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Introduction

Young-Key Kim-Renaud and Miok D. Pak

The Routledge Course in Business Korean is a much-needed textbook for students who
would like to learn the Korean language used in a business context. The book introduces a
set of useful vocabulary and expressions through the topics that are not only business-related
but are also those that cover everyday life in Korea. The textbook features up-to-date natural
language based on realistic business situations.

Business Korean was created specifically as a textbook for third-year students of Korean,
with a high intermediate to low advanced level of proficiency. The idea is that students con-
tinue their Korean language education but with a clear focus on business. This is a completely
natural way of learning language, as life is business, and language is essential for both. The
book is a fruit of a long-term project, for which we have conducted scholarly research on
second language acquisition, presenting it at academic conferences and workshops, and done
empirical testing in class of many different draft versions of the book.

Business Korean is designed to be covered in two semesters with a three-hour contact time
per week. There are 15 units in total for 7 units in each semester, and the last one is meant to
be optional, depending on the pace of the class and other activities desired by the students as
well as the instructor. There are review sections for every 3 units and also business cases with
their own vocabulary lists for every 5 units. This textbook contains well-defined topics with
succinct and organized vocabulary and grammar points that are introduced and explained
systematically and in the order of complexity. Each unit provides training in every area of
language learning with reading, speaking, writing, and listening activities. In addition to the
main dialog, there is a narration for reading practice and one for listening comprehension
practice. Learning the vocabulary items and grammar points is facilitated through various
exercises such as crossword puzzles, fill in the blanks, and sentence construction.

Each unit of the book also contains 10 hanjas, Sino-Korean or Chinese characters used in
Korea, each of which often functions as the root of learned vocabulary, including business
terms. The construction of these words is much comparable to the way new English words
are coined based on Latin or Greek roots. Introducing Sino-Korean characters in each unit
thus helps students not only to understand and learn vocabulary in a more efficient and sys-
tematic manner but also to use the hanja creatively to guess the meaning of an unfamiliar
word but with recognizable Sino-Korean roots, given the right context.

Throughout the book, students are given the opportunity to expand on the basic instruction
provided through various exercises and suggested activities. Instructors’ preparation time
could thus be drastically reduced, and by the same token, no supplementary material would
be necessary. Each unit builds upon the previous ones; hence it is designed to provide ample
repetitions of vocabulary and grammatical expressions to guarantee a mastery of each unit
and the recall of the previously learned units.



2 Introduction

Because the book provides English explanations and many exercises, including audio and
visual materials, it is also usable for self-study by real businessmen who need to know busi-
ness Korean at their work places. Illustrations and recording by native speakers of Korean
will also facilitate learning, memory, and creative use of what students are taught, thereby
making the whole educational process enjoyable.

This project started as part of the larger Business Language Project by the Center for Inter-
national Business Education and Research (CIBER), an initiative of the Business School
of the George Washington University, funded by a grant from the Department of Educa-
tion (Title VI). We have also greatly benefited from a research grant from the Academy of
Korean Studies (project number AKS-09R85). We are most grateful for the support and
collaboration of our colleagues in other language departments, Mohssen Esseesy (Arabic),
Margaret Gonglewski (German), Richard Robbin (Russian), and Phyllis Zhang (Chinese),
who participated in the CIBER project. We are also thankful to the illustrator Hyunji Rie for
her wonderful work in a short period of time. Finally, we owe a large debt of gratitude to the
students in our Korean Business Language classes during the last five years at the George
Washington University. They have been our happy guinea pigs, best cheerers, and construc-
tive critics. Without their direct input, the textbook would have not been as user-friendly and
conducive to learning.



