


Sport and Communities

Over the past three decades there has been widespread commitment to an under-
standing that sport can play a key role in community development. The role of sport
within communities has been promoted with a wide range of goals in mind. These
include environmental outcomes, encouragement of civic pride, enhancement of perso-
nal confidence and self-esteem, and the promotion of social cohesion, as well as the
fostering of a fit and healthy workforce.
To address these issues, a number of programmes have been funded and supported to

develop the role of sport in communities worldwide and to increase participation and
access to sport and physical activities in disadvantaged areas. In addition we are wit-
nessing the development of new sports communities through social media including
Twitter and Facebook.
The belief is that we need to revisit the concept of ‘community and sport’ and

investigate our current understanding of these terms in view of the evolving role of
sport in a range of national settings. This book will present a platform upon which this
process can begin and offer a fundamental re-evaluation of the relationship that cur-
rently exists between sport and communities throughout selected parts of the world.
This book was previously published as a special issue of Sport in Society.
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national identity, the politics of sport and sport governance.

Sean F. Brown received his PhD in 2013 from Northeastern University, Boston, USA.
His primary research interests include sport and community, social capital and urban
sociology. He currently works as a Postdoctoral Fellow at the University of Chicago,
where he is exploring links between social capital and low-income families.



This page intentionally left blank



Sport and Communities

Edited by
David Hassan and Sean F. Brown



First published 2014
by Routledge
2 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 4RN, UK

and by Routledge
711 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017, USA

Routledge is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group, an informa business

© 2014 Taylor & Francis

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or reproduced or utilised in any form or by any
electronic, mechanical, or other means, now known or hereafter invented, including photocopying and
recording, or in any information storage or retrieval system, without permission in writing from the
publishers.

Trademark notice: Product or corporate names may be trademarks or registered trademarks, and are used
only for identification and explanation without intent to infringe.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN 13: 978-0-415-57165-4

Typeset in Times New Roman
by Taylor & Francis Books

Publisher’s Note
The publisher accepts responsibility for any inconsistencies that may have arisen during the conversion of this
book from journal articles to book chapters, namely the possible inclusion of journal terminology.

Disclaimer
Every effort has been made to contact copyright holders for their permission to reprint material in this book.
The publishers would be grateful to hear from any copyright holder who is not here acknowledged and will
undertake to rectify any errors or omissions in future editions of this book.



Contents

Series Page vii
Citation Information xi

1. Sport and communities: an introduction
David Hassan 1

2. Sport, community involvement and social support
Matthew Nicholson, Kevin Brown and Russell Hoye 6

3. How do youth sports facilitate the creation of parental social ties?
Sean F. Brown 23

4. Working together through sport? Local authority provision for ethnic
minorities in the UK
Jamie A. Cleland 38

5. What does commitment mean to volunteers in youth sport organizations?
Terry Engelberg, James Skinner and Dwight Zakus 52

6. The mobilizing effects and health benefits of proximity sport facilities:
urban and environmental analysis of the Bleu, Blanc, Bouge project and
Montreal North’s outdoor rink
Romain Roult, Jean Marc Adjizian, Sylvain Lefebvre and Lucie Lapierre 68

7. Sport and community integration in Northern Ireland
David Hassan and Rachael Telford 89

8. Women’s toplessness on the Red Mile, Calgary, May–June 2004
Mary Valentich 102

9. Volunteer roles, involvement and commitment in voluntary sport
organizations: evidence of core and peripheral volunteers
Caroline Ringuet-Riot, Graham Cuskelly, Chris Auld and
Dwight H. Zakus 116

10. Epilogue: the not-so-hidden complexity of the sport-community
connection
Sean F. Brown 134

Index 139

v



This page intentionally left blank



SPORT IN THE GLOBAL SOCIETY –
CONTEMPORARY PERSPECTIVES

Series Editor: Boria Majumdar

SPORT AND COMMUNITIES



Sport in the Global Society – Contemporary Perspectives
Series Editor: Boria Majumdar

The social, cultural (including media) and political study of sport is an expanding area
of scholarship and related research. While this area has been well served by the Sport
in the Global Society series, the surge in quality scholarship over the last few years has
necessitated the creation of Sport in the Global Society: Contemporary Perspectives.
The series will publish the work of leading scholars in fields as diverse as sociology,
cultural studies, media studies, gender studies, cultural geography and history, political
science and political economy. If the social and cultural study of sport is to receive the
scholarly attention and readership it warrants, a cross-disciplinary series dedicated to
taking sport beyond the narrow confines of physical education and sport science aca-
demic domains is necessary. Sport in the Global Society: Contemporary Perspectives
will answer this need.

