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Abstract: 

This study identifies and analyses the sport-political positioning of the five biggest Ger-

man parties CDU, SPD, FDP, GRÜNE and LINKE. For this purpose, party manifestos for 

the German parliamentary elections since 1990 as well as manifestos for the parlia-

mentary elections of the federal state Hesse since 1995 were examined.  This thesis 

shows that the division state-intervention vs. autonomy of sports is the biggest conflict 

between the parties. In this field the parties of Hesse have a moderate trend to state-

intervention over the last years. They have also a great focus on grassroots-sports in 

according to their competence while the CDU and FDP on the national level pick out 

the competitive sport as a central topic. In the analysis of the national parties it be-

come apparent that left parties stand for a free and a non-profit-oriented sports con-

sistently while right parties prefer an opening for commercialisation of sport. Conform-

ities of the federal and state parties could be found only rarely because the parties of 

Hesse develop their own sport program. They are orienting it more towards actual po-

litical problems while the national parties show more their party ideology in their sport 

programs. In general, Hesse’s parties write much more to sports than the national par-

ties. Detailed graphs to all divisions for every party on both levels will be clearly repre-

sented in this thesis.   
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