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Queen Victoria

Paula Bartley’s Queen Victoria examines Victorian Britain from
the perspective of the Queen. Victoria’s personal and political
actions are discussed in relation to contemporary shifts in Britain’s
society, politics and culture, examining to what extent they did -
or did not — influence events throughout her reign.

Drawing from contemporary sources, including Queen Victo-
ria’s own diaries, as well as the most recent scholarship, the book
contextualises Victoria historically by placing her in the centre
of an unparalleled period of innovation and reform, in which the
social and political landscape of Britain, and its growing empire,
was transformed. Balancing Victoria’s private and public roles,
it examines the cultural paradox of the Queen’s rule in relation
to the changing role of women: she was a devoted wife, prolific
mother and obsessive widow, who was also queen of a large
empire and the Empress of India.

Marrying cultural history, gender history and other histories
‘from below’ with high politics, war and diplomacy, this is a
concise and accessible introduction to Queen Victoria’s life for
students of Victorian Britain and the British Empire.

Paula Bartley has published extensively on women’s history. Her
previous publications include Emmeline Pankburst (Routledge
Historical Biographies, 2002), Votes for Women (2007) and Ellen
Wilkinson: From Red Suffragist to Government Minister (2014).



ROUTLEDGE HISTORICAL BIOGRAPHIES
Series Editor: Robert Pearce

Routledge Historical Biographies provide engaging, readable and aca-
demically credible biographies written from an explicitly historical per-
spective. These concise and accessible accounts will bring important
historical figures to life for students and general readers alike.

In the same series:

Bismarck by Edgar Feuchtwanger (second edition 2014)
Calvin by Michael A. Mullett

Edward 1V by Hannes Kleineke

Elizabeth 1 by Judith M. Richards

Emmeline Pankburst by Paula Bartley

Franco by Antonio Cazorla-Sanchez

Gladstone by Michael Partridge

Henry V by John Matusiak

Henry VI by David Grummitt

Henry VII by Sean Cunningham

Henry VIII by Lucy Wooding (second edition 2015)
Hitler by Michael Lynch

Jobn E Kennedy by Peter J. Ling

Jobn Maynard Keynes by Vincent Barnett

Lenin by Christopher Read

Louis XIV by Richard Wilkinson

Martin Luther by Michael A. Mullet (second edition 2014)
Martin Luther King Jr. by Peter J. Ling (second edition 2015)
Mao by Michael Lynch

Marx by Vincent Barnett

Mary Queen of Scots by Retha M. Warnicke

Mary Tudor by Judith M. Richards

Mussolini by Peter Neville (second edition 2014)

Nehru by Benjamin Zachariah

Neville Chamberlain by Nick Smart

Oliver Cromwell by Martyn Bennett

Queen Victoria by Paula Bartley

Richard III by David Hipshon

Thatcher by Graham Goodlad

Trotsky by Ian Thatcher

Forthcoming;:

Churchill by Robert Pearce
Cranmer by Susan Wabuda
Gandbi by Benjamin Zachariah
Khrushchev by Alexander Titov
Stalin by Christopher Read
Wolsey by Glenn Richardson



Queen Victoria

Paula Bartley

£ ¥ Routledge

g Taylor & Francis Group
LONDON AND NEW YORK



First published 2016
by Routledge
2 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4RN

and by Routledge
711 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017

Routledge is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group,
an informa business

© 2016 Paula Bartley

The right of Paula Bartley to be identified as author of this
work has been asserted by her in accordance with sections 77
and 78 of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or
reproduced or utilised in any form or by any electronic,
mechanical, or other means, now known or hereafter
invented, including photocopying and recording, or in any
information storage or retrieval system, without permission in
writing from the publishers.

Trademark notice: Product or corporate names may be
trademarks or registered trademarks, and are used only for
identification and explanation without intent to infringe.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the
British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Bartley, Paula, author.
Queen Victoria / Paula Bartley.
pages cm. — (Routledge historical biographies)
Includes bibliographical references and index.

1. Victoria, Queen of Great Britain, 1819-1901. 2. Queens—
Great Britain—Biography. 3. Great Britain—History—Victoria,
1837-1901. 1. Title.

DAS554.B26 2016
941.081092—dc23
(B]
2015031871
ISBN: 978-0-415-72090-8 (hbk)

ISBN: 978-0-415-72091-5 (pbk)
ISBN: 978-1-315-64209-3 (ebk)

Typeset in Sabon
by Apex CoVantage, LLC



For Jonathan Dudley



This page intentionally left blank



Contents

List of figures ix
Acknowledgements b
Chronology xii
Introduction 1
1 Becoming Victoria: 1819-1837 18
2 The young queen: 1837-1840 39
3 Leisure, love and family: 1837-1844 64
4 Revolutionary times: 1840-1851 87
S Victoria and motherhood: 1842-1861 122

6 Queen Victoria, Palmerston and political
interference: 1850-1860 145

7 Life after Albert: 1861-1868 176

8 Victoria, Gladstone and Disraeli: 1868-1880 202



viii Contents

9 Trading places — Victoria, Gladstone
and Salisbury: 1880-1892

10 The last years: 1892-1901

Conclusion

Select bibliography
Index

230

265

293

309
313



Figures

Victoria, Duchess of Kent, with Victoria
The Queen and Prince Albert at home
The royal cake: dividing up the world
The extended family of Queen Victoria
Queen Victoria

L N W=

141
141
142
143
144



Acknowledgements

My first thanks are to the series editor, Dr Robert Pearce, who
commissioned Queen Victoria, steered me through Routledge’s
book proposal guidelines and edited the manuscript with style
and wit. His comments were not just astute and well judged but
also made with such wry humour that he even made revisions
pleasurable. Thanks also to the four independent reviewers who
recommended that my book proposal be accepted, and to Cath-
erine Aitken and Laura Pilsworth at Routledge for their enduring
patience, support and guidance. I would also like to thank Hamish
Ironside for his extraordinarily assiduous proofreading skills; and
Dr Megan Hiatt for her careful attention to detail while prepar-
ing the book for publication. Naturally, I take responsibility for
any remaining errors.

I am grateful to Dr Diane Atkinson, Prof Maggie Andrews,
Rosie Keep, Prof Angela V. John and Dr Kathy Stredder for
their advice and encouragement, and to Cathy Loxton and Dawn
Rumley for their apposite comments on early drafts of the book.
Special thanks to Prof Sue Morgan for her reassuring and helpful
observations on the final manuscript and to Prof Andrew August
for his endorsement of the book. I should like to thank Colin
and Libby Bennett for an unforgettable trip to Osborne House;
and Myles and Alison, Earl and Countess of Bessborough, for
sharing their knowledge of Henry Ponsonby with me. Thanks
also to Dr Teresz Kleisz for helping me to understand Hungarian
history.

This book could not have been written without the labours of
previous biographers and historians who have written extensively



Acknowledgements xi

on Queen Victoria, her family and her times — so thank you to
all those included in my bibliography. Thanks are due to Queen
Elizabeth II for giving permission for the journals of Queen
Victoria to be made available online and to the Bodleian libraries
for helping to fund the website and make it free of charge to all
users in the United Kingdom. Thanks to all those in Britain who
pay their taxes for helping to keep such institutions flourishing.

