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Fundamental British Values

This book seeks to investigate how the pedagogic space of schools and classrooms has
been defined by the UK government’s counterterrorism ‘Prevent’ strategy, most notably
through the requirement on teachers not to undermine ‘fundamental British values’ as
part of theTeachers’ Professional Standards. The term‘fundamental British values'migrated
from Prevent to the statutory framework that regulates teacher professionalism and has
effectively securitized education practice. The Prevent strategy was conceived in response
to the 7/7 bombings in London by so-called ‘home-grown’ Muslim terrorists. The need for
teachers to promote British values is an attempt to forge a cohesive British identity among
young citizens within a multiracial, multicultural and multilingual society. However, as the
chapters in this book illustrate, the state project to harness education to engender
belonging - or as some would argue, civic nationalism — while simultaneously undertak-
ing surveillance of children and young people from the Muslim community for signs of
radicalization, has led to the perception of a hierarchy of citizens or, conversely, ‘insider—
outsider’ citizens.

The imperative to promote, and not undermine, fundamental British values has, in
some instances, transformed the safe space of the classroom where children and young
people’s right to explore their perceptions of current affairs, citizenship and belonging has
been curtailed for fear of surveillance by teachers who may interpret their utterances as
either undermining British values or to be signs of radicalization. This book explores these
dilemmas for teachers and the implications for their professionalism, and examines how
racist nativism has pervaded society, educational policy and practice through the promo-
tion of a Britishness perceived by many as a raced, classed and exclusionary discourse. This
book was originally published as a special issue of the Journal of Education for Teaching.

Vini Lander is Professor in Education and Head of Research in the Faculty of Education at
Edge Hill University, UK. Her passion for teaching about race equality arose from her child-
hood experiences as an immigrant to Britain. As a teacher and teacher educator, she is
committed to improving professional understanding of race and racism in education. The
persistence of race inequality has been the driving force behind her commitment to edu-
cate teachers to think beyond the status quo that may perpetuate these inequalities. Her
dedication to promoting race equality and her long-held belief that teachers can make a
difference underpin her teaching and research.



Taylor & Francis
Taylor & Francis Group

http://taylorandfrancis.com


http://taylorandfrancis.com

Fundamental British Values

Edited by
Vini Lander

=

(=]

£ ¥} Routledge
E Taylor & Francis Group
LONDON AND NEW YORK



First published 2018 by Routledge

2 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxfordshire OX14 4RN
52 Vanderbilt Avenue, New York, NY 10017

Routledge is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group, an informa business

First issued in paperback 2019

Copyright © 2018 Taylor & Francis

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or reproduced or
utilised in any form or by any electronic, mechanical, or other means, now

known or hereafter invented, including photocopying and recording, or in
any information storage or retrieval system, without permission in writing

from the publishers.

Notice:

Product or corporate names may be trademarks or registered trademarks,
and are used only for identification and explanation without intent to
infringe.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN 13: 978-1-138-09624-0 (hbk)
ISBN 13:978-0-367-23128-6 (pbk)

Typeset in Myriad Pro
by diacriTech, Chennai

Publisher’s Note

The publisher accepts responsibility for any inconsistencies that may have arisen
during the conversion of this book from journal articles to book chapters, namely
the possible inclusion of journal terminology.

Disclaimer

Every effort has been made to contact copyright holders for their permission to
reprint material in this book. The publishers would be grateful to hear from any
copyright holder who is not here acknowledged and will undertake to rectify any
errors or omissions in future editions of this book.



Contents

Citation Information vii
Notes on Contributors ix

Preface: Securitisation and Values

Peter Gilroy Xi
Introduction to Fundamental British Values 1
Vini Lander

1 ‘Why all of a sudden do we need to teach fundamental British values?’
A critical investigation of religious education student teacher

positioning within a policy discourse of discipline and control 7
Francis Farrell

2 Britishness as racist nativism: a case of the unnamed ‘other’ 25
Heather Jane Smith

3 I'd worry about how to teach it": British values in English classrooms 41
Uvanney Maylor

4 Towards an overlapping consensus: Muslim teachers’ views on
fundamental British values 56
Farid Panjwani

5 Calibrating fundamental British values: how head teachers are
approaching appraisal in the light of the Teachers’ Standards 2012,
Prevent and the Counter-Terrorism and Security Act, 2015 68
Lynn Revell and Hazel Bryan

6 A place for fundamental (British) values in teacher education

in Northern Ireland? 81
Alan McCully and Linda Clarke

Index 97



Taylor & Francis
Taylor & Francis Group

http://taylorandfrancis.com


http://taylorandfrancis.com

Citation Information

The chapters in this book were originally published in the Journal of Education for Teaching,
volume 42, issue 3 (July 2016). When citing this material, please use the original page
numbering for each article, as follows:

Introduction
Introduction to Fundamental British Values
Vini Lander
Journal of Education for Teaching, volume 42, issue 3 (July 2016) pp. 274-279