Unit 1

AJ|2 Hl=2=]
Peak season and off season

Learn how to get inexpensive plane tickets and go to a foreign country during

Unit Objectives
peak season and off season

Vocabulary A7), v1a=7], ek, A" sk, g
Grammar ~©e)= b, ()= 4~ R, ~ (L) A B2
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Nouns

9 fife AL purchase (- 3} T} to purchase, to buy)

H| 7] JE 5 10] off season

3571 10 peak season

T Hh4yg the middle (of a time span, term, period)

3* = ticket

(@ /M)/AR WiZE g0 /4 il aviation, flight (ticket/fee/airline)

NP % #) beginning (of a time, term, period, € %, 91 %, 817] %,

Tx)

NP 2 K end (of a time, term, period, &%, A, &) & 2

Verbs

T3}t xR to get, obtain, seek

¢ol 1 T to find out, look into

9 vk to be in big trouble (lit. a serious thing happens)

Adjectives

H] A4 o} to become expensive (H] A4} + o] 2| t})

A & st 95 3 to be cheap, inexpensive



719 vl 5

7
a2 A %) N B3
g 7 3 S % i
At Soibh A% z et
to buy to enter beginning end to seek
W e I % 1
g = H] 3 T 7]
7hg-0) ohuit} B! 2ot} 7 okair)
middle, center not to flourish to be used to promise, pledge

~ (&)= "4 ‘would, probably, presumably, in my opinion, I think, etc.’

‘~(2)= ®lH’ is a connective that expresses implication of some kind of presump-
tion, conjecture, reservation, regret, or concern about a certain event or situation.
When used as a sentence ender it implies that the sentence is not really finished.
In comparison to a finished sentence, this ending is used as a politeness strategy to
mitigate the impact of the statement by letting the hearer figure out what is implied.
‘~(2)= ®Eld]’ can be used with either a verb, adjective or copula ©]. When used
with a past tense marker %1/, it expresses the speaker’s presumption, conjecture
or regret about a past event or situation.

<o >
. 8Ee 4GV AR E ulAY) BE TV A4 @S W of, %
o}Q]
It’s a peak season these days so it would not be easy to get an inexpensive plane
ticket.

« 30ERH 9 wytow ol < S wlH.
If I had left 30 minutes earlier, I would have avoided the traffic.
U E)TE g A Sk ARGk,
As it will probably rain tomorrow, I should take an umbrella.
(°Hh ~ (&)= At} “~ probably is/will be’

This sentence ending is used to express the probability of the proposition. (2.)& 4
ending is normally accompanied by a rising intonation at the end of the sentence.

. (b ol o] o] o) ¢ aAlel A
This book probably is the textbook for this Korean class.
C(OFh A w7k gol ;oA HEA RS 2
Anything would probably taste good since I am/you are/he, she is very hungry
now.



6

§47) 2 v]57]
(oh) @tol FhRl @ioizh o W & 2

Korean will probably improve faster if you go to Korea.

(Cf. (&)= A (2131} ‘should have’ is used more often with the deletion of

‘7130 and in this case a falling intonation occurs.)

~% 3| X <(lit. even if we take only X for an example) for example, just talking about X’

This phrase is used to give an example of what is stated for clearer understanding and
reinforcement. This is used with only noun phrases.

<o >

S Ak B4 d ¢ v E oW vt B sk 23 %

e OlvE* 19604 ) 74|k 3= o} el 7 7}‘%9} &

o A Fe AAA o w B A 1097 =71 st H .

Korea has achieved an economic growth that no other country has done. As
recently as 1960’s (not too long ago), for example, it was the same as the
Republic of Ghana economically, but now it is one of the world’s top 10
economic powers.

A 2hl e ol s Belth o) )= Wele A ek,

That fruit looks very fresh. You can tell it’s delicious just looking at it.

852 opAlot b=l AlAl AAE olEo L . =t o = AbE

3, AEE, A2 AFFE] Ropol A FEA o @E 513 v

These days, Asian countries are leading the world’s economy. Just take Korea,
for an example [Lit. Even if we take only the Korean case], it is the leader
in manufacturing cars, mobile phones, and electronics. (Or ‘For example,

Korea is a leader’ ~~)

RFe Y A Aol 7k U AY) Holvt gl A wek o] FYE 8=

a3 g% Aol eha @k,

There seems to be a generation gap even between those with only a few
years difference. My younger brother, for example, tells me that I am old
fashioned.

Bk o = AlFreel 7k MEs sl oF Ak

Until [as late as] few years ago, one had to go through A& to go to A 7=

>sa =

o+ uE

~(L)= X (%) EET} X may (be the case) ...’

~(O)EA(R) B2 1”4- expresses conjecture with a strong possibility. Used in the past
tense form, %/ &A% E 2T} it conveys the speaker’s conjecture that some-
thing could have happened.