A special thanks to the Royal Archives for giving me permis-
sion to quote from the journals and to one anonymous individual
for some exceedingly useful comments on my manuscript. Victo-
ria’s journal entries were accessed online at www.queenvictorias
journals.org. Subsequent quotations from the journals are cited
according to the guidance listed at www.queenvictoriasjournals.
org/info/about.do, using the code RA VIC/MAIN/QV] (W) fol-
lowed by the date of the entry. Between 1832 and 1840 I used
Lord Esher’s typescripts unless otherwise stated, and from 1840
onwards, Princess Beatrice’s copies. These were all accessed
between February 2013 and May 2015.

My final thanks are to my fantastic Dudley family, especially
Jonathan, Edmund, Kata, Réka and Déra, who individually and
collectively provided me with the love and encouragement neces-
sary to engage in the solitary pursuit of research and writing. The
book is dedicated to my husband, Jonathan, whose emotional and
intellectual support continues to be a source of strength to me.


http://www.queenvictoriasjournals.org
http://www.queenvictoriasjournals.org
http://www.queenvictoriasjournals.org/info/about.do
http://www.queenvictoriasjournals.org/info/about.do

‘pauado ooz

TR\ YSDYIN] -0ssny uopuo] “JNJ parutodde uoidurjay ‘palIIRW BIOPOI SSIOULL] 8781
‘Nd parutodde
‘uopuo] jo L1eai], yoLapon) N J parutodde Suruue)) "PaTp YOLIPaIL] UL 2781
‘Al 981090 1oW BLIOIDIA 9781
"auoIyl Ayl
“TeS] JWEd3( | SB[OJIN ‘pauado Aemjrer orqnd sy 01 119y SB PIsIu30031 BLIOIDIA T8I
"papunoy (vOdsS)
s[ewuy 031 A3[onI17) JO UOTIUAAIL] A3
10§ £39100G *pauado L19[[en) [eUOLIEN +781
‘parudaur 1oIndwod
3Y1 01 JOSINDAIJ "SAWLID ()0 ]
1940 10§ pafeadar Lifeuad yiesaq 7781
‘aurjoIe)) uadng) Jo yreaq
‘] uosjodeN jo yieaq ‘payoune] odedsmau uvipipnr) ‘A 981035) JO UONIBUOIOD) 18T
‘papa92ons
Al 9810935) *[][ 981095) JO YIBp
Aoeardsuod 100mg 018D U Jo N ToYIEJ JO YIedg 0781
"0y A10108 "paysijqnd Looutiouiup]
Jo aprig s1100G pue Aydreuy Jo SN 11q[y
Y], SAJ[[PYS "9I0BSSBUW 001913 ] JO U3a1q ‘BLIOIDIA JO yriIg 6181
S1U212 IPIM-PILON S1U2A2 ¢SIIILg S1U2AD |PUOSLD ] aw(

ASojouoiy)



(penunuod)

*SII9Y 1BWIISI] 918ISUI-2T

01 $9010J YSTII JUIS UOISIOUI[E ]

‘pazies TwWBu.HOQ JO auoIyJ,

*9092.15) Jo Suny pajutodde
ooutid uelIEARg "UOPUOT JO
£yea1], :uoneu Juapuadapur

Ue Se pastuS00a1 939915)

“ATeI] Ul S1[0AY "winid[ag

Jo Suny 151y paumoid pjodoay
“JUSWDAOW

souapuadapu] ueId[og ‘aduel|
Jo Suny paumoid addiyq
STNO'T *9JUBI] UT UOTIN[OAIY

-ondwryg

ysnLIg Ul paysijoqe LIAB[S “UMOP
juIng SUOWWO)) JO ISNOH "0y
JUDWPUIWY MET J00 *(I9qUIad(J)
A 1934 “(4n[) N duinoqpPy
“UOpuo ut

pauado pustoN "ureILIg UI Paysijoqe
AIOAB[S "USIP[IYD PUB USWOM

Jo sinoy paje[ngar 10y 410108

"JIOTEYS JO

Ape, s,U0SAUUQ], *10y WIOJIY 1BIID)
"913vad SINH

UO JTes $19S UIMIB(] 7 I9pUn 2501
10J YI10MIY3IU 9peQI0J 10y A10108]

'sj0Ty SuImg

‘Kem[rer £310193ur ISI1] ‘N J £910D)
‘paysijqeisa ao1jod uejodonay
*90'1 180Oq 9ZpLIqUIED)—PIOIX()
1s11] 10y uoneduewy d1[0yIe)

"Pa1ISIA BIOPOI]
‘pue[Suy 1som

pue ginos jo Inoj, "palsia
ISUI] pue JI9pUEX9[y SadULIJ

‘[eunol uedaq BLI0IDIA
'sa[ep\ pue pue[Suq Jo moJ,

"PAUMOID AT WBI[[IA

.@@ﬁwuuuzw
AI WEI[IA “SIIP A 981095

yE81

€e8l

sl

€8T

0€81

6781



Tep\ wnidQ 1sI1] "SUBWOII)
jsureSe uol[joqar uend437 Tem
ueysyy-o[3uy Isi1 ‘uopuo
jo £yea1] :AnUNOD Euﬁcuau_u:_

‘papunoy anses
MmeT uio)-nuy -Juss ydeidspan isig
"90BI [BUOTIBN] PURIK) ISIT] "UB39q

“119q[y 03 pasodoxd
BLIOIDIA "PasSTWSIp £0IU0D)
uyof "SISLID I9qUIBydpag

se pastu802a1 wnig[og SIOLI £203(]9Y "0V SIuejUJ JO Apoisny) “Iejye s3unse eio[] 6€81
-arenbg
TeS[eJeI] 01 pasow AId[[eD) [EUOTIEN
“Tem ueySyy-o[3uy 1sig Auojo) ‘uopuo ut pauado LoouLLauup |
UMOID) JWIEBII] SPUB[S] UITBIII] 1p pronT ‘uonnad isnreyd PAUMOID BLIOIDIA 8¢81
‘pasutodde ensoyoio
*pasIerIas Istmy, 42010 90e[eJ ‘Udonb ouresaq BII0IdIA
"DV SYIea(] pue saFellIRy ‘Syg AT WeIIA JO YIea( Kepiyiiq
"BpBUE)) UI UOI[[2qay J0 uonensI3ay ‘NJ SUIMOq[IIN 18T PaIeIqO[ad BIIOIA /€8T
"PRISIA [[E 1qTY
PUE 1SoUIT 2JULI] {IOPUBXI[Y
"PUBUIPIA,] 2JULIJ PILIIBW ‘pasi[eLIas pue WeIriA Ut ‘snasndny
[eS8nIo jo T BB\ UdNY) siadp yo1myo1J 10y SISBLLIRIN [IAID) pUE PUBUIPIS,] SIOUTIJ 9¢81
"proyd£y
P919BIITOD BLIOIIA *PIULIGUOD
"BIpuU] JO (1dy) A duinoqpPN BLIOIIA “PAYIsiA pjodoa]
a3engue| [e10YJO Sweddq ysijSuy 10y suonerodion) [edoruniy ‘puej3uy JO Yiiou Jo Inoj, Se81
S1U2N2 2PIM-PAON Siuana ysiiLg S1U2Ad [PUOSID ] a(

