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„Balance-of-power theory predicts that states will ally against the strongest state in the system, but 
balance-of-threat theory predicts they will tend to ally against the most threatening.“ 

Stephen M. Walt, 1997 
Walt, Stephen M. 1997: Why Alliances Endure or Collapse, in: Survival: Global Politics and Strategy, Vol. 39, No. 1 (Spring 1997), 156-

179. 

„Thucydides found that people go to war out of “honor, fear, and interest.“ ... If we take honor to mean 

fame, glory, renown, or splendor, it may appear applicable only to an earlier time. If, however, we 

understand its significance as deference, esteem, just due, regard, respect, or prestige, we will find it an 

important motive of nations in the modern world as well.” 

Donald Kagan, 1995 
Kagan, Donald 1995: On the Origins of War and the Preservation of Peace, New York, NY: Doubleday, 5. 
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