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Introduction 

During the period covered by this volume, among other things Pole continued 
his career as a papal diplomat. This generated most of the copies of his 
correspondence as discussed in the introduction to volume I, as it did much of 
the subsequent interest in him. Since volume 1 was published, another 
promising lead both to more of his letters and also to one of the most pivotal 
moments in the creation of his image has come to light. It arose from a volume 
of materials the eighteenth-century ecclesiastical historian Domenico Giorgi 
assembled and which is now in the Archivio segreto vaticano. 1 It bears on its 
flyleaf the autograph title 'Indice di materie e affari risguardante I 'Inghilterra 
nel tempo della cosi detta Riforma [sic]' with a note by Angelo Mercati 
identifying the hand. 2 This could mean that the volume was once in the 
Biblioteca apostolica vaticana and came to the ASV in one of the many 
transfers of materials between the two repositories. 

Backtracking the codex beyond this speculation has proven difficult. It 
came into the ASV only in 1920-21 and was added to the very heterogeneous 
materials at the end of the fondo Segretaria di Stato, Inghilterra. 3 Possibly 
arranged by P. Savio and rebound as Inghilterra 31, it bears no indication of 
earlier collocations, nor is further information to be had in the ASV about its 
provenance. 4 According to BAY, Vat. lat. 9032, fos 184r-192v, fo. 190r-v, a 
catalogue by Costantino Ruggieri compiled at Benedict XIV's order, it or a 
very similar volume was no. XX XXVI of Giorgi's library. Fo. 2r bears the 
heading 'Ex Bibliotheca Eminentissimi Passionei', that is, Cardinal Domenico 
Passionei (1682-1761), cardinal librarian of the BAY as of 1738, whose own 
library was dispersed at his death. 5 The volume might have gone from 
Passionei to Giorgi's younger contemporary, the great prefect of the ASV 

I was led to this codex by the somewhat misleading description in An tAthair Padraig Eric 
Mac Fhinn, 'Report on Vatican archives', Analecta hibernica, 16 (1946), pp. 278ff, p. 278. I 
am grateful to Margaret McGlyn for a rough translation of his Gaelic. 
2 Mercati also added the incorrect death date for Giorgi of 10 August 1746. 

ASV, Indice 1071, fo. 2r. 
Karl August Fink, Das vatikanische Archiv; Einfohrung in die Besti:inde und ihre 

Erforschung., 2nd rev. edn (Rome: W. Regenberg, 1951), p. 85. Cf. Germano Gualdo, ed., 
Sussidi per fa consultazione dell'Archivio vaticano, 2nd edn (Vatican City: Archivio Segreto 
Vaticano, 1989), p. 79n32 for the heterogeneous nature of these volumes, which include some 
private papers. 
5 Gaetano Moroni, Dizionario di erudizione storico-ecclesiastica, 103 vols in 53 (Venice: 
Tipografia Emiliana, 1851), 51, pp. 271-2. 

2 
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2 POLE'S CORRESPONDENCE 

Giuseppe Garampi. 6 Wherever it came from, among the wide range of 
materials Giorgi abstracted is at least the first volume of ERP published in 
1744. 7 This helps to provide a terminus a quo to date the collection, which was 
closed if not finished by Giorgi's death on 21 July 1747.8 He may have owed 
his assignment to Pope Benedict, whom he served as domestic prelate and 
private chaplain; Benedict used him as a researcher in and consultant about 
Church history .9 Unfortunately, the date at which Giorgi entered the pope's 
service is unknown, although he had been recalled to Rome already by 
Benedict's predecessor Clement XII after 1737. 10 If Benedict did direct Giorgi, 
he may have intended to use him in competition with the work of Cardinal 
Querini, whose egotism and unpredictability increasingly annoyed the pope, or 
Benedict may have wanted to illuminate the controversy between the Jesuits 
and the Benedictines over the powers of the apostolic vicar in England that 
Benedict finally resolved in the bull Apostolicum ministerium of 30 May 1753. 
Had the pope been after more information about Pole as protector of the 
Cassinese Benedictines, this would again have brought him into Querini's 
territory and possibly more conflict between the two, since this was also 
Querini's congregation. 11 Giorgi certainly covered many of Querini's tracks, 
making his own fairly extensive notes on the contents of BA V, Vat. lat. 5964-
5971, for example. 12 

More important for present purposes than Giorgi's labors and their 
contribution to Pole historiography is the final section of his volume, fos 340r-

I base this supposition on the fact that the next volume Inghilterra 32 contains a good deal 
of probably autograph material from Garampi, identical in format to many of the entries in his 
imposing Schedario Garampi, backbone of the finding aids to the ASV. See, e.g., fo. 171 r for 
a scheda identical to those in the Schedario. Ace. Carlo Silvestri, 'Vita di Mons. Domenico 
Giorgi descritta da un suo concittadio della citta di Rovigo', Raccolta d'opsuculi scientifici e 
filologici, 41 (1749), pp. 337-65, pp. 351-2 and 357, Giorgi's MSS did not return to his 
native Rovigo, nor was Silvestri able to follow up the possibility that some of them had gone 
to the Casanatense, as Giorgi had wished. J. Bignami Odier, Premieres recherches sur lefonds 
Ottoboni, vol. 245, Studi e Testi (Vatican City: Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana, 1966), p. 19n 
also speculated that some of Giorgi's MSS may have wound up in the Casanatense, but she did 
not pursue her suggestion and I have not been able to as yet, either. 
7 Cf. the citations from Pole's 'Apology' to Charles V on fo. 85r cited ace. the 
paragraphing and pagination in ERP. 
8 Silvestri, 'Giorgi', p. 352. On p. 354 Silvestri cited Giorgi's funeral monument for the 
date of his death. 

Ibid., pp. 350 and 352. 
10 Ibid., p. 347. 
11 Sanctissimi domini nostri Benedicti XIV. Bullarium ... editio recentior auctior & 
emendatior, 10 vols (Venice: Bartolomeo Occhi, 1777-84), 8, pp. 90-101. Some of the 
position papers in this largely unknown dispute, probably printed in 1750, are in ASV, 
Segretaria di Stato, Inghilterra 22-24. They deserve further attention, if for no other reason 
than their numerous references to volumes related to England in the Inquisition archives. 
12 ASV, Segr. Stato, Ingh. 31, fos 214r-215v. 
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INTRODUCTION 3 

390v, entitled on a separate page 'Lettere del Card. Girolamo Dandino Legato 
in Fiandra a Carlo V. Imperatore concernenti la spedizione del Card.le 
Reginaldo Polo, destinato legato in Inghilterra alia Regina Maria' (fo. 339r). It 
seems likely that Inghilterra 31 is a composite volume made up of it and its 
predecessor in Ruggieri's catalogue, no. XXXXV. This gets us no closer to 
Giorgi's source, which he described as a registro originate consisting of four 
volumes. 13 It is worth locating, because Giorgi transcribed from it at least one 
letter to Pole not otherwise known (no. 699a bel.). 

The volume bears a loose relation to Segretaria di Stato, Fiandra 1, once 
probably part of Dandino's archive. 14 The family continued to own it until it 
began to be dismembered in the later nineteenth century. 15 It was with 
Dandino's heir Count Ercole when Sforza Pallavicino drew heavily on it in the 
mid-seventeenth century for his lstoria del concilio di Trento. 16 The letters 
Pallavicino cited in XI, 1, 7 make clear that his source was neither Giorgi's 
codex nor Fiandra 1, neither of which he used in his treatment of Pole's 
legation in 1553 in any case. 17 Some of Pallavicino's letters appear in another 
piece of Dandino's Nachlass now in the Bibliotheque nationale, Paris, namely 
Fonds italien 1673, bought at auction in 1880 from M. Baudry, 24 rue St 
Georges. It bears the notation on the flyleaf '1553. Registro delle lettere scritte 
a Roma del card. d'Imola nel tempo della sua legatione all'imperatore' and on 
fo. 1r the contemporary title 'Registro di lettere scritte a Roma del card. 
d'Imola nel tempo della sua legatione all'imperatore sopra il negotio della pace 
co'! re di Francia'. Although Heinrich Lutz thought it contained a complete 
run of Dandino's dispatches to Rome, in fact there were additional items in 
Giorgi's codex. Unlike the second, BNF, Fonds italien 1673 also does not 
appear to contain any of Dandino's letters to Pole at least Lutz drew those in 
NB 13 from the group Bolognetti/Corsini. 18 

All of another volume of material on Pole's legation of 1553-54, ASV, 
Segretaria di Stato, Inghilterra 3, has recently been published in a valuable 
edition by Ignacio Tellechea Idfgoras. 19 This has some limitations. Tellechea 
prints the pieces in the order they appear in the volume rather than in date 
sequence, and includes miscellaneous loose items among the correspondence. 

