heavy snow, it buried the cartwheels.
One had to trample a track,
push the carts behind the horses.

How many miseries and hungers!

How many sorrows and roads!

How many sharp stones pierced our feet!
How many bullets flew by our ears!*

Later, we drew closer during all the heated public debates regarding the
writings of another generation of non-Romani researchers, writings which
across the years, with the cooperation of Romani scholars, have contributed
to the power of non-Roma in academic spheres. These kinds of academic
and power attitudes towards Roma are the best expressed in the work of the
Gypsy Lore Society. This power has defined who we are, what we should
wear, how we should behave, and what the policies of the state should be
for our “integration” and “civilization,” because we, Roma, “poor us,” are
unable to say a word. Their colonial attitude toward Roma, unfortunately,
still exists even today.

I, as a Romani civil rights activist, feminist, and academic, have at the same
time faced the criticisms of the worlds surrounding these roles, faced with the
criticism of being either a nationalist, a de-constructivist, or not being objec-
tive enough to be a real researcher, and I could go on and on with this. In
reading this book, we may feel it become very personal, in a strange way. Even
though I have read, used, and practiced strategic essentializing, and have con-
tributed to the politics of memorialization and the pioneering of critical dis-
course studies, the lines in this book make me understand where I am and why:
a Romani woman living in this century who identifies with her ancestors and
their struggles. It is like a trip through my own history.

One of the aspects of my discourse is the statement that we are a people
without power, who have not practiced the institutions of power, and have
only recently through our own self-organization come to learn some of this.
However, even though lacking access to institutionalized power, we have
achieved so much! This book is like a record of the struggles for emancipation,
intellectual autonomy, and decolonialization. One thought haunted me while

1 Translated from the Polish by Yala Korwin. https://balticworlds.com/papusza/.

viii



Foreword

reading the chapters on history: how Europe calls itself a modern, civilized
and superior society, while having cultivated antigypsyism for centuries to the
point that it has become the most accepted form of racism.

DRr NicorLeTA BrTu,

Romani feminist activist
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Introduction

Roma is an umbrella term for groups of people who share a common ances-
try and language. But only to a certain extent. And not all groups normally
included in this umbrella-term self-identify as Roma. With this in mind, I will
initially use this umbrella term, as do most Roma activists and government
authorities in Sweden and across the globe. As I proceed, I will be more differ-
entiated with the terms I use when referring to certain peoples.

This is a book about Roma written by a non-Romani person. I have done a
great deal of reflection about what this positionality means." I have therefore
taken extra care to conduct my research in dialogue with the Roma I have come
into contact with during my work as a teacher, researcher, and academic activ-
ist in Romani studies since 2010. At the same time, this is a book with impli-
cations that extend beyond the Roma, as it deals with collective human prob-
lems such as liberation and social justice in the spirit of emancipatory research.

The terms emancipation and liberation are often considered synonymous.
However, while there is overlap between the terms, they are not exactly inter-
changeable. In Marxist theory, the term-couple is sometimes called political
and human emancipation. I have chosen to use both terms here because of
their distinct associations. The term emancipation is often used in its most lit-
eral sense: that a certain group (for emancipation is always collective) is given
the same legal and social rights as others in a society. A common understanding
of the notion emphasizes emancipation as something that is given—a group is
given rights thanks to the actions of other groups or structural changes in soci-
ety. This has often been the case in some of the defining moments in Roma his-
tory I discuss here, such as the liberation from soo years of slavery in Southeast
Europe. However, emancipation can also be conceived of as the process and

effort through which a group achieves rights. For the purposes of this book,

1 Foran analysis on the issues from a Romani perspective, see Mété, Generational Changes.
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the latter perspective is more useful, and the very struggle to achieve civil and
social justice can be seen as emancipation. Similarly, what is meant by the term
emancipatory research is that it ultimately aims to root out oppression and
contribute to change, whether that is subordination due to class, ethnicity,
skin color, religion, gender or sexual orientation.

