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Die Liste der rezenten Amphibien und Reptilien ist 
H E R R N P R O F . D R . R O B E R T MERTENS T, 

Direktor emeritus des Natur-Museums und 
Forschungs-Institutes Senckenberg zu Frankfurt am Main, 

als Dank der Fachkollegen für seine überragenden 
Verdienste um die Herpetologie gewidmet. 



Als Beiträge zur Liste der rezenten Amphibien und Reptilien sind bisher erschie-
nen: 

Amphibia: G y m n o p h i o n a (GORHAM, Ottawa: Lieferung 78, 1962). - S a 1 i e n t i a 
Ascaphidae, Leiopelmatidae, Pipidae, Discoglossidae, Pelobatidae, Leptodactylidae, Rhinophry-
nidae (GORHAM, St. John: Lieferung 85, 1966); Hylidae (DUELLMAN, Lawrence: Lieferung 
95, 1977). 

Reptilia: T e s t u d i n e s , C r o c o d y l i a , R h y n c h o c e p h a l i a (WERMUTH, 
Ludwigsburg, & MERTENS, Frankfurt am Main: Lieferung 100, 1977). - S a u r i a : Gekko-
nidae, Pygopodidae, Xantusiidae (WERMUTH, Ludwigsburg: Lieferung 80, 1965); Agamidae 
(WERMUTH, Ludwigsburg: Lieferung 86, 1967); Chamaeleonidae (MERTENS, Frankfurt am 
Main: Lieferung 83, 1966); Cordylidae - Cordylinae, Chaniaesaurinae - (WERMUTH, Lud-
wigsburg: Lieferung 87, 1968); Anguidae, Anniellidae, Xenosauridae (WERMUTH, Ludwigs-
burg: Lieferung 90, 1969); Helodermatidae, Varanidae, Lanthanotidae (MERTENS, Frankfurt 
am Main: Lieferung 79, 1963). - S e r p e n t e s : Anomalepididae, Leptotyphlopidae, Typhlo-
pidae (HAHN, Cottonwood: Lieferung 101, 1980); Boidae - Boinae, Bolyeriinae, Loxoceminae, 
Pythoninae - (STIMSON, London: Lieferung 89, 1969); Uropeltidae (GANS, Buffalo: Liefe-
rung 84, 1966); Colubridae - Dipsadinae - (PETERS, Washington: Lieferung 81, 1965). 

Als weitere Beiträge erscheinen demnächst: 
Amphibia: C a u d a t a (BRAME, Pasadena, & GORHAM, St. John). - S a 1 i e n t i a : 

Bufonidae (COOK, Ottawa). 
Reptilia: S a u r i a : Iguanidae (ETHERIDGE, San Diego); Lacertidae (BÖHME, Bonn, & 

WERMUTH, Ludwigsburg); Teiidae (HOTZ, Zürich, & WERMUTH, Ludwigsburg); Amphis-
baenidae (GANS, Ann Arbor, & WERMUTH, Ludwigsburg); Scincidae (FUHN, Bukarest). -
S e r p e n t e s : Aniliidae, Uropeltidae, Xenopeltidae, Acrochordidae (RIEPPEL, Basel); Ela-
pidae (KLEMMER, Frankfurt am Main, & MARX, Chicago); Viperidae, Crotalidae (HAHN, 
Cottonwood/HOGE, Säo Paulo [?]). 



Preface 
In the period of 1893—96, Boulenger published the first comprehensive checklist 

of the Scolecophidia. Werner updated these checklists in 1917 (Leptotyphlopidae) 
and 1921 (Typhlopidae and what is now Anomalepididae). Since this time no fewer 
than 179 new forms have been described, and revisions of the species of many areas 
have also appeared. 

These checklists have here been brought up to date and set out in the DAS 
TIERREICH format. Literature citation abbreviations are consistant with those used 
in the series. All primary synonyms and major spelling variations have been listed 
for each form, as has the first use of the current combination. The present location 
and museum number of each extant primary type specimen have been listed, where 
known. Under each taxon I have listed the most recent publication(s) dealing in 
some detail with that form. Where no publication is listed, it may be assumed that 
nothing significant has appeared since the original description, or Boulenger and 
Werner's checklists. 