(penunuoo)



(panunuod)

*Au0]0> YsIIIg dWedaq [eIeN

‘Ayeai],

U01INQUSY-1215qa/\ “SunyueN
Jo A1ea1] ‘papus rep wnidQ
‘Tem ueysry

‘pauire[ooid epeue)) JO OUIA0I]
paITU() "UWOPUOT JO UOTIUIAUOY)

‘pue[eaZ MIN
pawrep ysnug ‘sdoon uewonQ
pue ysnug £q papiequioq
INII2G "UOTU[) JO 10y UBIPEUER))

10y uonen3ay Aemrey

10y I91Iey)) queq 10y 410108

‘pIed sewnsuyn)

[eIoWWod 3811 “paydune] diysweals
uaarip-1ofjpdoad 3s11q ‘payoune|
PI4OM\ 241 o smaN “[ouun] sawey ],
Jo Suruad ) *papus s1011 BI9GQY
‘paysiqnd 1oog Surinoqv agz Jo
suonpuo)) Livpuvs agJ, S PIMPeYD
-awn 90ead Ul SWn IS1Y 9Y3 JOJ PATAJ]
xe1 wodu] ‘paysiqnd ssoyong

1seT LN, s Surumolrg 119qoy ‘1Y
Aemyrey ‘uonnad 1snrey)) 0y SAUINN
‘payoune] surzeSew

¢ound -pa1s[dwod Aemyrer UIaIsay

18910) "N [99d ‘PAUSISaI ouInoqRN

"paysiqesa 1sod Auuag

‘1y8noq
3SNOH auI0qsQ) "AI9AI[2P
ST( J0J Pasn ULIOJOIO[YD

‘UI0q PaIj[y UL

‘peoIqe JISIA 381
S,BII0IDTA "UIOQ DIy SSIDULIJ
‘sydwanze

UOTIBUISSESSE PITY] PUE PUOIS
‘PUB[I00S 03 IISIA ISIT] "IpII
urex 1sIy S, BLI0IdIA “xod[jews
JsureSe paleuIddeA aNIdg puE
119qQ[Y “BIIOIDTA "SIABI[ UIZYRT

‘uI0q prempyq QY ULl
Juaday

paiutodde 119qy 3dwone
UOIJBUISSESSE 1SIT{ "UI0(q
BLIOIDIA SS9OULIJ “PaLLIBW
119q[y 90Ul PUE BLIOIDIA

P81

€y81

(441"

1¥81

081



-onuag 1oy swwerdoxd
[euoneonpa snoiodi
PISTAIP 11q[Y "PUBRI]
PR1ISIA 112q[Y pUE BLIOIDIA

"PaySsmId SUONN[OAY *1dwa1)e UOTIBUISSESSE 1IN0, 6+81
"urelIq ul wnj4Ase uoAId
AJTurej [e£01 YoUdIL "Yysni pjo5) *9UI0QS() 01 PALAIIAT A[TUre]
UBIUIOJI D) "A[qUISSY [BUOIEN [eAoy ‘Terowufeq 01 IISIA ISIT]
UBUILID) ISIT] ‘TEM UIAIS[OH] 10y qapeay o1qng -drwoprds *S[EI1IIBIY] J[ISBD) JOSPUIN
-S1msa[yog 1811 “saSerirewr BI[OYD) "WISIIIBYY) JO [BAIADY jo 1010211p pAarutodde ueay|
ystuedg ‘suonnjoaar ueadoinyg ‘puepaa] ur papuadsns sndrod snaqe] SO[TBYD) 'UIOQ SO SSADULIJ 8¥81
*OTOYISILUE SB Pasn ISI WIOJOIO[YD)
‘paysiqnd s1¢Sofy Suriaganm
s.21uoxqg Aqruryg ‘paysiqnd a4L7g auv[
$,2JU0I 9110[TBYY) "PISI[BIIS LD, “UDIP[IYd [BAOT 10]
Kpuvp s AeIOBY] 10y SINOH UJ],  PISIAIP WIAISAS UOTIBINPI MIN /¥81
*A1€191995 ‘uroq
ug1010] UOISIAW]RJ "N J [[2SSTY BUI[OY ssaoull] ‘paimboe
"a10yeT Jo L18a1], *A1B21] U0SIQ) "pauSIsal [99] ‘smeT uIoy) jo [eaday puoweIp I00N-1-yoy] 9481
"paystqnd j1gAg s1peIsI 3ySnoy ~2oe[d-a11q S3I2qTY paNSIA
[onp YsnLIg 1SET "IURID) YIOOUARIN BLIOIDIA 9SNOH dUI0qsQ
Tep\ YIS-0[Suy ISIL] ur asea1ou] "1ySijq oieod ysu] MU JOJ PIe] SUOTIEPUNO,] SH81
S1U202 IPLN-PJIOM S1U202 ¢s1gLLg S1U2A2 [PUOSID ] aw

(penunuod)



(panunuod)

‘uBULIDY U] JO o[Ieq ‘[odoiseqas

J0 9391 *opedug 1y3r 9y Jo “BOWILI) 03 Juom d[eSunysIN
a8reyD) ‘eaepe[eq Jo ApIeg BW[Y 9JUDIO[] "PaSI[BLIdS ¢I10§ puv *pa3ea1d [EpaUW
JO 9[1Eq 1B SUBISSNY PALIJIP ¢140N SJ[2)SBD) YIDQRZI[] “BId[0YD UBIWILIY) "SpUnS 2J03suuvy
ysnug "uedaq Iep\ UBIUILID JO asned paysi[qeIsd moug uyo[ S 211 3y3noq BLIoIdIA $S81
‘[eroureq
10J pre[ SUONEBPUNO,] *asNOH
auI0gsQ 1 I[Inq 35e110D)
ssimg uroq pjodoa] adutig €681
*(F9quuada(q)
JAId U99pIaqy pioT “pauado Juswerieg
“UTAIS[OH JO SISNO MIN] "Patda1d xoq Tefid
-31M89[y2g Jo aduspuadopur 3811 "pauado Areiqif orqnd 991y
PIYSI[qLIS [020101J UOPUOT 1SI1] "UOISUI[[9\ JO YIBa( "PAaqIyxa
‘paystqnd wqvyy s,uo] 2poun) pija4d Q) SSTe[[TN “(A1eniqaq) INd ‘pauado wnasnjy 112q[y
S,9M01G 1oYd29q 19LIIBH £qI3(] JO [1e] "pouSIsaI [[assNy  PuE BLIOIIA IySnoq [erourjeq 7581
"paystqnd

