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Colloquial Gujarati: The Complete Course for Beginners has been care-
fully developed by an experienced teacher to provide a step-by-step
course to Gujarati as it is written and spoken today.

Combining a clear, practical and accessible style with a methodical
and thorough treatment of the language, it equips learners with the
essential skills needed to communicate confidently and effectively
in Gujarati in a broad range of situations. No prior knowledge of the
language is required.

Colloquial Gujarati is exceptional; each unit presents a wealth of
grammatical points that are reinforced with a wide range of exercises
for regular practice. A full answer key, a grammar summary, bilingual
glossaries and English translations of dialogues can be found at the
back as well as useful vocabulary lists throughout.

Key features include:

e A clear, user-friendly format designed to help learners progressively
build up their speaking, listening, reading and writing skills

e Jargon-free, succinct and clearly structured explanations of grammar

e An extensive range of focused and dynamic supportive exercises

¢ Realistic and entertaining dialogues covering a broad variety of
narrative situations

e Helpful cultural points

¢ An overview of the sounds of Guijarati

Balanced, comprehensive and rewarding, Colloquial Gujarati is an indis-
pensable resource both for independent learners and students taking
courses in Gujarati.

Audio material to accompany the course is available to download
free in MP3 format from www.routledge.com/cw/colloquials. Recorded
by native speakers, the audio material features the dialogues and texts
from the book and will help develop your listening and pronunciation
skills.
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Preface

We are delighted to present our readers with this revised edition
of Colloquial Gujarati, first published in 1995. That original edition,
followed by three reprints, was used widely by both teachers and
students. The Language Centre at the School of Oriental and African
Studies (SOAS), University of London, adopted Colloquial Gujarati as
its textbook. This current edition incorporates improvements which
we trust will make study both easier and more enjoyable.

Gujarati is spoken by some 50 million people in the State of Gujarat
and a further estimated 20 million around the world, mostly in the
United Kingdom and the United States.

Gujarati belongs to the Indo-Aryan group of languages — a subgroup
of the Indo-European family. Modern Gujarati, along with Rajasthani
and Braj (Western Hindi), has its source in Shaureseni Apabhramsha,
which fell into disuse around the twelfth century. The language com-
prises four principal dialects — Pattani, Surati, Charotari and Kathiawadi
— of which the standard written form (used in education, the media
and literature) is by far the most common. The script is derived from
Devnagari (the name of the Sanskrit script; many of the Indian scripts
are derived from Devnagari).

Some sounds in Gujarati have no equivalent in English. The inform-
ation contained in this book will demonstrate how to closely simulate
those sounds, but at best they are an approximation. It is only by
listening to the spoken language that correct pronunciation can be
achieved. Radio, television, video and films offer an excellent way of
achieving this end, and two audio-discs are available with this book.
One of the best solutions to this difficulty is to spend time with native
Guijarati speakers whenever possible.

The course assumes no prior knowledge of Gujarati and is designed
to lead the student to a good working knowledge of the written and
spoken language. It is divided into 15 lesson units, covering grammar
and colloquial quirks of the language, with dialogues, exercises and
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related vocabulary. All lessons are presented in Gujarati with English
translation and transliteration. A new alphabet chart in large letters is
provided in this edition along with a list of Gujarati websites and a
list of books for further reading and information. Also included is a
2,000-word Guijarati-English/English-Gujarati glossary, and a thematic
glossary.
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Abbreviations

a(v) adjective variable
a (inv) adjective invariable
aadv adverb

conj conjunction

f feminine noun
inf infinitive

m masculine noun
n neuter noun

prep  preposition

pron pronoun

vi verb intransitive

vi, t verb intransitive and transitive
vt verb transitive



Gujarati alphabet chart

m Vowels (audio 1:2)
\ A
AU oAU Y F 6 G A A M A
T .

a a [ u a ai o au am

(1) Consonants (audio 1:3-8)

\ A
) W A o
k kh g gh
A (S % )
ch chh | jh
e 6 s 3 u
t th da dh n
d | € 3 al
t th d dh n
u $ ol *H H
p ph b bh m
| ? A q
y r I %
A M A
sh Sh s
& n
h I
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Vowels chart

