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About this book

Colloquial Spanish can be used by adult learners working with or with-
out a teacher.

Each lesson begins with a list of things that you should be able to
understand and use by the time you finish the lesson. This is followed
by a ‘Dialogue’ with a short introduction in English. In the first fiv
lessons you will find a list of new words you will have come across
in the dialogue, followed by a full translation. However, from Lesson
6 onwards, the translation is not provided. By this stage you should
be trying to understand the meaning of unfamiliar language from the
context, by listening or reading for clues. Don’t worry if you can’t under-
stand much to start with; you will build up a feeling for the language
as you progress.

The ‘Dialogues’ are followed by ‘Language points’ where you will
find explanations of many of the functional and grammatical points
that you have come across in the dialogue. However, don’t expect
to find everything explained. Some items will be explained in later
lessons. You will find a number of examples that will clarify each lan-
guage point covered.

The ‘Language points’ section is followed by ‘Spanish culture’, a
short section in English which looks at different aspects of Spanish
life, from types of hotels to how to rent a car. This is followed by ‘Lan-
guage in use’, a selection of exercises that focus your attention on
the items introduced in ‘Language points’. When in doubt, look back
at the ‘Language points’ section. The second part of the lesson follows
the same pattern with the inclusion of a short pronunciation section.

After ‘Language in use’, you will find one or two exercises under
‘Vocabulary building’. In this section you will learn new words and
expressions either by their association with material you have already
learned, or through their similarities to their English counterparts.

Each lesson ends with a ‘Reading’ section in which you are asked
to answer some questions after reading a passage or dialogue. You
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viii About this book

will find words that you do not know. Don’t worry! Try to see if you
can guess the meaning of the words from the context. Often you will
find that you do not need to know the precise meaning of each word
in order to understand the main points.

If you’re really serious about learning Spanish, you should use the
recordings that accompany this book. This will make the task of pro-
nouncing and understanding Spanish a great deal easier. Although
the pronunciation of Spanish does not usually create too many prob-
lems for English speakers (with the exception of the rolled r), there
are one or two things that you should know before you start.

Letter name pronunciation Spanish English
example equivalent

a a /a/ la hat
b be /b/ boca boy
b be /β/ labio boat
c ce /θ/ /k/ cero, casa thing, case
ch che /�/ coche much
d de /d/ /ð/ dedo, miedo day, this
e e /e/ España bed
f efe /f/ fuego France
g ge /g/ /x/ gato, gente goat, loch
h hache – hola never pronounced
i i /i/ Italia fit
j jota /x/ jamón loch
k ka /k/ kilo kilometre
l ele /l/ luna last
ll elle /ʎ/ Sevilla million, yes
m eme /m/ Madrid mean
n ene /n/ no night
ñ eñe /�/ España onion
o o /o/ oso holiday
p pe /p/ pollo pen
q cu /k/ queso cat
r ere, erre /r/ /rr/ caro, guitarra no equivalent
s ese /s/ sí six
t te /t/ tío tea
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About this book ix

Letter name pronunciation Spanish English
example equivalent

u u /u/ un food
v uve /b/ vaso bet
w uve doble /b/ /w/ water, whisky bat, whisky
x equis /s/ /ks/ extra, taxi sort, taxi
y i griega /j/ yo, soy yes, boy
z zeta /θ/ zapato thing

The vowel sounds in Spanish are short.

