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Preface

In the summer of 2012, I did my internship at AT&T Labs Research,’ where
I attended a talk given by Carlos Scheidegger (https://cscheid.net), and
Carlos said something along the lines of “if you don’t have a website nowa-
days, you don’t exist.” Later I paraphrased it as:

“I web, therefore I am a-spiderman.”

Carlos’s words resonated very well with me, although they were a little ex-
aggerated. A well-designed and maintained website can be extremely help-
ful for other people to know you, and you do not need to wait for suitable
chances at conferences or other occasions to introduce yourself in person
to other people. On the other hand, a website is also highly useful for your-
self to keep track of what you have done and thought. Sometimes you may
go back to a certain old post of yours to relearn the tricks or methods you
once mastered in the past but have forgotten.

We introduce an R package, blogdown, in this short book, to teach you how
to create websites using R Markdown and Hugo. If you have experience with
creating websites, you may naturally ask what the benefits of using R Mark-
down are, and how blogdown is different from existing popular website plat-
forms, such as WordPress. There are two major highlights of blogdown:

1. It produces a static website, meaning the website only consists
of static files such as HTML, CSS, JavaScript, and images, etc.
You can host the website on any web server (see Chapter 3 for

'In this book, “I” and “my” refer to Yihui unless otherwise noted.
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