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PREFACE 

This critical edition of the chapters on minerals and mineral products from the 
German herbal of Eucharius Rosslin the Younger, published at Frankfurt am Main 
by Christian Egenolff in 1535, is intended as a contribution toward a better under-
standing of German medical works from the late Middle Ages. Since both philo-
logical scholarship and scientific knowledge are required, an edition of this sort 
could not have been produced in this age of specialized learning without inter-
disciplinary collaboration, which is a necessity for the relatively young branch of 
philology concerned with German scientific and technical prose. 

Rosslin's herbal of 1535 belongs to the family of medical works that began with 
the "Gart der Gesundheit" of 1485, and is indeed its last member. Together with 
W. L. Schreiber's account of the history of the versions of the "Gart der Ge-
sundheit" and the "Hortus Sanitatis" in the commentary to his facsimile edition of 
the "Hortus Sanitatis/Deutsch" (Peter Schoffer, Mainz, 1548), and a work closely 
related to the "Gart der Gesundheit", Henricus Breyell's Hortus-manuscript, 
edited and commented on by Otto Bessler, this partial edition of Rosslin's herbal 
of 1535 may contribute to the understanding of this complex family of early 
medical texts in the German language. Rosslin's herbal of 1535 was selected for 
special study from among the variants of the "Gart der Gesundheit" because it 
contains a considerable amount of supplemental information taken from the 
"Hor tus Sanitatis" and other works. 

Rosslin's 1535 herbal is of special interest for the history of science because it 
marks the end of the medieval viewpoint in writing about nature. His chapters on 
minerals show this exceptionally well. Rosslin's text on these substances comes 
exclusively from such medieval sources as Matthew Silvaticus, Vincent of Beau-
vais, Thomas of Cantimpre, Arnold of Saxony, Albertus Magnus, and Isidore of 
Seville. In contrast, the text of the "De natura fossilium" of Georg Agricola 
published in 1546, within Rosslin's lifetime, is in large part original, even though 
Agricola relies to a considerable extent on Pliny and other ancient writers. 
Furthermore, Agricola classifies minerals in a systematic way and includes many 
personal observations about their occurrence and properties. 

Because of the medieval origin of Rosslin's text on minerals and because of the 
emphasis on lithotherapy rather than mineralogy, it is entirely appropriate that the 
present volume is the first of a new and fourth series of "Ars Medica" dealing 
with medieval medical texts in Latin and in the vernacular. The lack of critical 
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editions of German medical works of medieval and early modern date will now be 
remedied by the publications of this new part of "Ars Medica". 

The critical edition of the text that we present here is as close as possible to the 
original, and includes all inconsistencies and peculiarities of spelling. There are, 
however, a few minor changes such as the expansion of certain abbreviations and 
the correction of obvious printer's errors. Most of these are duly noted in the 
critical apparatus. We hope that the close English translation will be helpful for a 
proper understanding of the text. The Index Verborum, which retains the mor-
phological and phonetic features of the original, should be useful for any philo-
logical study of the text. The intention of the editors was to prepare the way for 
phonetic, morphological, orthographical, syntactical as well as lexicographic 
studies on the basis of this edition, which we hope is a contribution to the better 
understanding of Early New High German, especially as it is used in scientific and 
technical works. The grammatical notations of the Index Verborum have been 
arranged by the editors of the series "Ars Medica" according to their usual practice. 

Our edition also has a historical component. For example, the position of 
Rosslin's text within the body of both German and Latin medieval medical litera-
ture is shown by a detailed study of the sources of this text. The historical compo-
nent is further evident in the list of variants and in the commentary. 

Our detailed commentary is intended to be especially helpful for an under-
standing of certain chemical, mineralogical, and medical terms, and of certain 
pharmaceutical preparations and technical processes described in the text. This 
commentary, as well as the text and translation, should therefore be of con-
siderable interest to historians of medicine, pharmacology, mineralogy, or chemi-
cal technology. 

