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Introduction 

The Working Group on Functional Requirements and Numbering of Authority 
Records (FRANAR) was established in April 1999 by the IFLA Division of Bib-
liographic Control and the IFLA Universal Bibliographic Control and Interna-
tional MARC Programme (UBCIM). Following the end of the UBCIM Pro-
gramme in 2003, the IFLA-CDNL Alliance for Bibliographic Standards (ICABS) 
took over joint responsibility for the FRANAR Working Group with the British 
Library as the responsible body. 
 
The Working Group has three terms of reference:  
 

1) To define functional requirements of authority records, continuing the work 
that the “Functional requirements of bibliographic records" for biblio-
graphic systems initiated;  

 
2) To study the feasibility of an International Standard Authority Data Num-

ber (ISADN), to define possible use and users, to determine for what types 
of authority records such an ISADN is necessary, to examine the possible 
structure of the number and the type of management that would be neces-
sary;  

 
3) To serve as the official IFLA liaison to and work with other interested 

groups concerning authority files: <indecs> (Interoperability of Data in E-
Commerce Systems), ICA/CDS (International Council on Archives Com-
mittee on Descriptive Standards; later, International Council on Archives 
Committee on Best Practices and Professional Standards), ISO/TC46 for in-
ternational numbering and descriptive standards, CERL (Consortium of 
European Research Libraries), etc.  

 
This document fulfills the first of these terms of reference and represents one por-
tion of the extension and expansion of the Functional Requirements for Biblio-
graphic Records model that was envisioned by the IFLA Study Group on the 
Functional Requirements for Bibliographic Records. The second term of refer-
ence, dealing with numbering, was dealt with by the Working Group in a separate 
document. The third of the terms of reference represents an ongoing task that has 
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produced many valuable contacts, which have enriched this document and other 
aspects of this group’s work and have provided the opportunity for the group to 
review a number of other documents about authority data that have been produced 
during the time of the group’s work. 
 
Because the Functional Requirements for Authority Data is indeed an extension 
and expansion of the FRBR model, the Working Group has identified potential 
improvements to the FRBR model itself as well as to definitions, etc. These will 
be proposed to the IFLA FRBR Review Group for their consideration. In addition, 
the group has identified other IFLA publications relating to authority data that 
may require revisions. Those potential revisions will also be submitted to the rele-
vant groups for consideration. 
 
The IFLA FRBR Study Group noted the need for further analysis of the “entities 
that are the centre of focus for subject authorities, thesauri, and classification 
schemes, and of the relationships between those entities.” While the Working 
Group has included some aspects of subject authorities in the authorities model, it 
has not undertaken the full analysis that the FRBR Study Group envisioned. Since 
the FRANAR Working Group began its work, a new working group, Working 
Group on Functional Requirements for Subject Authority Records (FRSAR),1 has 
been charged with that task. 
 

March 2009 
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