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Introduction to the series

History is narrative constructed by historians from traces left by the past. 
Historical enquiry is often driven by contemporary issues and, in con-
sequence, historical narratives are constantly reconsidered, reconstructed 
and reshaped. The fact that different historians have different perspectives on 
issues means that there is also often controversy and no universally agreed 
version of past events. Seminar Studies was designed to bridge the gap between 
current research and debate, and the broad, popular general surveys that 
often date rapidly.

The volumes in the series are written by historians who are not only familiar 
with the latest research and current debates concerning their topic, but who 
have themselves contributed to our understanding of the subject. The books 
are intended to provide the reader with a clear introduction to a major topic 
in history. They provide both a narrative of events and a critical analysis 
of contemporary interpretations. They include the kinds of tools generally 
omitted from specialist monographs: a chronology of events, a glossary of 
terms and brief biographies of ‘who’s who’. They also include bibliographical 
essays in order to guide students to the literature on various aspects of the 
subject. Students and teachers alike will fi nd that the selection of documents 
will stimulate discussion and offer insight into the raw materials used by 
historians in their attempt to understand the past.

Clive Emsley and Gordon Martel
Series Editors
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