Note the following points:

• the vowel u is not pronounced in gue, gui, que and qui
• the letters b and v are pronounced in the same way: vino and

beso
• the letter h is not pronounced: hola
• the letter x is pronounced /s/ in front of a consonant: exterior
• the double r can only go between two vowels: perro
• za, ce, ci, zo, zu are all pronounced with the sound /θ/
• ca, que, qui, co, cu are all pronounced with the sound /k/
• ga, gue, gui, go, gu are all pronounced with the sound /g/
• ja, je, ge, ji, gi, jo, ju are all pronounced with the sound /x/
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Lesson One

Encuentros
Meeting people

Throughout this course you will see that many words in Spanish are
similar to English words. There are others where you will be able to
guess the meaning from the root. To begin with, see if you can match
the following countries to their nationalities:

Countries Nationalities

América argentino/a
Francia inglés/a
Brasil español/a
Méjico francés/a
Inglaterra brasileño/a
Argentina mejicano/a
España americano/a
Australia canadiense
Canada australiano/a

In this lesson we will look at:

• simple introductions, enquiries and greetings/replies
• gender (masculine and feminine)
• personal pronouns
• basic adjective forms and use
• the verbs ser and estar
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2 Lesson 1: Encuentros

Dialogue 1

Laura, a Spanish student, decides to spend some time with a
Spanish family who were recommended by a friend. She goes to
meet the family.

LAURA ¡Hola! Buenos días. Soy Laura.
TERESA ¡Claro! Hola Laura, yo soy Teresa, la hermana de Carmen.

Pero pasa, por favor. ¿Cómo estás? ¿Qué tal el viaje?
LAURA Muy bien, gracias.
TERESA ¿Estás cansada?
LAURA Un poco.

LAURA Hello! Good morning. I’m Laura.
TERESA Of course! Hello Laura, I’m Teresa, Carmen’s sister.

Come in. How are you? How was the journey?
LAURA Very good, thank you.
TERESA Are you tired?
LAURA A little bit.

Vocabulary
hola hello

buenos días good morning

soy (I) am

¡claro! of course! 
(literally ‘clear’)

la the (feminine)

la hermana sister

de of

pero but

pasa come in

por favor please

cómo how

estás (you) are

qué tal what about

el the (masculine)

el viaje journey

muy very

bien well

gracias thanks

cansada/o tired

un poco a little
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Lesson 1: Meeting people 3

Language points

Introductions using ser ‘to be’

You may have noticed from the first dialogue that there is no need
to use the subject pronoun (e.g. I, you, etc.) in Spanish. The ending
of the verb tells the listener who you are referring to.

Soy Laura I am Laura
¿Eres Carmen? Are you Carmen?
Es Juan He is John
¿Cómo estás? How are you?

However, if you want to emphasize about whom, or to whom you are
talking, you should use the full form. That is, use the subject pronoun
(i.e. yo, tú, él, ella, nosotros/as, vosotros/as, ellos/as).

Yo soy la hermana de Carmen I am Carmen’s sister
Tú eres Carmen, ¿no? You are Carmen, aren’t you?
Él es el hermano de María He is María’s brother
Ella es la madre de Carmen She is Carmen’s mother
Nosotros somos los padres de We are Lola’s parents

Lola
Vosotras sois las hermanas de You are Pedro’s sisters, 

Pedro, ¿no? aren’t you?
Ellos son mis amigos They are my friends

Yes/no questions are questions to which the answer could be a 
simple yes or no. Notice that the word order does not change in 
yes/no questions.

¿Eres Carmen? Are you Carmen?
¿Eres la hermana de Carmen? Are you Carmen’s sister?

■ ¿ ?, ¡ ! and ´

In spoken Spanish, the intonation signals a question, as in English.
In written Spanish, an inverted question mark is used at the begin-

ning of a question as well as the usual question mark at the end. In
addition, Spanish uses an inverted exclamation mark at the beginning
of an exclamation as well as the usual exclamation mark at the end.
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4 Lesson 1: Encuentros

¡Qué bonito! How pretty!
¡Qué caro! How expensive!

You will have noticed that certain words like tú and él have accents.
These monosyllabic words (words with one sound) need an accent
in order to distinguish them from other words that have the same
spelling.

Tú eres Carmen, ¿no? You are Carmen, aren’t you?
Tu hermana es Carmen, ¿no? Your sister is Carmen, isn’t she?
Él es Juan He is Juan
El viaje The journey

In addition, words like que have an accent when they are used in
questions and exclamations.