Liberation has a broader meaning and includes an existential dimension
whereby humans realize their full potential through liberation. The French
philosopher Henri Lefebvre described emancipation as a necessary step
towards liberation.> The concept of liberation is also a central component of
the pedagogical tradition linked to Paulo Freire. According to Freire, aware-
ness-raising is the first step in any group’s struggle to achieve social justice.’ He
proceeded from the assumption that unjust hierarchies of power are accepted
due to perceptions and norms imprinted in both oppressors and the oppressed
through the church, school, mass media and other areas of culture. This is
what Antonio Gramsci called cultural hegemony.* Freire ultimately inspired
a religious movement among a number of South American Catholic priests
in the 1960s that came to be known as liberation theology. The priests applied
their religious faith to take an active role in social change and human libera-
tion here on earth.’

The hegemony perspective is a central component of this book. Discourse
is a second central concept, which I use to describe people’s approaches to
reality in their words and actions. My interpretation of hegemony thereby
concerns the dominant discourse, the approach that is considered normal
or natural. In my 2013 book, Svensk antiziganism (Swedish antigypsyism), I
showed how the hegemony of antigypsyism developed and manifested itself
in Sweden historically. Finally, I use the term “cultural memory” to describe a
society’s historical consciousness and collective identity. Cultural memory is
always collective and can be seen as the dominant discourse in terms of histor-
ical consciousness and the identity shared within a certain group or in society
at large. Who are we? Who are they? The collective memory exists in a per-
petual state of change. It serves as the arena where cultural struggle plays out.
Within the Roma collective, this may relate to the relationship with, and the
sense of community shared with other groups. In the majority society, this
may relate to the question who is to be included in notions of the national.

Lefebvre, Marx sociologi, chapter s.

Freire, Pedagogy of the Oppressed.

Gramsci, En kollektiv intellektuell.
Chasteen, Latinamerikas historia, chapter 9.

“©oR W P



Introduction

In applying this lens to Swedish culture, for example, one may ask: What is
Swedishness? Has Swedishness become multicultural, or has it always been
that way? We all constantly apply these mechanisms of inclusion and exclu-
sion to the patchwork of collective identities we are part of. An individual
person can be, for example, Roma, Swedish, a Stockholmer, Hammarby foot-
ball supporter and a woman.

The history of antigypsyism (also known as antiziganism or anti-Roma rac-
ism) centers around the prejudices, fantasies, violence, oppression, and dis-
criminatory practices of the majority society against people associated with
the stereotype of “gypsies.” In this book, I take the opposite perspective to the
research I presented in 2013, and instead discuss Romani liberation and eman-
cipation from a historical and international perspective.

State of the Art

In a 2018 essay, Romani author Agnes Dardczi together with Jénos Barsony
invoke the Roma’s right to their own history: a history indelibly marked by
persecution, but also by coexistence, of everyday existence, of common people,
heroes, and role models. The essay serves as a call to action to Roma and non-
Roma alike.®

There is a rich literature on the Romani language and culture as well as
an extensive body of research that examines the different aspects of Romani
life in terms of social or educational conditions. Much of this has been char-
acterized by biased, colonial or exotifying perspectives, which manifest “epis-
temic violence”” However, in recent years, emancipatory perspectives have
also emerged. In my commentary on this literature in chapter 3, I note that
Romani studies is in the process of being decolonized.

Yet, historians have thus far neglected themes concerning Romani politi-
cal mobilization and emancipation, except as components of the bigger picture
of historical antigypsyism,® or within biographical or autobiographical works.
In Sweden, noteworthy works on this subject include the books of Katarina

Taikon, Berith Kalander, Sofia Taikon, Lawen Mohtadi and Hans Caldaras,

6 Barsony and Daréczi, “Forbidden People.”

7 Epistemic violence can be defined as an oppressive technology that excludes under-privileged groups from
knowledge production and prevents them from making themselves heard, as well as the actual contribu-
tions of knowledge to violent societal domination. Brunner, “Conceptualizing Epistemic Violence.”

