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Preface and Acknowledgement

A number of political and theoretical analyses came into conclusion that Turkey’s foreign policy
in the post-1980s has been by being a part of western hegemonic system. Such approaches deal
with involving Turkey itself within the regional projects (e.g., Greater Middle East Project) that
became in line of organizing the policies of the Middle East in accordance with the US interests.
In my opinion, these analyses do not offer an adequate perspective on how the changed
sociocultural dynamics and the new identity perspective of Turkey affected the foreign policy
approach in the post-1980s. Moreover, other rationalist perspectives such as realists do not
provide a comprehensive answer to this policy approach because of this new political approach’s
identity based positioning rather than a mere national interest understanding.

Instead of these hegemonic - rationalist perspectives, present work advocates an identity-
interest approach that deals with the changes both in Turkey’s social structure and the balance of
power in the Middle East politics. A view that focuses more on the changes in the hegemonic
political ideology and everyday politics that brings the perspectives of commons, according to the
view represented here, more adequately explain the transformation of identity and the directions
of international relations of Turkey after the 1980s.

The present work focuses on two key socio-political developments in the period after the
1980s: The involvement of Islam and pro-Islamic movements in the public sphere that affected
the foreign policy preferences and popularization of the discourse on social, cultural and political
perspectives of the Ottoman Empire that reflected itself as neo-Ottomanism in the formation of
foreign policy of Turkey. In the first part of the book, Turkey’s pro-Western foreign policy
otientation in the pre-1980s and the major theoretical debates on the foreign policy change of
Turkey towards the Middle East, after the 1980s, will be presented. In the second part, the
conceptualization of Turkey’s neo-Ottomanist foreign policy approach will be presented. The case
study on Turkey’s involvement in the conflict between Isracl and Palestine and Iraq’s
reconstruction process after the Iraq War in 2003 will be analyzed based on Turkey’s neo-
Ottomanist foreign policy approach.

This book was developed from my submitted MA dissertation in the Faculty of Social
Sciences at University of Kassel in 2010. It is the product of intellectual resources that was gained
in the various years of research. Hereby, first, I would like to express my deepest appreciation to
my supervisor Dr. Friederike Habermann. With the opportunities she provided me during the
process of writing this dissertation and her supervision, encouragement and feedback, this
dissertation came to a conclusion. Also, I would like to thank to PD. Dr. Stefan Schmalz for being
my second supervisor during the writing process of the dissertation. I am grateful for his insight
and support.

My sincere thanks to my wife who has always been with me with her emotional support
during the writing process of this book. My mother and father deserve the appreciation too,
because their encouragement and all support during my all studies. Also, I thank to the friends at
the University of Kassel and the Justus Liebig University of Giessen as their comments and
feedback were constructive.
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