We express our sincere thanks to all who have helped us in our task. One of us 
(J .S.B.) is especially indebted to Prof. Dr. Gerhard Eis of the University of 
Heidelberg, who provided important guidance at the beginning of the project and 
made very valuable suggestions for obtaining access to the body of medieval 
German literature used in the preparation of the edition. We thank the Directors 
of the Institute for the History of Medicine at the Free University of Berlin, Prof. 
Dr. med. Dr. med. dent. Walther Hoffmann-Axthelm, and likewise Prof. Dr. 
med. Dr. phil. Rolf Winau, and the publisher Walter de Gruyter and Co. for 
including the edition in the series "Ars Medica". Dr. Gerhard Baader, Prof. Dr. 
Dr. Gundolf Keil und Prof. Dr. Richard Toellner as editors of the subseries have 
very kindly helped read the proofs. We especially thank Dr. Gerhard Baader of 
the Institute for the History of Medicine at the Free University of Berlin, and 
Prof. Dr. Dr. Gundolf Keil of the University of Wiirzburg for the expenditure of 
much care and time in correcting the manuscript, arranging the book for the press, 
and supervising its publication; in this task, they enjoyed the aid of two members 
of the Institute of Berlin, the secretary Lieselotte Hiibel and cand. med. Archibald 
von Strempel. Prof. Dr. Klaus Matzel of the University of Regensburg gave useful 
advice for the arrangement of the edition. Mr. Georg Rasch, at one time a research 
associate at The Ohio State University and a student at the University of Regens-
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burg helped with the preparation of the list of variants. Prof. Robert Tibbetts of 
The Ohio State University Library gave us valuable technical advice for our 
bibliographic descriptions of the editions of Rosslin's herbal. 

The first stages of our studies were supported by generous grants from the 
National Science Foundation (U.S.). We also received grants from the Depart-
ment of Chemistry of The Ohio State University for the typing and reproduction 
of manuscript material. One of us (J.S.B.) was awarded research leave for the 
Autumn term of the academic year 1974 by the Department of German and the 
College of Humanities of The Ohio State University in order to work intensively 
on the preparation of this book. Publication was made possible by grants from the 
College of Humanities and the Department of Chemistry of The Ohio State 
University. For all this personal and financial aid we are very grateful. 

The Ohio State University J. S. Belkin 
E. R. Caley 
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I N T R O D U C T I O N 

I. Eucharius Rösslin the Younger 

Eucharius Rösslin the Younger was a German physician and medical writer, 
who has often been confused with his father Eucharius Rösslin, because their 
names were identical. The elder Rösslin, about whom more is known1, was town 
physician in Frankfurt am Main at the time of his death there in 1526. His son 
succeeded him in this position shortly afterwards, and possibly held it up to the 
time of his own death. F. Wilhelm Emil Roth2 appears to have been the first to 
call him Eucharius Rösslin the Younger in order to differentiate him clearly from 
his father. 

Although it seems that Eucharius Rösslin the Younger achieved considerable 
fame, at least locally, as a writer and official physician, no biography of him has 
ever appeared, and none is now possible because most of the necessary infor-
mation has long since disappeared. Nevertheless, some interesting facts about his 
education, professional career, and family may still be gleaned from the few letters 
that have survived, as well as from official records, and miscellaneous sources. 

Even though we do not know when and where Eucharius Rösslin the 
Younger was born, some information is available about his education. The 
principal source is his first letter of application to the city council of Frankfurt for 
the position of "Stadtarzt" (town physician). The letter3 was written "am dunstag 
nach omnium sanctorum anno domini 1526" (November 8, 1526) and bears the 
notation "byt umb den dinst als artzt" (petition concerning position as physician). 
In this letter he states that his father instructed him from his youth on in the 
"materialia" - i. e. the substance and preparations used by physicians - and de-
clares that he studied medicine for seven years at the universities of Cologne, Frei-
burg, and Leipzig. It can, moreover, be assumed that he studied the liberal arts for 
the first three or four of these years, and medicine proper in the remaining years, 
as was customary at this time. His name does not appear on the rolls of the 

1 Concern ing the elder Eucharius Rösslin cf. Roth Rösslin der Ältere, pp. 289-311; Baas 
Lebensgang, pp . 429-444; Klein, pp. 315-316; Daniels-Moes, pp. 113-126. 