Many taxonomic problems still exist within the Scolecophidia. The systematics 
of most Asian forms especially is still in a primitive state. Numerous species of these 
secretive burrowing snakes are known only from the holotype, and little is known 
of the variation that exists in most species. An accurate drawing of the head 
scutulation of the worm snakes is worth more than a thousand words of description, 
yet many species have never been figured, and many of those that have, are not 
accurately drawn. This is mainly due to the small size of most species, and the 
difficulty in distinguishing the shiny, close-fitting head scales, even under adequate 
magnification. Scale counts now considered standard are also lacking in most 
descriptions for the same reasons. 

I have consistently followed the zoological nomenclature committee's decision 
to consider all generic names ending in -ops as masculine (1972. Bull. zool. Nomencl. 
29 (4): 177). 

Many new name combinations were formed in McDowell's (1974) important 
work on the systematics of the Typhlopidae of the New Guinea area. For 
consistency, it has been necessary to assign the remaining species occurring in the 
Australasian and Asian areas not mentioned in his work to the most probable 
generic placement — Typhlops or Typhlina. 

Museums housing type material are referred to by the following abbreviations. 
My sincere thanks goes to the listed curators for providing information on their 
collections. 
A.M.N.H. American Museum of Natural History, New York. 
A.N.S.P. Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
B.M.N.H. British Museum (Natural History), London. (Andrew F. Stimson). 
C.A.S. California Academy of Sciences, San Francisco. 
C.M. Carnegie Museum of Natural History, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. (C. J. McCoy). 
E.H.T.-H.M.S. Edward H. Taylor-Hobart M. Smith Collection. 
F.M.N.H. Field Museum Natural History, Chicago. (Hymnen Marx). 



Vi l i 

F.S.M. Florida State Museum, Gainesville. 
I.R.S.N. Insitut Royal des Sciences Naturelles de Belgique, Brussels. (Gaston F. de 

Witte). 
K.U. University of Kansas Museum of Natural History, Lawrence. 
M.B.L. Museu-Bocage, Lisbon. (J. de A. Fernandes). 
M.C.Z. Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachu-

setts. (Ernest E. Williams). 
M.H.N.L.S. Museo de Historia Natural LaSalle, Caracas. 
M.H.N.P. Museum National d'Histoire Naturelle, Paris. (J. Guibé and Rolande Roux-

Estève). 
M.S.N.G. Museo Civico di Storia Naturale "Giacomo Doria", Genova. (Lilia Capocaccia). 
M.S.N.M. Museo Civico di Storia Naturale, Milan. 
N.M.B. Naturhistorisches Museum, Basel. 
N.M.W. Naturhistorisches Museum, Vienna. (Franz Tiedemann). 
R.G.M.C. Musee Royal de l'Afrique Centrale, Tervuren, Belgium. (D. Thys Van Den 

Audenaerde). 
R.M.N.H. Rijksmuseum van Natuurlijke Historie, Leiden. (M. S. Hoogmoed). 
S.D.S.N.H. San Diego Society Natural History, San Diego. (Thomas Fritts). 
S.M.F. Natur-Museums und Forschungsinstitutes Senckenberg, Frankfurt a. M. 
T.M. Transvaal Museum, Pretoria. 
U.M. Umtali Museum, Umtali, Rhodesia. (Donald G. Broadley). 
U.M.M.Z. University of Michigan, Museum of Zoology, Ann Arbor. 
U.S.N.M. United States National Museum, Washington, D. C. (Ronald I. Crombie). 
W.A.M. Western Australian Museum, Perth. (G. M. Storr). 
Z.I.L. Zoological Institute, Academy of Sciences, Leningrad. (I. S. Darevsky) 
Z.M.B. Zoologisches Museum, Berlin. 

Other persons to whom I am also endebted for information are: Eugene C. Beck-
ham III, F. W. Braestrup, William Branch, R. K. Brooke, Jeanette Covacevich, A. J. 
Coventry, Richard Forissier, W. Ladiges, R. Laurent, Volker Mahnert, Sven Mathiasson, 
Per Pethon, Oliver Rieppel, Douglas C. Robinson, Jay M. Savage, Hobart M. Smith, 
Edward H. Taylor, Richard Thomas, Paul Webber, Heinz Wermuth, Kenneth L. 
Williams, and Larry D. Wilson. 

Cottonwood, Arizona, September, 1976. 

Donald E. Hahn 
Marcus J. Lawrence Memorial Hospital 
and 
Department of Biology/Verde Valley Branch 
Yavapai College 
Cottonwood, Arizona 86326/U.S.A. 