8  See,e.g, Selling et al., Antiziganism; Achim, Roma in Romanian History.
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and from Norway, Tore-Jarl Bielenberg.® The political struggle of Finnish
Roma has been examined by Sarita Friman-Korpela and Marko Stenroos.™
On the international level, existing research is dominated by the social sci-
ences with short-term historical perspectives. The exceptions are the works
of Thomas Acton, Ian Hancock, Yaron Matras and Elena Marushiakova and
Vesselin Popov.”" An overview based on this research can be found online at
the Council of Europe’s Factsheets on Roma History.'* At the same time, these
researchers are actors sitting on different sides of an intense conflict over how
Romani history is to be written, which is also a common thread throughout
this book. Acton and Hancock have been accused of being activists rather than
scientists, while Matras and Marushiakova and Popov have been portrayed as
advocates of gypsylorism and colonial perspectives on Roma.

A major recurring issue is the view of Romani identity and Romani ethnic-
ity. According to Norwegian historian Anne Minken, research has historically
been based largely on essentialism, the idea that an ethnic group is defined
based on characteristics that are considered to be more or less unchanging over
time. In applying this approach, it follows that the researcher assumes the right
to label and catalogue ethnic groups. Historically, essentialist Romani research
has swung back and forth between an approach based on ethnographic (cul-
tural) aspects and social criteria in an attempt to define who is a “Traveler,”

» <« » «

“Gypsy Traveler,” “Gypsy,” “Roma,” “Tater,” “Romani,” or a subset of these cat-
egories.” Sociologist Mihai Surdu has concluded that the ambition to create
an “objective,” (i.e., positivist), classification of different groups of “Gypsies”
was formative for the creation of the Gypsy Lore Society and that this “clas-
sical paradigm” has up to this day been dominant, though in later decades
increasingly questioned.™

AsIwill show in this book, essentialist views of Romani people continue to
prevail today and have always played an important role in shaping the policies

of the majority society. The opposite of essentialism is an approach that posits

9 Taikon, Zigenerska; Taikon, Zigenare ir vi; Kalander, Sorj inte lidandet; Lundgren and Taikon, Sofia
Z-4s15; Caldaras, I betraktarens dgon; Selling, Svensk antiziganism; Mohtadi, Katarina Taikon; Bielen-
berg, Romd/Sigoynere.

10 Friman-Korpela, “Den finskromska politikens internationella férbindelser,” 226-251; Stenroos, “Move-
ment in Finland.”

11 See, e.g., Acton “Transnational Movements of Roma; Hancock, Danger! Educated Gypsy, 223-279;
Marushiakova and Popov, Roma Voices in History; Marushiakova and Popov, “Nation Without a State?”

12 Wogg, Pawlata and Wiedenhofer, eds., “Institutionalisation and Emancipation.” in Factsheets on Roma
History, https://www.coe.int/en/web/roma-and-travellers/roma-history-factsheets.

13 Minken, Tatere i Norden, 431.

14 Surdu, Those Who Count, 88-89.
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identity and ethnicity as a dynamic process linked to cultural memories, a pro-
cess in a state of perpetual transformation, shaped by human interaction and
the course of history. In taking this anti-essentialist approach it follows that
only an individual can decide how they are to be identified in relation to the
group and that an individual can identify in myriad ways simultaneously. But
this type of identification is not an arbitrary process. An individual’s afliliation
with a group may or may not be accepted.

However, essentialism is not always exclusively a colonial perspective
adopted by outsiders. Not unlike the nationalists of the majority society, ethnic
groups can choose to streamline cultural expressions and the depiction of their
origins in order to clearly define who is included in the group. This approach,
sometimes called “strategic essentialism” can be an effective political tool, as
it creates a sense of cohesion within the group and identifies the group to the
outside world as a force with the right to self-determination.’s Romani nation-
alism is an issue that often appears in the historiography of Romani emanci-
pation and liberation, though in the case of the Roma, this does not necessar-
ily mean aspiring to secure a geographical homeland. However, this strategy is
controversial, even among Romani activists.