2 C f . R o t h Rösslin (der Jüngere), pp . 273-274, 338-340. 
3 T h e original is in the city archives of Frankfur t under the call number Medicinalia I, fol. 

290 ' and A facsimile copy (Figure 1 b) and an edited version appear in the 
Appendix (pp. 328 -329) . Parts of this letter and of a second letter of application dated 1528 
were previously published by Karl Sudhoff (Sudhoff Rösslin, pp . 139-140). 
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University of Cologne, but he was registered at Freiburg for the winter semester 
of 15184. In a second letter of application5 for the position at Frankfurt, dated 
February 11, 1528, he again refers to his education. 

There is no doubt that he was graduated in medicine, for in the Mayoral 
Record of the City of Frankfurt for January 5, 1527 (Sabat. post circumcisionem) 
he is called "der artzney licentiat"6, and in his second letter of application Rösslin 
added that title to his signature. Moreover, in the foreword to the 1533 and 1535 
editions of his herbal he calls himself "der Artznei Licentiat". The exact date of 
his university graduation and qualification as a physician is not known. 

Following his graduation Eucharius Rösslin the Younger traveled in Denmark 
and Holland, and practiced medicine in the vicinity of Jülich, Germany until 1526, 
as is shown by his first application to the city council of Frankfurt. After his 
father's death in 1526, he received the remainder of the stipend due his father. This 
is stated in the Mayoral Record of the City of Frankfurt for January 5, 1527 "Item 
17x/2 fl. geben Euchario Rösslin der artzney licentiat von wegen syns heren vnd 
vatters seligen für syn verdient firteljar" (Also given 17l/2 fl. to the licensed 
physician Eucharius Rösslin, in payment of his deceased father's earnings for a 
quarter of a year). In his first application Rösslin had declared himself willing to 
be appointed on trial to the position left vacant by the death of his father, but no 
such appointment appears to have been made, and he certainly did not receive a 
regular appointment in 1526 or 1527. In fact, we cannot even be sure that a second 
application, dated 1528, resulted in his appointment as town physician. All that 
we know is that he held this position in 1533, as is shown by the phrase "Stattartzt zu 
Franckfurt am Meyn" , which follows his name on the title page as well as on the 
Preface of the first edition of his herbal. 

Apparently no official documents indicating the dates of his subsequent 
appointments have come down to us. Rösslin certainly was never appointed 
permanently to this position, for town physicians of that period were not named 
for life but only for terms of from one to six years with the possibility of 
renewal7. At any rate, the title "Statartzt zu Franckfurt am Meyn" appears in the 
heading of the foreword to the successive editions of his herbal from 1533 to 1546. 
Rösslin is also mentioned in the annals of Johann Fichard8 as being town 
physician in 1541. It seems clear, therefore, that he served continuously as town 
physician in Frankfurt until 1546 and, possibly, until his death the following year. 

The conditions of his employment, including salary, were probably much the 
same as they had been for his father. According to the Mayoral Record of the City 

4 Baas Rösslin, pp. 38-40, 70-71. 
5 The original is in the city archives of Frankfurt under the call number Medicinalia I, fol. 

2747" . See Appendix A for a facsimile copy (Figure 2a,b) and edited version 
(pp. 331 - 3 3 3 ) ; partially previously published by Sudhoff (Sudhoff Rösslin, pp. 139—140). 

