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Abstract

This research paper deals with the current issue of the global climate crisis and the personal 

responsibility to act against it. Theoretically, it is based on the combination of the paradox of 

voting and the collective action problem, which are adapted to the topic of the climate crisis. 

Within the seminar paper, four assumptions about knowledge, the perception of urgency, 

responsibility and the willingness to take action are developed, which ought to solve the 

assumed free-rider-problem within the climate crisis. Background for the discussion delivers a 

qualitative content analysis based on Mayring (2015) and Kuckartz (2016). Five qualitative 

interviews with master students of political science of the University of Bamberg were 

conducted with the help of an open guideline. The interviews were coded through the computer-

aided program MAXQDA. The extensive analysis of the interviews and the interpretation 

revealed that three out of four formulated assumptions can be accepted. All in all, this seminar 

paper concludes that the higher the urgency of the climate crisis, the resulting personal 

responsibility and the individual effectiveness of actions are perceived subjectively, the more 

willing people are to take individual action. 
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1. An introduction to the Topic Climate Crisis

„Human influence on the climate system is clear, and recent anthropogenic emissions of 

greenhouse gases are the highest in history. Recent climate changes have had widespread 

impacts on human and natural systems” (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 2014). 

Nowadays, the socio-political significance of the manmade climate crisis cannot be denied 

rationally anymore. Especially during the last decades, the saliency of the climate crisis as a 

global threat has grown tremendously and polarizes societies all around the world (Fragnière 

2016). It partly dominated and continues to dictate media coverage and the public discourse in 

the political field (Olausson 2009). Correspondingly, the issue of climate change plays an 

increasingly major role in international institutions and national governments, as in the case of 

Germany. It is a topic which tangents every human being, because it can have dramatic 

consequences for everyone’s future. Therefore, the individual responsibility to act against this 

development might perform a decisive part during the solution process of the climate crisis. 

This is also why extensive research needs to be conducted in this field, which targets the very 

bottom of subjective human decision making. Until now, a clear research gap can be identified 

in this area, because systematic studies about this topic are lacking. Qualitative interviews with 

political science students might uncover hidden steps of the formation of opinions on the 

climate crisis. On grounds of this socio-ecologic urgency and political significance of that topic, 

the research question of my term paper will be formulated as follows: “How do master students 

of political science perceive the climate crises and are they willing to take action against it?” 

It is crucial to understand this attitude formation process to identify potential policy 

implications, which can help illuminating people, who still deny manmade climate change and 

do not accept to alter their behaviour. This is the main goal of this research paper. 

This research paper maintains the following structure. At first, a definition of climate crisis is 

provided and the key problem with the climate crisis is presented. Thereupon, four assumptions 

are formulated as solutions to the adapted paradox of voting and the free-rider-problem of 

collective action theory. Within the research design, the method of qualitative guided interviews 

with political science students in their master’s degree is justified and the operationalization of 

the concepts is explained. In addition, important practical research details are noted and the data 

is analysed and coded with the computer-aided software MAXQDA. After that the content data 

is analysed thoroughly and is interpreted regarding to the formulated assumptions. At the end 

within the conclusion, the main results of this term paper are summarized, a hypothesis is 

generated and further implications are discussed.  