Systematic Index 

Class Reptilia 

Order Serpentes 

Family 
A n o m a l e p i d i d a e 

Anomalepis 
A. aspinosus 
A. columbius 
A. flavipices 
A. mexicanus 

Helminthophis 2 
H. flavoterminatus 2 
H. frontalis 2 
H. praeocularis 2 

Liotyphlops 2 
L. albirostris 3 
L. anops 3 
L. caracasensis 3 
L. cucutae 3 
L. guentheri 3 
L. incertus 4 
L. metae 4 
L. petersii 4 
L. rowani 4 
L. schubarti 4 
L. ternetzii 4 
L. wilderi 5 

Typhlophis 5 
T. squamosus 5 

Family 
L e p t o t y p h l o p i d a e 

Leptotyphlops 
L. affinis 
L. albifrons 
L. albipunctus 
L. amazonicus 
L. anthracinus 
L. australis 
L. bicolor 
L. bilineatus 
L. blanfordi 
L. borrichianus 
L. boulengeri 
L. braccianii 
L. brasiliensis 
L. bressoni 
L. brevicaudus 
L. brevissimus 
L. burli 
L. cairi 
L. collaris 
L. columbi 
L. conjunctus 

L. c. conjunctus 
L. c. incognitus 
L. c. latirostris 
L. c. lepezi 

L. cupinensis 
L. debilis 
L. diaplocius 
L. dimidiatus 
L. dissimilis 
L. distanti 
L. dugandi 
L. dulcis 

L. d. dulcis 
L. d. dissectus 
L. d. myopicus 

L. erythraeus 
. L. filiformis 
L. fitzingeri 
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9 
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9 
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10 
10 
10 
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1 
1 
1 
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12 
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12 
12 
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13 
13 
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X 

Leptotyphlops gestri 14 Leptotyphlops rufidorsus 25 
L. goudotii 14 L. salgueiroi 25 

L. g. goudotii 15 L. scutifrons 25 
L. g. ater 15 L. s. scutifrons 25 
L. g. magnamaculatus 15 L. s. merkeri 26 
L. g. phenops 15 L. septemstriatus 26 

L. gracilior 16 L. signatus 26 
L. guayaquilensis 16 L. sundewalli 27 
L. hamulirostris 16 L. teaguei 27 
L. humilis 16 L. telloi 27 

L. h. humilis 17 L. tenellus 27 
L. h. boettgeri 17 L. tesselatus 27 
L. h. cahuilae 17 L. tricolor 28 
L. h. dugesii 17 L. undecimstriatus 28 
L. h. levitoni 18 L. unguirostris 28 
L. h. lindsayi 18 L. variabilis 28 
L. h. segregus 18 L. weyrauchi 28 
L. h. tenuiculus 18 
L. h. utahensis 19 Rhinoleptus 28 

L. joshuai 19 R. koniagui 29 
L. koppesi 19 
L. labialis 19 
L. longicaudus 19 Family T y p h l o p i d a e 29 
L. macrolepis 20 

Rhinotyphlops L. macrorhynchus 20 Rhinotyphlops 29 
L. m. macrorhynchus 20 R. anomalus 29 
L. m. bilmaensis 20 R. caecus 29 

L. macrurus 20 R. crossii 30 
L. maximus 21 R. feae 30 
L. melanotermus 21 R. gracilis 30 
L. melanurus 21 R. graueri 31 
L. munaoi 21 R. kibarae 31 
L. narirostris 22 R. lalandei 31 

L. n. narirostris 22 R. leucocephalus 32 
L. n. boueti 22 R. lumbriciformis 32 

L. nasalis 22 R. newtonii 32 
L. natatrix 22 R. pallidas 32 
L. nicefori 22 R. praeocularis 33 
L. nigricans 23 R. rufescens 33 

L. n. nigricans 23 R. schinzi 33 
L. n. pembae 23 R. schlegelii 33 

L. nursii 23 R. s. schlegelii 34 
L. occiden talis 24 R. s. brevis 34 
L. peruvianas 24 R. s. mucruso 34 
L. phillipsi 24 R. s. petersii 35 
L. pyrites 24 R. scorteccii 35 
L. reticulatus 24 R. somalicus 35 
L. rostratus 24 R. stejnegeri 36 
L. rubrolineatus 25 R. sudanensis 36 



Rhinotyphlops unitaeniatus 
R. wittei 

Typhlina 
T. acuticauda 
T. affinis 
T. albiceps 
T. angusticeps 
T. australis 
T. badila 
T. bituberculata 
T. bramina 
T. broomi 
T. cumingii 
T. diversa 
T. endo t era 
T. erycina 
T. exocoeti 
T. flaviventer 
T. grypha 
T. guentheri 
T. leptosoma 
T. leucoprocta 
T. ligata 
T. lineata 
T. minima 
T. multilineata 
T. nigroterminata 
T. olivacea 
T. pinguis 
T. polygrammica 

