


The Socially Skilied 
Child Molester 

Differentiating the Guilty 
from the Falsely Accused 



This page intentionally left blank 



The Socially Skilied 
Child Molester 

Differentiating the Guilty 
from the Falsely Accused 

Carla van Dam, PhD 



0AHIJ GK;CAI@>= ;O
2:MFHJ@ 5H>II 3E<" $# ,CA<> 7JH>>J -AE?@:DJFE 49 $&+#'!$(*#"

8@AI >=AJAFE GK;CAI@>= %#$& ;O 6FKJC>=?>

6FKJC>=?>
8:OCFH 0H:E<AI 1HFKG
)$$ 8@AH= ,L>EK>
4>M 9FHB 49 $##$)

6FKJC>=?>
8:OCFH 0H:E<AI 1HFKG
%) .@KH<@ 6F:= 2FL>
/:IJ 7KII>N -4& %0,

#165.)(+) -4 %0 -/23-05 1 * 5,) $%7.13 !3%0'-4 "3162 %0 -0*13/% &64-0)44

[ '%%* CY ?IF 5BWORTI <RFSS! 6ND# /LL RJHITS RFSFRVFE# :O PBRT OG TIJS WORK MBY CF RFPROEUDFE OR
UTJLJZFE JN BNY GORM OR CY BNY MFBNS! FLFDTRONJD OR MFDIBNJDBL! JNDLUEJNH PIOTODOPYJNH! MJDROGJLM!
BNE RFDOREJNH! OR CY BNY JNGORMBTJON STORBHF BNE RFTRJFVBL SYSTFM! WJTIOUT PFRMJSSJON JN WRJTJNH
GROM TIF PUCLJSIFR#

<@086>53=]> :;?3>
?IF EFVFLOPMFNT! PRFPBRBTJON! BNE PUCLJDBTJON OG TIJS WORK IBS CFFN UNEFRTBKFN WJTI HRFBT DBRF#
5OWFVFR! TIF <UCLJSIFR! FMPLOYFFS! FEJTORS! BNE BHFNTS OG ?IF 5BWORTI <RFSS BRF NOT RFSPONSJCLF
GOR BNY FRRORS DONTBJNFE IFRFJN OR GOR DONSFQUFNDFS TIBT MBY FNSUF GROM USF OG MBTFRJBLS OR
JNGORMBTJON DONTBJNFE JN TIJS WORK# ?IF 5BWORTI <RFSS JS DOMMJTTFE TO TIF EJSSFMJNBTJON OG JEFBS
BNE JNGORMBTJON BDDOREJNH TO TIF IJHIFST STBNEBRES OG JNTFLLFDTUBL GRFFEOM BNE TIF GRFF FXDIBNHF OG
JEFBS# >TBTFMFNTS MBEF BNE OPJNJONS FXPRFSSFE JN TIJS PUCLJDBTJON EO NOT NFDFSSBRJLY RFGLFDT TIF VJFWS
OG TIF <UCLJSIFR! 2JRFDTORS! MBNBHFMFNT! OR STBGG OG ?IF 5BWORTI <RFSS! 6ND#! OR BN FNEORSFMFNT CY
TIFM#

1BSF STUEJFS JN TIJS COOK BRF DOMPOSJTFS CBSFE ON TIOUSBNES OG JNTFRVJFWS# /NY RFSFMCLBNDF TO
BDTUBL PFRSONS! LJVJNH OR EFBE! JS FNTJRFLY DOJNDJEFNTBL#

1OVFR EFSJHN CY 7FNNJGFR 9# 4BSKB#

8JCRBRY OG 1ONHRFSS 1BTBLOHJNH"JN"<UCLJDBTJON 2BTB

VBN 2BM! 1BRLB! &-)%"
?IF SODJBLLY SKJLLFE DIJLE MOLFSTFR. EJGGFRFNTJBTJNH TIF HUJLTY GROM TIF GBLSFLY BDDUSFE $ 1BRLB

VBN 2BM#
P# DM#

6NDLUEFS CJCLJOHRBPIJDBL RFGFRFNDFS BNE JNEFX#
6>0:"&(. -+,"%"+,-%"',%)"& IBRE .BLK# PBPFR 
6>0:"&%. %"+,-%"',%)"% IBRE .BLK# PBPFR 
6>0:"&(. -+,"%"+,-%"',%*", SOGT .BLK# PBPFR 
6>0:"&%. %"+,-%"',%*"- SO GT.BLK# PBPFR 
&# 1IJLE MOLFSTFRS\ <SYDIOLOHY# '# 1RJMJNBL CFIBVJOR! <RFEJDTJON OG# (# 1IJLE SFXUBL BCUSF\

<RFVFNTJON# 6# ?JTLF#
5A*)+%#A(* '%%*
*&*#,)],(*\ ED''

