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PREFACE

This small book is the result of direct observation of the
author was born in Toraja, South Sulawesi, Indonesia. He is
now active as a tourist guide. This text is intensified with the
research and the references of books dealing with the culture
and tradition as well as the existence of Toraja people. Toraja
is very rich in its culture, is one of the oldest cultures in
Indonesia that needs to be protected and preserved. Toraja
tradition and culture are displayed in the execution of Rambu
Tuka’s (the ritual on the side of the rising sun) and Rambu
Solo’s (the ritual on the side of setting sun).

[ have written this book to provide information about the
beauty of nature, ancient tradition, unique culture and the life
and death of Toraja people.

Part One provides a short description of many aspects of
Toraja geography, government system, religion, population,
education, health and medical care, language, social
classification, agriculture, fisheries, husbandry, industry, as
well as a brief history of the name, origin, myth and invasion
of Toraja land.

Part Two deals with religion and rituals. These two
concepts cannot have dealt with separately, as the execution
of rituals comes from the teaching of Aluk Todolo
(autochthonous religion). Toraja people are dualistic. On the
one hand, they follow the teaching of Christianity, and on the
other hand, they still practise their tradition based on the aluk
todolo.

Part Three deals with Tongkonan (kindred house) and rice
barn. The two subjects are linked. In Toraja culture, the house
is considered as a wife and the rice barn is considered as a
husband. For this reason, they have to face each other. Both
symbolise the existence of the owner in society. The



discussion of the kindred house includes the process of
construction and its ritual.

Part Four deals with the kinds of graves that are found in
Toraja, and the main pieces of equipment which are used in
important funerals. The shape and the use of the grave has its
own meaning; the grave is said to be the Banua Tangmerambu
(the house from which no smoke rises).

Part Five deals with various kinds of buffaloes with their
functions particularly during funeral ceremonies. The Buffalo
is the basic wealth in Toraja. Before buffalo was used as a
means of payment. In this part, inheritance and market are
also described.

Finally, part six provides a guide to major places of interest
and music and dances performed at festivities.

[ gratefully acknowledge the contribution from the
following: Dan Buttu, Ne’ Kiding, Ne’ Bato Tana’, Ne’ Soyan,
Ne’ Bato Buyang, Yusuf Langsa, Tominaa Ne’ Tato Dena and
Markus Pasande who have provided me with abundant
information on the tradition and culture of Toraja. For
general information on Toraja, | wish to thank the Bureau of
statistics, Department of Religion, and Department of
education of the two regencies (South Toraja and North
Toraja). Thanks to Georges who has encouraged me to write
this book.

May this book provide its readers with interesting
information about Toraja tradition and culture.

Paulus Palimbong
The author

Tana Toraja
September 2015
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