Chapter 1
‘Why all of a sudden do we need to teach fundamental British values? A critical investigation
of religious education student teacher positioning within a policy discourse of discipline
and control
Francis Farrell
Journal of Education for Teaching, volume 42, issue 3 (July 2016) pp. 280-297

Chapter 2
Britishness as racist nativism: a case of the unnamed ‘other’
Heather Jane Smith
Journal of Education for Teaching, volume 42, issue 3 (July 2016) pp. 298-313

Chapter 3
‘I'd worry about how to teach it”: British values in English classrooms
Uvanney Maylor
Journal of Education for Teaching, volume 42, issue 3 (July 2016) pp. 314-328

Chapter 4
Towards an overlapping consensus: Muslim teachers’ views on fundamental British values
Farid Panjwani
Journal of Education for Teaching, volume 42, issue 3 (July 2016) pp. 329-340

Vil



CITATION INFORMATION

Chapter 5
Calibrating fundamental British values: how head teachers are approaching appraisal in
the light of the Teachers’ Standards 2012, Prevent and the Counter-Terrorism and Security
Act, 2015
Lynn Revell and Hazel Bryan
Journal of Education for Teaching, volume 42, issue 3 (July 2016) pp. 341-353

Chapter 6
A place for fundamental (British) values in teacher education in Northern Ireland?
Alan McCully and Linda Clarke
Journal of Education for Teaching, volume 42, issue 3 (July 2016) pp. 354-368

For any permission-related enquiries please visit:
http://www.tandfonline.com/page/help/permissions

viii


http://www.tandfonline.com

Notes on Contributors

Hazel Bryan is Professor in Education at the School of Education, University of
Gloucestershire, UK.

Linda Clarke is Professor of Education at the School of Education, Ulster University, UK.

Francis Farrell is the Post Graduate Certificate in Education (PGCE) Religious Education
Course Leader at the Faculty of Education, Edge Hill University, UK.

Peter Gilroy is Editor of Journal of Education for Teaching.

Vini Lander is Professor in Education and Head of Research in the Faculty of Education at
Edge Hill University, UK.

Uvanney Maylor is Director of the Institute for Research in Education, University of
Bedfordshire, UK.

Alan McCully is Senior Lecturer in Education (History and Citizenship) at the School of
Education, Ulster University, UK.

Farid Panjwani is Senior Lecturer and Director of the Centre for Research and Evaluation
in Muslim Education, UCL Institute of Education, University College London, UK.

Lynn Revell is Faculty Director of the Professional Doctorate at the Faculty of Education,
Canterbury Christ Church University, UK.

Heather Jane Smith is Senior Lecturer at the Education Section, Newcastle University, UK.



Taylor & Francis
Taylor & Francis Group

http://taylorandfrancis.com


http://taylorandfrancis.com

Preface

Securitisation and Values
Peter Gilroy

Australian values are being unhelpfully positioned in fixed and static terms, rather than as
shared and unforced values, thereby privileging certain standpoints to the exclusion of
others.

(Peterson and Bentley 2016, p. 249)

For some years now the issue of values, often intertwined with questions about citizenship
(see Hayward and Jerome 2010), has become the focus of public debate, spurred on by
what has come to be seen as a threat to what is termed ‘the British way of life’ (see Tebbit
2016). Thus, the publication of the Teachers’ Standards in 2012 (DfE 2012) could be seen as
an important first step in the government attempting to formalise the teaching of British
values. Much of this document consists of statements that are so breathtakingly obvious
that they hardly seem worth stating, such as that teachers should ‘plan and teach well
structured lessons, as if teachers would set out to do otherwise.

However, a little later in the document we are told something more controversial,
namely that teachers should ‘uphold public trust in the profession by ... not undermining
fundamental British values, including democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and
mutual respect, and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. There are two rea-
sons why this at first innocuous statement can be seen as controversial. The first is that the
statement was taken from the 2011 Prevent Strategy (see in particular HMG 2011, p. 44,
para. 8.7), whose first objective is identified as ‘challenging the ideology that supports ter-
rorism and those who promote it’ as part of ‘our counter-terrorism strategy’ (ibid.). As a
result this makes it clear that teachers who are now required to promote ‘fundamental
British values’ (DfE 2014) find themselves, whether they realise it or not, a key element of
the government’s anti-terrorist strategy.

The second is that in attempting to define fundamental British values’ by reference to
examples such as ‘democracy, the rule of law; liberty, respect and tolerance seems to be
assuming that those exemplars are somehow unique to Britain when in fact it seems clear
that they are not. Attempting to argue by listing examples is a flawed exercise, if only
because those examples can easily be applied to many other social contexts. Moreover, all
but one of the examples (the rule of law) are concepts that are candidates for Gallie's cat-
egory of essentially contested concepts (Gallie 1956). Indeed one of them, democracy, is
an example Gallie used himself to make the point that there are certain concepts whose
very nature is such that agreement about their meaning cannot easily be made. In fact
such agreement becomes even more difficult in a multicultural society such as Britain’s if
only because it is the cultural expression of such contentious concepts that gives them
whatever meaning they might arguably possess.
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