English

llayda Can

Masculinity in Crisis.An Analysis of
Contemporary Pandemic Novels

Master's Thesis




YOUR KNOWLEDGE HAS VALUE

- We will publish your bachelor’s and
master’'s thesis, essays and papers

- Your own eBook and book -
sold worldwide in all relevant shops

- Earn money with each sale

Upload your text at www.GRIN.com
and publish for free

GIRINIS



Bibliographic information published by the German National Library:

The German National Library lists this publication in the National Bibliography;
detailed bibliographic data are available on the Internet at http://dnb.dnb.de .

This book is copyright material and must not be copied, reproduced, transferred,
distributed, leased, licensed or publicly performed or used in any way except as
specifically permitted in writing by the publishers, as allowed under the terms and
conditions under which it was purchased or as strictly permitted by applicable
copyright law. Any unauthorized distribution or use of this text may be a direct
infringement of the author s and publisher s rights and those responsible may be
liable in law accordingly.

Imprint:

Copyright © 2022 GRIN Verlag
ISBN: 9783346932129

This book at GRIN:
https://www.grin.com/document/1383247



llayda Can

Masculinity in Crisis. An Analysis of Contemporary
Pandemic Novels

GRIN Verlag



GRIN - Your knowledge has value

Since its foundation in 1998, GRIN has specialized in publishing academic texts by
students, college teachers and other academics as e-book and printed book. The
website www.grin.com is an ideal platform for presenting term papers, final papers,
scientific essays, dissertations and specialist books.

Visit us on the internet:

http://www.grin.com/
http://www.facebook.com/grincom

http://www.twitter.com/grin_com



Master’s Thesis

Masculinity in Contemporary Pandemic Novels

Submitted by: Ilayda Can

Course of Studies: M. Ed. Lehramt an Gymnasien (Germanistik, Anglistik)

Date of Submission: November 9, 2022



Table of Contents

1. Introduction: Approaching Masculinity in Pandemic Novels...........ceceeevueerueennen. 1
2. Theoretical Back@rounds........ccceeveereciccnerccscsannecsssnsresssssssscssnnes 5
2.1 Masculinity and Its Behavioral Characteristics .........cccoevvveeriieeerieeriieecieeeeiee e 5
2.2 Literary Viagra: The Rise of Male Suffering in (Pandemic) Literature ................. 7
2.3 Literature and Masculinity: Masculinity from a Reader’s Perspective .................. 8
2.4 Hegemonic Masculinity, Subordinate Variants, and Healthy Masculinity ............ 9
2.5 Male Dominance and Violence: A Prejudice-Based Concept? ..........ccccveeeunennnee. 12
2.6 Patriarchy: The Origin of Violence Against Women?...........c.cceecveevvveeniieeenneenns 14
2.7 Misandry vs. Misogyny — WoMen Shooting at WoMen..........cccccccevveneiieneenens 17

3. Arthur and Tyler Leander’s Embodiment of Masculinity in Emily St. John
MandeD’s STAtIOnN EIEVEr ......uuonueenneeenueensuennnnensaensnensaenssnnsssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssesss 18

3.1 Introducing Father and Son and their Behavioral Characteristics ...........c.cccc.e.... 18

3.2 Divergence of Male Suffering: The Negative Effects of a Strained Relationship

between Father and SON .........c.oooiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 22
3.3 Exploring Arthur’s Type of Masculinity ..........cccocceevcvieriieriienienieeieeeie e 24
3.4 Exploring Tyler’s Type of Masculinity ..........cccceevieeiiienieeiiieniecieeee e 26

3.5 Arthur’s Renunciation of Violence vs. Tyler’s Use of Structural and Psychological

3.6 Perceiving Father and Son: Arthur as a Victim of Philandry and Tyler’s
MiSOEYNIStIC AHEUAE ...ooouvieniiiiiieiie ettt ettt eneens 29

3.7 The Impact of Arthur’s and Tyler’s Public Acts on Their Masculinity and Pre- and
PoStapoCalyptic SOCIELY .....ccueeiiriiiriiiiiitetee et 30

3.8 How the Psycho-Narration Affects the Perception of Arthur and His Masculinity

4. Ling Ma’s Input to Masculinity in Severance ...........eecccvevessercssnscssnnicssssscsnnens 33

4.1 Introducing the Post-Pandemic Hunter Bob and Candace’s Third Uncle ............ 33



4.2 Male Fragility and Discontent in Adulthood After and Before the Shen Fever

OUEDTEAK ...ttt sttt sttt et et e bt e tesaeenaeennen 35
4.3 Exploring Bob’s Type of MasCUliNIty .........ccceveerieeeiiieeiiee e 37
4.4 Exploring the Third Uncle’s Type of Masculinity..........cccceeveveeercreeenieeenieeenienns 38
4.5 The Causes of Violence Before and After the Pandemic ...........ccccoocieiininie. 39
4.6 Bob and the Third Uncle Inciting Misandry ...........cccccveeeviieniiieniieeniie e 41

4.7 How Bob’s and the Third Uncle’s Private Acts Affect Their Masculinity and the
People around TREm .......cc.ooiiiiiiiiiecie e ens 42

4.8 The Effect of Anaphoras in Direct Speeches by Bob and the Third Uncle........... 43

5. Targeting Men: Representations of Masculinity in Christina Sweeney-Baird’s The
ERA Of MEM cauunennaenonnavnnsnnrnssnnnnssssisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssasssssas 45

5.1 The Decline of Men Like Anthony and Mikhail: Introducing Male Characters and

Their Behavioral CharacteriStiCs. ......oueuueruirrierieriieieeiierie ettt 45
5.2 Silencing Anthony and Mikhail: How the Male Characters Suffer...................... 48
5.3 Exploring Anthony’s Type of Masculinity Based on His Lifestyle ..................... 49
5.4 Exploring Mikhail’s Type of Masculinity Based on His Lifestyle....................... 51

5.5 The Absence of Violence in Anthony’s Life vs. Mikhail as the Male Perpetrator52
5.6 Perceiving the Male Characters with Philandrous and Misandrous Tendencies .. 54

5.7 The Impact of Private and Public Acts on the Characters’ Masculinity and Society

5.8 Sweeney-Baird’s Narrative Techniques of Characterization of Anthony and

IMIKRATL. ...ttt 57
6. Conclusion: Comparing Male Identities ........cccceervercscnricssnrcssnecssnnncssssncssssecsnnees 59
7. Bibliography........... 63

7.1 PIIMATY SOUTCES ....vvieeiiiieeiieeeiieeeteeeriteeeiteeeateesteeessaeeessseesnaeesnsaeesnseeensseesnsseesnnns 63

7.2 SECONAATY SOUICTES ...eeuvvieeiiieeiieeeiieertee et e eiteesteeesteeeabeesaaeesssaeesnseeesseesnsseesnnes 63