¿Qué tal el viaje? How was the journey?
¡Qué caro! How expensive!

Masculine and feminine

A noun is a word that refers to people, things or abstract qualities
(e.g. house, Carmen, trust). Nouns in Spanish are either masculine 
or feminine, so there are two words for ‘the’, according to whether
the noun is masculine or feminine. The word el is used for sin-
gular masculine nouns, los for plural masculine nouns, la for singular 
feminine nouns, and las for plural feminine nouns. Most words 
ending in o are masculine whilst those ending in a are generally 
feminine.

la hermana the sister el amigo the friend (male)
el hermano the brother la amiga the friend (female)
los hermanos the brothers las amigas the friends (female)

However, as there are some exceptions to the rule, you should learn
new words with their respective articles (el, la, los, las).

la radio the radio el tema the topic
la mano the hand el problema the problem
el viaje the journey la noche the night

los viajes the journeys las noches the nights

CS_4_001.qxd  17/7/09  10:49 AM  Page 4



Lesson 1: Meeting people 5

To be

There are two verbs in Spanish corresponding to the English verb ‘to
be’. You will discover later some of the contexts in which they are
used. For the moment the most important distinction between them
is that the verb ser refers to something which is permanent (like your
name) while the verb estar refers to temporary conditions (like being
tired).

Soy Carlos I am Carlos
Carlos es de Bilbao Carlos is from Bilbao
Ellos son hermanos They are brothers
Estoy cansada I am tired
¿Estás cansado? Are you tired?
Pedro está ocupado Pedro is busy
Nosotras estamos libres We are free
¿Estáis cansadas? Are you (feminine, plural) tired?

Adjectives in Spanish

Adjectives are words that describe a quality (e.g. big, blue, boring).
You saw in the dialogue and in the examples given above that the
adjective cansado/a agrees with the gender (masculine or feminine)
of the noun it refers to.

Está ocupada She is busy (a for feminine)
Está ocupado He is busy (o for masculine)

Note that adjectives ending in ‘e’ do not change according to gender.

Está libre S/he is free
Es inteligente S/he is intelligent

Adjectives not only take the gender of the noun to which they refer
but also take its number

Estáis ocupadas You are busy (as for feminine plural)
Estáis ocupados You are busy (os for masculine plural)
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6 Lesson 1: Encuentros

The informal tú

Tú, meaning ‘you’, is the form of address that would normally be 
used by young people, between friends and in informal situations. 
Later in the book you will learn other more formal ways of address-
ing people.

la tarde afternoon
la noche night
hola hello: can be used at any time of the day

Notice that in Spanish you often use two greetings, hola followed by,
for example, buenos días.

Buenos días good morning (literally ‘good days’)
Buenas tardes good afternoon (used after about 2 p.m.)
Buenas noches good evening, good night

You can use buenas noches to greet someone as well as when you
leave them (used after dusk).

Once you have greeted the person you should ask:

¿Cómo estás? How are you?
¿Qué tal? How are you? (or How are things?) A little more 

informal than ¿cómo estás?

And you may reply to both of them:

Muy bien, gracias I’m fine (very well), thanks

And to enquire about somebody else:

¿Cómo está tu hermana? How is your sister?
Bien, gracias Fine, thanks

We saw ¿qué tal? used on its own to mean ‘how are you?’. You can
use it in the same way to refer to other people and situations:

¿Qué tal tu hermana? How is your sister?
¿Qué tal el viaje? How was the journey?
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Lesson 1: Meeting people 7

Spanish culture

When you are introducing/greeting a person in Spain, although it is
difficult to generalise, the following guidelines may apply:
Amongst friends:
Female to female: two kisses starting from the right
Female to male: two kisses starting from the right
Male to male: a handshake or a hug
Business:
Female to female: it varies, two kisses or a handshake
Female to male: a handshake
Male to male: a handshake
However, if you don’t know what to do, wait to see what the Spanish
person does.