T. p. polygrammica 
T. p. brongersmai 
T. p. elberti 
T. p. florensis 
T. p. nigrescens 
T. p. undecimlineata 

T. próxima 
T. subocularis 
T. tovelli 
T. unguirostris 
T. wiedii 
T. yirrikalae 

Typhlops 
T. acutus 
T. andamanensis 
T. angolensis 
T. arenarius 

XI 

36 Typhlops ater 51 
36 T. bibronii 51 

T. biminiensis 52 

36 T. b. biminiensis 52 

37 T. b. epactia 52 

37 T. b. paradoxus 52 
37 T. bipartitus 5 2 

38 T. bisubocularis 52 

38 T. boylei 53 

38 T. brongersmianus 53 

39 T. coecatus 53 

39 T. canlaonensis 53 
4 0 T. capitulatus 53 

4 0 T. c. capitulatus 5 4 
4 0 T. c. gonavensis 5 4 

41 T. caymanensis 5 4 

41 T. ceylonicus 54 
41 T. comorensis 54 
41 T. conradi 54 
4 2 T. costaricensis 55 

4 2 T. cuneirostris 55 

4 2 T. decorosus 55 

4 3 T. decorsei 55 

4 3 T. depressiceps 55 

43 T. diardi 56 

4 3 T. d. diardi 56 

4 4 T, d. muelleri 56 

4 4 T. dominicanus 57 

4 4 T. elegans 57 

45 T. exiguus 57 

45 T. floweri 57 

45 T. fornasinii 58 

45 T. giadinhensis 58 

4 6 T. gierrai 58 

4 6 T. grandidieri 58 

4 6 T. granti 59 
46 T. guadeloupensis 59 
47 T. hectus 59 
4 7 T. hypogius 59 
47 T. hypsobothrius 59 
4 8 T. inorna tus 59 
48 T. jamaicensis 60 
48 T. jerdoni 6 0 

T. khoratensis 60 
49 T. klemmeri 60 
49 T. koekkoeki 60 
50 T. koshunnensis 61 
5 0 T. kraali 61 
51 T. lankaensis 61 



XII 

Typhlops lehnen 61 Typhlops ruber 71 
T. leucomelas 61 T. ruficaudus 71 
T. leucostictus 61 T. siamensis 71 
T. lineolatus 62 T. simoni 72 

T. 1. lineolatus 62 T. socotranus 72 
T. 1. tanganicanus 62 T. stadelmani 72 

T. lorenzi 63 T. steinhausi 72 
T. loveridgei 63 T. sulcatus 72 
T. lumbricalis 63 T. syntherus 73 
T. luzonensis 63 T. tasymicris 73 
T. madagascariensis 63 T. tenebrarum 73 
T. malcolmi 64 T. tenuicollis 73 
T. manilae 64 T. tenuis 73 
T. manni 64 T. thurstoni 74 
T. microstomas 64 T. tindalli 74 
T. mints 64 T. trangensis 74 
T. monastus 65 T. trinitatus 74 

T. m. monastus 65 T. uluguruensis 75 
T. m. geotomus 65 T. unilineatus 75 

T. monensis 65 T. veddae 75 
T. mucronatus 65 T. vermicularis 75 
T. oatesi 65 T. violaceus 76 
T. obtusus 65 T. wilsoni 76 
T. ocularis 66 T. zenkeri 76 
T. oligolepis 66 
T. pammeces 66 Incertae sedis 
T. platyrhynchus 67 Typhlops disparilis 76 
T. porrectus 67 T. filiformis 76 
T. pseudosaurus 67 T. fuscus 76 
T. punctatus 67 T. longissimus 77 

T. p. punctatus 67 T. macrurus 77 
T. p. congestus 68 T. melanocephalus 77 
T. p. liberiensis 68 T. mutilatus 77 

T. pusillus 69 T. psittacus 77 
T. reticulatus 69 T. textilis 77 
T. reuteri 69 T. verticalis 78 
T. richardi 70 

T. r. richardi 70 Fossil Species 
T. r. capapontus 70 Typhlops carieri 78 
T. r. naugus 70 T. grivensis 78 
T. r. platycephalus 70 

T. rondoensis 70 Addendum 
T. rostellatus 71 Leptotyphlops wilsoni 82 