400 UOPUOT 241 pup inoqoy|
uopuoT s MIYARJA "A1819100G USI910,]

‘uedaq ysnyf pjoo) uerensny Se pauSIsar UoIsIaUI[EJ “IUIPIOUT

‘uoajode)N smoT 1.1, p dnop [INSSOY 10V SIPI T, [BITISLISI[I] UonIqIYXy 1815) IS8T
‘pa1BaId BIfRNISNY 10y AIeIqQrT O1[qn "PAIP [29] ‘pJos uol[iAeJ [eA0Y uoIyILIg

‘81101017 JO AUO[0)) “JUIPIOUI ‘a1eaIneT 320 paiutodde uos{uuay, 1dwaiye uonyeuIssesse

0oy1RJ uo(J ‘[[ng pansst adog 10y 410158, “JUapIoul neukep| YT "uI0q INYITY UL 0S81T



“BOUBIJE[[IA
Jo A3ea1] “oouapuadapur Jo
Iem UBI[BI] pUOIAS “BLIISNY

‘paystqnd saadg

JO w1y suImIR( ‘11N Ul UDULON

SSUI[[OD VY[ “Sa131D) om], Jo ajp],
S SUAI(J ‘opag wwpy SIOI 931035)
‘A14291T uQ SJN °'S’[ "pamorre
Sunayoid [nyaoesd “NJ parutodde

WY
I9STRY dWBdq I3[ 9 "UIoq

uo Iem PaIe[PIP [[] uodjodeN uojsiouwe] "pausdisar £q1aQq PIIYOpuBIS 18I S, BLIOIDIA 6581
‘Papunoj BIISAYDIO
‘uodjodeN. 9[[eH "ydeidspaa onuepiesuen 1sirj ‘swexa [eaeu sassed
SO 21euIssesse 01 paadwane 10y SaLI[IqesI( YSIma[ "JNJ £QId(Q  PAI[Y UL “YOLIIPAI] dULI]
TaISIQ) "19Y BIPUJ JO JUSWIUIIAOL) 10V Ya[BdH d1[qn{ uns 18210 9y, POLITRUT BIIOIDTA SSIIUTI] 868T
*110SUOD) UL
opew 119q[y "uoiJuIsuay| o3
‘paystqnd sdvpjoogog PaAOW WNASNA Y29 A "SSOID)
"MOUON'T JO JAI[Y dI0EsSBUl S.UMoLg O] SSIYSNH SEWOY ]  BLIOIIA ISIJ PIpPIEME BLIOIDIA
arodume) “Aunnjy uerpuj “10Y (9210A1(]) SISNE)) [BIUOWLIIB]A "UIOQ 01118 SSAOULI] /681
Juapuadapur
JUIBd9q BIUBWOY PUEB BIQIAS -91eSunySIN] 20uaI0[ 03
‘e wnidQ puodag ‘stgJ jo "10y 20104 ySnoiog pue £1uno)) 2JUAIPNE JABS BIIOIIA 'Apnis
0B "PIPUR TejN\ UBIWIID) ‘ue3aq 9915 Jo uononpoid sseN 01 AeME JUds PaIJ[y UL 9681
*PSI[BLIAS 12440(] 2[1317]
*S[[e] BLIOIDIA MES ‘payoune] ¢dvidaja] L Amq “BISSTIJ JO YOLIOPAI] 20ULL]
suo3s3urar] ‘painided [odoiseqag dweig jo uonijoqy "JNJ uoisiowjeq 01 pa3e3ud BLIOIDIA SSIOULI] $S81
S1U2ND dPIN-PAON S1U212 ¢S1ILLg S1U2A2 |PUOSLD ] aw(

(panunuod)



(penunuod)

*A1931ms ondasnue paysIjqe1ss 11T

‘uoisIoweJ Jo Yaed( paysiqnd ‘JueAIds pue[ysiy
puvjiapuo) ut 231y S 011 SIMIT s, ueand) pajurodde umoirg
“3]0AQ1 eoTRWIE[ ‘A [[2SSTY “T0100p YsI[Suy ISIY Se uyof ‘A 281035) 1918] “981095)
"PaIBUISSESSE U[OOUI'] WEYRIqY payienb uosiopuy 1191185 YI12qRZI[g 3ouLl] uospueis Jjo yug 98T
‘YI2qezZI[y J1ysdneppueid
‘papeAul urS[o-31MsIYdS JO YaIIg ‘UI0q ‘a1Idq JO UOS
"pausSis UOTIUIAUO)) BAIUIL) ISIL] "10Y saseasi(] snoIdeIuo)) Is1,]  IsIY ‘pIEmpy 1I9q[y UOSPUEID) 981
“BLIOIIA IojySneppueisd
‘Tem TIUBYSY ISIT] “Tem LIOBJA JO YaIIg YIeWud(J JO
"BISSIY ISUTESE PII[OAAI YSI[O] "poWIO] UOEBIIO0SSY [[BqI00] BIPUBXI[Y SSOULI]
‘uonsanb urISjoOH-31Msa[Yog ‘pauado punoidiopu() uopuo] poLIIeW S9[BA\ JO dULIL] €981
"PSI[BLIdS Sa1qrg 4a1)\ 24 ], ‘uI10q AITUSH UOSPUBIL) "9SS
s £o7s3ury] sajreyD) ‘paysiqnd J9IeN JO STNO'T 0ULIJ PALIIEW Y
urjqoo), wood §,1119s50Y BUNISIIYD) SSIOUTIJ “PTe[ WNI[OSNETA
‘PapunNo] UONBIOSSY AIBIIUBS SAIPE] [eA0y] 10J 2U01s UOTIEPUNO] 7981
"paystqnd QLY
JUUWISVUDTN P]OYISHOL] S, U0 JO (Y IUY JO ssaydng
‘ue8aq Iej\ [IAID) UBILIDWY s1N "ydeadoroyd 1mojoo sy I9yI0W S, BLIOIIA JO YaBd(J 1981
‘uIoq

10y s8ni(q pue pooq 2110[TeYD) IAIYSneppuein) 0981



‘urejlig ur wnjse
uaAI3 [[] uodjodeN dunwwo))