Language in use

Exercise 1

How would these people introduce themselves?
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8 Lesson 1: Encuentros

1 Brian, Max’s brother 4 Teresa, Juan’s sister
2 Stella, Laura’s sister 5 Juan, Teresa’s brother
3 Carmen, Teresa’s sister 6 Claudio, Juan’s brother

Exercise 2

Fill in the gaps with the appropriate form of the article: el or la

1 ______ hermano 2 ______ mano 3 ______ casa 4 ______ tema 
5 ______ viaje 6 ______ noche 7 ______ radio 8 ______amiga 
9 ______ problema 10 ______ libro

Exercise 3

You need some help from your Spanish friend. How would you ask
him if:

1 he is tired/busy/ill/free
2 his brother is tired/busy/free/ill
3 his sister is tired/busy/ill/free

(Note: enfermo/a ill)

Exercise 4

Make the following articles and nouns plural:

Example: el problema
Answer : los problemas

1 el libro 4 el amigo
2 la revista 5 la casa
3 la hermana 6 el viaje

Exercise 5

y and
mi my

Our Spanish friend wants some help. How do you tell her:

1 that you are busy but your sister is free
2 that you are tired but your brother is not busy
3 that you are free but your sister is ill
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Lesson 1: Meeting people 9

4 that your brother is not free and you are ill
5 that you are busy and your sister is tired

Exercise 6

Ask Carmen how these people are:

1 Max
2 her sister, Teresa
3 her brother, Pedro
4 Juan’s brother
5 Laura’s sister

Exercise 7

Use qué tal to ask someone about:

1 the journey
2 the film (la película) he saw
3 the party (la fiest )
4 his sister

Exercise 8

Rewrite Dialogue 1 so that it takes place between Max and Claudio
at night.

TERESA ¡Hola, Andrés! ¡Mira!, ésta es Laura, la amiga inglesa de John.
ANDRÉS Encantado, Laura.
LAURA Mucho gusto.
TERESA Y ésta es mamá.
MADRE Encantada, bienvenida a nuestra casa.
LAURA Muchas gracias.
PEDRO Y yo soy Pedro, el hermano de estas dos.
LAURA Encantada.
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10 Lesson 1: Encuentros

TERESA Hello Andrés. Look, this is Laura, John’s English friend.
ANDRÉS Pleased to meet you, Laura.
LAURA Pleased to meet you.
TERESA And this is (our) mum.
MOTHER Pleased to meet you, welcome to our house.
LAURA Thank you very much.
PEDRO And I am Pedro, the brother of these two.
LAURA Pleased to meet you.

Language points

More on gender of adjectives

español Spanish

We have come across two adjectives (cansado and ocupado) where
the final -o of the masculine form is replaced by -a in the feminine
form. Other adjectives add -a to the masculine form to make the 
feminine:

Vocabulary
¡mira! look!

ésta this (female) 
(pronoun)

la amiga/el friend
amigo

inglés/a English

encantada/o pleased to meet 
you

mucho gusto pleased to meet 
you

mamá mum

bienvenida(o) welcome (it 
takes the gender 
of the person you 
are saying it to)

a to

nuestra/o our (it takes the 
gender of the 
object)

la casa house

estas these (female) 
(adjective)
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Lesson 1: Meeting people 11

Masculine Feminine

argentino argentina but
inglés inglesa
español española

You will have noticed that the masculine form (inglés) has an accent
on the é whilst the feminine form does not. When the masculine form
ends in s or n then the final vowel has an accent.

francés francesa
alemán alemana

Notice that adjectives of nationality do not have capital letters.