Front Central

High i

Mid e a

Low E a
Vowels

Letter Pronounced as

a up
a arm
! } it
i
u

ut
a } P

Back

o

Letter

e
ai
o
au

E
o

Pronounced as

may
pain
go
ounce

cat
box
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Consonant chart

-~ (\E - -~
S| 8/ 8|38
1 s|8/5/8 8
2l dd|o|q| 3|
Voiceless | unaspirated | k t t p
aspirated kh th | th | ph
Stops i i
Voiced unaspirated | g d |d |b
aspirated gh dh | dh | bh
Voiceless | unaspirated ch
aspirated chh
Affricates
Voiced unaspirated i
aspirated jh
Fricatives Voiceless sh S
Voiced z h
Lateral Lol
Flapped/trilled r
Nasal n n |m
Semi-vowel y \%
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XVii

Consonants
Letter Pronounced as
k pickle
kh khaki
g fog
gh like g above, but with an aspirated ‘h’
ch voucher
chh like ch above, but with an aspirated ‘h’
i Jack
jh like j above, but with an aspirated ‘h’
t butter
th like t above, but with an aspirated ‘h’
d aull
dh like d above, but with an aspirated ‘h’
n n with strong aspiration
t as in téte (French)
th third
d de (French)
dh thus
n nut
P upper
ph firm (but following closed lips)
b burn
bh abhor
m mug
y yes
r rush
I luck
v verge
sh shut
support
hush

_ o0

no equivalent
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Script

Many Indian languages are rooted in Sanskrit, from which they derive
words and grammar. Written Gujarati is a modification of the Sanskrit
script (known as Devnagari).

Pronunciation in Gujarati corresponds closely to the written letter
(unlike the many variations in English, e.g. the ‘U’ in ‘but’ and ‘put’).

The simplest and most effective way to learn the Gujarati script is
by dividing it into groups according to letter shapes. We will start with
the first three groups:

Group 1

S da as in dull

8 ka as in pickle

$ pha as in firm

é ha as in hush

S} tha (no equivalent in English; see Introduction)
Group 2

qt ta (no equivalent in English; French téte)

ai na as in nut

H ma as in mug

™ bha as in abhor

Group 3
Y pa as in upper
L sha as in shut
A ya as in yes
Y tha as in third

Practise writing the following words.

kadak daph kaph hath
thak kath hak
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We can now combine letters from groups 1 and 2:

mat nam man kaphan
bham maphat tak kam

And finally from all three groups:

pakad kap pad bhay
math nath thad

Group 4
e ta as in butter

3 dha (no equivalent in English)

Group 5

A la as in luck

o ba as in burn

W kha as in khaki

A va as in verge

0w la (no equivalent in English)
Group 6

R ra as in rush

Rl sa as in support

A sha as in shut

The pronunciation of ™ in group 3 and 2l in this group is the same,
‘sh’, although written differently in different words.
Write the following words and pronounce them loudly:

nat kapat tapak mat
To form additional words we can combine letters from groups 1-5.

oW nakh e lat
As lad Gt lat
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e tal weal batan
Aol van Adcel vatan
eum hal WSOLS badbad
o bal

Now combine letters from all six groups to form more words.

A ras UsR saphar
URA  saras RS baraph
ARy taras aRH naram
dR var RHA ramat

For those sounds that have no equivalent in English, listen to the
audio for the correct pronunciation.

Group 7
€ da (no equivalent in English)
138 gha as in ghost
J1 dha as in thus
€9 chha as in church
13} i as in sit

Write and then pronounce the following words (the letters are all from
groups 1-7).

das dhan chhat ghan iyal
had ghar vadh kai

Group 8

% ja pronounced like Ge in German

There are no other letter shapes similar to % in Gujarati.
Write and then pronounce the following words:

pharaj jad
sapharjan bhaj
jay jash
jam taj

Go to the glossary for the meanings.
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Group 9
al ga
oL na
o} jha
Y cha
¥} a

as in fog

(no equivalent in English)
(no equivalent in English)
as in voucher

as in up

Write and pronounce the following words:

gan pan
jhagad rach
chad gadh
adak ananas
jagat

Group 10
G, &\ u, U as in put

The difference between G and G\ exists in the script only. The pro-
nunciation is the same.

Now we can combine all the letters from groups 1-10 to make
some new words:

GuR
Gls
Glet
QR
Guls

upar
uth
un
utar
ughad

Glus Gichak
BGlus ukhad
Gl uchhal
Gl ujav

Guijarati vowels are shown by the addition of signs above, below,
before or after the consonants. The ten Gujarati vowel signs are:

el
1

cc ==

N

al

e
ai

o

ou

sign for nasalization
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For example:

5 ka W kha aL ga
5l ka WL kha al ga
sC ki W khi o> gi

sl K Wl  khi ol g

§ ku u khu ol gu
§ ki W khi ol gi
E ke W khe A ge
E kai W khai 3l gai
sl ko Wl kho oAl go

sl kou ull khou all gou
5 kam W kham ol gam

The traditional order of the alphabet used in Gujarati dictionaries
largely follows the Sanskrit alphabet.