*SuLIOJoy
90TATAG [1ATD) "UI3q surIojoy Awry
S J[empIeD) 10y A11odoid suswon

SLIeJ Jo 9821 "paieajop PALLIBIA 10y PUBT YSLI] "SUI( “eUdoY pue arydog
uodjodeN] Tep\ UBISSNIJ-OJUBI] sa[Iey)) JO yiea(d 10y uonednpyg s1a1y3neppueid jo yug 0481
‘pauado “119q[y uospueis jo
[eueB)) Zang *parea1d AYdIeuow “papunoj 283[[00) U0IIY) yug AemION] JO U2aNQ) 191g]
ueLeSun-onsny [en 30y YoInyy) Ysu JO JUSWYSI[qRISIS]  ‘pnepy Iysneppueid jo yaig 6981
"BLIOIIA JojySneppueisd
"PapUNO] SaMI100§ IFBING S, USWOH\ JO YuIIg "PaIjy 2duli JO
JO uoru() [euoneN ‘(J9quada(]) oj11 wo 1dwanry “paysiqnd
JAId duoispe|D) ‘pue[duy ul Suiduey SpuvjySie ag1 ur 2j1] anQ
‘puB[BaZ MIN] UI JeM LIOBIA orqnd ase *(A1eniqag) N [[PBISIq Jo puanof aqz uioif saava| 8981
‘paystiqnd uonngzsuoy)
“Jem UBIUISSAQY "UOIUIWO(] ¢s18ur] saoyadeq 10y wWiIojy ‘UBNSLIYD) UOspueid pue
ySnLIg duIeddq epeuR)) puodag ‘urerg ur pajuaied ajmwreudq 3smo 1aySneppueisd Jo yuig 1981
*9UAI] PUB BLIOIJIA
s1oySneppueis jo yiig
*3anquaisndny-31nqIapuog
-UIIS[OH-31MSI[YDS JO
UBNISLIYY) 90ULL] PILIIBW
BUS[OH $Sa0ULl] "YSInquipyg
T\ UBISSNIJ-01ISNy 10y Areirueg ‘N 4q10Q JO )N PAILBAID PV DULI] 9981
S1U212 IPIM-PILON S1U212 ¢S1ILLg S1U2A2 |PUOSLD ] aw(

(panunuod)



(penunuod)

"10y uonem3ay

diysiop o1qnq 10y Suisuadry "N J
T[9RISI(] "PISI[BLIAS pmoLD) SutppvN
2¢1 wio4f 4pq s ApIeH sewoy],

I\ UBYSY PUOIAS 10y aanmedrpn(

PV YIEsH 2Mqnd

10y SuIsuaor ‘Teur] dny UORIOSSY

[[eq100,] 3ST1] “1O][Bq 1213G

‘papunojg sqnyD) uedrqnday

‘suorsstuwoy) jo aseydand oy

JO UoORIoqy "0y Uorm[) sped],

10y 1891, Ausaaarup) ‘pauado [eH

119q[y [eA0Y ‘[eUODIBUIIUL UOTU()

Elitiliniifelg) Aq3ny 1sa ‘paystqnd Jed-Assng

streJ ‘pawre[doid uotun UBUIIID) oyl pue [MQ Y], S TedT prempyg

ATRIN

I91ySneppuels pue payy
uospueis Jo yiirg ‘eissny jo
BUAOIPUBXI[Y JLIBIA $SAYIN(
pURID) PILLIBW PA[y dULL]
"BISI9 JO YrYS

01 0UAIPNE JAES BLIOIDIA
“Tes] ‘Se[OJIN

A1rew pjnom oym X1y

pue sueA s1oySneppuess
JO YaIIg ‘uI0q 39Ie3IRIN
Ia1ySneppuels) ‘pafloAun
[ELIOWRAIA 119q[y "BLIOIOIA
uo 1dwalle UOIIBUISSESSE
Y1 "£19A0091 SIfepN JO
2ouLl] 10§ SulAIsyuey ],

‘proyd4£3 pa1oenuod safep
jo 2ouri] ouio] jo smbrejy
PILITEUT 9STNOT SSIIULIJ

.81

€L81

L8l

1L81



‘Awre ysnrg payodeie soogq
3d43q ur sjour uS105-nUY III

‘ua3 01 dn A10sndwod [ooyds
opew 10y UONEINpPY 10y PULT YsU]

IopuEXa[y 1BS] JO UONBUISSESSY ‘pauado wnasnjy AI0ISTH [BINIBN ‘1[PRIsI JO yaeaq 1881
“Tep\ 190g 1811 ‘paysiqnd ‘UOTIBIDOSSY POJPPIISTH ISI1] 10y “euaydip
ApvT v Jo 1wi340 s sdwre[ ATUSH] Aqery s1adofdwy ‘N suoIspe[n) JO PIp D[y S$SAJULI] 08871
‘pawiog andea] pue] “BISSNIJ JO 9SINOT SSIDULIJ
‘Tep\ N7 ysuy ‘pajuaied qnq 1y8I| o191 POLIIEW INYIIY 9JULL] 6.81
TEM
uey3JYy "OUBJAIS UBG JO AIBAI], 10y doysyrop
‘urj19g jo ssaiduo)) ‘ydeidouoyd pue 410308 "pauado aLofvurg
a3 paiualed uosIpy sewoyJ, SWH ®i1ado s,ueAl[[ng pue 113q[io) "901Y $S92ULLJ JO Yaea(g 8/81
‘[o13u0 yaiq uo 9yduwed paysiqnd
y3ne[peiq s3[1eyD) pue 1UBSIq dIUUY
‘paxauue [eeasuel] -aarduwry ‘paystqnd Kgmvag opg S [[oMaS
UBWO3I() UO JEM PITB[IIP BISSIY BUUY “JUSWEUINOI UOPSI[qUILA\ ISIT] 1181
‘P[oysuodoeag "BLIOIDIA JoiySneppueid
‘saroessewr uelred[ng -auoyda[al JO [1Bg PaIeaId 1[aRISI( "1y Jo yaaig “eipuj jo ssaxduwryg
paiuaied [jog weyelr) 19puBXa[y Suiddiyg jueyoiapy 10y uoneonpy JO 3313 PapIEME BLIOIJIA 9/81
‘[puuey) ysisuyg
-ondwryg wems UeW 1811 *10y sSni pue pooq “BTURTIOY
uewol ) Isurede paj[aqal JO 9eS "10y YI[eaH DI[qN] "PaMOJ[e JO Uy oY1 paLLIBW IAIB[ OYM
BUIAOSIZIOH-BIUSOY ‘[BUR)) ZoNG Suneyodid [nyaoes 10y SurjpPm( QU] 193ySneppueis jo yig
u1 saxeys paseyoind 1peIsI(] suesnIy 10y skog Suiquii) “BIpUJ PaIno3 s3[eA\ JO dULI] /81
S1U212 IPIM-PILON S1U212 ¢S1ILLg S1U2A2 |PUOSLD ] 10 (]

(panunuod)



(penunuod)

‘[eeASUBI] UT PII2AOISIP
PIOD "9duaIofuod urfrogq

"UOpION) [BIAUID) JO Y1edJ
*s190¢ 03

souapuadopur pauInIar UOpuUo|
JO UOTIURATO)) "TUNOITBYY

0 981G "WNOITBYY 01 JUIS
Auwie pue UOpIOKr) [BIIUAL)

‘paieagap
uol[[aqax uend43y ‘pawrojiod

24m14200) TI8T SANSAONTRYD T,

“(4nf) Wd

Amgsireg "[iig o[y SWOH YSU] ISTL]
‘(A1eN1Q3,]) TN QUOISPER[Y) "PIpUNOy
sistuoru) [eraqry -pds L1req
[e1oqr] pajuaied 1ed 1030W ISII]
[Ny SWOH 03 PIIIdAUOD

aUO0ISpE[Y) "0y uonnquusipy ‘A J
AInqsI[eg *pajuaAul 9[2£J1q UIIPON

Dy
wroyay pAY L, "paysiqnd Luvuororq
ysySur pLojJx( o 1xed 1s1g

*10Y S9010BI ]

e8] pue 3dni1o)y “paysiqnd puvjsy
24mspa4], S UOSUIANG STNOT 112qOY

*10Y UOIDI90)) "s1opinuwi
JNied X1U20Y{ 10y £119doig suawioy
PALLIBJA "UBZa( 39)DLI)) SaYSy Y],