Ethnologist Ioana Bunescu contends that Romani ethnopolitics tend to
be closely linked to the everyday routines and practices of Roma—separatism
and solidarity within the group—but de-emphasizes the perhaps equally dom-
inant strategy of seeking interaction with and belonging in major society.’® On
the one hand, the shared identity that unites Romani people across national
borders is perhaps the greatest resource for the Romani civil rights movement.'”
On the other hand, an overly narrow Romani identity can be seen as inter-
nalized gypsylorism. The British social work researcher, Brian Belton, identi-
fies as “Gypsy,” but believes that “The notion of a permanent and unchanging
Gypsy identity is, as such, related much more to the thinking of the ‘dark ages’
than it is to post-enlightened thought; it is in fact regressive.”*® Another objec-
tion to strategic essentialism is that it can lead to divisions between different
Romani groups. In addition, a certain balancing act is needed to combine the
perspective of a “national minority,” as in the name of the Central Council of

15 Ryder, Sites of Resistance, 125. The concept of “strategic essentialism” was established in 1985 by the Indi-
an postcolonial, feminist philosopher Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak. Grosz, “Criticism”. Spivak would later
warn that the term can easily be misused if it is only used as a descriptive theory rather than a temporary,
liberating practice. Hjorth, Fortvivlade lisningar, so-s4.

16 Bunescu, Roma in Europe, 71.

17 McGarry, Who Speaks for Roma? 141.

18 Belton, “Knowing Gypsies,” 42.
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German Sinti and Roma (also, the term “Swedish Roma” is not exactly suit-
able, because it only applies to one of the Romani groups in Sweden) and the
perspective “transnational minority,” as in “Europe’s largest ethnic minority,”
“World Romani Congress,” and so forth. Political scientist Martin Kovats is
among those who most strongly questioned Romani nationalism. According
to Kovats, it is not a question of emancipatory ideology but of the manipula-
tion of a vulnerable group by Romani elites.”

However, others argue that Romani ethnopolitical mobilization may very
well cope with all these challenges. According to Ian Hancock, it is a matter
of understanding history as the basis for a political community of interest that
interconnects and respects cultural differences within the Romani collective.*
British Romani theologian and artist Damian le Bas argued that Romani iden-
tity should not be defined according to cultural similarities, or having origins
in India, but on the basis of the common experience of the diaspora.>” Belgian
political scientist Peter Vermeersch contends that the young, educated internet-
savvy generation of Romani activists is successfully reshaping notions of what
a Romani identity can be. He argues that, in this way, new political alliances
have been formed, and activism has turned more towards the political sphere.
He sees examples of this shift in the international youth network TernYpe and
in the European Roma Grassroots Organizations Network (ERGO).>*

Very little research has been done that compares the civil rights struggle
of Romani and other groups. I will provide several examples in this book to
demonstrate how the African-American civil rights movement has served
as an inspiration for the Romani civil rights movement, but also to show
that European Romani activism has had difficulty achieving the same type
of impact thus far. An important study in this area is the comparison of the
Roma rights and American civil rights struggle by Felix B. Chang and Sunnie
T. Rucker-Chang in 2020. By comparing developments in post 1989 Eastern
Europe with the US civil rights history of the 1950s and 1960s from a legal-
ist perspective, they highlight one of the key aspects of this book: what fac-
tors make major society do something about the emancipation of minorities.
Their conclusion is that things are only put in motion when there is a “conver-
gence of interest.”** In the 2017 volume Realizing Roma Rights, human rights

19 Kovats, “Politics of Roma Identity.”

20 Hancock, We Are the Romani People, 273-279; Hancock, “Keynote,” xxx.
21 Le Bas, “The Possible Implication.”

22 Vermeersch, “Roma Mobilization and Participation,” 211-212.

23 Changand Rucker-Chang, Roma Rights and Civil Rights.
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scholar Jacqueline Bhabha points to the African American civil rights veteran
and lawyer Jack Greenberg who distilled the recipe for success in the struggle
towards desegregation into three key items: legal struggle with support from
fundamental rights documents, mass mobilization and strong leadership.
According to Greenberg, the Romani activists in Europe have been effective
on the first item, but the latter two have been missing.** The question is why.

