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Large or small, old EU member or new, and even EU member state or not – political
economies across Southern Europe have been increasingly but distinctively ‘Europea-
nised’. In political, public and scholarly debates on processes of Europeanisation,
Southern Europe invariably features as the area of concern. These concerns have been all
the more heightened when the current sovereign debt crisis disproportionately hit this
‘flaky fringe’.
This volume systematically investigates the dynamics of Europeanisation in the

‘Southern Periphery’ by tracing the domestic constellations of ideas, interests and
institutions over the course of the 2000s which came to a close with the crisis. Bring-
ing together a multidisciplinary team of leading specialists, the volume focuses on the
political economy of public policy reform in Greece, Italy, Malta, Portugal, Spain and
Turkey. In order to allow for cross-case comparisons, these original country studies
follow a common template framed by what the Editors call the ‘Europeanisation as
research programme’. The volume casts empirical light on the causes of the crisis in
these cases as well as the past legacies conditioning their responses to the crisis. Its
conclusions point to variegated patterns of Europeanisation in different policy areas
across Southern Europe.
This volume will be of interest to students and scholars of European integration,

European political economy, European public policy and comparative politics as well as
specialists of Southern Europe.
This book was previously published as a special issue of South European Society and

Politics.
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The parallel regime transitions of the 1970s, when Southern Europe was the vanguard
of the ‘third wave’ of democratisation, the impact of EU membership and Europeani-
sation and more recently, the region’s central role in the eurozone crisis have all made
Southern Europe a distinctive area of interest for social science scholars. The South
European Society and Politics book series promotes new empirical research into the
domestic politics and society of South European states. The series, open to a broad
range of social science approaches, offers comparative thematic volumes covering the
region as a whole and on occasion, innovative single-country studies. Its geographical
scope includes both ‘old’ and ‘new’ Southern Europe, defined as Italy, Greece, Portugal,
Spain, Cyprus, Malta and Turkey.
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