“IopuEXaly
UuOoSpueI3 pue BLIOIJIA
Ia1ySneppueis jo yug

‘3inquanieq jo ATUSH 2duLl]
PALLIBWI 9011IBIY SSAIULLJ

"paystqnd

[puinof v wodf saava|

3IOTA "S9[IBY)) UOSpueId

jo yaaig pjodoaT jo yeaq
*901[y JoySneppuess

pue Y1y uospueis jo
yaaig "pa1p umoiq uyof
"UIPaMG JO dULL]

UMOID) 3Y3I PILLIBW J2JB] OYMm
‘Joredrely 1o1ySneppuessd

Jo yaag ‘Anue[es 10J [epawl
popieme Inyiry duLL]
‘JUOUWLIAJ-)29p[e\ JO us[PH
$$90ULI] patirewr p[odoa ouLl]
1dwane uoneurssesse YIxig

9881

€881

881

€881

881



‘[ 2[NY WO Ysu
ﬁEOUUm ..wO HNOWOQ .Eu.ﬂu:ﬂu wmwﬁ ._Uﬁ.m

“B100) pue 31mqo)-aXeg jo
n( parutodde payyy aduLig
)09, JO ATeJN POLITRUI ‘SA[BA\

“TEM TIUBYSY PITY T PUT[q J0J 10y Uonespy ATeIUdUR[Y  JO 2JULLJ JO UOS 981095 20ULI] €681
*SINOT
"IN QUOISpE[D) 2JULIJ ME[-UI-UOS JO YIBI(] 7681
*90LINEJN UOSpueId
‘[[PuIed S3[1BYD JO YIBdQ JO YaIIg "UOS 1S3P[d S ANIag
“erpu] ‘mdruepy ur 3j0AdY *991J UOTIEONPI AP 10V JUBID) 39 TOIDIA 1Iq[y 92Ul JO JIedq 1681
“Io[[9duUBy)) ‘paystqnd Apv.io)
ueuLIor) st paudisar Yorewsiq uptio(q JO 24m121d 3¢, SAP[IM T8ISQ 0681
‘pjodoa uospueid
3O YA "uRIp[IYD 03 LPnI)
JO TONUIAIJ Y 10 £19100G
"ONITI§ YOO UOPUOT 10y [eUOnIEN] Pa3BaI1d A[M3U JO
UIP[IYD) 01 AI[aNID) JO UOTIUIAIL] uoxned ouresaq BLI0IdIA 6881
‘paruated eroured Yepoy| 1sI1]
PAUMOID T WIAY[IA OTIOPIL] Yy
Jo Yaea(q Torodwry ueuLIan) s[PUNOY A1UN0Y) "AINS S[IS-YoIBIN
PAUMOID YILIOPAI] 2OULI] ‘pafeadar 510y saseasi snoideiuoy) 8881
‘uredg jo usanQ)
Y 191e] ‘eL10101A 121ySneppueid
MET [BUTWIIY) ‘papunoj A11ed 1noqe| Jo YaIIg "wirey (Npqy jo
juapuadopuy "0y UONNQLIISIPIY [EATITY “99[Iqn[ Usp[oD) L881
S1U2ND dPIN-PAON S1U202 stirLg S1U2A2 |PUOSLD ] aw(

(panunuod)



“uonpPgey

19X0g "PaAdI[a1 SUn{dJeN
pue yawsApe| ‘Aspraquury
‘Tejy\ 100g-0[3uy puodag
“EIpU]

JO £01301A pajutodde uoziny
931095) "uBULINpW() JO [1IBYg

*929910) pue andwry uewonQ
U9M19q TBA\ "IUIPIOUT BEPOYSE]
“Tep\ Ieqizuey -o[3uy

Suayly ul ppay sawen) oidwii|Q
UIOPOUI 1SIT,] "BULTES]) PUE Tes)
PaUMOID BIPUBXI[Y PUB SBJOJIN
‘[BBASUEBI] UT UOI[[2qaT ‘prel
UOSoUre( ‘Tem NUEYSY "Sue[eq
91 UI SUOISUI] PIMIUNY

qes], paiutodde sejoorN
‘paysijqe1sa-a1 sawen) oidwi|O

*QUOISPE[D) JO 1B
Py

uonesuadwo)) s,uauUR{ION, PapuNoy

SA112150G IFeIJJNG S,UIUWOA) JO UOTU)
[euoneN -paysijqnd vynopvi(J $19301§
urelq 1uds 93eSSU SSA[IIM ISIT]

‘urenrg ur Aouanol
182 1811 "N J £Ingsifes “paysiqnd
aurgPPN auit] SS[PM "D 'H

‘paonpomnur
SIUNP I3 "10Y JUSWIUIAOL)
[e207 "paystiqnd yoog ajSunf

s durdry] predpny ‘JNJ £19qasoy

"BLIOIIA U29NY) JO [aBdg

"PUB[oI] PIIISIA BLIOIDIA
PRIV 92Ul JO Yiea(q

2a11qn[ puourer

‘uI0q ‘sa[e\ JO dULIJ JO UOS
Pu023s “981090) 113q[y dULIL]
“eISSIY

JO SB[ODIN] 9oULI] PaLITBW
“ga1ygneppueid s BLIOIDIA
‘eIpUBXa[Y dUOIYI 3}

01 119y Y “931095) UL JO UOS
1S9p[2 ‘prempy dduli] jo YaIg

1061

0061
6681

8681

L681

9681

S681

681



This page intentionally left blank



Introduction

On 28 March 1819, a seven-months-pregnant German princess
left her home in Amorbach, Bavaria, for a 427-mile horse-drawn
coach journey to England. She travelled with her husband, her
daughter from a previous marriage, a lady-in-waiting, a midwife,
a doctor, a governess, cooks, servants, two lapdogs and a cage
of birds. The group trekked across the bumpy pot-holed roads
of Europe in an assorted caravan of post-chaises, barouches and
baggage carts and arrived in Calais on 18 April. Here they waited
until the weather was fair enough for them to cross the Channel.
A month later, safely installed in Kensington Palace, the Princess
gave birth to a baby daughter, a ‘pretty little Princess, as plump
as a partridge’. The baby was delivered by a female obstetrician,
was breastfed by her mother and vaccinated against smallpox.
Eighteen years later, in 1837, this daughter was crowned Victoria,
Queen of Great Britain.

Britain in 1819

Victoria was born into a Britain where most people still lived
and worked in the country. But it was a countryside in flux. The
Enclosure Acts of the eighteenth century had broken up most of
the old open fields and shared commons, land which was then
hedged, ditched and fenced. Most small farmers could not afford
the costs of these transformations so were forced to sell, some-
times becoming landless labourers, sometimes moving to the new
towns. Life may have been harsh for the newly dispossessed
smallholders but the enclosures allowed wealthier farmers to buy
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more land, and to introduce new methods of farming, new machin-
ery and new ways of breeding pedigree herds. As a result, food
production increased substantially, which led in turn to a dramatic
growth in population. Families in 1819 were large: giving birth
to nine children, as Queen Victoria would later do, was not
unusual.