<o >

Aldoler] A 7 =3 o] v S (=) ZEH

Things may have all been sold out.
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o Aol ARk ARl wWol /F s EA() &2t e
They are having a sale but the discount might not be that great.
ool Sle] TR BBl HojA Foly BHE K AE w2
Q.
]?ecause I am taking 5 courses this semester, I may not be able to participate in
club activities.
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B e upol A S AT WA L.
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8 Ao]ef 7]
2] A5 A vl ool A Wzhe] gk By BHEL 3w
ol AHgal A £ S5 A L.
~o)= "], (ehh) ~(o)= A, ~7F % ~(2)E A (&) B2
() &5 A5718A4 b= ga-do] (GIEAR=5)
2) 85 Aol s E g3Ee vk
L A ek A g ofnf of A = (GIER=5)
(3) ol AF e 7= A E] (Bh, g &FdS
o efsl] T Aol & A 2t
4) IHE oAA WAEY = #A7] ofubA] el & kT
(5) 1ROk U ghare) ZhA] dE)] Han él o o™ Al Zol?
L2, Rl o 2 4 gk S| ALe A L3k Al HA WA 2
T AAE FAAL 2EAR 2EHE 2Zhd ol sk 3] Aol 3
Al & sta ol 2yt = A8k sk Z (2
oh & EX]
(6) 1:td 2EHE = oW A S-S 28 A & SHA Wo]?
L gk 7] 1d A HE b T E S ”‘Ol AR oA 3}
AFE ofn} Wol .
T T o] A
Z&|—arFol el & ¥
u] = EHTMW Starol & TS I E = Sharoll A steoj ¢ w93 Y= sl
solH Edstal gkl A5 deh, 95 & A o] 9l 91 F7h e duo]
= Urﬂ‘ri*ﬂ TS g 950 EAR dHA vk I = gigte A g
iL A= ‘L%O] AR LA B S gk o]opr| = Ho]l E7]& itk SRk gk
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T gk 7 2 Aol gl e Skl A s Eol ZvEla e Folth 7
B obd TS dlofhA Shorol et 8% Mds] 58 Pl 95
St oA Ael Srop e al ] Aol A4k 33 Ao v%1e)
vl &l 2k 20% ol A 30% 7FA] o BRI T L Bt oma} Sato) 7= Al So] W
obx ¥ E7} ot Il Tk AR deds e e g4 g5 A %‘E}.
AE & Aot dAsl Aol B4 2 4 AL
<{eko]>
7+ {E# [N] price &4 4] 91t} [A] to be known
21 81k o} 2} not only that o 52 N Eirye] Tl [A] to be dynamic
g2 B [N] tourist 2 AW AT [N] fifty million
A [N] date Q15+ A [N] population
Y THV] to exceed, cross, pass NP 5 etcetera
AMAIA PUZEET [N] four seasons NP ©] 4L [ more, above NP
/] 2] [Adv] in a hurried manner, quickly NPl tf gt about NP
(MFETHA)])
&40l 7]131rﬂ131r [V] to eagerly look forward to NPol| H]3]| in comparison to/with NP
somethmg
T AR [N] capital
E35) A5 A 1L HZE Y2 oS AR gaj BA L.
(1) JEE ¢ 3=to] 74ar Aotz
(@) B ol| eIk

3) JH= TS AAsa AFU7R

(4) Aa deds dsks Emet 7hA ol F]lsks Aol ¢ ol HFy 7k

(5) oS BE IS dviv 48 FAFU7R

3 A5 A1 2. &2 Dol 2 RIS Y vy F& Sl

HA Q.

(1) &= A-dL , ; 1ejar o] Sltt.
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(5) FEE b4 & A ekzd 8% 2hA ) &)
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1. Crossword puzzle

19 Hl7] 1

&= 7 =
2
3 4/11
.?L
12
7F
5
t}
6 ]4’ 7 %_
13
8/14
H] 7]
9
o}

<7}2>
1. to count the days, to wait eagerly 6. tobein a big trouble
2. date 7. middle of a time span
3. population 8.  off (non-peak) season
4. to see, obtain 9. to find out, look into
5. to be inexpensive

<A 2>

10. to exceed, cross, pass
11. to purchase
12. price

13.
14.

peak season
to become expensive



