
Linda Hewitt

"Isamilis do not look Muslim".The Isma ili
Community and Constructions of Islam and
Modernity in Germany

Master's Thesis

Languages





Bibliographic information published by the German National Library:

The German National Library lists this publication in the National Bibliography;
detailed bibliographic data are available on the Internet at http://dnb.dnb.de .

This book is copyright material and must not be copied, reproduced, transferred,
distributed, leased, licensed or publicly performed or used in any way except as
specifically permitted in writing by the publishers, as allowed under the terms and
conditions under which it was purchased or as strictly permitted by applicable
copyright law. Any unauthorized distribution or use of this text may be a direct
infringement of the author s and publisher s rights and those responsible may be
liable in law accordingly.

Imprint:

Copyright © 2016 GRIN Verlag
ISBN: 9783346113498

This book at GRIN:

https://www.grin.com/document/513927



Linda Hewitt

"Isamilis do not look Muslim". The Isma ili Community
and Constructions of Islam and Modernity in Germany

GRIN Verlag



GRIN - Your knowledge has value

Since its foundation in 1998, GRIN has specialized in publishing academic texts by
students, college teachers and other academics as e-book and printed book. The
website www.grin.com is an ideal platform for presenting term papers, final papers,
scientific essays, dissertations and specialist books.

Visit us on the internet:

http://www.grin.com/

http://www.facebook.com/grincom

http://www.twitter.com/grin_com



 

 

 

“Ismaʿilis Do Not Look Muslim” 

 The Ismaʿili Community and Constructions of Islam and 

Modernity in Germany 

 

Thesis submitted in partial fulfilment 

of the requirements of the degree of 

Master of Arts 

In Middle Eastern Studies 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Author: Linda Hewitt 
Date: May 2016 

 
 

 

The only constant is change. 

Heraclitus 

 



2 

Abstract 

 

This thesis examines Ismaʿili individuals’ “lived religion” through personal views on religious 

values combined with daily practices in German society. Since a Eurocentric view on Islam 

often fails to recognize the complexities of Muslim communities while emphasizing the Muslim 

faith as incompatible with “modernity”, the current study of the Ismaʿili branch serves as an 

example of Muslim practices that adapt and adjust its divine principles to a modern and secular 

society while maintain its unique religious identity. Important values of everyday life are 

observed in connection to Ulrich Beck’s and Anthony Gidden’s “reflexive modernity” theory 

as a process that encompasses old and new traditions while adapting ambiguous and pluralist 

forms of contemporary societies. 
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