In other respects, too, Britain was undergoing momentous
change as technological developments transformed the way in
which people lived and worked. Cotton replaced wool as the
material of choice. It was cheaper to produce, easier to keep clean
and comfortable to wear. More and more workshops, factories,
mills and mines used water and steam power rather than human
muscle to make cotton cloth. This resulted in factories increasing
in size as the installation of large, heavy and expensive machinery
made it necessary to employ more than just a few people. Soon
these new towns and cities became densely populated and exceed-
ingly dirty as the coal-fired steam factories polluted the air people
breathed and turned buildings black. These new factory workers
needed to live somewhere, so houses were quickly — and often
shoddily — built to accommodate them. Back-to-back houses were
the norm in industrial cities. Most people did not have an inside
lavatory let alone a bathroom: they used earth closets outside.
Many families shared one earth closet — in one factory town
about 7,000 people shared 33 such closets — which frequently
overflowed into the street. Not surprisingly, health problems such
as cholera, typhoid and other related diseases were the results,
all caused by poor sanitation. These types of illnesses affected all
classes: Queen Victoria and her eldest son, Bertie, the Prince of
Wales, became seriously ill from typhoid; many believe Prince
Albert died from it.

In 1819 the Factory Act forbade children to work under the
age of nine but the Act was unenforceable and owners generally
ignored it. Conditions in the factories were often harsh. Every
textile factory was damp, dusty and noisy: many workers stood
in their bare feet in puddles of water; fluff and cotton dust was
everywhere; and the noise of the weaving and spinning machines
was deafening. In addition, factory workers were regimented and
subjected to petty rules; many employers fined their workers to
make sure they behaved themselves and worked hard. Finable
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offences at Strutts Mill in Belper included ‘idleness and looking
thro’ window; noisy behaviour; being off with a pretence of being
ill; and riding on each other’s back’. Children worked as ‘scav-
engers’ picking up the bits of thread and cotton underneath the
machines or as ‘piecers’, joining together the ends of broken
thread. The textile industry depended on slave-grown cotton to
provide the raw materials to make its cloth. In 1807 the British
government abolished the slave trade but slavery remained wide-
spread at the time of Victoria’s birth.

Textile factories relied on coal to power the new machines. In
1819, coal mines employed men, women and children: the male
collier hewed the coal; women, harnessed like animals, carried it
to the pit-brow; and children worked as trappers, opening and
shutting the underground doors for ventilation. Hours were long
and the work was arduous and dangerous. Explosions, roof falls
and accidents were common. When she was 13 years old, Princess
Victoria wrote of having just ‘passed through a town where all
coal mines are . .. The men, women and children . . . are all
black. But I can not . . . give an idea of its strange and extraor-
dinary appearance. The country is very desolate every where.’

Britain had changed spectacularly in the period just before
Victoria’s birth but it was to experience more unprecedented
technological, political, economic and social change throughout
the nineteenth century. Such dramatic changes posed challenges
to government as it sought to ameliorate or contain the social
dislocation which ensued. When she became queen, Victoria
would need high levels of political skill to handle the changing
needs and demands of her subjects brought on by this progres-
sively accelerating industrialisation.

Government and politics

When Victoria was born, a small elite ruled Britain. At the top
of the hierarchy was the Crown, represented by ‘mad’ George III,
but because of the King’s incapacity his disreputable and prof-
ligate son, George, became the Prince Regent, governing in
place of his father. The Prince Regent created a world of such
unbridled extravagance and luxury for himself that he was
nicknamed Falstaff after the notoriously dissipated — yet
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attractive — character in Shakespeare’s Henry IV plays. In 1820
King George III died and his son replaced him as King George IV.
British sovereigns were not absolute rulers; they were constitu-
tional monarchs empowered to rule according to an unwritten
constitution, not by divine right.

The United Kingdom, unlike the United States and many other
countries, has no single written constitution. Instead, the British
constitution is a matter of custom, expectation and usage. It is
uncodified, incremental and embodied in Parliamentary laws,
court judgements and treaties, all of which have been pieced
together over time. The real beginning of constitutional monarchy
dates back to the Magna Carta 1215 when King John, under
pressure from his barons, agreed that sovereigns must rule by
law, not by personal inclination. In 1689 these principles were
reinforced and developed when the British parliament invited
William of Orange and Mary to become joint sovereigns after
King James II fled the country. William and Mary’s claim to the
throne was therefore not directly hereditary since it depended on
an Act of Parliament for its legitimacy. This Act established the
principle that monarchs owed their position to parliament as
much as to inherited right. In addition, the ‘Glorious Revolution’
confirmed parliament as the chief law-making body; from then
on the supreme power in Britain was parliament not the sovereign.
The coronation oath, where the king or queen promises to govern
according to the law, reinforces this principle. As queen, Victoria
would object to any further strengthening of the parliamentary
system, particularly if it affected her constitutional rights.

In 1819 parliament was composed of an unelected House of
Lords and an elected House of Commons. The main political
parties, the Whigs (Liberals) and the Tories (Conservatives), con-
sisted largely of male Anglican aristocrats: Catholics, Quakers
and Jews could not become MPs.? Whigs had helped engineer
the 1689 Revolution and were strong supporters of the Hanove-
rians when that dynasty succeeded to the British throne. Princess
Victoria’s parents were both Whigs: she was surrounded by Whigs
in her youth and throughout her life maintained that she held to
Whig principles. Whigs believed that monarchs must govern with
the consent of the nation and that ultimately sovereignty rested
with the people, principles that Queen Victoria would often find
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hard to respect. Naturally, the Whigs sought to extend the fran-
chise in order to strengthen parliament, and their own influence,
even more. They were also committed to the defence of liberties
and religious toleration. In contrast, the ideological hallmarks of
the Tories were the principles of divine monarchical right, heredi-
tary succession and commitment to the Anglican Church. Not
surprisingly, a large number of Tories opposed the 1689 Revolu-
tion, were against any extension of democracy and tended to
squash radicalism wherever and whenever they could.?

At the time, the state was small with the government mainly
focusing on defence, the control of trade through customs and
excise, and the maintenance of law and order. Britain was a
country under pressure. The triple challenges of a population
explosion, industrialisation and urbanisation had created multi-
layered tensions, particularly in vulnerable areas. In 18135, after
Napoleon was defeated at the Battle of Waterloo, the demobilisa-
tion of hundreds of thousands of soldiers — who had no pension
or government support — led to increased unemployment and
deepening distress for the very poor. And when the government
passed the Corn Law Act 1815, which banned the import of
foreign corn until the price of British corn had reached £4
a quarter, the poorer section of society which relied on bread as
their staple diet suffered. Victoria’s birth coincided with a time
of significant poverty and suffering for the working class; in
contrast, there appeared to be a marked escalation of privilege
and prosperity for the upper classes.