Soy inglesa I am English
Es australiano He is Australian

Notice also that the adjective follows the noun it modifies

mi amiga inglesa my English friend
el coche caro the expensive car

■ Introducing people more formally

Éste es mi amigo, Pedro This is my friend, Pedro
Ésta es Carmen, mi hermana This is Carmen, my sister

Pronunciation

The letter ‘h’ is not normally pronounced in Spanish. Practise:

hola hermano hasta hora

Language in use

Exercise 9

Introduce the following people formally:
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12 Lesson 1: Encuentros

1 Juan’s mother
2 Carmen’s brother
3 José’s sister
4 Carmen’s father
5 Sonia’s Spanish friend, Carmen

Exercise 10

Write the appropriate form of the adjective in each of the four
columns.

Masculine/ Masculine/ Feminine/ Feminine/
Singular Plural Singular Plural

contento
libre
cansado
ocupado
enfermo

Exercise 11

Give positive answers to these questions:

1 ¿Estás cansado(a)?
2 ¿Eres inglés/inglesa?
3 ¿Estás ocupado(a)?
4 ¿Eres tú el amigo/la amiga de Carmen?
5 ¿Es John tu hermano?

Exercise 12

Match the pairs to make an appropriate response to each statement
or question on the left:

1 ¿Estás ocupada? (a) Encantado
2 ¿Cómo estás? (b) Sí, es Elena
3 ¿Eres María? (c) Muy bien, gracias
4 Encantada (d) No, soy Teresa
5 ¿Es la amiga de Juan? (e) Muy bien, gracias
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Lesson 1: Meeting people 13

6 Éste es mi hermano (f ) No mucho
7 Bienvenido a mi casa (g) Mucho gusto
8 ¿Qué tal el viaje? (h) Muchas gracias

Exercise 13

A Spanish friend of yours is confused about the nationality of some
celebrities. Tell her whether she is right or wrong, and correct her if
she is wrong.

1 Madonna es inglesa, ¿no?
2 El jugador de tenis Rafael Nadal es chileno, ¿no?
3 El actor Sean Connery es americano, ¿no?
4 Ronaldinho es argentino, ¿no?
5 La película ‘El Piano’ es canadiense, ¿no?
6 El actor Daniel Day Lewis es irlandés, ¿no?

Vocabulary building

Exercise 14

Find out the masculine or feminine form of the following nationalities:

1 francés ______
2 americano ______
3 ______ argentina
4 brasileño ______
5 ______ mejicana
6 canadiense ______
7 irlandés ______
8 ______ escocesa

Exercise 15

Which is the odd word out in each group of four?

inglesa, española, ocupado, enferma
hermano, hermana, papá, vale
oficina, bar, maleta, aeropuerto
cansado, jefe, enfermo, libre
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14 Lesson 1: Encuentros

viaje, aeropuerto, coche, casa
noche, película, día, tarde

Exercise 16

Many words in Spanish are formed by adding different endings to 
the same root. Other words can be made by combining words. The
words below are all similar to words you have learnt in this lesson.
Can you guess their meaning by matching them to an English word
on the right?

1 viajero (a) illness
2 puerto (b) occupy
3 enfermedad (c) travel
4 libertad (d) traveller
5 amistad (e) freedom
6 viajar (f ) friendship
7 ocupar (g) port
8 enfermera (h) nurse

Reading

■ En el aeropuerto

An American friend of María’s brother is coming to Spain to spend
some time with María’s family. María went to meet him at the
airport. While you are reading, try to find out the following:

1 Who is María with?
2 How was Peter’s journey?
3 Where are they going?

MARÍA Disculpa, ¿eres Peter?
PETER Sí, ¿y tú?
MARÍA Soy la hermana de José, y éste es mi amigo Javier.
PETER Encantado.
JAVIER Mucho gusto. Bienvenido a Madrid.
PETER Gracias.
MARÍA ¿Qué tal el viaje?
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Lesson 1: Meeting people 15

PETER Muy bien, gracias.
JAVIER ¿Y la película?
MARÍA Mira, Javier. Peter debe de estar muy cansado. Vamos a

casa. ¿Es ésta tu maleta?
PETER Sí, ésta.
MARÍA Vamos pues a casa.

