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Abstract

Modern psychology teaches us that dreams play an important role in human thoughts and
behaviours, and that they are an indispensable part of our psyche. However, interest in the
meaning of dreams is not a modern concept and can be traced back to ancient cultures. As
literature and the written word developed, oneiromancy was included along with other
philosophical writings. The Middle Ages were influenced by the ancient traditions regarding
dreams and continued to explore their possible meanings and uses. Dreams appearing in
medieval literature were often used as tools of premonition, allowing the author to
strengthen parts of his narration.

In this thesis, the dreams of two significant women figures’ in medieval literature,
those of Kriemhild and Herzeloyde, have been addressed. Kriemhild had two dreams that
foresaw her husband’s death: one in which an eagle and a hawk appear, and in the other a
boar. Herzeloyde, who played a significant and determinative role in ‘Parzival’, had a dream
about dragons, which foretold of the death of her husband as well as the birth of her son and
her own death. In this thesis, the significance of dreams are discussed as well as the role of
animals in these dreams as reflections of the incidents and characters. In this way, two
questions: “How did these animal-dreams affect the characters’ lives and the story?” and

“What kind of functions did these dreams have?” are explained.
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