13 Inghilterra 31. fo. 382v is headed registro quarto. 
14 See the concordance of Inghilterra 31 and Fiandra I in the appendix. 
15 NB, 13, pp. XXVII-XXVIII. 
16 Hubert Jedin, Der Quellenapparat der Konzilsgeschichte Pallavicinos, vol. 4, no. 6, 
Miscellanea Historiae Pontificiae (Rome: SALER, 1940), pp. 61-2. 
17 E.g., Dandino's letter to Girolamo Capodiferro of 6 August 1553 is in neither Inghilterra 
31 nor Fiandra I; it also does not appear in NB 13 and thus may not be in BNF, either. I have 
been unable to see this codex. The legation is discussed in XIII, 8. 
18 See volume I, p. 34 and Lutz, pp. LXXXVII-XCII. 
19 J. Ignacio Tellechea Idigoras, La Legaci6n del Cardenal R. Pole (1553-4) cuando 
Inglaterra volvi6 a ser cat6lica (Salamanca: Centro de Estudios Orientales y Ecumenicos, 
2002). 
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He mentions Lutz's publication of many of these pieces, but does not cite 
Lutz's edition directly, nor does he usually give references to other printed 
editions and never to other MSS. In addition to these difficulties of citation the 
volume must be used with some care because of a rather large number of 
typographical errors. 

Finally, I must add further acknowledgments to the long list of those thanked 
in volume I. Fritz Levy and Gary Gibbs helped with source citations, Bob 
Schnucker provided the proximate stimulus to write this introduction, Giovanni 
Castaldo smoothed the way to and Sergio Pagano granted me a coveted 
permesso pomeridiano for the ASV which allowed me to work on Giorgi's 
codex, and three of my students once more contributed a great deal: Sarah-Eva 
Ellen Carlson, Maria Quintero and especially Courtney Berry. I am grateful to 
them all. 
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Appendix 

Concordance of ASV, Segretaria di Stato, Inghilterra 31 and Fiandra 1 

All letters from Dandino unless otherwise indicated. 

16 May 1553 Pope Julius 
18 May Julius 
18 May Giulio Canano 
21 May Julius 
21 May Canano 
27 May Canano 
28 May Julius 
I June Julius 
I June Girolamo Bagio-Canano 
5 June Julius 
5 June Bagio-Canano 
8 June Julius 
8 June Canano 
9 June Julius 
9 June Bagio-Canano 
10 June Julius (2) 
10 June Cardinal Del Monte 
10 June Canano 
II June Julius 
12 June Julius 
12 June Cardinal Capodiferro 
13 June Canano 
14 June Cardinal Del Monte 
15 June Julius 
16 June Julius 
18 June Julius 
20 June Canano 
21 June Julius 
21 June Canano (2) 
21 June Bagio-Canano 
24 June Julius 
duplicate 
24 June Bagio-Canano 
26 June Julius 
21 June Capodiferro (copy) 
26 June Bagio-Canano 
4 July Bagio-?Canano 

I July legate in France 
15 July Cardinal Del Monte 
15 July Canano duplicate 
17 July Cardinal Del Monte 

lnghilterra 31 
340r 

340r 

340v 

340v-34lr 

341r 

Fiandra 1 
30r-31 v 
32r-33v 
34r-35v 
36r-37v 
38r-39v 
40r-41 v 
44r-45v 
48r-49v 
5lr-52v 
53r-56v 
57r-58v 
59r-61v 
62r-63v 
64r-65v 
66r-67v 
68r-73v; 74r-75r 
76r-77v 
78r-79v 
80r-82v 
83r-84v 

87r-88v 

89r-94v 
95r-98v 
99r-104v 
105r-106v 
107r-108v 
109r-110v; lllr-112v 
113r-114v 
115r-116v 
117r-118v 
119r-120v 
121r-124v 
125r-128v 
129r-130v 
131r-134v 

Secondo registro del mese di Luglio 1553 
341 r-v 
342r-343r 

135r-136v 
343v-344v 

5 
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17 July Bagio-Canano 
20 July Cardinal Del Monte 
20 July Bagio-Canano 
23 July Julius 
23 July Cardinal Madruzzo 
28 July Capodiferro-? copy 
31 July Capodiferro 
31 July Julius 
31 July Cardinal Del Monte 

137r-138v 
344v 

139r-140v 
345r-347r 
347r-v 

141r-142v 
347v 
347v-349v 

143r-144v 

1 August Canano 
Terzo registro Agosto 

145r-146v 
2 August Canano 350r-351r 147r-150v 
9 August Julius 351r-353v 
15 August Julius (2 or continuation of first) 

353r-355v; 355v-359r 
151r-156v; 157r-168v 

16 August Cardinal Del Monte 359v 
17 August Cardinal Madruzzo 359v-360r 
17 August Cardinal Del Monte or Canano (prob. the first) 176r-181v 
18 August Capodiferro 360r-361 v 
19 August ditto 361v 
20 August Cardinal Del Monte 361v-363v 169r-171v 
20 August Cardinal Del Monte (another letter) 182r-184v 
20 August Bagio-Canano 185r-187v 
20 August Michele Ghislieri, commissary of Inquisition [no text given] 

23 August Abbot Martinengo 
25 August Cardinal Del Monte 
25 August Bagio-Canano 
26 August Cardinal Del Monte 
27 August Cardinal Del Monte (2) 

363v 
363v-364r 
364r-367v 192r-197v 

198r-199v 
172r-175v 

367v-370v; 371r-372v 
200r-203v; 208r-209v 

27 August Pole 372v-375v 
27 August 1553 Cardinal Jaen, viceroy at Naples 

29 August Julius (2) 
29 August Cardinal Del Monte 
29 August Pole 
29 August Richard Pate 

2 September Bagio-Canano 
another 
2 September Capodiferro 
4 September Canano 
15 September Pole 
16 September Cardinal Del Monte 
24 September Cardinal Del Monte 
24 September Canano 
26 September 1553 Pole 
27 October to Cardinal Durante 

375v 
376r-380v 
380v-381r 
381r-382r 
382r 

210r-21lv; 212r-213v 
214r-215v 

Registro quarto [no month dates] 

382v-383r 
383r-385r 
385r-v 
385v-387r 
387r-v 
387v-388r 
388r-390r 
390r-v 

216r-217v and dup. 218r-219v; 
222r-v 



A note on the text 

All quotations in English and Latin have been modernized and standardized, 
but those in other languages, esp. Italian, have not. Italian names have 
sometimes been left in local dialectic rather than standardized Italian, 
especially in the case of Venice (for example, Marin Sanudo, not Marino 
Sanuto). The summaries are sometimes rather telegraphic in order to save 
space. The subject pronoun T is frequently omitted, except when confusion 
would result, as are forms of the verb 'to be'. The following abbreviations, 
based on the system of textual editing adopted in my edition of Starkey's 
Dialogue, appear in headnotes and footnotes, for the same reason: 

a b. above 
ace. according to 
aft. after 
alt. altered from 
auto. autograph 
be f. before 
bel. below 
C16 etc sixteenth-century 
corr .Is correction/s 
D&C Dean and chapter 
del. deleted 
dif. different 
dioc. diocese 
esp. especially 
mar. margin 
n.d. no date 
n.p. no place 
orig. original 
pro b. probably 
s.a. sine anno (without year date) 
s.n. sub nomine (under the name) 
vg vicar -general 

NB Persons not identified in the text will be found in the biographical 
compendium in vol. 4. MS is understood in all bibliographical citations (e.g., 
BL, Add. 25425, instead of Add. MS 25425) unless otherwise indicated. 
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1547-1552 

511 
25 January 1547 
Marcello Cervini - Pole, Trent 
MSS: ASF:CC, 3, fo. 70/136, orig. with signature torn off; BCQ, F III 7, m. 2, fo. 95r. 
Printed: ERP, 4:CC:30. 