'%%)%&,'(*



CONTENTS 

Preface vii 

Acknowledgments ix 

Introduction xi 

Chapter 1. Understanding the Problem 1 

Child Molesters As Addicts 1 
SeJ:Cual Dependence 4 

Chapter 2. Child Molesters in Their Natural Habitat 7 

The Social Psychopath . 10 
The Eager Beaver 14 
The Saint 23 
The Curmudgeon 25 
Crude Groomers 27 

Chapter 3. Current Practices 31 

Teaching Children to Protect Themselves 
from Being Abused 35 

Taking Offenders to Court 36 

Chapter 4. Not All Child Molesters Are Alike 41 

Groomers 43 
Grabbers 44 

Chapter 5. Common Misperceptions 47 

Definition of Child Sexual Abuse 48 
Explanations 51 

Chapter 6. Accurately Differentiating Danger 59 

The Unchanging Nature ofthe Groomer's Pathology 61 
False Allegations 64 
Gray Areas in Terms of Age and Consent 66 
Age Cutoffs That Decriminalize Child Sexual Abuse 69 



A Groomer Profile: Differentiating Thoughtful 
from Manipulative 70 

Recognizing the Manipulative 72 

Chapter 7. A Framework for Understanding 
Child Sexual Abuse 75 

The Underlying Pattern 75 
Making Information More Visible 78 
How Information Remains Buried 79 
The Framework 81 
The Iceberg 81 

Chapter 8. Interviewing Child Molesters 103 

Identifying Lies 105 
Phony Remorse 108 
Creating Relationship 108 
Inconsistencies 109 
Rehearsed Speech 110 
Too Much Information 111 
Going on the Offensive 112 

Chapter 9. Predicting Risk 113 

Community Notification 114 
What Is Actuarial Data? 115 
Defining Recidivism 118 
Base Rate 120 
Determining Risk 121 
Corroborating Data 122 
The Problem with Numbers 123 

Chapter 10. Incorporating Corroborating Evidence 135 

Victims 138 
Parents 140 
Groups, Organizations, and Officials 141 
Custody Battles 146 
Conclusion 148 

References 151 

Index 155 



Preface 

Socially skilled child molesters use predictable strategies to ingra­
tiate themselves into communities in order to abuse children. By un­
masking their operating techniques, the differences between those 
who molest and those who do not can become visible. This book pro­
vides all adults responsible for protecting children with the necessary 
tools to make the invisible visible and collaborate meaningfully to 
stop child molesters. 
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Introduction 

This book is intended to identify the habits of socially skilled child 
molesters, referred to in this book as "Groomers," who successfully 
ingratiate themselves into the hearts and hornes of adults in order to 
sexually assault children with impunity. Their habits are so predict­
able, their activities so constant, and the harm they cause so exten­
sive, society cannot afford to continue inadvertently enabling their 
misconduct. They are responsible for most child sexual abuse cases, 
yet can only be stopped when communities become trained and edu­
cated to recognize the problem, know what to do, and collaborate 
meaningfully to make the world less safe for child molesters. Co m­
munities that correctly recognize the grooming patterns ofthese mo­
lesters will have children who are less vulnerable to abuse. 

To stop these socially skilIed child molesters, adults need to ensure 
that the eIues seen in isolation by various community members be­
come known rather than remaining invisible or compartmentalized. 
Molesters, whose manipulative manners charm or intimidate adults 
into believing them to be above reproach, can often be identified by 
those familiar with their stereotyped operating methods. While so­
cially ski lied child molesters continue to successfully target whole 
communities, often molesting hundreds of children without being 
stopped, educated adults can make entire communities unsafe for 
them. This can be done by empowering victims, and collaborating ef­
fectively with community members to ensure that all relevant infor­
mation is incorporated into investigations, thereby sen ding a eIear 
message that preying on children will not be tolerated. 

Identifying their methods and recognizing the danger they present 
will be done through a number of case studies that let the reader see 
exactly how they operate. Recommendations are then made on how 
to stop giving these molesters access to children. 

The book is organized into ten chapters outlined as folIows: 
Chapter J, "Understanding the Problem": This chapter focuses on 

recognizing that the well-socialized child molesters, namely the 
Groomers described in this book, behave as if they were addicted to 

Xl 
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having sex with children. U nderstanding this is crucial to improving 
prevention and intervention strategies. Recognizing the addictive na­
ture of their conduct also becomes a necessary underlying component 
to more effectively investigating the cases and more appropriately 
managing community safety precisely because the behavior is much 
more frequent than would be readily visible to those relying only on 

. conviction data to ascertain risk. 
Chapter 2, "Child Molesters in Their Natural Habitat": In this 

chapter a number of representative cases help familiarize the reader 
with the operating styles of the well-socialized child molesters. Be­
coming familiar with the often predictable practices of the Groomers 
under study creates the framework for more effectively preventing 
child sexual abuse, as weIl as intervening earlier in child sexual abu se 
cases. 