Vocabulary

disculpa excuse me

la maleta suitcase

vamos pues let’s go, then
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Lesson Two

¿De dónde eres?
Where are you from?

Dialogue 1

MANOLO ¡Hola Carmen! ¿Qué tal?
CARMEN Muy bien. Mira Manolo, ésta es Laura Torres.
MANOLO Encantado.
LAURA Hola Manolo.
MANOLO ¿De dónde eres? No eres española ¿verdad?
LAURA No, soy inglesa, de Londres.
MANOLO Pero tu apellido es español, ¿no?
LAURA Sí, es que mi abuelo es español. Y tú, ¿de dónde eres?
MANOLO De Huelva.

In this lesson we will look at:

• asking questions
• question tags
• the present tense of -ar verbs
• more uses of ser and estar
• negative sentences
• the numbers 1 to 20
• indefinite articles un/una, unos/unas
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Lesson 2: Where are you from? 17

LAURA ¿Huelva? ¿Dónde está?
MANOLO En el sur de España.
LAURA ¡Ah! Por eso el acento.

MANOLO Hello Carmen! How are things?
CARMEN Very good. Look Manolo, this is Laura Torres.
MANOLO Pleased to meet you.
LAURA Hello Manolo.
MANOLO Where are you from? You aren’t Spanish, are you?
LAURA No, I am English, from London.
MANOLO But your surname is Spanish, isn’t it?
LAURA It is; my grandfather is Spanish. And you, where are you

from?
MANOLO From Huelva.
LAURA Huelva? Where is that?
MANOLO In the south of Spain.
LAURA Ah! That’s why you have an accent!

Language points

Asking simple questions using ser and hablar

You saw in the previous chapter that the intonation signals a ques-
tion and that there is no need to change the order of the words.

Es tu hermano, ¿no? He is your brother, isn’t he?
¿Es tu hermano? Is he your brother?
No eres española, ¿verdad? You aren’t Spanish, are you?
¿No eres española? Aren’t you Spanish?

Vocabulary
¿verdad? are you? (literally 

‘truth’)

el apellido surname

el abuelo grandfather

el sur the south

por eso that’s why

el acento accent
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18 Lesson 2: ¿De dónde eres?

Question tags

You will probably have noticed that we use ¿no? and ¿verdad? at the
end of a statement to seek confirmation or denial of the statement
just made.

You use ¿no? after an affirmative statement

Hablas español, ¿no? You speak Spanish, don’t you?
Sí, hablo español y francés Yes, I speak Spanish and French

You use ¿verdad? after a negative statement

No hablas inglés, ¿verdad? You don’t speak English, do you?

Interrogatives

You can also ask a question by using a question-indicating word or
interrogative.

¿Dónde está Huelva? Where is Huelva?
¿Quién es de Madrid? Who is from Madrid?
¿Cuándo hablas español? When do you speak Spanish?
¿Por qué hablas japonés? Why do you speak Japanese?
¿Cómo estás? How are you?
¿Qué lenguas hablas? Which languages do you speak?

Some of these interrogatives can be preceded by a preposition

¿Con quién hablas español? With whom do you speak Spanish?

Asking/saying where people are from using
ser de

Soy de Zaragoza I am from Zaragoza
¿De dónde eres? Where are you from?
Mi abuelo es de Bilbao My grandfather is from Bilbao
Somos de Andalucía We are from Andalusia
¿Sois de aquí? Are you from here?
Mis padres son de Madrid My parents are from Madrid

CS_4_002.qxd  17/7/09  10:48 AM  Page 18



Lesson 2: Where are you from? 19

Notice that the preposition de goes at the beginning of the question
when used together with an interrogative word but after the verb when
it is in the answer.

¿De quién es? Whose is it?
Es de Bea It is Bea’s

Expressing location using estar

We are going to look at another use of the verb estar. Estar is used
for talking about where places or people are, both temporarily and
permanently, e.g. Madrid está en el centro de España.