Learning today of [Roberto] Pucci's death and the vacancy of Melfi, write on 
behalf of [Tommaso] Caselli. 1 Because of the 1000 ducat pension on Melfi, the 
see is not much different in value from Bertinoro. If the pope gives it to 
someone who has a poor bishopric in the kingdom [of Naples], such as 
[Girolamo] Verallo who has Rossano where Caselli was born, let the pope at 
least adjust the pensions so that Caselli has a decent income. Sorry about 
Pietro Bembo' s death. 2 

512 
31 January 1547 
Pole- priors of Bagnoregio, n.p.3 

Citation: Ramacci, p. 99, from Consigli del Comune, 1, fo. 422 (destroyed). 
This letter means that Pole became governor of Bagnoregio at about this time 
in succession to Roberto Pucci. 4 That position was confirmed for life at the 
beginning of Julius III's conclave, allegedly by lot. 5 Antonio Rotondo has 
Pole, together with Flaminio and Carnesecchi, in Bagnoregio in late 1546 for a 
short time, and Oddone Ortolani in January 1547 for a stay of some months, 
but both must be mistaken. 6 If Carnesecchi ever visited Pole there, it may have 
been in the summer of 154 7. 7 

Cf. no. 508 ab. and no. 514 bel. 
19 January 1547. 
Prob. Rome, since Pole's absence from consistory is recorded only on 22 April 1547. 

ASV, Archivio concistoriale, Acta camerarii, 8, fo. 39v. 
4 Mario Signorelli, ed., Civita di Bagnoregio nella storia (Viterbo: Agnesotti, 1979), p. 26. 

CT, 2, p. 40. 
DB!, 20, p. 471 and Oddone Ortolani, Per Ia storia della vita religiosa italiana nel 

Cinquecento. Pietro Carnesecchi (Florence: Le Monnier, 1963), pp. 68-9. 
7 PC, pp. 351 and 514. For Pole and Bagnoregio, see also the cursory treatment in 
Francesco Petrangeli Papini, Bagnoregio. Cronologia storica (Viterbo: Agnesotti, 1972), pp. 
78, 94-5. 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 
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Send my auditor Girolamo Pecorino to take possession of Bagnoregio. 

513 
31 January 1547 
Pole- priors of Bagnoregio, n.p. 
Citation: Ramacci p. 99, from Consigli del Comune, I, fo. 423 (destroyed). 

Nomination of Gabriele Bianchello as lieutenant. 

514 
5 February 1547 
Pole - Cervini, Rome 
MSS: ASF:CC, 3, fo. 711137; BCQ, F III 7. m. 2, fo. 95r. 
Printed: ERP, 4:CC:31. 

9 

Ready to help with Caselli, but no point, as you will learn from Bernardino 
Maffei. 8 Condole with you about the loss of Pucci and Bembo, especially 
Bembo. 

515 
Between 18 and 25 February 1547 
Pole - Paul III, n. p. 
MSS: BA V, Vat. lat. 5967, fo. 269r, draft, headed, pro b. in Gianbattista Binardi's hand, 
Paulo iii de R.mo Card. Tridentino legato ad Caes. constituendo; BAY, Vat. lat. 5827. fo. 
13r-v; BNM, Lat. XI 60 (6527), fo. 215r. 
Printed: ERP. 4:20. 
Calendar: CSPV, 5, no. 453, from ERP, dated ?February 1547. 

Date from Paul's decision to send legates to the emperor (see next no.) and 
elsewhere about England, and 25 February 1547 when they (not including 
Madruzzo) were named. 9 

Gregorio Leti, Historia overo Vita di Elisabeth, Regina d'lnghilterra 
(Amsterdam: Abraham Wolfgang, 1693), 1, p. 18 quoted from a probably 
spurious document that Pole thought the situation was hopeless. 

Henry's death 10 offers an opportunity for restoring the Church and bringing 
immortal glory to you. Your prudent judgment of the event gives me greater 
hope. But a good part of this is up to the emperor, and someone welcome 

Cf. nos 507 and 508 ab. 
CT, 10, pp. 641n2, 821 and 827. Cf. W. H. Turnbull, ed., Calendar of state papers 

foreign series of the reign of Edward, 1547-1553 (London: Longman, Green, Longman and 
Roberts, 1861), nos 24, 30 and 111 and A. von Druffel, 'Die Sendung des Card. Sfondrato an 
den Hof Karls V. 1547-48, 1', Abhandlungen der historischen Classe der koniglichen bayer
ischen Academie der Wissenschaften, 20 (1893), pp. 291-362, pp. 312-24. 
10 28 January 1547. 

4 

4 
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ought to be sent to him. No one could be better than [Cristofaro] Madruzzo, 
including for a mission to England or anything else. A short letter seems good 
now; more later. 11 

516 
Day after previous 
Pole - Paul III, n.p. 
MSS: BAY, Vat. lat. 5967, fo. 155r-v, draft, headed, prob. in Binardi's hand, Paulo iii papa 
de R.mo Tridentino legato ad Caes. pro pace mittendo, corrs also in Binardi's hand; BA V, 
Vat. lat. 5827, fos 11v-13r; BNM, Lat. XI 60 (6527), fo. 214v. 
Printed: ERP, 4:21. 
Calendar: CSPV, 5, no. 454, from ERP, dated ?February 1547. 

Lest a bad situation become worse, wrote yesterday about public utility. The 
emperor has the leading role, and an agreement must therefore be struck with 
him. This in turn depends on the choice of legate sent to him, which must be 
someone acceptable to him and able to work prudently with his councillors. It 
would be hard to think of anyone better than Madruzzo, who might also be 
sent as pro-legate. Perhaps the failure to reach an agreement between you and 
the emperor has harmed 'the common salvation', but I neither affirm nor deny 
this. Certain that the disagreement must now be overcome. 12 Use my services. 

517 
6 March 1547 13 

Pole - Madruzzo, Rome 
MSS: BAY, Vat. lat. 5967, fos 283r-84r, minute(?), headed Rev. Tridentino Consolatoria; 
BAY, Vat. lat. 5827, fos 109v-111r; BNM, Lat. XI 60 (6527), fos 267r-268v. 
Printed: ERP, 4:32. 
Calendar: CSPV, 5, no. 533, from ERP. 

Already oppressed by Vittoria Colonna's death 14 when Pietro Bertano's letter 15 

arrived about end of your brother Aliprando, a great soldier of the Empire. 16 I 
worried that you would take it too hard. Have yours 17 in which you pour your 

II Cf. next no. 
12 Cf. Ludwig von Pastor, Geschichte der Papste im Zeitalter der katholischen Reformation 
und Restauration, 15 vols (Freiburg im Breisgau: Herder, 1914), 7, p. XII for the breakdown 
of the imperial-papal agreement of 1546. 
11 Cf. PM, 2, p. 502n for confirmation of year date from similar letter to Madruzzo from 
Jacopo Sadoleto of 15 March 1547; also Hubert Jedin, 'Kardinal Pole und Vittoria Colonna', 
in Kirche des Glaubens!Kirche der Geschichte (Freiburg: Herder, 1966), pp. 181-94, p. 192 
correcting ERP's error in date. 
14 25 February 1547. DB!, 27, p. 453. 
15 Missing. 
16 t bef. 24 February 1547. CT, 10, p. 825n3. 
17 Missing. 
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love on me as a lotion, and take me as your brother. Thus his death hit me 
hard. The biggest loss was of half the soul you pledged me. Bertano writes that 
you flee human contact and would not freely hear 'consolers', depriving 
yourself of all friends to follow the dead. This offends God, who gave life. No 
human effort will help, as I know from experience. Pray instead. This the 
medicine that worked when I could not be consoled. Come back to us! I 
learned the rest from Aurelio's letters. 18 Let us know as soon as possible of 
your liberation. 

518 
13 March 1547 
Pole- priors of Bagnoregio, n.p. 
Citation: Ramacci, p. 100, from Consigli del Comune, 2, fo. 50 (destroyed). 

Memorial from Pole saying case with Bolsena committed to him and [Guido 
Ascanio] Sforza, and asking for embassy to come to ratify compromise. 

519 
2 May 1547 
[Vincenzo] Parpaglia- Pole, Bologna 
MS: ASV, Principi, 12, fos 401v-405v, copy. 
Printed: noted in CT, II, p. 193, from orig. in Naples. 

