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IAnaki Echevarne, Bar Giardinetto, Calle Granada del Penedés,
Barcelona, July 1994. For a while, Criticism travels side by side with
the Work, then Criticism vanishes and it's the Readers who keep pace.
The journey may be long or short. Then the Readers die one by one and
the Work continues on alone, although a new Criticism and new Readers
gradually fall into step with it along its path. Then Criticism dies again
and the Readers die again and the Work passes over a trail of bones on its
journey toward solitude. To come near the work, to sail in her wake, is a
sign of certain death, but new Criticism and new Readers approach her
tirelessly and relentlessly and are devoured by time and speed. Finally the
Work journeys irremediably alone in the Great Vastness. And one day the
Work dies, as all things must die and come to an end: the Sun and the
Earth and the Solar System and the Galaxy and the farthest reaches of
man's memory. Everything that begins as comedy ends as tragedy.

-Roberto Belafio, The Savage Detectives
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