
Samuel Wycliff

A Study of the Establishment and Growth
of Private Schools in Katsina, 1980 - 2010

Bachelor Thesis

History





Bibliographic information published by the German National Library:

The German National Library lists this publication in the National Bibliography;
detailed bibliographic data are available on the Internet at http://dnb.dnb.de .

This book is copyright material and must not be copied, reproduced, transferred,
distributed, leased, licensed or publicly performed or used in any way except as
specifically permitted in writing by the publishers, as allowed under the terms and
conditions under which it was purchased or as strictly permitted by applicable
copyright law. Any unauthorized distribution or use of this text may be a direct
infringement of the author s and publisher s rights and those responsible may be
liable in law accordingly.

Imprint:

Copyright © 2012 GRIN Verlag
ISBN: 9783656663546

This book at GRIN:

https://www.grin.com/document/274557



Samuel Wycliff

A Study of the Establishment and Growth of Private
Schools in Katsina, 1980 - 2010

GRIN Verlag



GRIN - Your knowledge has value

Since its foundation in 1998, GRIN has specialized in publishing academic texts by
students, college teachers and other academics as e-book and printed book. The
website www.grin.com is an ideal platform for presenting term papers, final papers,
scientific essays, dissertations and specialist books.

Visit us on the internet:

http://www.grin.com/

http://www.facebook.com/grincom

http://www.twitter.com/grin_com



i 
 

A STUDY OF THE ESTABLISHMENT AND GROWTH OF 
PRIVATE SCHOOLS IN KATSINA, 1980 – 2010 

 

 

    

BY 

 

 

WYCLIFF SAMUEL 
  
 

 

 

A PROJECT SUBMITTED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF 
HISTORY, FACULTY OF ARTS, AHMADU BELLO 

UNIVERSITY, ZARIA, IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF 
THE REQUIREMENT FOR THE AWARD OF DEGREE 

OF BACHELOR OF ARTS (B.A.HISTORY) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OCTOBER, 2012 

 



ii 
 

DEDICATION 

This research work is dedicated to God Almighty, the giver of knowledge, 

wisdom and understanding whom without His final approval the work would 

not have been possible. And to my beloved father Mr. Wycliff Clifford and my 

late mother Mrs. Rabi Wycliff Clifford who bear the burden of my stewardship 

and remain the pivot of inspiration in life and then to all lovers of education.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



iii 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Praise be to God Almighty the King of Glory who is able to create, guided and 

assisted me throughout my studentship period in Ahmadu Bello University 

Zaria and whom with His mercy, I was able to complete this important segment 

of my programme safely. 

However, the whole degree programme owes it success to the financial 

contributions, academic insights, prayers, moral support and encouragement to a 

lot of personalities some of whom are mentioned below; 

My warmest appreciation goes to my beloved parents (Mr. Wycliff 

Clifford and my late Mother Mrs. Rabi Wycliff Clifford) who sacrificed all 

they have for my successful completion of not only my NCE but also Degree 

Programme, and whom with their valuable advice and prayers the programme 

became a reality. Thanks for your affectionate care for me right from my 

childhood, your support cannot be forgotten. For you molded my life to what I 

am today. Thank you late mother, you will forever be in my heart; you died 

before the completion of this work. I am also very much grateful to God 

Almighty and our Lord Jesus Christ for blessing me with lovely and caring 

siblings Yakubu Clifford, Ibrahim Clifford, Mary Wycliff, Martha Wycliff, 

Amos Clifford, Joseph Clifford, Justina Clifford and Alex Clifford for all 

their patience, support and prayers in all ramifications. Then Mr. Ayuba Bello 

and Mrs. Regina Ayuba Bello who always stand for the family in all situations, 

only God can crown your efforts. 

 I also, sincerely wish to express my profound gratitude to my supervisor 

and caring mother indeed Hussaina Bakin-Kasuwa Ibrahim for sparing her 

time to supervise this project work, especially with her humble advice, 

corrections, tenaciousness, patience, simplicity and kindness as well as her 

incisive criticism of this work. All this were source of encouragement to me. In 

the same vein, I will seize this opportunity to express my sincere thanks to all 

staff of the History Department particularly Prof. Enoch Oyedele, Dr. John 



iv 
 

Ola Agi and Dr. Musa Adamu Mamman for their guidance, counseling and 

encouragement during the period of my stay in the University. Indeed, your 

effort will forever be remembered. I equally appreciate Dr. George Amale 

Kwanashie, Dr. M.A Gwadabe, Dr. Adamu Abdulkadir, Dr. I.S. Jimada, Prof. 