6 C f . Kriegk, p. 3: „ D i e promovierten Ärzte hießen meist Licentiaten der Medicin . . . oder 
Magister der Medicin." 

7 Kriegk, pp. 8-9. 
8 Fichard Annalen p. 271. 
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of Frankfurt for May 12, 151781, the annual salary of the elder Rosslin was 70 
guilders for a term of six years. Eucharius Rosslin the Younger may also have 
received other compensation. Georg Ludwig Kriegk's investigations6-7 show that 
in this period the town physicians of Frankfurt were given cloth for one or two 
coats or the money to purchase a fur lining for them every year. They were also 
excused from guard duty, exempt from taxes (Beedezahlungen) and sometimes 
from paying mint and miller's fees. Occasionally they were even reimbursed for 
the rental of a house. 

Information about the personal life and family of Eucharius Rosslin the 
Younger is fragmentary and sparse. Most of the facts now available are contained 
in the court records (Judicialia) of the City of Frankfurt. According to these 
records9-1 0 Rosslin was first married to Barbara, the widow of council clerk 
Oswald Haug. Barbara died soon after the birth of her daughter Margretha. 
Further information about Rosslin's life becomes evident from the records of a 
lawsuit following Barbara's death. Katharina, Barbara's daughter by her first 
marriage to Oswald Haug and now married to Heinrich Freund, contested 
Rosslin's claim to Barbara's inheritance from Oswald Haug. Katharina Freund's 
lawsuit against Rosslin concerned the house called "clain Schoneck" (klein 
Schoneck) on the Kornmarkt as well as certain other possessions which had come 
to him from his wife Barbara and which were to revert to Katharina, as the daughter 
of her first marriage. Because of the unfavorable outcome of his suit Rosslin appealed 
to the highest court (the Reichskammergericht) but then decided to discontinue his 
appeal, probably because of the notorious delays in cases brought before this 
court. The whole matter was thereupon referred to a city commission for final 
settlement, and its decision, rendered on September 19, 1542, was that Rosslin had 
to leave "clain Schoneck" and transfer its ownership to Katharina. Furthermore, 
he was required to give Katharina 50 florins in cash, and to return her father's 
insignia ring, a silver cup, and a bed with all accessories. In return she had to 
renounce by oath all further claims to the inheritance of her mother. The court 
records also show other details of the settlement, such as the sharing of the court 
costs9. There was, moreover, at the request of the accounting officers of the city 
of Frankfurt, an enquiry into the unpaid taxes and fees for "clain Schoneck". In 
a letter dated December 9, 1542, Katharina's lawyer wrote that she was unwilling 
to pay the taxes10. Since she took over the house without liens it seems likely that 
Eucharius Rosslin had to pay the taxes. Evidently Rosslin occupied the house on 
the Kornmarkt for only a few yfears but it is not known where he lived after that. 

The records of the lawsuit also mention that Barbara had a son named 
Oswald by her first marriage. Rosslin himself apparently remarried, as can be 
deduced from a reference to Margretha, "seiner tochter (die er mit Barbara seiner) 
erster ehe Hausfrawen seliger bekomen " [his daughter (by Barbara his) deceased 
first wife]. This second marriage had evidently taken place by 1537. Rosslin's 
second wife is not mentioned in the court records and not even her name is known. 

811 Bmb. 1517, fol. 7V. ' Judicialia R 87 (1542) fol. 54v-59 r . 
1 0 Judicialia R 87 (1542) fol. 2 r - 4 r . 
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The exact date of death of Eucharius Rosslin the Younger cannot be precisely 
determined11. Roth1 2 and others13 have surmised that he died in 1553 or 1554, an 
opinion that is apparently based on the assumption that his immediate successor 
was Adam Lonicer who was appointed town physician in Frankfurt, October 4, 
1554. In a later publication, however, Roth12 concludes that the 1546 edition of 
Rosslin's herbal was the last one edited by him and that the 1550 edition was 
issued after his death, as is indicated by its very considerable deviation from the 
format of the 1546 edition. The Mayoral Record of the City of Frankfurt which 
we have examined confirms this conclusion and allows a closer estimate of the date 
of Rosslin's death. In an entry dated May 1, 1548, on fol. 188r and 188v, 
"Eucharius Rosslin licentiat" is listed as deceased12®, four persons being appointed 
by the city council to settle a dispute among the guardians of his children133. That 
this entry relates to the elder Rosslin is highly improbable, for he died in 1526 and 
all his children would have reached their majority by 1548. The younger Rosslin 
might have died early in 1548, but this does not seem likely because of the time 
needed for this dispute to develop and be acted on by the City Council. This con-
sideration makes it probable that the died in 1547. The matter is further 
complicated by the fact that the death records of the city of Frankfurt do not begin 
until 1556 and thus contain no mention of Rosslin. He was survived by at least 
one child by his second marriage and by Margretha. 