Both within the research community and among activists, the explanation
for this lack of success is often sought in Romani leadership, which has been
characterized by elitism, but also in the fact that Romani too often lined up as
“alibi Roma,” who were asked to legitimize projects that were not in the inter-
ests of the larger group of Roma. As a result, Romani issues continue to be con-
trolled by the majority society’s consultants and “gypsy experts,” albeit in a
modern incarnation, while the Romani have been forced to navigate systems
that have themselves been the cause of the problems.?s

One of the most prominent voices in the movement, the philosopher Nicolae
Gheorghe, highlighted the lack of attention to these two items. He argued, for
example, that the EU’s inclusion strategies for Romani were developed with
only symbolic Roma participation and therefore could not be expected to repre-
sent Romani interests.*® Inclusion risked becoming a new age of cultural assim-
ilation in a neoliberal Europe. Bhabha draws attention to the fact that “much
European Roma policy, within the European Commission, for example, has
been prompted not by grassroots demands for justice or inclusion but by pres-
sure from EU member states concerned about Roma migration.”” Similarly,
Polish activist and ethnologist Andrzej Mirga criticized The Decade of Roma
Inclusion, which was established upon the initiative of the World Bank in col-
laboration with the Open Society Foundation and twelve states in Eastern
Europe.*® Yet another answer is given in a recent dissertation of social and cul-
tural anthropologist Marko Stenroos. He argues that if policy recommenda-
tions are not grounded in profound analyses of antigypsyism, they make Roma
responsible for their own subordination and the policies will inevitably fail.>

The rise of professionalized NGOs (non-governmental organizations) has
also been the subject of criticism. On the one hand, they are called into ques-

24 Bhabha, “Realizing Roma Rights,” 8.

25 Cemlyn, Ryder and Acton, eds., Hearing the Voices, 220-23s; see also Kwiek, “Unintentional Exclusion.”

26 Vermeersch, “Roma Mobilization and Participation,” 204, note 17; Cemlyn, Ryder and Acton, eds., Hear-
ing the Voices, 222.

27 Bhabha, “Realizing Roma Rights,” 4.

28 Mirga, “Roma Policy in Europe.”

29 Stenroos, Social Orders.
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tion by authors like Marushiakova and Popov who use the derogatory term
“Gypsy industry,” to scornfully state that they are run by Roma “whose sole
educational and professional qualification is the Roma origin (often contested
by other Roma)” with the single purpose of attracting earmarked funds.?* On
the other hand, the NGOs have been criticized for being governed accord-
ing to the views of the financiers, and as such, are tools for a kind of neolib-
eral colonialism. According to Nidhi Trehan, this agenda has led to symbolic
victories for Romani rights, while at the same time, structural discrimination
has continued to increase. Trehan’s analysis paints a pessimistic picture, where
Romani organizations cannot overcome the structural violence inherent in
the economic system on their own. Trehan recommends long-term initiatives
to strengthen autonomy locally through education, grassroots activism, and
member-run local organizations.>'

In his autoethnographic study, British sociologist Andrew Ryder discusses
the recent Romani awakening, wherein the civil rights movement is attempt-
ing to take a new approach. Similar to Trehan, he highlights the structural
antigypsyism, the racialization of poverty, which afflicted the Roma after the
fall of Eastern European state socialism and the recent financial crises. The
Roma have thus taken a double hit: socio-economic exclusion and they are tar-
gets of racist scapegoating. Despite this bleak depiction of the current state of
affairs, Ryder sees signs of hope both in Romani grassroots activism, which
often relates to concrete issues, and within academia, where critical Romani
studies challenge exclusionary discourses and raise new questions for discus-
sion. Ryder asserts that these new paths can have successful outcomes, espe-
cially if they open the door to alliances with other marginalized groups but
emphasizes that it will require careful navigation to avoid familiar pitfalls such
as elitism, symbolic politics, and the dominance of strategic essentialism.>*

Research on antigypsyism has demonstrated the importance of addressing
its historical roots, for understanding today’s structural antigypsyism and the
continued normalcy of antigypsy attitudes.’* For example, a guiding principle
behind the Swedish authority Forum for Living History’s mission is for knowl-
edge of history to contribute to a deeper understanding, thereby challenging
scapegoating, stereotypes, and prejudices. Facts about the historical longue
duree of Romani presence in European countries have been crucial for their

30  Marushiakova and Popov, “Nation Without a State.”

31 Trehan, Human Rights Entrepreneurship.

32 Ryder, Sites of Resistance, 125.

33 SOU 2010:55; Selling, Svensk antiziganism; Wippermann, “Longue Durée of Antiziganism.”
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recognition as national minorities. Awareness of history is also a crucial com-
ponent of the cultural memory for society as a whole, as well as for the collec-
tive identities of ethnic groups or other groups. Awareness of the importance
of history is in fact growing, which has compelled museums and other cultural
heritage institutions to become more inclusive and representative.’* Above all,
the politics of memorialization have proved to be a powerful source for eman-
cipatory struggles for Roma and other colonized peoples, which I frame in this
book around the notion of historical justice: struggles for recognition, apolo-
gies, material compensation, memorials and memorial days, historical rectifi-
cation and awareness-raising activities.

