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Für Simone, eine große Liebe 
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In Erinnerung an meine Großeltern, die das Trauma des 1. Weltkrieges erlebt haben und 

davon geprägt wurden. Besondere Gedanken gelten aber meiner Großmutter Maria Bauer 

(1900 - 1983), die immer wieder auf die Sinnlosigkeit der Jahre 1914-1918 hinwies, die ihr 

persönliches Leben so dramatisch veränderten.  
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From the Somme 
 

In other days I sang of simple things, 
Of summer dawn, and summer noon and night, 

The dewy grass, the dew-wet fairy rings, 
The larks long golden flight. 

 
Deep in the forest I made melody 

While squirrels cracked their hazel nuts on high, 
Or I would cross the wet sand to the sea 

And sing to sea and sky. 
 

When came the silvered silence of the night 
I stole to casements over scented lawns, 
And softly sang of love and love's delight 

To mute white marble fauns. 
 

Oft in the tavern parlour I would sing 
Of morning sun upon the mountain vine, 

And, calling for a chorus, sweep the string 
In praise of good red wine. 

 
I played with all the toys the gods provide, 

I sang my songs and made glad holiday. 
Now I have cast my broken toys aside 

And flung my lute away. 
 

A singer once, I now am fain to weep. 
Within my soul I feel strange music swell, 
Vast chants of tragedy too deep - too deep 

For my poor lips to tell. 
          Leslie Coulson 

           killed in action, 19161 

 

1Leslie Coulson. Born in 1889. A well-known Fleet Street journalist before the war, he joined the 2nd Royal 
Fusiliers in September, 1914. He left England in December, 1914, never to return. He went first to Gallipoli 
where he was wounded; recovered in hospital in Egypt. He was then sent to France, where he was killed in 
action at the Battle of the Somme, Octobre 7, 1916, aged 27. He was a platoon sergeant at the time of his death. 
From an Outpost and Other Poems (Erskine Maedonald, 1917) sold 10,000 copies in less than twelve months. 
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