Arrived here today at noon and lodged with Richard Pate. Told him my whole 
commission, that the pope and you had chosen him to go to the emperor about 
the council, but that since there seemed no hope of negotiation he would not be 
sent for now. After talking to [Francesco] Sfondrato, it appears that the 
emperor willing to talk, so Pate thinks he will go. He read my instructions and 
notes, praising them greatly. We went together to Cervini, because [Giovanni 
Maria Ciocchi] Del Monte is at San Michele in Bosco, and told him about the 
instruction. When he saw the chapter about the penitentiary's trip, 19 he said he 
hoped he would go, but difficult now since the government of England getting 
worse in terms of religion. Therefore, he thought a mission should go to the 
emperor immediately, but the penitentiary's mission should not be mentioned, 
nor the worse turn in England. Charles would want to know why the pope had 
sent to France, which he always took in the worst part. They should say that 
the penitentiary's mission was just alta ventura ['off the cuff'] and of no 
importance. Cervini does not think he will be admitted to England. Emperor 
the only hope. Religion should go unmentioned to Charles, since he would just 
use it for an excuse. Only two ways to proceed: through an agreement with the 
papacy, which he expects to fail and cause 'hatred', which he does not need; 

18 Cattaneo, Madruzzo's secretary; CT, I, p. 728.43-4; letter missing. 
19 Frob. Hilliard, who did not finally make it to England until 1549. See no. 539 bel. 
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or through arms, which he will not undertake 'without vigorous aid' from the 
pope. So he not interested at the moment, and will say the same thing to a 
legate or your agents as he has already said to the nuncio. Cervini thought it 
best to send a mission immediately after the king's death, and had written 
Charles to that effect. He replied that he would write his ambassador in 
Rome20 and tell him whatever necessary. Praised and thanked Cervini and told 
him I to follow his orders, in consultation with Sfondrato. Then Pate and I 
went to Del Monte. I especially asked him whether we should talk to the 
emperor about the penitentiary's mission. He replied that Charles 'very 
circumspect' and paid attention to how people spoke, and knew your reputation 
for sincerity. Thus if we did not mention the mission, he would think you were 
hiding something. We would have to convince the emperor that he stood to 
gain. Did not tell him we had seen Cervini first. When I returned to Cervini 
and told him Del Monte's opinion, he did not change his. Told him if he 
thought of anything else, to let me know on the road. He seems to think that 
the pope should not appear to seek a remedy for England, and that the mission 
was going to the emperor only to remind him of what the pope thought about 
the emperor's duty. Pate sees no solution but to pray. 

520 
4 November 1547 
Pole- Pietro Antonio De Angelini, governor of Viterbo, n.p. 
Citation: Ramacci, p. 103, from Consigli del Comune, 3, fo. ? (destroyed). 
Pole was apparently not now in Rome. Cervini noted his absence on 7 Novem
ber 1547 because of catarro qui ei in humero insederat ['a catarrh which had 
settled in his shoulder']. 21 He had been in Bagnoregio in May and was perhaps 
still there. 22 

Very sorry that priors of Viterbo confiscated Bagnoregian animals that alleg
edly 'did damage' in Viterbo. Pasture's ownership to be investigated. 

521 
19 December 1547 
Pole- Gabriele Bianchello, n.p. 
Citation: Ramacci, p. 104, from Consigli del Comune. 2, fo. 96? (destroyed). 

Orvietan citizens have bought the territory in question and should have rights 
to it conceded to them. 

2° Charles Guillard de Mortier. CT, 11, index. 
21 Walter Friedensburg, 'Beitrage zum Briefwechsel der katholischen Gelehrten Deutsch
lands im Reformationszeitalter. Cochlaeus', Zeitschrift for Kirchengeschichte, 18 (1897), pp. 
106-31, 233-97, 420-63 and 596-636, p. 603. 
22 Cf. no. 585 beL 
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522 
1 January 1548 
Sforza and Pole - Comune di Bolsena, Rome 
MS: Archivio storico comunale, Bolsena, doc. ad anno no. 144, copy. 

By ours of 1 December23 we deputized the vicar of Montefiascone24 and Abbot 
Parpaglia as our commissioners in the controversy between you [and 
Bagnoregio ]. We now hear that other places disputed, and give the same 
commission to those two to settle boundaries there. 

523 
2 January 1548 
Pole - Madruzzo, Rome 
MS: Biblioteca comunale, Trento, 599, fo. 30r. 

Bartolomeo Spadafora the bearer. Please write Inquisitors of Sicily for him. 
Enemies giving sinistra informatione. Can you tell Charles V? Take him under 
your protection. 25 

524 
1 February 1548 
Papal response to the imperial protest against the translation of the council 
from Trent to Bologna26 

MSS: BAY, Vat. lat. 5967, fos 62r-79r; ASV, Misc. Arm. II 2, fos 128r-!32v, late copy, 
apparently not in one of Gualteruzzi hands; ASV, Archivio concistoriale, Acta camerarii 8, fos 
76r-90v. 5967 in: Magnam superiori consist aria ill. D. Orator maeroris causam dedisti S.mo 
D. N.ro et sacra Car.lis collegia; ex: quominus nobis provinciam ad catholicae ecclesiae 
unitatem revocet, et in ea pristinum christianae religionis splendorem restituas, quemadmodum 
a deo opt. max. votis omnibus precatur atque exoptas. 
Printed: ERP, 4:pp. 382-402; CT, 6:3, pp. 728-38, from a long list of MSS, not including 
any of these three. 
For Pole's role in drafting this text, in addition to the evidence of 5967, see 
Maffei - Cervini, 23 January, but Hubert Jedin must be correct that a jurist 
was also involved, probably Marcello Crescenzi, one of the four cardinals 
along with Pole to whom Paul committed consideration of the validity of the 
council's translation, and Blosio Palladio polished the style. 27 

23 Missing. 
24 Possibly Ubaldino Bandinelli, Sforza's successor in the diocese. ASV, Archivio concis
toriale, Acta vicecancellarii, 6. to. 83r (Eubel, p. 243). 
25 Cf. no. 526 on behalf of Cesare Carduino, which may mean there was some link between 
Spadafora and him. 
26 The protest was delivered on 23 January. CT, 6:3, pp. 717-26. 
27 CT, II, p. 354 and Hubert Jedin, Storia del concilio di Trento, vo!. 3 (Brescia: 
Morcelliana, 1982), p. 241. See Johann Sleidan, De statu religionis et reipublicae Carolo 
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Although the notary Pedro Ximenez noted Blosio's assertion that the texts he 
had given him were of the protest as read in consistory, and the work must 
therefore have been nearly complete then, in fact it was still being worked on 
at least into June. 28 

In the last consistory you [Diego Hurtado de Mendoza, imperial ambassador to 
Rome] asserted that you had a mandate from the emperor to protest; we have 
discovered that it does not give you that power. But I [sic] propose to respond 
to all your points. Everyone knows what a bad example those who disobey set. 
We did not expect the emperor to disturb the Church's peace. We very glad at 
his great victory over the Protestants/9 but you minimize the extent of the 
pope's assistance. He almost exhausted the Church's patrimony. What should 
he expect other than to enjoy the fruits of victory? The pope should not have 
expected that the emperor, of whom he has always taken such care, would 
break the peace with this protest. No trace of such an intention in your 
mandate. [Given here.] Did you not consider it first [at length]? What were 
you thinking when you denounced the decree of translation as a factional 
document? I do not see how this is just. How much less just it would be for the 
rump at Trent to call itself the council. The right to translate the council 
belongs to the pope. Although your protest void, it still needs a reply lest souls 
be harmed. You contrast the pope's negligence to the emperor's care of the 
church, especially on the score of the general council. The pope's desire for a 
council even older than the emperor's; he steadily tried to get one before he 
became pope and has appointed cardinals who want one. He missed no chance 
to convoke one, first to Mantua, then to Vicenza. Lack of attendance not his 
fault. This was not because neither place suited a council - as you now say 
only Trent is - but mainly because of war. Charles's wars the major 
impediment. The pope by contrast has always been a sincere advocate of 
peace. You admit that his agents have been trying for years to secure a 
council. His whole pontificate has been devoted to peace and the council. You 
would not deny any of this, before you get to the translation. Is it not 
prejudicial to the council at Bologna to keep prelates at Trent? Everyone 
agrees that the council now at Bologna. The majority ought to rule, and both it 
and the pope have the undisputed right to translate. The pope reserves to 
himself judgment whether the council was properly translated. The prelates at 
Trent pose the threat of a schism. Now to your claim that the pope has no care 
for German matters. First, the pope has never decreed that the council may not 
return to Trent, provided it can be done without scandal to other provinces. 

