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Foreword

This book covers an important area of research which highlights the need for a
closer understanding of the European Union’s relationship with its neighbouring
states to the East, particularly so in regard to the Black Sea region which has
strategic significance for economic and political stability for the European
continent as a whole.

The accession of Bulgaria and Romania in 2007 brought the EU to the shores
of the Black Sea and inevitably put the region on its foreign policy agenda. The
conflict in South Ossetia in August 2008 and the Ukrainian energy crisis in early
2009 alerted us to the tensions that exist in the ‘shared neighbourhood’, and which
continue to influence the development of EU-Russia relations. The EU has evolved
a range of initiatives which today comprise its eastern policy, and what makes this
contribution to the literature on this topic especially valuable is the attempt to pull
the various strands together, and to investigate the extent to which the EU has been
successful in creating a coherent and credible approach to the specific policy and
security challenges it faces in the Black Sea region. Energy security is, for many,
the obvious concern but effective conflict prevention and crisis management, and
the more general issues of tackling terrorism, organized crime, illegal immigration
and environmental sustainability, as well as supporting the construction of stable,
democratic and prosperous states represent together a huge set of challenges.
Moreover, geopolitical considerations are also very important, with a range of
other actors as well as the EU actively engaged in the Black Sea region, each
with their own agendas and specific national interests. Russia and Turkey have
historically been the key regional powers but, since the end of the Cold War, the
US has had a major presence, and Ukraine is also aspiring to be a regional player.
It is therefore particularly valuable that this book does not only focus on the EU
but also provides detailed analysis of the role of the other actors in the region and
explores the complex pattern of relationships between them.

The authors bring an impressive range of academic and practitioner-based
expertise to this project, and the editors are to be congratulated for their
achievement in weaving the chapters together to produce a clearly-structured
and focused discussion of the complexities surrounding this important topic.
This book is also a very welcome demonstration of the value of collaborative
research projects between EU specialists and Russian and East European areca
specialists which was the prime motivation for the creation of the EU-Russia
Research Network, supported by the British Association for Slavonic and East
European Studies (BASEES) and the University Association for Contemporary
European Studies (UACES). The result is an exceptionally balanced and
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informative analysis that sets recent EU policy initiatives into the wider
framework of the geopolitics of the region and enables a realistic assessment
to be made of both the opportunities and challenges it is likely to face in the
future.

Jackie Gower (King’s College, London)
and Graham Timmins (University of Stirling)
Coordinators of the BASEES-UACES EU-Russia Research Network
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