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Introduction: Europe, Patterns of Migration and the 
Professionalization of Women’s Football 

collection of individual national stories. This is not the only, or perhaps 
even the best way, to attempt to trace a process of European historical 
development...In the context of sport, Lanfranchi and Taylor’s study of the 
patterns of professional footballer migration serves as a guide on how to 

-

must be seen in terms of these various issues, and not as territory con-
structed with western-Eurocentric vision (Hill 2010: 1). 

1. Post-war Europe and the rise of women’s football 

When, in 1951, six European states formed the European Coal and Steel 
Community (ECSC), via the Treaty of Paris, economic integration on the 
continent accelerated. The ensuing Treaty of Rome, signed in 1957 by 
Belgium, France rance, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg and the Netherlands, 

thirty states have become involved in a complex arrangement of political, 
social and cultural ties in the European Union (EU). However, there have 

and eastern regions (Edelman 1993: 5-10). While federalists before the 
war described a possible union including the USSR, communist govern-
ment in the countries of central and eastern Europe saw a Soviet «sphere 

1946 (Kowalski and Porter 1997: 100-21). The subsequent recommence-
ment of the civil war in Greece, territorial demands on Turkey and claims 
on Persia then combined with the exit of the Soviet representative from 
the Four-Power Council of Foreign Ministers in 1947. From this point 
on, the division of Germany into a Federal Republic (West Germany) and 
the Democratic Republic (East Germany) determined different notions of  
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of the country in October 1990. Across Europe, diplomacy and policy 
-
-

a number of new European states have become independent; marking a 
growth in the size and intricacy of migration across the region as a whole.

While sport, identity and representation are therefore central to this 
study, a detailed assessment of changing political systems in Europe since 
1945 is beyond its scope1. One academic approach to the subject of the EU 
has tended to emphasize the role of political parties in power at a given 
time (inter-governmentalism). However, from its antecedents before the 
Second World War, the EU was conceptualised as having a much wider 
and more powerful role (supranationalism). From this scholarly perspec-
tive, the union, its institutions and activities are treated as a progressively 

-
munity (EC) in 1973, with the accession of Denmark, Britain and Ireland, 
was part of a growth about which many people remain ambivalent. Brit-
ain’s previous application to join had been vetoed by French President 
de Gaulle in 1963; Norway had applied to join the EC in June 1970 but 
voters rejected the idea in a referendum held in 1972 and both countries 
remain, by and large, Euro-sceptic. Extending the EC to Greece, Portugal 
and Spain involved protracted negotiations. The Mediterranean enlarge-
ments were eventually agreed in 1979 in the case of Greece, and 1985 for 
Portugal and Spain (coming into force in 1981 and 1986 respectively). 

-
ther augmentation of the EU’s role a relatively slow and precarious affair. 
Nevertheless, in this increasing sense of Europeanization, the four most 

be, more or less, present in the changing Europeanisation of football over 
the same period. Federalism involved nation-states entering various forms 
of partnership involving supranational organization. Widening the EU has 
also been contentious. The current membership of twenty-seven states has 
been scheduled to expand further still, in spite of acute economic circum-

1 Appendix 1 summarizes the necessary context of the expansion of the European Union 
since the ECSC agreement to the present (European Commission 2010).
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stances across the region. EU candidate countries at the time of writing 
include Croatia; The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia; Turkey and 
Iceland. In addition, potential candidate countries include Albania, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Kosovo under UN Security Council Resolution 1244, 
Montenegro and Serbia. Some European nations are deeply committed to 
the European Union and others remain less so. Consequently, the extent 
to which the EU has spoken on behalf of European nations as an umbrella 
organization at various points in its history remains debatable. The degree 

been able to advance their domestic interests through the EU, but this is 
another challenging topic beyond the scope of what concerns us here. 

While most academics would acknowledge that a changing sense of 

shows that it is only recently that it has been conceptualized with any 
rigour. Compared with the amount of ink spilt on the topic of monetary 
union and the common currency from 1999, or opinion polls that show a 
commitment to federalism, sport has been relatively neglected (George 
and Bache 2001: 1). Perhaps the current enthusiasm for European football 
competition, such as the annual Champions’ League trophy, can be seen 
as evidence of a relatively banal indicator of European-identity. When a 
Chelsea supporter wears her team shirt to attend a Champions’ League 
match in Barcelona, a sense of being European might be less evident than 
other characteristics, including local pride. Greater connectivity, such as 
improved transport and communication networks, make football as much 
a creative-cultural industry, as a sport. Switzerland, home to important 
governing bodies for the sport, remains more Euro-sceptic than other 
countries but has a prominent place in the history of world football over 

of interest, therefore: fundamental values which appear to be highlighted 
both by the EU and football, such as peace, non-discrimination, solidarity, 
unity and sustainable development, can be somewhat nebulous in their ap-
plication, in spite of the apparent consensus of their use.

Nevertheless, the EU has sought to become more involved in the busi-
ness of sport as the twentieth century progressed. The European Parliament 
declared 1992 Olympic Year and by 1999 the Helsinki Report established 
that the sport industry required supranational regulation. The relationship 
with Olympism has since further been formalized with a permanent Eu-
ropean Olympic Committee (EOC). The White Paper on Sport issued in 
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2007 went further to argue that health, social inclusion, education, compe-
tition law, freedom of movement, criminal liability and the protection of 
minors all came under the umbrella of EU. However, there are clear limits 
to a sense of European identity in sport. Proposals to create a European 
team whose athletes would wear a national and EU symbol while partici-
pating in the Olympic Games have been resisted. 

