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Elizabeth Cleghorn Stevenson born in Chelsea. 
Removal to Knutsford after mother's death. 
School at Avonbank, Stratford-on-Avon. 
Leaves Avonbank. 
Marries William Gaskell. Removal to Manchester. 
Death of son, William. Begins writing. 
Mary Barton published. 
Cranford and Ruth published. Furore over latter 
prostrates author. 
North and South published. 
The Life of Charlotte Bronte published. Visit to 
Italy. 
Sylvia's Lovers and Cousin Phillis published. 
Death. Wives and Daughters left unfinished. 
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Preliminary remarks 

Mrs. Gaskell holds a secure and merited place among the 
novelists of the nineteenth century. Her novels, written 
in the early years of the Victorian period (from 1848 to 
1865), offer us a record of certain aspects of the daily life 
of her time which, in its observed detail and clear vision, is 
recognizably and uniquely hers, distinguishable from the 
novels of her contemporaries by its firmness, honesty and 
lack of distortion. Her material is the ordinary life of the 
time, her characters normal and typical nineteenth-century 
individuals-the factory hand, the doctor's daughter, the 
farmer, the manufacturer; she is interested in them as indi-
viduals, and the main content of each novel is simply the 
description and exploration of the texture and feel, pres-
sures and demands of their day-to-day existence. She is 
therefore a writer worthy of study in that her novels 
reflect the moods and problems of her society, or that part 
of society which she knew well, with the minimum of 
distortion or exaggeration; as if it was her aim to portray 
in fiction precisely what it felt like to live in the England 
of the early and middle nineteenth century. She avoids the 
extraordinary, the sensational and the false as a general 
rule, dealing rather with real problems, ordinary people, 
likely situations; her presentation is matter-of-fact, her 
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