After Rosslin's death Ludwig Grave (Graff) and Johann Stock were appointed 
town physicians in Frankfurt on April 12, 1548. The first continued his service 
until November, 1559 and the second until August, 1559. One of these can 
probably be considered Rosslin's successor. 

II. Works of Rösslin the Younger 

Rösslin the Younger's first work, entitled "De partu/ hominis, et quae circa 
ipsum/ accidunt . . . " i s most likely a translation into Latin of the elder Rosslin's 
"Der Swangern Frauwen vnd hebammen Rosegarten"14. It was first printed in 
1532 by Egenolff in Frankfurt am Main and carries the name Rhodion, the 
Grecized form of Rösslin. Several reprints of "De partu hominis" were published 

1 1 According to Dr. Andernacht, the present director of the city archives, these archives do 
not seem to contain any other kind of record that lists the exact date of death of the 
younger Rösslin. 

1 2 Roth Rosslin der Altere, pp. 291, 293 ; Rösslin (der Jüngere), pp. 273-274 . 
12a Bmb. 1547. 
1 3 Choulant Incunabeln, pp. 42, 89; Stricker, p. 117; Nissen Buchillustration, vol. 2, p. 154; 

Klein, p. 3 1 6 ; Schreiber Kräuterbücher, p. X L V I I . 
1 3 a The actual wording of this entry is as follows: „Zwischen weilent licentiaten Eucharii 

Rösslins zweierlei/ Kinder Furmunder gutlich handlung sint verordent D(r.) Johan 
Fichart, Oiger von Melem, Thomas Vgelnheimer vnd Jacob Greiff." 

1 4 This is the title of the edition of 1513 according to Roth Rösslin der Ältere, p. 293. 
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in the following years, as well as translations into other languages such as French 
and English15. 

The younger Rösslin has also been credited with the editions of the "Ehe-
standsarzneibuch", which is essentially a republication of the "Rosengarten". The 
first edition of this work was printed in 1526 in Erfurt, where also several later 
editions appeared. After Egenolff had set up his printing shop in Frankfurt in 
1530, Rösslin asked him to prepare one more edition of the "Ehestands-
arzneibuch". The book subsequently appeared in 153316. Egenolff also printed 
Rösslin's "Kalender mit allen astronomischen haltungen . . ." in Frankfurt am 
Main in 1533 and in 153717. 

More important than the preceding works is Rösslin the Younger's "Kreutter-
büch", also printed by Christian Egenolff. Which one of them first proposed the 
publication of an herbal cannot be determined; such a work, however, may well 
have seemed an attractive commercial venture for each of them, since Frankfurt, 
with its two annual book fairs, was a very suitable place for the sale and distri-
bution of any work on natural history and popular medicine. 