quinto caesare commentarii, 3 vols (Osnabriick: Otto Zeller, 1968; reprint of 1785-86 edn), 3. 
p. 85 for Johann Georg Schelhorn's certainty that Pole was the author. 
18 Tommaso Campeggi to Giovanni Battista Campeggi on 3 June. ASBol, Fonda Malvezzi
Campeggi, ser. III, 91533, 1548. 
29 At Miihlberg on 24 April 1547. 
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Second, the experience of the last years disproves your assertion. His legates 
waited seven months for imperial representatives at the first convocation, and 
none came other than Granvelle and his son. The legates, Pierpaolo Parisi, 
Giovanni Marone and Pole, waited patiently, as you can best attest. They 
invited you to set an example by staying in Trent, but you refused and shortly 
thereafter left. No point in reminding you how patiently the legates, Del 
Monte, Cervini and Pole, waited after the second convocation; remember how 
many months were wasted before the council opened. It produced many 
decrees on morals and doctrine, but very few Germans attended, no 
Protestants and hardly any bishops, most of whom sent proctors. You pretend 
that calling the council back to Trent will produce German obedience. Not 
true, nor Trent the only place council can be held. No necessity of forcing the 
council to meet in any particular place, as if the ancient Jews could only 
sacrifice in Jerusalem. Holy Spirit everywhere. Should any people have their 
own general council? The bishops' comfort more important. I shall reply at the 
end to your point that the translation illegal. Now for your attack on the pope. 
Wish it had been more modest. The safety and comfort of the attendees has 
been a principal concern from apostolic times and is governed by papal and 
imperial law. Both pope and emperor ministers of peace. The pope and 
cardinals admit your protest in so far as the law allows without prejudice to the 
rights of the legates and the council and the pope advokes the determination of 
the translation's nullity to himself and commits it in consistory to Parisi, Juan 
Alvarez de Toledo, Crescenzi and Pole. The pope offers to send legates to 
Germany pending the decision. If it overturns the translation's validity, the 
pope promises to return the council to Trent. 

525 
9 February 1548 
Pole - De Angelini, governor of Viterbo, Rome 
MS: AS (BCAV), Riforme, 44 (II C 77), fo. 133r. 
Cf. no. 520 ab. 

Since you in Rome, remind you as much as I can of boundary dispute with 
Bagnoregio. Skip legal forms, only truth. Should be a quick job. Have 
committed 'to my lieutenant' .30 

526 
29 February 1548 
Pole - Madruzzo, Rome 
MS: Biblioteca comunale, Trento, 599, fo. 148r. 

30 tenente (?); Bianchello. 
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Sorry your intervention with the viceroy of Naples31 for the Neapolitan 
gentleman Cesare Carduino32 could not take effect since he not in Naples. Help 
him this time, learning his innocence. 33 It means a great deal to me. More 
from bearer. 

527 
24 March 1548 
Pole, protector - Santo de Santa Agatha, San Sebastiano, Congregation of 
Beato Pietro da Pisa in Venice, Rome 
MS: Archivio di stato, Treviso, Atti provenienti da Venezia, Santa Maria Maddalena di 
Treviso (Frati Gerolomini), b. 7, unfoliated, 10 May 1548, provincial chapter in Venice. 
Printed: ERP, 4:pp. 440-1 from Archivio Santa Maria Maddalena, Treviso and San Sebas
tiana, Venice, of Cong. of Bl. Peter of Pisa. 

Pole, involved with the Girolamites since at least 1541, became protector in 
154 7, perhaps until his death. 34 Santo de Santa Agatha was prior in Venice by 
1525, when he drew fourteen votes for vicar-general and was instead elected 
one of the diffinitori. 35 Ten years later he was a priest of the Venetian house, 
and was ordered to appoint a confessor for the observant nuns of San Zaccaria. 
In 1542 he was again a diffinitore and in 1544 he was himself confessor at San 
Zaccaria, although he was not doing the job for some reason. He was also 
cited for holding multiple benefices and not providing cure of souls. Finally, 
he was involved in the Girolamo Messio case. 36 If he was the best candidate, it 
would appear that the Girolamites did indeed need help. 

11 Pedro de Toledo. Carlos Jose Hernando Sanchez, Castilla y Napoles en el siglo XVI. El 
virrey Pedro de Toledo: linaje, estado y cultura ( 1532-1553) (Salamanca: Junta de Castilla y 
Leon, 1994). Official documents of viceregality in Giuseppe Coniglio, ed., Il viceregno di don 
Pietro di Toledo (1532-1553), 2 vols, Quaderni della facolta di scienze politiche (Naples: 
Giannini, 1984). 
32 Salvatore Caponetto, La riforma protestante nell'ltalia del Cinquecento (Turin: Claudiana, 
1992), p. 85 calls him a follower of Juan de Valdes; sent to Rome for investigation with G. F. 
Alois in 1552 (PM, 1, p. 377); abjured at the Dominican convent of the Minerva along with 
Appolonio Merenda, Francesco Caserta and Pietro Cirillo in 1553 (PM, 2, p. 159n); put at 
Valdes's Naples meetings by Nicolas Bobadilla (Nicolas Bobadilla, Gesta et scripta, vol. 46, 
MHSI [Madrid: Lopez del Homo, 1913], p. 18). He may have been a relative of the Mario 
Carduino whom Pole absolved in no. 1163 bel. for reading heretical books. 
33 Apparently from him, but does not say he was the bearer. 
34 J. B. Sajanello, Historica monumenta ordinis S. Hieronimi congregationis B. Petri de 
Pisis, 2 vols (Venice: Antonio Zatta, 1758), 1, p. 562. 
35 Archivio di stato. Treviso, Atti provenienti da Venezia, Santa Maria Maddalena di 
Treviso (Frati Gerolomini), b. 7, fasc. 2. For the translation of diffinitore as principal see 
Philip McNair, Peter Martyr in Italy: an anatomy of apostasy (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 
1967), p. 265. 
36 ASVe, Convento di San Sebastiana, b. 33, fasc. 2, fo. 89v and passim. See vol. 1, p. 
258. 
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Since Filippo da Mantova37 the rector general cannot make the visitation of the 
province of Treviso before the annual chapter, we appoint you to make the 
visitation and convoke the chapter in his stead. 38 

528 
8 May 1548 
Pole - Alvaro de Ia Quadra, Rome 
MSS: BAY. Vat. lat. 6754, fo. 29v; BL, Add. 41577, fo. 29v; BNM, !tal. X 24 (6527), to. 
3r. 
Calendar: CSPV, 5, no. 539. 
Pole had nominated Massingberd prior the year before. 39 

Sir Oswald, 40 prior of Ireland, the bearer, wishes to go with the French fleet to 
Scotland in company with Irish Earl Gerard. 41 Recommend both to you. 

529 
Aft. 13 July 1548 
Pole- Morone, n.p.42 

MS: BAY, Vat. lat. 5966, to. 132r-v; cf. PM, 4, p. 453n. 

37 His surname appears to have been De Ruporio. He was priest of Verona in 1535: ibid., 
general chapter of 1535; 1542 and 1544 prior in Mantua. 
18 Sadoleto had been protector before Pole and had tried to reform the Trevisan province 
through a visitation by two Benedictines. Benedetto Fontana, 'Documenti vaticani contro 
l'eresia luterana in Italia', Archivio della societa romana di storia patria, 15 (1892), pp. 71-
165, pp. 161-3. Cf. Richard M. Douglas, Jacopo Sadoleto (1473-1547), humanist and 
reformer (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1959), pp. 130-1. The Girolamites had 
approximately forty houses in two provinces. Sadoleto had called a general chapter for Ferrara 
in 1539, but left the execution of his order to Giovanni Pietro Carafa, who refused to help. 
Sadoleto then asked Cardinal Accolti (one assumes as cardinal of Ferrara; he makes a very 
unlikely reformer on any other grounds) and Tommaso Campeggi for help in August 1541. 
Jacopi Sadoleti epistolae quotquot extant proprio nomine scriptae, ed. Vincenzo Alessandro 
Costanzi, 4 vols (Rome: G. Salamonio, 1760-64), app. 5, p. xxviii. Pole was also asked and 
refused involvement then and told Campeggi to wait for Sadoleto's return to Italy; see no. 355 
ab. The general chapter was held only in 1549, partly through Pole's efforts reflected in this 
letter. For his earlier involvement, see ab. nos 313, 319 and 348. 
39 Whitworth Porter, History of the knights of Malta of the order of the hospital of StJohn of 
Jerusalem, 2 vols (London: Longman, Brown, Green, Longmans and Roberts, 1858), 2, pp. 
329-30. 
40 Massingberd. 
41 recte Gerald Fitzgerald, eleventh earl of Kildare. 
"' In June Pole was in Marino, when his absence from consistory was recorded. Luigi 
Campana, 'Monsignor Giovanni Della Casa e i suoi tempi. Appendice di documenti', Studi 
storici, 18 (1908), p. 460 and ASV, Archivio concistoriale, Acta camerarii, 8, fos IOOr, lOlv 
and 102v. 