Mahmoud Hamman, Toure Kazah-Toure, Dr. Saleh Abubakar, Dr. Sule 

Mohammed, Mal. A.Z Ibrahim, Mal. A.M Safiyanu, Mal. A.M Nasiru, Mal. 

M.S Bashir and Mal. M.S Zubairu who have taught me one course of the other. 

Then Mal. Dahiru Rabe- my NCE Project Supervisor, Mal. Ya’u Lawal- Project 

Co-ordinator, Mal. Babangida Mohammed Faskari, Mal. Jamilu Shehu of 

Umaru Musa Yar’adua University Katsina (UYMUK) and Mal. Kabir 

Mohammed Gundawa who were all my lecturers at Isa Kaita College of 

Education (IKCOE) Dutsinma. 

Moreover, this acknowledgement could never be complete without 

mentioning the names of my friend and course mates Edward David, Habila 

Abarshi and Stephen Ibrahim Sule, whom I benefitted tremendously from their 

company. Most especially Luka Dan’azumi whom we went for the fieldwork 

together followed by Monday Usman and Thaddius David whose motorcycle 

we used for mobility. These also include Yusuf Maikarfi, Sylvanus Yamai 

Edward, Emmanuel Valentine, Samuel Nwosu, Adams Bako Obed, and 

Ferdinand Moughara, Mal. Samaila Murnai, Usman Barda, Saifullahi Amadu 

Yakubu Abubakar Ja’afar, Ekom Alexander, Esther Alexander and Nuhu John. I 

thank you all and may God bless, reward and see you through in your entire 

endeavour in life (Amen).   

Lastly, I wish to acknowledge the immense contributions and support of 

Rev. I.G. Baba, Prof. Enoch and his wife Mrs. Rebecca Enoch Oyedele for 

being my discipler under the Chapel of Redemption, ABU Zaria. The family of 

Rev. Henry Kwarphery, Rev. M.S Buba, Pastor Onen Fidelis who greatly 

assisted me in the course of this work. Elder Zachariah Ishaya, Elder Aaron 

Kwarson, Miss Murna Malam, Elder Alexander Ekomogbu, Elder Ishaku 



v 
 

Sunday, Mr. Josiah D. Dzarma, Mrs. Asa’u Nuradeen my late mother’s friend, 

Barr. and Mrs. Uyi Igunma of the Assemblies of God Church Katsina- who 

have always been there for me. Then Mr.  Cephas Tan, Mal. Mudi Hassan, Dr. 

M.A Mamman and his wife Mrs. Rahila Musa Adamu Mamman. The entire 

members of Evangelical Church of Christ in Nigeria (ECCN) Katsina, Kilba and 

Adamawa Development Associations, Nigeria Fellowship of Evangelical 

Student (NIFES) and its Associates, as well as Josephine Burgess of World 

Bible School (WBS), staff of Katsina LEA, Ministry of Education, WAEC and 

NECO. The Proprietors of Private Schools especially Alhaji Tajudeen 

Babatunde Raji, Elder Christian Yakubu, Dr. Abdulkadir Rabiu Kurfi, Private 

Schools Directors, Principals, Headmasters and Headmistress, Teachers at the 

same time the Commissioners of Education, Ministry of Land and Survey, and 

their permanent secretaries for their maximum cooperation towards the success 

of this project.  

In addition, worthy of commendations are Amos Hyammann Emmanuel 

(Mbuyazi), Moses Datoegoem, Dogara Yakubu who have been caring friends 

and supportive at the same time assisted me in typing this project work. It is 

only God, who can crown your effort. Thanks for always being there. Equally, I 

appreciate the company of Danladi Gwazah, Dakup Yoila Nenman (Morgan), 

Abel Ameh Innocent, Uncle Samuel Ajufo, Uncle Kwaghtamen Liambee Felix, 

Yaro Kwapendu Daudu, Moses Ngong, Celstine Agbu, Amina Danladi, 

Kusamat Sherifat Omolola, all History 400 level students and many people 

whom I could not mention their names. However, God knows you, and He will 

reward you and grant you success in life (Amen).  