However, when Egenolff18 displayed the first edition of Rösslin's "Kreutter-
büch" at the fair during the fall of 1533, it gave him little satisfaction, since the 
book involved him in a lawsuit, with Johann Schott, the Strassburg printer. Schott 
accused Egenolff of illegally reprinting an herbal which he had published in 1532 
in Strassburg and which was protected from reprint by Imperial Privilege19. The 
summons of the Reichskammergericht in Speyer, which is addressed to Egenolff, 
reads in part2 0 : "Wiewol wir ine hieuor der mindern jarzall Christi vnsers hern in 
dem zwentzigisten jar zu Wormbss vnnd nachmals vff vnserm reichstag zu Augs-
purg des dreissigsten jars inhallt zweier vnsser keiserlicher freiheiten begnaded vnd 
begäbet, also das ime keiner seine bucher von ime gedruckt in einer benenten zeit 
erstlich bei zehen vnnd zu dem andern funff marck lotigs golts benenter penen 
nachtrucken, oder gedanken zu feilem kauff furtragen noch verkauffen solle, wie 
dan das alles in gemelten key(serlichen) freiheiten mit weiten Worten begriffen, so 
sollest du doch darüber vnd wider disz lauffenden drei vnd dreiszigsten jars ime 
alle vnnd iede kreutter, souil er deren erstlich seins angebens durch Hansen 
Wyditz maier zu Strassburg nach leblicher art ausz der erden kunstlicher 
15 For a list of the editions of this work see Roth Rösslin der Ältere, p. 291 and especially 

pp. 305-311 and pp. 113-126. 
16 See Roth Rösslin (der Jüngere), p. 273; Klein, pp. 315-316. Four other editions of the 

"Ehestandsarzneibuch" were printed by Wolffgang Stürmer in the years 1540, 1542, 1544, 
and 1549; see v. Hase, pp. 2618 (No. 217), 2619 (No. 221), 2620-21 (No. 226), 2745 
(No. 1069). 

17 See Roth Rösslin der Ältere, pp. 291-292; Rösslin der Jüngere, p. 273. 
18 Concerning Christian Egenolff's life see Grotefend, pp. 1-23. See also Kallmorgen, 

pp. 188-189. 
19 About the lawsuit with Johann Schott, see Grotefend, pp. 16-18; Wigand, pp. 227-231; 

Choulant Abbildungen, p. 228. 
20 We give here a quotation of a part of the summons which is written in the name of 

Emperor Charles V and is dated October 28, 1533. A xerox copy of the original was 
obtained from the Stadtarchiv Frankfurt a. Main (RKG S 7647/3, fol. 2r). 
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warnemung irer aller21, kraut, bletter, samen, steudlin vnnd wurtzeln nun lange 
zeit etlich jar heer, bisz in das funfft mit grosser muhe, costen vnnd arbeit 
abcontrafeit, als ein neu werck vormals im truck nie gesehen, darzu weiter auch vil 
contrafeyth figurn in seine tabulas22 gerissen, abbossiert, nachreisen vnd nach-
schneiden lassen von strich zu strich verjungen vnd zu truck volgents aussgehn 
lassen, auch vergangen Franckfurter herbst mesz, vnangesehen das du berurter 
vnser freiheiten zuuor gnungsam erinnert vnd gewarnet, gantz verächtlicher weisz 
offens marckts verkaufft vnd darmit seinen schaden vnd nachteil zum höchsten 
gemehret, ine auch seins vorgetruckten wercks treffenlich hinderstellt, dardurch 
auch bestimpte penen verwurckt . . ." (Although we have previously granted him 
two Imperial Privileges, one in the twentieth year of our Lord (= 1520) in Worms 
and thereafter one at our Diet of Augsburg in the 30th year (= 1530), to the effect 
that no one would reprint any of the books printed by him within a given time, on 
pain of a fine of 10 gold marks in the first case and 5 in the second; and that none 
may offer for sale or sell such books. Although all this was stated in the above 
mentioned Imperial Privileges most explicitly, you are accused of having dis-
regarded this and, during this 33rd year (= 1533) of having caused figures to be 
engraved into his illustrations, and of having copied figures to be redrawn, recut 
and reembossed, and of having released them for printing; those herbs which he 
had drawn by Hans Wyditz, a Strassburg painter, who did them from nature, 
skillfully observing their leaves, seeds, bushes and roots, over several years until 
the fifth, at great pains and cost; then you caused this to appear in print as a new 
work that had never appeared before and you have also sold it openly last fall at 
the Frankfurt Fair in spite of having been reminded and warned of our privileges; 
thus you have greatly contributed to his loss and damage and have deprived him of 
the fruits of his aforeprinted work; in so doing you have also incurred certain 
fines . . .). Egenolff, in turn, defended himself by pointing out that the accusation 
was entirely unfounded: the material for his work had come from an old book 
compiled and written by a Doctor Johannes von Cuba, about 30 or 40 years 
before. "Nun ist aber je niemandtz verpoten, alte biicher nachzutrucken, be-
sonnder solliche bücher daruß dem menschen geholffen werden mag, dweyl jetz 
zu vnnsern zeithen vnerherte vnd schwere kranckheyten vfstehen"23 (No one, 
however, is prohibited from reprinting old books, especially not such books as are 
of benefit to mankind, inasmuch as unprecedented and serious diseases have arisen 
in the present age). Egenolff's defense was based on the concept of public domain 
and on the principle of the common weal. During those years of the epidemics a 
book on medicine, written in a popular vein, must indeed have been of consider-
able value. Egenolff emphasized further, that Schott's book had little similarity to 
his own. On comparing these two works with respect to text and figures, it was 
evident, that his herbal contained over 50 herbs which were not in his adversary's 
book. "Des beclagten herbario hat vber funfftzig Kreutter die der Schoth gar nit 

