
W
om

en and U
S

 Politics: H
istorical 

and Contem
porary Perspectives

n
itz

 · sc
h

ä
fer

 (E
ds.)

 his collection, published in honor of historian and 
 American Studies scholar Hans-Jürgen Grabbe, 
 maps the fi eld of women and US politics on 
the basis of leading international and interdisciplinary 
scholarship informed by political science, cultural 
studies, literary studies, history, and media studies. 
The volume focuses in particular on women’s political 
activism, how politics affects women, and the role 
of gender in politics.

Recent research has called for an integrated inter-
disciplinary approach in analyzing women’s roles 
in US politics, pointing out the shortcomings of earlier 
investigations, which mostly confi ned themselves 
to one subject area. Using this as a starting point, the 
essays trace the role of women in US politics from the 
Early Republic until today from various disciplinary 
perspectives. Contributions include examinations 
of fi ctional and non-fi ctional negotiations of gendered 
politics in a range of media, as well as investigations 
of how US politics past and present are conceptualized 
and practiced in relation to gender. 
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