In August 1819, just a few months after the birth of Princess
Victoria, a meeting was held in St Peter’s Fields, Manchester to
call for parliamentary reform. At the time only a small minority
of men — and no women - were allowed to vote. The meeting
was broken up by a voluntary cavalry force, the Manchester
Yeomanry, and at least 11 people were killed and 400 injured in
the mélée. It was soon called the Peterloo Massacre. The English
Romantic poet, Percy Bysshe Shelley, wrote England in 1819 in
response to this event. The poem is politically radical: it encap-
sulates the anger of people against their royal family and what
was considered to be a perfidious government. It talks of an
‘old, mad blind, despised and dying king, . . . Rulers who neither
see, nor feel, nor know, but leech-like to their fainting country
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cling. . . . A people starved and stabbed.’ In the same year Shelley
also wrote ‘The Mask of Anarchy’, a poem which has been
described as the greatest political poem ever written in English
and one often quoted by Gandhi in his campaigns against the
British in India. “The Mask of Anarchy’ is an anthem to freedom,
liberty and equality, and ends with an exhortation to the people
to ‘Rise Like Lions after slumber’ against injustice, as ‘ye are
many — they are few’. Many people agreed with Shelley and did
indeed °‘rise like lions’. As queen, Victoria would face periods of
social and political unrest and be forced to accept the reforms
brought in by her government in response to this turbulence.

Censorship, both overt and covert, was common. Sometimes
political writers such as Shelley found it difficult to find a pub-
lisher;* sometimes publishers were prosecuted for printing revo-
lutionary texts. In October 1819 Richard Carlile was convicted
of blasphemy and seditious libel, and sent to prison for publishing
Tom Paine’s The Age of Reason, a book that challenged institu-
tionalised religion and the legitimacy of the Bible. The book was
a best-seller in the United States. Of course, not all art was
political: in the same year John Keats wrote ‘La Belle Dame sans
Merci’, a love ballad drawn from medieval tales, and Walter Scott’s
historical novel The Bride of Lammermoor, probably now better
known as Donizetti’s dramatic opera Lucia di Lammermoor, was
published. Walter Scott was to become one of Queen Victoria’s
favourite novelists, and the opera a much treasured piece of music.
The art and music world was thriving too. On 23 April 1819,
to co-incide with his birthday and the birthday of the Prince
Regent, the best-loved British artist, J. M. W. Turner, exhibited his
painting Richmond Hill. In the same year, Rossini had four of
his operas performed in London. Britain seemed to be the cultural
capital of the world. Certainly, at the time of Victoria’s birth,
Britain was the world’s greatest power. It had the largest navy,
the biggest share of the world’s trade, the most developed industry
and London as the world’s financial capital. In 1837 Victoria
would be queen of it all.

Historiography

Queen Victoria is one of the most studied women in history — over
500 books have been published on her life — so that biographies
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sometimes read like a historical tiered cake, each author stacking
ever more obscure facts onto previous layers and often repeating
the same old facts expressed slightly differently. New books about
Queen Victoria appear regularly, often written by biographers
rather than historians, often emphasising the monarch’s personal
lifestyle at the expense of her political influence and often aimed
primarily to entertain general readers. There are psychological
biographies, literary biographies, chatty biographies, biographies
that deal solely with Victoria’s family, her prime ministers, or her
courtiers.’ There are books about young Victoria, married Vic-
toria, widowed Victoria and even imperial Victoria. There are,
commented the historian Fassiotto, ‘so many Victorias. Old Vic-
torias, dignified Victorias, charming Victorias, angry Victorias,
Victorias in white satin and Victorias in black silk’.°

Lytton Strachey, often regarded as the father of modern biog-
raphy, wrote the first scholarly biography, Queen Victoria.” For
a man with a fondness for taking a rude and irreverent approach
to his subjects, Strachey’s book is strangely adulatory; it also
focuses on the Queen’s early life and pays scant attention to her
later reign. Other biographers have written exhaustive cradle-to-
grave narratives. Elizabeth Longford’s long, authoritative, sym-
pathetic, yet unsentimental biography Victoria® remains the best.
However, her avoidance of sexually contentious issues and her
minimal treatment of the Queen’s constitutional role are draw-
backs to an otherwise splendid book. Nonetheless, it remains, as
Giles St Aubyn notes, ‘the envy and despair of those who venture
to follow her’.’ Cecil Woodham-Smith’s superb, sympathetic
Queen Victoria: Her Life and Times, Volume One 1819-1861"°
sets the life of Victoria within the history of the period exception-
ally well but stops at the death of Albert. Stanley Weintraub’s
best-selling scholarly, descriptive and readable Victoria: Biography
of a Queen'! is less reverential, providing a life-like portrait which
is both critical and sympathetic. Yet even so, the historical back-
ground to her reign remains slight and the book is of a length
which is off-putting to many. Later interpretations such as Chris-
topher Hibbert’s Queen Victoria'? paint a different portrait of
the monarch as a shy, diffident and vulnerable yet sensual person
rather than the rather capricious, censorious and morally repres-
sive one of popular imagination. A.N. Wilson’s Victoria'? creates
a fresher, yet sympathetic, Victoria for the twenty-first century.
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Wilson draws on new evidence from German archives to enrich
his portrait of the Queen as an unconventional, volatile yet kindly
and unsnobbish woman. His witty biography is an enjoyable and
captivating read, full of gossipy anecdotes about royal life, but
as with other accounts the focus remains on the personal, rather
than the political story.

Other writers have written shorter and differently focused
biographies. Frank Hardie’s The Political Influence of Queen
Victoria, 1861-1901"* was the first to challenge the myth that
Queen Victoria took little interest in politics. On the contrary,
he argues, the Queen had a pervasive influence particularly over
foreign policy, the Church and legislation. Hardie provides a
frank exposition of Victoria’s behind-the-scenes royal influence,
revealing how the Queen promoted legislation, campaigned and
intrigued against policies of which she disapproved and tried to
influence the composition of governments. Throughout her life,
he argued, she preferred to take an active role in government
rather than take part in ceremonial occasions. Queen Victoria
wanted to rule not just reign.

Some have sought to interpret Victoria theoretically. Dorothy
Thompson’s Queen Victoria' analyses the role of the monarch
through the prism of gender, arguing that the presence of a woman
in the highest political spheres affected the lives of all her subjects.
Thompson’s feminist leanings, however, make her a little too
sympathetic towards the monarch and she has a tendency to
overlook the Queen’s obvious failings. The gender theme is devel-
oped by Adrienne Munich’s Queen Victoria’s Secrets,'® which is
a challenging and thought-provoking exploration of the influence
of Victoria on cultural history. It is, however, more a compendium
of how Victorians saw Victoria rather than a biography. Others
have employed the analytical tools of cultural studies. John
Plunkett’s scholarly Queen Victoria: First Media Monarch,"”
examines the role of the media in Queen Victoria’s reign and
analyses how the development of popular media helped re-invent
the monarchy and make it more popular.

There has been a recent shift in biographical writing, that which
examines particular aspects of Victoria’s private life: Lynne Val-
lone’s Becoming Victoria'® and Kate Williams’s Becoming Queen,
for example, both focus on the Queen’s emotional and