2 1 The original reads "alchers" or "althers". "Aller" is a conjecture by the editor. 
2 2 We take 'Taruionus' in the original to mean 'tabulas'. 
2 3 Quotation from R K G S 7 6 4 7 / 3 , fol. 2 r , Stadtarchiv Frankfurt a. Main. 
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hat, dessgleichen vber funfftzig Kreuter in des Schoten, des der beclagt nit hat, 
seindt mer dan hunderterley Kreuther, die gar nit gegen ainannder gehalten 
werden konnten"24 (The herbal of the accused has over fifty herbs which Schott does 
not have at all; likewise, there are more than fifty herbs in Schott's book which the 
accused does not have; that makes more than a hundred herbs which do not match). 

The book which Schott was trying to protect was probably a herbal by Otto 
Brunfels; either the "Herba/rvm vivae Eiconeb (!)/ ad nature imitationem summa 
cum/ diligentia et artificio effigiatae,/ vna cum effe-/ctibus . . . " of 1530 and 1532 
or the German herbal under the title "Contrafayt Kreüterbuch/ Nach rechter 
vollkommener art, vnud (!) Beschreibungen der Alten, besßt-berümpten ärtzt, 
vormals/ in Teütscher sprach,/ der masßen nye/ gesehen, noch in Truck auß-
gangen . . . " 2 S . Rösslin's herbal is certainly not a reprint of Brunfels' work, but 
some illustrations from Brunfels' books were used as models in Frankfurt26. 

The archives in Frankfurt apparently do not possess any material on the 
outcome of the law suit. Whether the decision was favorable to Egenolff or not, it 
was most likely a factor in Rösslin's reorganization of his "Kreutterbüch", 
apparent in the second edition of 1535. 

A number of reprints of Rösslin's "Kreutterbüch" appeared shortly there-
after. B y 1547, the year of Rösslin's death, seven editions had been published, all of 
them by Christian Egenolff in Frankfurt am Main. O f these, edition B is a revision 
of A and C - G are reprints of B . For the present edition of the text on minerals we 
examined the following versions, all of them published during Rösslin's lifetime: 
1. A : Frankfurt am Main, March 26, 1533 
2. B : Frankfurt am Main, 1535 
3. C : Frankfurt am Main, August 1536 
4. D : Frankfurt am Main, Herbstmonat 1538 
5. E : Frankfurt am Main, Herbstmonat 1540 
6. F : Frankfurt am Main, 1542 
7. G : Frankfurt am Main, 1546 

Since there is as yet no detailed bibliographical description of the prints of 
Rösslin's "Kreutterbüch", we give here an account of every edition which appeared 
during Rösslin's lifetime. The hitherto best information on these editions is to be 
found in Pritzel Thesaurus, p. 352 (No. 11901); Roth Rösslin der Ältere, p. 292; 
Rösslin (der Jüngere), pp. 338-340; Choulant Incunabeln p. 70 (No. 27); Nissen 
Buchillustration, vol. 2, p. 154; Nissen Kräuterbücher, pp. 61-62. 