Estoy en casa I am at home
¿Dónde estás? Where are you?
El hotel está en el centro The hotel is in the centre
Granada está en el sur Granada is in the south of Spain

de España
Estamos en casa We are at home
¿Dónde estáis? Where are you (plural)?
Mis padres están en Londres My parents are in London

Note that the preposition en is used regardless of whether the
prepositions ‘in’ or ‘at’ are used in English.

Forming negative sentences

You will probably have noticed in the dialogue that the negative is
formed by placing no before the verb.

No eres española ¿verdad? You are not Spanish, are you?
Zaragoza no está en el sur Zaragoza is not in the south
Sonia no está en casa Sonia is not at home

This rule applies to all verbs in all the tenses.

No hablo español I do not speak Spanish
No he hablado con Juan I have not spoken to Juan
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20 Lesson 2: ¿De dónde eres?

More on masculine and feminine

We saw in the previous chapter that the word for ‘the’ is el for mas-
culine nouns and la for feminine nouns. These words apply to nouns
referring to a specific person or thing, e.g. la hermana de Juan.
However, when you want to refer to a person or thing, but not to any
specific one, you must use the word un in front of a masculine word
and una in front of a feminine one. The plural of these (unas/unos)
is used to express ‘some’ or ‘a few’.

ASTURIAS

EL PAÍS VASCO (EUSKADI)
CANTABRIA LA RIOJA

CEUTA

MELILLA

ISLAS CANARIAS

ISLAS
BALEARES

NAVARRA
GALICIA

CASTILLA Y LEÓN
ARAGÓN CATALUÑA

CASTILLA-
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Vocabulary
una amiga a female friend

un amigo a male friend

una casa a house

un viaje a journey

unas casas some houses

unos viajes some journeys
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Lesson 2: Where are you from? 21

Spanish culture

Spain is divided into 17 Comunidades Autónomas (autonomous 
communities). Ceuta and Melilla are called Ciudades Autónomas
(autonomous cities). Spanish is the official language, but there are 
in fact four main languages spoken in the peninsula: español or
castellano (Spanish), catalán (Catalan), vasco (Basque), and gallego
(Galician). There are also regional dialects such as aragonés and
andaluz. Accents vary according to the region.

Language in use

Exercise 1

Fill in the following questions with the most appropriate interrogative
(dónde, cuándo, por qué, quién, qué, cómo).

1 ¿______ es tu hermano? ¿Ése?
2 ¿______ está tu madre? ¿Está en casa?
3 ¿______ estudias chino? ¿Por las tardes?
4 ¿______ está tu hermana? ¿Está bien?
5 ¿______ llega el tren?
6 ¿______ estudias? ¿Japonés?

Exercise 2

You are meeting a group of people for the first time. How would you
ask them the following questions?

1 You are not Juan’s brother, are you?
2 You do not speak English, do you?
3 You are Sonia’s sister, aren’t you?
4 You are not from Madrid, are you?
5 You speak English, don’t you?
6 You aren’t Spanish, are you?

CS_4_002.qxd  17/7/09  10:48 AM  Page 21



22 Lesson 2: ¿De dónde eres?

Exercise 3

You have been advised to visit certain places in Spain. You do not
know where they are so you have to ask a Spanish friend. Ask where
the following places are:

1 Toledo 4 Santander
2 Valencia 5 Vitoria
3 Jaén 6 Tarragona

Exercise 4

Mapa de España: look at the map below and say where the places
listed in exercise 3 are.

FRANCIA
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L

MARRUECOS

A Coruña

Santander

Zaragoza Barcelona

Tarragona

Madrid

Valencia

Alicante

Sevilla
Málaga

Vitoria

San Sebastián

Jaén

Toledo

Salamanca

200 km

Exercise 5

Read the following sentences and choose the correct verb.

1 María es/está andaluza
2 Cádiz es/está en el suroeste
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