18 POLE'S CORRESPONDENCE 

Congratulations on escape [from legation of Bologna] and plan to return to 
Modena. 

530 
?Summer 1548 
Pole- Ercole Gonzaga, n.p. 
MSS: BAY, Vat. lat. 6754, fos 29v-30r; BL, Add. 41577, fo. 29v, n.d.; BNM, Ita!. X 24 
(6527), fo. 3r. 
Calendar: CSPV, 5, no. 530, dated ?Rome, 1548. 

Please grant privilege for the publication of Bembo's works like that from the 
pope. Bembo made me protector of his will, with special care for publication 
given to Carlo Gualteruzzi. 43 Do not want him to suffer financial loss. Send 
copy of breve for your chancellery. 

531 
16 September 1548 
Pole- bishop of Fano,44 Rome 
MSS: BAY, Vat. lat. 6754, fos 28v-29r; BL, Add. 41577, fo. 29r; BNM, Ita!. X 24 (6527), 
to. 3r. 
Calendar: CSPV, 5, no. 543, to bishop of Fanoda. 

Please ask Charles V to write archbishop of Granada to pay me as he did for 
so many years Gianmatteo Giberti. 45 If he does not pay, will have to take vie 
ordinarie di censure ['ordinary course of censures', i.e. legal measures in 
Rome]. 46 His agents here have not satisfied me. Were supposed to pay on St 
John's day last [29 August], but said nothing through whole month of August 
except talk of impositions on the pension. Have a copy of Charles's letter made 
and sent here. Good luck with business of your church. 

43 Brown noted that two cardinals were appointed as protectors (the other is unidentified) and 
cf. DB!, 8, pp. 133-51, p. 146 for Gualteruzzi and Girolamo Querini as executors, together 
with Pole's etlorts in June 1548. As Brown observes, Pole's intervention failed and Querini 
alone got the publication rights. 
44 Pietro Bertano, then nuncio to Charles Y. NB, 11, Nuntiaturdes Bischoffs Pietro Bertano 
von Fano 1548-1549, ed. Walter Friedensburg (Berlin: A. Bath, 1910),passim. 
45 Pedro Guerrero de Logrofio (1501-76). Eubel, p. 205 and C. Gutierrez, Espafioles en 
Trento, Corpus tridentinum hispanicum (Yalladolid: CSIC, 1951), pp. 946-63. Pole had 
constant problems collecting both his Spanish pensions. See CPEC, no. 15, p. 14. Despite the 
emperor's order for payment, Pole prob. was only paid this one for the first time in January 
1547 (and in full) by the outgoing bishop Ferdinanda Nino (Eubel, p. 315), at which time 
another arrangement was supposed to have been made. CT, 10, p. 802n and Antonio Marin 
Ocete, El arzobispo don Pedro Guerrero y Ia politica conciliar espanola en el siglo XVI, 2 
vols, Monografias de historia ecclesiastica (Madrid: CSIC, 1970), 1, p. 111. 
46 Cf. no. 672 bel. for evidence that Pole did go to law. I have found no trace of the case in 
the records of the Rota and those of both Segnature are lost. 
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532 
9 November 1548 
Lazzaro Bonamico - ?Pole, Padua 
MSS: BAY, Vat. lat. 5967, fo. 291r-v, orig., wrapperfo. 294; BCQ, G VI, unfoliated. 
Printed: ERP, 4:25. 

19 

Writing on behalf of Giovanni Vergili. 47 Has the Greek book from the 
Byzantine patriarch. Among other things, it deals with papal primacy. Help 
Giovanni, if you think good, so that he may study. 

533 
16 January 1549 
Mandate about Fra Mansueto da Bagnacavallo 
MS: Original not found in either Venice or Treviso. 
Printed: ERP, 4:pp. 441-2 from Archivio Santa Maria Maddalena, Treviso and San 
Sebastiana, Venice, of Cong. of Bl. Peter of Pisa, but not in Sajanello. 

Mansueto had been recalcitrant already in 1537 when Sadoleto had ordered 
him to hold a visitation and provincial chapter. 48 In 1525 and 1535 he was 
prior in Rome, and in the second year was elected vicar general. 49 He is said to 
have lost his authority after four years. 50 Provincial of Mark of Ancona 1528 
and 1532. 51 By 1544 he had moved to be prior at Rimini, a house containing 
four others from Bagnacavallo. He died ca. 1562. 52 

Order for the arrest of Mansueto da Bagnacavallo. The inhibition he has from 
Crescenzi has been redone and is invalid. Done in the Vatican, my usual 
residence, and witnessed by Tommaso Maggi, cleric of Como, and Vincenzo 
Gheri, cleric of Pistoia. 

534 
5 February 1549 
Consiglio generale of Bagnoregio - Pole, Bagnoregio 
Citation: Ramacci, p. 108, from Consigli del Comune, 2, fo. 174 (destroyed). 

If grain enters Bagnoregio, prevent reexportation. 

47 Unidentified. There is nothing about him in Giambattista Verci, 'Vita di Lazzaro 
Bonamico', in Notizie intorno alia vita e opere degli scrittori della citta di Sassano (Venice: 
Privately Published, 1775), pp. 3-96. 
48 Archivio di stato, Treviso, Atti provenienti da Venezia, Santa Maria Maddalena di 
Treviso (Frati Gerolomini), b. 7, fasc. 1, unfoliated, Sadoleto - Congregation, Rome, 26 
August 1537. 
49 Ibid., fasc. 2. 
50 

51 

52 

Sajanello, Monumenta, I, p. 564. 
Ibid., 1, p. 569. 
Ibid., I, p. 578. 
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535 
5 February 1549 
Pole- priors of Bagnoregio, n.p.53 

Citation: Ramacci, p. 108, from Consigli del Comune, 2, fo. 175 (destroyed). 

Appointment of Ludovico De Amicis di Faenza lieutenant. 

536 
Before 26 February 1549 
Pole- De Amicis, n.p. 
Citation: Ramacci, p. 108, from Consigli del Comune, 2, fo. 175 (destroyed). 

Authorization to swear to Bagnoregio's statutes. 

537 
Bef. 5 April 1549 
Pole - Pietro Carnesecchi, [Rome] 
Missing; known from Alessandro Farnese - Michele Della Torre, Rome, 5 April 1549. NB, 
11,p.271. 

538 
6 April1549 
Pole- earl of Warwick, 54 [Rome] 
MS: PRO, SP 10/6, no. 32. 
Printed: Patrick Fraser Tytler, England under the reigns of Edward VI. and Mary, 2 vols 
(London: Richard Bentley, 1839), 1, pp. 165-6. 
Calendar: CSPDom, p. 14; CSpDom rev., no. 208. 