 

 

Wycliff Samuel 

October 2012 

 



vi 
 

ABSTRACT 

Education is the bedrock and key to any nation’s national development. 
However, with the general falling standard of education in Nigerian Public 
Primary and Secondary Schools, there has been the demand for more private 
schools to come in to compliment government efforts in the education sector 
through provision and delivering of high standard, quality and quantitative 
education. Therefore, this project work sets to analyze and explore the historical 
and educational reasons behind the establishment and growth private schools in 
Katsina State with particular reference to Katsina Metropolis and its environs, 
as the study is from 1980 – 2010. This is added to the fact that some proprietors 
of private schools have deviated from their traditional role and making money 
to the bedrock of establishing schools. Moreover, their proliferation has become 
a serious/great concern to all stakeholders. Thus, efficient method of research 
was applied to come up with a reliable result, in the form of conducting 
interviews with resource persons, as well as consulting newspapers, magazines, 
archival and government documents, internet among others. Thus, in the course 
of major finding, it was discovered that some of the people joining the business 
of private school believed money is bedrock. No wonder, the highest rate of 
examination malpractices, indiscipline and exploitation of teachers are 
recorded in private schools and this has crippled the role of education in 
national development. Consequently, all the necessary measures and proper 
solutions to all the stakeholders is provided in the recommendation section. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND OF KATSINA BY THE 19TH 
CENTURY 

1.0 INTRODUCTION           

Following the emergence of Katsina Kingdom in the 15th century, the 

capital was noted as a citadel of learning. This development is associated 

with the introduction of Islam in West Africa around the 14th century or 

much earlier. Important scholars were said to have entered Katsina city 

(metropolis) where they contributed much in the development of Islam. For 

instance, Muhammad Adulkarim Al-Maghili from Tuat came to Katsina in 

1493 and wrote treaties for the Emir of Katsina Muhammad Korau. This 

confirmed the fact that:  

“By the 16th and 17th centuries, Katsina had become an important centre 

of learning. From the 18th century, indigenous Katsina Islamic scholars 

had started emerging such as Waliyan Danmasani and Waliyan 

Danmarna. The emergence of these indigenous scholars marked another 

epoch in the development of Islamic learning in Katsina. Many 

Islammiya schools and Mosques and other centers of learning were 

emerging… This conforms to the fact that: Katsina has always had a 

considerable local reputation for learning, taking its place after 

Timbuktu in this respect. For centuries, people have come from all over 

West Africa to sit at the feet of learned Mallams of Katsina to improve 

their learning and  enlarge their experience. It has been claimed that 

there was in effect a university there.”1 

However, the British conquest of Northern Nigeria in 1903 marked 

another stage in the development of the so-called Western style of 

education. This continues even when Nigeria attained her independence in 

1960. Consequently, education continues to receive paramount attention as 

                                                            
1 Ahmadu Bello, My Life (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1962) pp.28-29 and Shehu Ibraham 
Bakori (ed), Katsina State Historical Guide 1: Historical Sites and Monuments (Katsina: Katsina State 
History and Culture Bureau,2007) pp.31-32 
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part of the effort made by government of the first republic to enhance social 

and national development in the country and Katsina metropolis in 

particular. 

Nonetheles s, it is therefore based on these facts that, this chapter 

would attempt to draw our attention to some of the significant issues which 

reveal how inseparable the state of learning was in Katsina. Starting with the 

geographical location, early history of Katsina with special emphasis on 

education, the educational development in the 19th century, which includes 

both ‘Traditional and Islamic Education (i.e. forms, nature and structure)' as 

well as the impact of the educational developments on the political, social 

and economic development of Katsina.    

1.1 GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION      

Land and People 

Katsina is the capital of ancient katsina Emirate, currently serving as 

the centralized administrative city at the same time capital of the state is an 

upland area located on Latitude 120 45’ N and 130 15’ N and Longitude 70 

30’E and 80 00’E. 2 It is also argued to lie between Latitude 120 5’ and 130 

22’ North and Longitude 70 33’ and 90 22’ East in the extreme north of 

Nigeria and spur of land between two water courses of Koramar Tilla and 

Gisu flowing in north - easterly direction.3 However, Katsina is located at 

the extreme part of Nigeria-Niger border. The town and its immediate 

environs form the present study area, which is bordered by the local area of 

Kaita to the North (North- East), Jibia and Batsari to the North- West, 

                                                            
2 See “Katsina” Microsoft@Student Encarta 2008[DVD], Redmond, Wt: Microsoft Corporation. 
3 Max Lock Survey Group, Surveys and Planning Reports for Kaduna State Government (London: 
Westminster Press Ltd, 1978) p.23. Cited in Jamilu Shehu, “State Creation and Urban Transformation of 
Katsina Town, 1987-2007” in Abdullahi M. Ashafa (ed). Urbanization and Infrastructure in Nigeria Since 
the 20th century (Kaduna: Kaduna State University, 2011) p.220. 
 