This chapter introduces the reader to a number of child molesters 
to see how they typically operate. Such firsthand information reveals 
why they are so successful, and builds the foundation for changing 
management and safety practices. 

This book is based on information from innumerable cases repre­
senting child molesters who successfully operate in every commu­
nity. Readers unfamiliar with the more sordid aspects of child sexual 
abuse may find these stories both unbelievable and unsettling. Even 
those professionals who work with the victims of child sexual abuse 
and the families of these victims often lack detailed information on 
how the child molesters operate, information crucial to working more 
effectively. Many of the cases in this book are composites based on 
thousands of interviews with child molesters. These individuals will 
be referred to by first names only to remind the reader that they are 
composite cases. Relying on composite cases was done because the 
information revealed in the thousands of interviews with offenders, 
with various family members, and with community groups was con­
sistent. Composite profiles, therefore, are seen as a more efficient 
method to convey the information. 

A few stories provided in this book refer to specific offenders. Be­
cause the cases are a matter of public record, these offenders are 
named. The reader should be warned, however, that the composite 
cases are as real as the information revolving around named offend­
ers, and the composite cases should not be perceived as being fic­
tional. The consistency of the practices and strategies of the well­
socialized Groomers being examined in this book are successful be-
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cause of continued public ignorance. Recognizing their operating 
methods is essential· to unmasking them. 

The reader will learn of four composite cases whose stories are 
cliches: Bold Businessman Bob, Marvelous Moving Marvin, Cranky 
Coach Carl, and Divine Dr. Dan. Bottom-feeder Buddy will also be 
introduced to show that not all the child molesters under discussion 
are equa~ly sophisticated. Their stories will be referred to throughout 
the book to exemplify the concealed operating strategies of the 
Groomers. 

Chapter 3, "Current Practiees": This chapter provides the reader 
with information on how child sexual abuse is currently addressed, 
arid how Groomers are now mariaged by the community and the legal 
system. This is essential to showing how the inadequacies of current 
practices spring from key misapprehensions ofthe Groomer phenom­
enon. Elirriinating child sexual abuse requires additional prevention 
and intervention strategies that can only happen once everyone be­
comes familiar with the true dynamies of child sexual abuse. 

Chapter 4, "Not All Child Molesters Are Alike": This chapter 
presents a closer focus on the vocabulary used to describe sexual mis­
conduct to provide greater clarification for examining various kinds 
of risk. Much of the damage to children results from child molesters 
who first carefully groom adults in order to gain access to children. 
This chapter extends and deepens the understanding needed to recog­
nize this Groomer profile to correctly differentiate Groomers from 
Grabbers. 

Chapter 5, "Common Misperceptions": This chapter addresses 
how current practiees allow behaviors and stories often used by the 
Groomers to be excused. Such events are often misunderstood, too 
frequently ignored, or even accepted. Groomer excuses and explana­
tions, when their conduct is challenged, are hackneyed cliehes that 
are often misconstrued as sincere. Everyone needs to know them well 
enough to recognize them when they occur. 

Chapter 6, "Accurately Differentiating Danger": This chapter will 
provide the framework to understand how the behaviors of those who 
are Groomers often vary from those whose conduct should not be 
considered worrisome. Unfortunately, innocent individuals are some­
limes falsely accused of being child molesters. Behavioral patterns 
of successful Groomers frequently vary significantly from those who 
are not child molesters. An informed investigation will usually reveal 
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these differences. Managing such an investigation requires knowing 
what to look for and where to look. This chapter helps the reader dif­
ferentiate the Groomer child molester from someone whose behavior 
should not be considered suspect. 

Much as one can tell where a slug has been by following the trail of 
slime, those who are truly guilty of sexually molesting children typi­
cally leave a slime trail of evidence. U nderstanding how to follow that 
trail will be further accomplished through additional case studies uti­
lized throughout the rest of the book to he1p the reader learn to better 
recognize the behavior habits of Groomers as weIl as to compare 
them to individuals whose behavior is not dangerous. Again, some of 
the cases used will be composites. 

The reader will see Predictable Peter, finally unmasked after fifty 
years of sex-offending conduct, whose addictive behavior represents 
the patterns typically seen among Groomers. On the other hand, both 
Truthful Tim and Innocent Isaac are cases based on innocent people 
mistakenly caught in the pedophile dragnet. Although Innocent Isaac 
is labeled a child molester because his girlfriend is underage, Gary 
Little's story reveals how a careful operator can use those same legal 
limits to his advantage, successfully molesting hundreds of boys, and 
using his knowledge of the law to skirt legal danger while using his 
position of power to access victims. The story of Helpful Harry will 
allow the reader to bettel' differentiate between the helpfulness of the 
kind-hearted person as opposed to the manipulative assistance such 
Groomers as Slippery Sam use, thereby further revealing the Groomer 
Profile. 