Unless this letter is misdated April for May, the mission Pole proposed was 
aborted. At some point Pole meant to make use in an approach to England of 
his old Lenten preacher, Nicohis Bobadilla, recently expelled from the 
Empire. 55 

An early phase of this correspondence must be lost. In October 1548 John 
Yonge, perhaps the later well-known Catholic controversialist, 56 acting as 
Somerset's intermediary, wrote Michael Throckmorton, who represented Pole, 
that Somerset would receive letters from Pole if he sent them as a private 

53 Prob. Rome, since Pole's absence from consistory is explicitly recorded only on 10 May 
(ASV, Archivio concistoriale, Acta camerarii, 8, fo. 131 v), but attendance was very poorly 
noted for much of the year. 
54 John Dudley. 
55 Juan de Polanco, Vita Ignatii Loiolae et rerum Societatis Jesu historia, 1 (Madrid: Jesuit 
Press, 1894), MHSI, 1, pp. 360-493. My thanks toT. M. McCoog for this information. 
56 DNB. Either he or Sir John Cheke translated into Latin Thomas Cranmer's defense against 
Stephen Gardiner in 1553. Diarmaid MacCulloch, Thomas Cranmer. A life (New Haven and 
London: Yale University Press, 1996), p. 535. 
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person. 57 In the next no. Pole noted that his first letters had been refused, 
although there had been at least two messengers from England. Nevertheless, 
passports were issued for Throckmorton and Hilliard on 15 February. 58 

Perhaps they used them to deliver this letter, to which Warwick apparently did 
not reply. 59 If so, they moved fast, since Hilliard was entrusted with another 
mission on 6 May. 60 Protector Somerset was similarly speedy, replying within 
the space of not much more than two weeks to the letter and instructions 
Hilliard carried on his second mission. 61 Despite these complexities, or 
perhaps because of the fact that they suggest reasonably intense interest on 
both sides, together with Yonge's role, this opportunity for rapprochement 
may be more significant than historians have thought. 

Sending two messengers to Protector, with all that love of country has made 
me think. 62 Write you to use your authority in council to get attention for my 
ideas. See my writings. I offer 'pacifica!' mind; do not reject it. 

539 
6 April1549 
Copia della lettera al padre confessore ['Copy of the letter to father 
confessor'], 63 Rome 
MS: BA V, Vat. lat. 5967, fos 292r-293r, minute. 
Printed: ERP, 4:24. 

Glad to hear of the emperor's upbraiding of the English ambassador. 64 

Knowing your attitude to religion from our time together at the council and 
that you are now the emperor's confessor makes me sure that you have not 
failed to exhort him, and would not mind my advice. First, thank him 
earnestly for me. Should be results from his condemnation of 'this impious 
decree about the sacrament of the altar' .65 It could prevent the English from 

57 C. S. Knighton, ed., Calendar of state papers domestic series of the reign of Edward VI 
revised (London: HMSO, 1992), pp. 66-7. 
58 Calendar of patent rolls . .. Edward VI, 2 (London: HMSO, 1924), p. 225. 
59 No. 550 bel. 
60 

61 

No. 545 bel. Beccadelli noted one or the other of these assignments. Beccadelli, p. 330. 
Nos 548 and 549 bel. 

62 For their identity, see the next no. 
"

3 Of the emperor, Domingo deSoto, ace. Gutierrez, Espafioles en Trento, p. 325 and note, 
from 12 August 1548 (CT, 1, p. 460) to January 1550. 
64 Sir Philip Hoby. Gary M. Bell, A hand list of British diplomatic representatives 1509-
1688, vol. 16, Royal Historical Society guides and handbooks (London: Royal Historical 
Society, 1990), p. 52. Charles had scolded him harshly over English seizure of imperial ships 
and innovations in religion. CSPSp, 9, pp. 328-9. 
65 Apparently a reference to the Prayer Book, officially adopted in January 1549 and on sale 
by March. Christopher Haigh, English reformations. Religion, politics and society under the 
Tudors (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1993), p. 173. 
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doing away with the sacrament. I have tried to consult them, but my letters 
have been refused. Messengers66 were sent again recently, but because the evil 
so deeply rooted and they so audacious, I doubt anything can be accomplished. 
But I took heart as soon as heard of the emperor's reproval and now think the 
time right to heal them. Sending two of my familiars67 immediately, and they 
are to report to you when they pass through there. 68 

540 
10 April 1549 
Pole - Del Monte, Rome 
MSS: BAY, Vat. lat. 6754, fo. 28r-v; BL, Add. 41577, fo. 28v; BNM, Ita!. X 24 (6527), fo. 
2v. 
Calendar: CSPV, 5, no. 537. 

Cf. no. 543 bel. 
The year date of 1548 in Vat. lat. 6754 must be a mistake, since Gregorio 
Cortese died in September 1548 and Cardinal Uberto Gambara in February 
1549.69 For more about possibly the same case (although Del Monte's nephew 
was simultaneously involved in at least one other) see CT, 1, pp. 805 and 811, 
referring to at least two missing letters to Pole. 

Replying to yours70 about Cortese's inheritance, and referring to the letter we 
three executors have written, 71 have nothing to say except that you mistake my 
great desire to serve you. Do not hesitate to order me 'this being one of the 

66 Unidentified. 
67 Prob. Hilliard and Throckmorton; see last no. 
68 Perhaps Antwerp. Cf. no. 545 bel. 
69 Sergio Pagano, Jl cardinale Uberto Gambara vescovo di Tortona (1489-1549) (Florence: 
Olschki, 1995), p. 87. 
70 Missing. 
71 Missing. The others were Gambara and the archbishop of Sorrento, Bernardino Silvio 
Bandini Piccolomini, Paul III's maestro di camera. Gregorio Cortese, Gregorii Cortesii 
monachi casinatis S. R. E. cardinalis omnia quae hue usque colligi potuerunt, sive ab eo 
scripta, sive ad ilium spectantia. 2 vols (Padua: Giuseppe Comino, 1774), 1, p. 43. For 
Gambara, see Pagano, Gambara who stresses his distance from the spirituali, although 
obviously not from Cortese, together with whom he interceded on behalf of an Anconitan Jew 
in 1548 (ibid., p. 85). I must enter another small reservation, since Gambara joined some of 
the leading spirituali (Morone, Sadoleto and Cortese, along with Cardinal Durante) in 
opposing the nomination of Egidio Foscarari as master of the sacred palace. ASBol, Fondo 
Malvezzi-Campeggi, ser. III, 8/532, Alessandro Marsilio - Folco Lombardo, 2 April 1547. 
He was also close to his fellow Brescian Bartolomeo Stella, choosing him (called Pole's 
majordomo) as one of bis executors (Pagano, Gambara, p. 86, citing Archivio di stato, Roma, 
Notai, segretari e cancellieri della R. C. A., vol. 1445, fo. 37v). Cf. also Pio Paschini, Un 
amico del Cardinale Polo: A/vise Priuli, vol. 2, Lateranum (Rome: Pontificio Seminario 
Romano Maggiore, 1921), p. 66, a letter in which Francesco Della Torre asked in 1541 to be 
recommended to Gambara along with Pole and Priuli. Gambara took a strong interest in Del 
Monte's nephew. Pagano, Gambara, p. 85. 
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greater rewards I could expect from all of my studying to be more ready, and 
fit ... to serve that which I must', and you are at the head of this list. Call on 
me at any hour for yourself or one of yours. In the case of your [suo] 
nephew, 72 my colleagues and I will have regard to his interests as much as we 
can. We had heard nothing of this disagreement before Cortese's death. Pray 
God that messer Gironimo73 recovers as one hopes and that all differences may 
be resolved. 

541 
26 April 1549 
Pole - Gonzaga, Rome 
MSS: BAY, Vat. lat. 6754, fo. 2r-v; BL, Add. 41577, fo. 2r-v; BNM, Ital. X 24 (6527), fos 
4v-5r. 
Printed: Gigliola Fragnito, 'Ercole Gonzaga, Reginald Pole e il monastero di San Benedetto 
Polirone', Benedictina, 37 (1987), pp. 253-71, p. 267. 
Calendar: CSPV, 5, no. 559. 

Have yours this morning of 17 Aprif4 about abbey of San Benedetto and 
election of new abbot to replace the deceased (who was also president of the 
congregation). 75 Either of those you nominate would be fine, and being 
Mantuan should help, without imposing anything on the Congregation. Glad to 
assist, either through the abbot of Naples, 76 expected momentarily, or letters 
straight to chapter, without imposing anything on it. 

542 
?Apri11549 
Pole- cardinal of Ragusa/7 n.p. [Rome] 
MSS: BAY, Vat. lat. 6754, fo. 1av; BL, Add. 41577, fo. I v; BNM, I tal. X 24 (6527), fo. 1r
v. 
Calendar: CSPV, 5, no. 549, ? April 1549. 