Vowels: 3 a3l 8 & G G A 3 = A

Consonants: K W aL 19
A &9 % o))
2 6 S 3 Ql
q A € 9 al
Y $ o & H
A R A A
a ™ ke
e n

Copy the following sentences as neatly as possible:

ARE, WHRL WH.
US01R,01RH HOL 22 ¥H.
sols, GUR ol UB.

UEL, BAN ol USS.

VSHE, UL UR HAH UL
Acll GHL LM 53 B.
alAR 29 fla B.

deoll ect Al AR 53 B.
HRY vl @dl 8.

L HIRL A28 8.
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Conjuncts

The joining of two consonants in Gujarati is achieved in various ways.

1

As previously mentioned, the Guijarati script is derived from the
Devnagari script, in which there are two letters which, although
they appear to be individual, are in fact conjuncts. The Gujarati
script has retained both these letters. They are:

5™ ksha A gna

The first letter, $™, is made up of the two consonants ka and sha. The
second is a combination of ga and na.

2

In English the complete letters are always used even when the
sounds run into one another: for example, the letters n and c in
the words pencil do not change even though together they form
a close-linked sound. In Gujarati, however, the sound created by
their conjunction is reflected in the written word, with the first
letter losing half its shape.

The word pensil (the same in Gujarati as in English) is written Qcﬁt@.
You will see that ol has lost its <l-like shape before joining with .
All those letters which contain this :l shape lose it before joining to
another full letter.

3

Wooal od A @ odou o ouou
@ H A d d A M " o«

The remaining twelve letters of the alphabet are:
58,% 3,2,6,56,09, %38

With the exception of €, ? and &, the letters follow a simple rule:

always write them as close to one another as possible:

AUsSAH akkal

AUl jya
glosAl dajhyo
ale’) vatyi
QA uthyo
OREN udydi
aaal vadhyo

§HY phlu
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4 When 2, 6, S and @ are involved in conjunctions the letter is
repeated, slightly smaller, underneath itself:

223

tattu

ool  atthai
GlssAel  uddayan

8aal

dhaddho

5 €& combines in different ways with different letters:

€E+Ad da+ya = gA e.g. CL[E?AL vidya

E+d da+va = €d e.g. dl€dst vidvan
€E+¢& da+da = £&¢ e.g. Ggel uddam
eE+d da+dha = ¢gH e.g. GeguRr uddhar

The sign < (known as khodo) is written underneath € when it joins
with the remainder of the letters. e.g.

€+90 da+ga = §g€3 eg. Ggedad udgam

€E+du da+gha = ¢€£d eg Ggeulkel udghatan
6 The letter & joins in the following ways:

&+A ha+ya = & eg. s dahyo

&+H ha+ma = &H e.g. GRleHE8l brahman
With all other letters the khodo sign is used.

7 There are at least six ways of joining the half letter:

(@ A ~ sign under the letter represents half 2:

(b)

¢k tra e.g. AMER rashtra
A_sign is added in the following way:

R gra e.g. QRLES grahak
Y pra eg. uUdu pravesh

8 kra e.g. 3?@8 kriket

When the r sounds like ru a _ sign is used under the letter:
u pru e.g. 148{0[1 pruthvi

$ kru e.g. §df\ kruti

When the half ? is used between two consonants, a sign
(known as reph) is written above the following letter:
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wllkale  ashirvad
YU dharm

(e) When R joins with 2 it is written as 2[R:

%L?'l shri
AR shram

(f) Joined with o, it is written d?:

R @QL trikon
qﬂa tris

Some of these conjuncts appear only infrequently, the others you will
come across more often and learn gradually.

Script revision

The purpose of this section is to look back over what we have learned
about the script. The examples given will also contain new gram-
matical constructions which will be explained fully in future chapters.
The main objective is to familiarize yourself with the letter shapes and
vowel signs. Repeated practice of these examples will facilitate
reading in the forthcoming units.

The examples are divided into vowel groups and are introduced in
a graded way. Group A contains only the vowel &, while group B
adds ul. Each new group will include those vowels already studied,
e.g. in addition to the introduction of new vowels group D will also
contain those from groups A, B and C. This system is designed to
help you proceed easily and systematically.