However, with few exceptions, there is an overall lack of historical writ-
ing about the Romani people and their process of secking liberation, eman-
cipation and historical justice. In an effort to fill this gap, the online knowl-
edge platform RomArchive (Digital Archive of the Roma) made a curated
selection of material available on the history of the Romani civil rights move-
ment in 2019.35 RomArchive was established on the initiative of the Central
Council of German Sinti and Roma and the European Roma Cultural
Foundation based in Budapest. The stated purpose of the platform is to decol-
onize knowledge by highlighting Romani perspectives on Romani culture,
politics, and history.

The section dealing with the Romani civil rights movement was curated by
Professor of Romani Studies Thomas Acton, sociologist Angéla Kéczé, anthro-
pologist Anna Mirga-Kruszelnicka, and myself as a historian. Historical devel-
opments of the movement after 1945 are covered in essays on Argentina and
Latin America, Finland, France, Canada and the USA, Norway, Poland,
Romania, Spain, the United Kingdom, Sweden, the Czech Republic and
Slovakia, Germany, Hungary and Austria. In addition, the section includes in-
depth essays on the transnational Romani civil rights movement, migration,
historical justice and the fight to counter antigypsyism, the women’s move-
ment, youth activism and de-segregation activism.

The extensive, and hitherto not comparatively analyzed body of material
presented in RomArchive constitutes the most important source material in
my research.

34 See, e.g., Riksantikvarieimbetet, “Kulturen dr mingfald!”

35 See www.romarchive.eu. Note that due to copyright restrictions, RomArchive has not posted all avail-
able material on its website. Other material is made available upon request. RomArchive is managed by
The Documentation and Cultural Center of German Sinti and Roma in Heidelberg, Germany, www.sin-
tiundroma.de.



Introduction

The fundamental questions explored in this book are: What happened,
when and why? What conditions favored or hindered Romani emancipa-
tion and liberation? It is beyond the scope of this book to cover all countries
equally or to go in depth with organizational structures of Romani move-
ments. Instead, I wish to highlight some crucial historical stages of success and
some important protagonists. By including a more comprehensive study of the
Swedish experiences, my aim is to connect the Swedish historiography with the
international, thereby discussing reciprocal contexts and lessons to be learned.

I have previously published parts of my research results in Swedish and
English. In this book, I have added more material, re-examined my results and
put them together into a larger body of work intended for a wider international
audience.

Outline

The first part of the book explores different aspects of the international history
of Romani emancipation and liberation. Chapter 1 provides a chronological
perspective on important steps like the migration to Europe, the earliest exam-
ples of emancipation in medieval Byzantium and the Ottoman Empire, the
affirmative actions of the early Soviet Union in the 1920s, and the multifaceted
Romani resistance to Nazism. The chapter then describes the Romani move-
ment’s shifting agenda and organizational forms—from the 1950s cosmopol-
itan Romani think tank in Paris and the issue of basic civil rights via the leg-
endary first World Romani Congress in London on April 8, 1971, to the 2010s
professionalized NGO activism on inclusion and discrimination.

Chapter 2 looks at the connection between Romani politics in differ-
ent countries in relation to historical justice and the fight against antigypsy-
ism. The analysis shows how battles around writing history became linked
both with the quest for social justice and with collective Romani identity dis-
courses. The chapter provides a thematic overview of important outcomes of
the struggles: commissions of inquiry, apologies and recognitions, material
compensation issues, memory politics, memorial days and physical memori-
als as well as giving examples of Romani extra-parliamentary interventions
against antigypsyism.

Chapter 3 is based on the ideology-critical problem of how marginaliz-
ing and epistemically oppressive tendencies in Romani studies (and its his-
torical predecessor “Gypsiology”) can be identified and overcome. Through
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