24 Quotation from RKG S 7647/3, fol. 2r, Stadtarchiv Frankfurt a. Main. 
25 Titles from Nissen Buchillustration, vol. 2, p. 26 (No. 257, 258). 
26 See Röttinger, pp. 9 - 1 8 , 20. 
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III. Bibliographic Description of the Editions 
of Rösslin's "Kreutterbüch" 

1. A (1533)27 

Title: Kreutterbüch von allem Erdtgewachs/ Anfenglich von Doctor Johan 
Cuba zusa-| men bracht/ Jetz widerumb new Corrigirt/ | vnd auß den best-
berumptsten Artzten/ | auch taglicher erfarnuß/ gemehrt. | Mit warer Abconter-
feitung | aller Kreuter. | Distillierbüch Hierony| mi Braunschwig/ von aller kreuter 
außgebrennten Wassern/ hiermit | füglich ingeleibt. | [Roman] D. Eucharius 
Rhodion, [Fraktur] Stattartzt zu Franckfurt am Meyn. | C [Italic] Zu Franckfurt am 
Meyn, Bei Christian Egenolph. | 153328. 

Coll.: Fol. JT8 A-Cc 4 Dd6 , 118 leaves, pp. [xvi] I-CCXII [CCXIII-CCXX], 
Misnumbered pages: XII-XIII (misnumbered as XIII-XIIII); XXVII (mis-

numbered as XXXVII); LXXIX (misnumbered as LXXXVII); CXCII (mis-
numbered as CXCXII, CXXXIX (misnumbered as CXXXI). 

Woodcuts: See Röttinger, pp. 9-13, 27. 
Contents: [i] title page: title and place of publication, surrounded by wood-

cuts. The title page of this first edition has no note of an imperial license. 
[ii] preface with the title: Eucharius Rößlin/ der Artznei Licenciat/ Statartzt 

zu Franck» | furt am Meyn/ wünscht dem gutigen Leser Gottes gnad | vnnd alles 
gut beuor. 

Rösslin states in the Preface that God has, through plants, herbs, roots, and 
flowers, given mankind "vnaussprechliche hülff vnd rath" for bodily ailments. 
His edition, Rösslin continues, is a revision of a book on herbs by Johan Cuba; he 
has removed "vii iamerlichs vnnützes dings" which Cuba's successors had added, 
and has then augmented the original text with newer authenticated materials, "also 
das gollt auß dem kat gescheyden". Even though this book had been of great use 
in Germany and was a "schätz/ von souil edlen Artzneien/ Recepten/ Salben/ 
Trencken/ plastern/ Cur vnd Juuuamenten", it had not received much notice 
from the common man. He intended to give the "gemeynen man" a "Hauß-
apoteck vnd Artzney buch". 

Rösslin also explains that he has incorporated the "Distillier büch" of 
Hieronymus Braunschweig. Since herb names differ from region to region, he 
provides a number of synonyms as an aid for his readers. Then follows a plea to 
the reader to receive the book well, and a prayer to God, to bestow his grace upon 
us all. At the end of the Preface the place and date of publication are listed again: 
Datum Franckfurt / Den xx. tag Mertzens. Anno M. D. xxxiii. 

Following the Preface there is a printed illustration, which recurs in the 
editions of 1535 and 1536. It represents perhaps a portrayal of Joshua on his 
triumphal march, as may be concluded from the woodcut in the 1536 edition 

2 7 The editions of 1533 and 1535 are described in detail, while only general accounts are 
given of the other editions, since they are more or less reprints. 

28 Fraktur understood if not indicated otherwise. 