As Indian names are likely to be unfamiliar to some students there
follows a list of all the proper nouns contained in this section:

Magan, Nayan, Akbar, Kanak, Amar, Manhar, Ratan, Lata,
Mahmad, Rama, Raman, Mamta, Ram, Niti, Vijay, Sarita, Nirali,
Ramnik, Punam, Suleman, Anuradha, Bhairavi, Kailas, Kanaiyalal,
Shailesh, Sheela, Saiyad, Chaula, Gauri.

Group A

All sentences in this group are made of words containing the vowel a :
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HOlal, d%el $2. magan vajan kar. Magan, weigh this.

oo, U JIRH HIl %¥H. nayan saras garam mag jam. Nayan,
eat good hot moong (lentils).

US0R, YUY R RH. akbar saras ramat ram. Akbar, play a good
game.

$018, WL UR Rcl HAH Y™. kanak pag par tarat malam ghas.
Kanak, rub the ointment on your leg quickly.

UHR, AU ABL. amar saras bhan. Amar, learn well.

HolgR, 89 W$H AU, manhar chha rakam lakh. Manhar, do (/it.
write) six sums.

Rclal, &L dAL. ratan haran gan. Ratan, count the deer.

Group B

This group has a + a, A + 3, <l

1

WY XL, sl URL %L. aj raja kal pan raja. Today is a holiday,
tomorrow is also a holiday.

Adl, el WS vl lata dal bhat papad kha. Lata, eat dal
(a lentil soup) rice and a papadam.

HEHE, ELSH clld. mahmad dadam lav. Mahmad, bring a
pomegranate.

RHUL, BLS UR US. rama jhad par chad. Rama, climb (on) the tree.
RHBL, GRIHUR slH $R. raman barabar kam kar. Raman, do your
work properly.

HHcl, HIRL l&U UsS. mamta mara hath pakad. Mamta, hold my
hands.

RAH &WL UYL dl. ram haran pachhal gaya. Ram went after
the deer.

Group C

This group has the additional vowels i, & & @ A

1

2

o{ld(Twell 2(8 »uu. niti basni tikit ap. Niti, give (me) the bus
ticket.

Aot(AUR caul 2cU(AR lell £[A™U. shanivar tatha ravivar rajana
divas. Saturday and Sunday are holidays.
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3 al¥a, wula. vijay av. Vijay, come in.

4 URAAL sRuol 2w sarita hisab gan. Sarita, do (it. count) the
accounts.

5 B3 o€l BN &cll. shikari nadi dgal hata. The hunters were
near the river.

6 olRlclloll clAUR AU &dll. niralina vichar sacha hata. Nirali’s
thinking was correct.

7 QHQQS, g0 ot UsS. ramnik iyal na pakad. Ramnik, do not pick
up (catch) the worm.

Group D

Together with the previous vowels this group contains u, a G Gl ; :

1 Yot GURYl Wl clel. punam uparthi khamis lav. Punam, bring
the shirt from upstairs.

2 Yotlell sislell §200 UHIRAUR &cll. punathi kakana kushal samachar
hata. There was news from Poona that uncle was well.

3 YAHel Uslollal ay g ol WU, suleman sakinane vadhu dudh
na ap. Suleman, do not give any more milk to Sakina.

4 AUl gl 55l ot¢l. bhasta kutra karadta nathi. Barking dogs
do not bite.

5 AdRd 12 GUcld AURL. tabiyat mate upvas sara. Fasting is good
for (your) health.

6 §€?rﬂ GUAR $R. kudrati upchar kar. Use natural medicines.

7 ARUL dY ARIH SR, anuradha vadhu aram kar. Anuradha,
rest (some) more.

Group E

The vowels e ai A A 2 2 are added:

1 @Rl 331 A D. bhairvi keri le chhe. Bhairavi takes a mango.

2 3™ dRuR 83 9. kailas vichar kare chhe. Kailas is thinking.

3 de dacllal eal wa 8. vaid vaishaline dava ape chhe. The
doctor is giving medicine to Vaishali.

4 dRUE B WA2A 32cls o Ul LA, varsad chhe etle ketlak na
pan ave. As it is raining, some (people) may not come.
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salalcdlet YRl cold . kanaiyalal murli vagade chhe. Kanaiyalal
plays the flute.

5A AAY Aol el UNAR(E Q. kale shailesh ane shila amerika
jashe. Shailesh and Sheela will go to America tomorrow.

daea AdABUS otacdsul 2N B. saiyadne aitihasik navalkatha
game chhe. Saiyad likes historical novels.