Chapter 7, "A Framework for Understanding Child Sexual Abuse": 
In this chapter, the iceberg is provided as an illustration to reveal not 
just the tip, but the "underwater" data as weIl. Revealing the iceberg 
in its entirety inc1udes more of what is actually known about child 
molester behavior by those who encounter them, evidence that rarely 
becomes officially identified but should be incorporated in decision 
making and risk management planning. In other words, rather than 
merely looking at the tip of the iceberg, this framework provides an 
underwater exposure of the larger body of evidence that revolves 
around the .phenomenon of the Groomers' operating strategies re­
sponsible for most child sexual abuse. U nderstanding this framework 
is essential to making necessary changes for more effectively protect­
ing children. 
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Chapter 8, "Interviewing Child Molesters": This chapter helps the 
reader understand that despite the fact that the grooming child mo­
lesters under study are incredibly successful liars, the lies they tell 
can be identified. In fact, their explanations and their strategies are of­
ten predictab.le. Becoming familiar with these patterns will allow the 
reader to know that such stories should ring alarm beUs and suggest 
the need for closer scrutiny. By learning to listen carefully, knowing 
the questions to ask, and paying dose attention to the discrepancies 
and inconsistencies, those who encounter child molesters in their 
hornes and communities or work with them professionally will be 
less gullible. 

Chapter 9, "Predicting Risk": This chapter examines current prac­
tices used for detennining continued risk ofknown child molesters. 
These methods are more closely examined within the context of how the 
Groomers operate, l.ltilizing the framework introduced in Chapter 7, and 
delineating how much of the behavior associated with child sexual abuse 
typically remains invisible to the authorities. Tools currently used to dif­
ferentiate convicted offenders who are dangerous from less dangerous 
individuals rely on evidence that fails to incorporate the rich qualitative 
infonnation known by those who live with the offenders: This informa­
tion is necessary to more thoroughly understand the dilemma, more 
effectively manage the offenders, and more accurately predict the risk 
for further danger. 

Chapter 10, "Incorporating Corroborating Evidence": This chap­
ter will help the reader chart a course of action by reviewing princi­
pIes offered in the previous chapters. It provides strategies that can be 
used by investigators to better access the information about known 
child molesters, and includes a proposal for making the public's 
knowledge more readily available to the authorities. Community net­
working is necessary to help everyone gain access to all the pieces of 
the puzzle that are crucial for protecting children. Such knowledge is 
essential for investigating cases and should be incorporated into treat­
ment planning. Knowledge is important to determining management 
guidelines, and is required to more accurately assess ongoing risk. 

Finally, each sexual abuse victim holds the key to ending the abuse 
of others. Their infonnation can correctly identify offenders whose 
conduct need not be protected, tolerated, or supported. By working 
together with clarity and support, they can help reveal what is truly 
below the tip of the iceberg. 
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Chapter 1 

U nderstanding the Problem 

. CHILD MOLESTERS AS ADDICTS 

To more effectively stop children from ever being abused means 
better understanding child molesters, recognizing how they operate, 
and learning how they think and feel. The kinds of child molesters de­
scribed in this book, those who commit most of the sexual assaults 
against children (Salter, 2003; Bolen, 2001), behave as sexual addicts 
who continuously fantasize about having sex withchildren, are sexu­
ally aroused to children, and enjoy getting away with it (Carnes, 
1983, 1996; Flora, 2001). Viewing their compulsive behavior as be­
ing like an addiction, in this case being addicted to having sex with 
children, in the same manner as one would view heroin addicts who 
are addieted to heroin, helps provide a framework to more accurately 
understand the behavior. Those familiar with addictions recognize 
that the addietion drives the behavior because every act is directed at 
obtaining greater access to the drug of choiee. For that reason, addicts 
primarily associate with people who can help them facilitate that 
goal, and do not tolerate those who interfere with that goal. The child 
molesters described in this book similarly priinarily associate with 
adults who can provide them with access to children, or who can help 
them polish their image with parents so they can have access to chil­
dren. 

The child molesters described in this book are no different from 
any other addict, but in this case everything about their behavior is 
ruled by their desire to have sex with children; every encounter with 
adults facilitates that goal. Every activity is designed to get better ac­
cess to children. The smarter, rieher, more socially ski lIed these child 
molesters, the greater success they experience. The addictive nature 
of their behavior ensures that they continuously ·engage in activities 
to access children, to molest children, and to avoid getting caught. 

1 