72 Giovanni Battista (1518-52); see no. 543 bel. and DB!, 38, pp. 137-8. 
73 Probably the other party to the case, Cortese's nephew Girolamo Bellencini (Opera 
omnia, p. 43) or Belinzone (CT, l, p. 8031.6). 
74 Missing. 
75 Basilio Leone, ace. Gigliola Fragnito, 'Ercole Gonzaga, Reginald Pole e il monastero di 
San Benedetto Polirone', Benedictina, 37 (1987), pp. 253-71, p. 255; cf. P. Puccinelli, 
Chronologia praesidum generalium congregationis casinensis (Milan: ?Camagni, 1647), p. 8 
who gives 1548 for his year in office and P. Puccinelli, Nomenclatura omnium abhatum 
congregationis unitatis S. Justinae Patavii, nunc casinensis (Milan: Camagni, 1647), p. 7 for 
his death. 
76 

77 

Unidentified. 
Giovanni Angelo de' Medici, 14 December 1545-1 March 1553. Eubel, pp. 30-1. 
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Have not written you, expecting you to come to Rome immediately after your 
promotion. 78 Since you have not and have written, 79 I hasten to thank and 
congratulate you. The College was unanimous. 

543 
N.d. 
Pole - Del Monte, n. p. 
MSS: BAY, Vat. lat. 6754, fo. 31v; BL, Add. 41577, fos 31v-32v; BNM, Ital. X 24 (6527), 
fo. 23r. 
Calendar: CSPV, 5, no. 536, ?April 1548. 

Aft. no. 540 ab. This and no. 546 bel. may be close in time, judging from 
their placement in 6754. 

Have your last80 saying you like our [the executors'] doings in the case of 
Cortese's commissary. We are sure you will be satisfied with him and us and 
[Bernardino Silvio] Bandini Piccolomini, once you are present and not 
informed by an interested party. You say Giovanni Battista81 blames Bandini 
Piccolomini for sequesteri monitorii, but none made, except the one Giovanni 
Battista got from Auditor of Camera82 preventing property from being moved. 
Bandini Piccolomini wanted Giovanni Battista to have all his property 
according to the inventory. The pope's precept was sent by one of his 
palafrenieri and covered whole household in order to prevent possible troubles 
especially between them and Giovanni Battista and protect him. We approved 
and then so did Bandini Piccolomini. No cause for Giovanni Battista to blame 
us or Bandini Piccolomini for anything. We have all tried hard with the pope 
on his behalf. Bandini Piccolomini has acted in praiseworthy fashion. Our duty 
to clear up this sinistra iriformatione. And we have always had Giovanni 
Battista, your nephew, principally in mind, and his jamiglia [household]. 

544 
6 May 154983 

Pole- Protector and council, [Civitella San Paolo] 
MSS: BAY, Vat. lat. 5967, fo. 316r-v, drati with auto. corrs and others in Binardi's ('I) hand, 
headed al Consilio d'fnghilterra; ASAS, 40/70 (Bonelli, no. 89); ASV, Misc. Arm. II 19, fos 
422r-424v, contemporary copy. 
Printed: incompletely in ERP, 4:23. 

78 4 April 1549; Eubel, p. 30. 
79 Missing. 
80 Missing. 
81 Del Monte's nephew; see no. 540 ab. 
' 2 G. B. Cicada, ace. Bruno Katterhach, Referendarii utriusque signaturae a Martino V ad 
Clementem IX et praelati signaturae supplicationum a Martino V ad Leonem XIII, vol. 55, 
Studi e Testi (Vatican City: Bihlioteca i\postolica Vaticana, 1931), p. 97, drawing on ASV, 
Schedario Garampi, 290. 
83 For the date. see no. 549 hel. 
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In: Et si cum mihi nunciatum esset de morte Regis, nee quibus regni gubernacula traderentur. 
Ex: quae ipsis et universo regno sunt maxime salutaria, et divina M.ti grata ea enim demum 
sunt sola salutaria. Valete lll'mi Domini. 
The Protector's reply is no. 549 bel. 

After confirmation of new government following on Henry VIII's death. Did 
not delay given grave danger once I knew new regime confirmed. Will forget 
my private injuries from Henry because I cannot forget my love for country 
and cannot stand what you are doing in council. Have always put public above 
private, especially when public in such obvious danger. I thank divine 
providence qui me hoc tempore ministrum summa pontifice dedit ['who has 
made me minister {servant} to the supreme pontiff now']. To sum up: [the 
pope] parris animum erga vas gerit ['bears a father's attitude to you'], and has 
tried to remove all the dangers facing you. This allows me to deal with 
external princes to try to protect you. Bearer84 also a lover of country. 

545 
6 May 1549 
Instructions [to Hilliard] for mission to Protector and council85 

MS: ASV, Misc. Arm. II 19, fos 426r-442v. 

Head for Antwerp to pick up safe-conduct, of which we have been sent copy. 86 

Then to Calais to get letters patent from lieutenant. 87 Cannot vary from 
prescribed route. Show Protector every sign of my love. Read him my letters. 
First reason I send you: love. Dangers. Whole realm, and Protector privately 
in danger even more so. Realm first: boy king. Many examples from ancient 
history, but also recent and domestic. Henry VI, or after Edward IV. You 
have examples of danger from your own brother's88 behavior. What about 
external friends? All those surrounding you could easily be offended, above all 
Charles V, then Henry II. War with Scotland. But bigger danger from 
dissension between bishops and other clergy. Then remedies. Peace with God. 
End dissension. Hard to do in England, since have rejected usual ecclesiastical 
remedy of referring controversy to pope. Nothing harder now than to resolve 
religious controversies. So they should have disputation in 'the supreme 
council of the kingdom between' learned men; majority wins. Also prayers of 
pious. Learned in scripture. Truth will out. Wherever two or three [gather] in 
my name, Christ guaranteed His presence. 89 Only way out. But must do in 
animi aequitas ['equity of spirit']. Must have mediator of colloquy whom both 

84 

85 

86 

87 

RB 

89 

Hilliard; see no. 546 bel. 
No. 555 bel. confirms that this instruction belongs with the last no. 
Missing. 
Prob. meaning the deputy, George, Lord Cobham; ex inform. David Grummitt. 
Thomas Seymour. 
Matt. 18.20. 
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sides will accept. Who better or more just than I, who was born and educated 
there? My attachment to Romanam Ecclesiam should give no cause for 
suspicion. Cannot detract from love of country. Do not worry about past 
injuries; I have always been concerned with country's utility. More about my 
love. So I have all the requisites to moderate colloquy. If some of them want 
to take part, fine. Should meet on frontiers of France or Flanders, even though 
inconvenient to us. All censures, etc., will be suspended. Danger to king: 
delegitimate by controversy. Needs prudentissimi consiliarii advice. Title not 
impugned by private persons, but by universa Ecclesia. Schismatics 
automatically deprived. Lots of examples. This should be first thing on 
Protector's mind. Much easier for Church to go after them than before 
Henry's death. My equity and love. Let us hope they accept proposal for 
colloquy. Stress my love. 

546 
6 May or perhaps 6 April 154990 

Pole- Michele Della Torre/1 n.p. 
MSS: BAY, Vat. lat. 6754, fo. 3lv; BL, Add. 41577, fo. 31v; BNM, Ita!. X 24 (6527), fo. 
23r. 
Calendar: CSPV, 5, no. 560, ?6 May 1549. 

Dr Eliardo [Hilliard], penitentiary, bearer. His cause is God's, so you should 
help. I also recommend Captain Griffith92 in case he has to stay or return to 
France intending to serve French king. 

547 
14 May 1549 
Pole - bishop of Sorrento/3 Civitella [San Paolo] 
MSS: BAY, Vat. lat. 6754, fo. 2v; BL, Add. 41577, fo. 2v; BNM, Ita!. X 24 (6527), fo. 5r. 
Calendar: CSPV, 5, no. 561. 

Letter of thanks. 94 Recommend me to 'common master and lord of the 
universe' .95 

548 
30 May 1549 
Pole- Farnese, Civitella [San Paolo] 
MS: ASP:RP, no. 15; cf. Parks, 'Parma letters', p. 306. 

90 See ab. nos 539 and 545. 
91 Nuncio in France. 
92 Alias Robert Brancetor. 
93 Bernardino Silvio Bandini Piccolomini. See no. 540 ab. and note. 
94 Prob. for actions in Cortese inheritance. 
95 I.e. , the pope. 