Group F

This group deals with o, au 3, 2,7, al:

1

ARl 2RO dssl uBl UM 8l 8. bharatno shiyalano
tadko ghano saras hoy chhe. India’s winter sunshine is very nice.
AslAa WA A Al wlslR 2L, rohitne sathe lai chaula bahar
gai. Chaula went out with Rohit.

WU ollsl e w2l Y2l pop nauka joi khush thaya. The Pope
was delighted to see the ship.

WHR A2AYl usl a0, amar otlethi padi gayo. Amar fell from
the verandah.

SIA HIRL H2lelld all2AoRiell Yl wlal %9l kale mara motabhai
naygarano dhodh jova jashe. My elder brother will go to see the
Niagara Falls tomorrow.

Al o€l Wl A D? nail nadi sauthi moti chhe? Is the Nile
the biggest river?

olldl U ofldl dual 8. gauri saras gito gay chhe. Gauri sings
beautiful songs.

Group G

Nasalization, indicated in the English transliteration by the sign Tis
shown in the Gujarati script by * above the relevant letter:

1

AL ot 59N o AR US %, chinta na karsho badhii sarii
thashe. Do not worry, everything will be all right.

& YRHL o ol A olousll e 2. hii gharma gayo ne mE
gagano sadesho joyo. | went inside the house and saw Gaga’s
message.



Gujarati alohabet and script XXiX

3 8Md AW oNd(E. himmat rakh govind. Be brave (it. take
courage), Govind.

4 Ho1OAR oY Hol % U3 mangalvare badhii mangalaj thashe.
Everything will be auspicious on Tuesday.

5 AR Aois vl 8l B. ravivare bEk bandh hoy chhe. The bank
is closed on Sundays.

6 ollel @53 Glell o2l. nania chhokrii Gighi gayii. The young child
fell asleep.

7 W&l HIRL elElHlell 52\ B. ahi mara dadimano photo chhe. Here
is the photo of my grandmother.

Group H

This group gives some of the Gujarati conjuncts:

IRV ELEL T el Hoddlol 8. akshargnan sauthi mahatvanii chhe.
Literacy is very important.

2 olsIg™RL AL Aol HSRAY 5. jodaksharo chokkha lakh-
vano abhyas karo. Practise writing the conjuncts clearly.

3 clg 2ciElsl olold B. vakya shabdonii banelii chhe. A sentence
is composed of words.

4 YA Ul qalwell yuH udl 33 . svaro ane vyanjano
pratham shikhva jaruri chhe. It is essential initially to learn the
vowels and consonants.

5 opRActoll (AU 1R Al eunt oAl gujratni asmita mate
gujrati bhasha shikho. Learn Gujarati to understand the identity
of Guijarat.

6 SAURCGUA SUSIA U O ishvarlal ichchhaben sathe gaya.
Ishvarlal went with Ichhaben.

7 534 5 s0e{l w2 ot AV karma karo phalni asha na rakho.
Work without hope of reward (saying from the Gita: /it. Do your
work, do not hope for the fruits).



Map of Gujarat

GUJARAT

AHMEDABAD
L]

RAJKOT

. .
JAMNAGAR
BHAVNAGAR

JUNAGADH
L]

PORBANDAR \&




Unit One
54 91? kem chho?

How are you?

Al &R M2l Gitane gher
ramesh

Ramesh at Gita’s home

In this unit you will learn about:

The use of simple greetings

The use of personal pronouns (I, you, he/she/it)
Formation of simple present tense (I am, we are, etc.)
The use of the honorific plural

The use of the case suffix ma (in)

s ©91? kem chho? How are you? (Audio 1:11)

Two friends, Ramesh Patel and Gita Shah, meet on the road and
exchange greetings

AL
Al
AL
ol

aHY A, Acldlet FH 91?2

olHYA, RNACY, HXHL &, AR 3H 812
U, sl 631 wg U 8.

8L, dolRct st

ON



Unit 1. kem chho?/Gitane gher ramesh

19l
el

RAMESH
GITA
RAMESH
GITA
RAMESH
GITA

RAMESH
GITA
RAMESH
GITA
RAMESH
GITA

A UL Sna%], UA AR AL,
vl

namaste gitaben, kem chho?

namaste rameshbhai, majama chhi. tame kem chho?
majama. ajkal thandi bahu pade chhe.

ha. tabiyat jalavjo.

tame pan jalavjo. chalo tyare. avjo.

avjo.

Hello Gitaben, how are you?

Hello Rameshbhai. I’'m OK. How are you?
Fine. It’s cold these days.

Yes. Please take care.

You too. OK. Goodbye.

Goodbye.