In football, independent and autonomous national associations usually 
wish to tolerate intervention only when European-wide interests are con-
cerned (Lanfranchi and Taylor 2001: 5). As one of the most well-known 
EU mottos would have it, most football national associations prefer to 

-
pean-ness. Until the late 1990s, for example, newly-formed associations 

(FIFA), the world-body of football since 1904, then to their continental 
confederation, though the reverse is now the case. Therefore, the growth 
of the EU has been just one way of interpreting how a greater sense of 
Europe has become evident in sporting terms since 1945 (Agergaard and 
Bothelo 2010: 157). 

Arguments linking sporting migration with recent globalization pro-
cesses may neglect longer historical trends. The commercialization of sport 

was allied with other urbanized creative industries. These included large 
international exhibitions; the music hall and theatre. Each of these busi-
ness models used similar technologies of enclosing areas of entertainment 
to which a paying public were admitted. Gentlemen and scholars formed 
the Football Association in 1863, though there remains debate about how 

-
ern industrial towns, the game was primarily developed and disseminated 
by business connections; in particular entrepreneurs who understood mass 
markets for both participants and spectators (Harvey 2005: 10-5). The es-
tablishment in England of the FA Cup in 1871 and the Football League in 
1888 had shown how local and regional rivalries could be stimulated well 
before such trophy competitions could be described as national, let alone 
international in perspective (Taylor 2005: 35-7). Charles Korr’s important 
study of West Ham United illustrated how ambitious teams had to make 

draw in playing talent and support in order to compete against the best op-
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position (1986: 24). Club competition stimulated the migration of players 
and distinct patterns of diffusion (such as the movement south of Scottish 

-
-

tered. Consequently, a degree of cultural transfer was allied with athletic 
labour migration well before the Second World War.

As part of European post-war reconstruction from 1945 onwards, com-
mercial links, player transfers and the exchange of knowledge became 
more evident and systematized so that England’s World Cup victory of 
1966 could be celebrated in the form of endorsed musical, mascot and 

merchandise opened the sport to consumers well beyond the stadium. The 
football collectibles market itself became a by-product of the convergence 
between sporting spectacle, business and the representation of other cul-
tures. As well as new professional characteristics in sport, there were in-
novative commercial cultures developing out of participatory and elite 
competition. Education and leisure opportunities spread unevenly across 
western Europe and new global communication technologies increased 

circumstances also complicated these general trends. This work therefore 
begins with these multiple and changing aspects of European identity. 

and perhaps some confusion, of terms. Football has meant many things 
to different people. Neither has professionalism been a straightforward or 
coherent phenomenon.

A conscious move towards European integration, which was to have 
wide-ranging and important consequences, coincided in 1951 with an 

 
T. Cranshaw of the Nicaraguan football association wrote to the secretary 
of FIFA, concerned that he had seen women’s football in Costa Rica and 
knew of almost 20,000 female players in the United States (Eisenberg 
et al. 2004: 187). Cranshaw enquired what FIFA intended to do about 
this shocking development. The governing body, based in Switzerland, 
responded that it had no concern with, or jurisdiction over, women’s foot-
ball. In consequence, it could not offer advice either to Mr Cranshaw or to 

of European women’s football going back at least to the 1880s and the 
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world-body must have been aware of at least some of this: Jules Rimet, 
who had been a president of both the French Football Federation (FFF) 
and FIFA, had assisted in two female Paris-based matches attended by 
10,000 spectators in 1920 (Dietschy 2010: 503).

At the time of writing much has changed: football has held a men’s 

mega-events. The 2018 edition has been awarded to Russia and the 2022 
competition to Qatar; so football is still consciously moving into emerg-

has coincided with these aims. However, the movement of people and 
expertise in women’s football remains a neglected academic topic. The 

country also hosted the 2007 Women’s World Cup (WWC) in a number of 
key cities. The United States has held two Women’s World Cup competi-
tions in 1999 and 2003. Sweden hosted the Women’s World Cup in 1995 

Atlanta in 1996. Thereafter, Sydney, Athens and Beijing became impor-
tant milestones in the cross-cultural transfer of Olympic women’s football. 

breaking attendance records for a female-only tournament on the conti-
nent. This live attendance was surpassed again during the 2012 Olympic 
Games in London, where over 660,000 people attended women’s matches. 
There are now also two FIFA youth trophies; the U-20 and U-17 Women’s 
World Cup tournaments, held in Germany and Trinidad and Tobago re-
spectively in 2010. The crowded playing schedule includes confederation, 
regional and national competitions. It is no exaggeration to say that the 

years. Not only has this changed the way that the sport has been concep-
tualized, skilled female players have changed the representation of foot-
ball’s technological and institutional networks by moving across the world 
to play the game.

into this research agenda? Second, if football is the fastest growing team 
sport for women, and has had a world tournament since 1991, why has 
it not become more widespread and commercialised? While research on 
the international migration of male and female athletes has developed, 
particularly over the last ten years, we know little about women earning 