Titles in the Series

Australian Sport
Antipodean Waves of Change
Edited by Kristine Toohey and

Tracy Taylor

Australia’s Asian Sporting Context
1920s and 1930s
Edited by Sean Brawley and Nick Guoth

Bearing Light: Flame Relays and the
Struggle for the Olympic Movement

Edited by John J. MacAloon

‘Critical Support’ for Sport
Bruce Kidd

Disability in the Global Sport Arena
A Sporting Chance
Edited by Jill M. Clair

Diversity and Division – Race, Ethnicity
and Sport in Australia

Christopher J. Hallinan

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion in Sport
and Leisure

Edited by Katherine Dashper and
Thomas Fletcher

Documenting the Beijing Olympics
Edited by D.P. Martinez and

Kevin Latham

Ethnicity and Race in Association
Football

Case Study analyses in Europe, Africa
and the USA

Edited by David Hassan

viii



Fan Culture in European Football and the
Influence of Left Wing Ideology

Edited by Peter Kennedy and
David Kennedy

Football in Brazil
Edited by Martin Curi

Football in Southeastern Europe
From Ethnic Homogenization to

Reconciliation
Edited by John Hughson and

Fiona Skillen

Football Supporters and the
Commercialisation of
Football

Comparative Responses across Europe
Edited by Peter Kennedy and

David Kennedy

Football’s Relationship with Art: The
Beautiful Game?

John E. Hughson

Forty Years of Sport and Social Change,
1968-2008

“To Remember is to Resist”
Edited by Russell Field and Bruce Kidd

Global Perspectives on Football in Africa
Visualising the Game
Edited by Susann Baller,

Giorgio Miescher and
Ciraj Rassool

Global Sport Business
Community Impacts of Commercial

Sport
Edited by Hans Westerbeek

Governance, Citizenship and the New
European Football Championships

The European Spectacle
Edited by Wolfram Manzenreiter and

Georg Spitaler

Indigenous People, Race Relations and
Australian Sport

Edited by Christopher J. Hallinan and
Barry Judd

Olympic Reform Ten Years Later
Edited by Heather Dichter and

Bruce Kidd

Perspectives on Sport and Music
Edited by Anthony Bateman

Reflections on Process Sociology and
Sport

‘Walking the Line’
Joseph Maguire

Soccer in the Middle East
Edited by Issam Khalidi and Alon Raab

South Africa and the Global Game
Football, Apartheid and Beyond
Edited by Peter Alegi and

Chris Bolsmann

Sport – Race, Ethnicity and Identity
Building Global Understanding
Edited by Daryl Adair

Sport and Communities
Edited by David Hassan and Sean Brown

Sport, Culture and Identity in the State of
Israel

Edited by Yair Galily and
Amir Ben-Porat

Sport in Australian National Identity
Kicking Goals
Tony Ward

Sport in the City
Cultural Connections
Edited by Michael Sam and

John E. Hughson

SPORT IN THE GLOBAL SOCIETY SERIES PAGES

ix

F.



Sport, Memory and Nationhood in Japan
Remembering the Glory Days
Edited by Andreas Niehaus and

Christian Tagsold

The Changing Face of Cricket
From Imperial to Global Game
Edited by Dominic Malcolm,

Jon Gemmell and
Nalin Mehta

The Consumption and Representation of
Lifestyle Sports

Edited by Belinda Wheaton

The Containment of Soccer in Australia
Fencing Off the World Game
Edited by Christopher J. Hallinan and

John E. Hughson

The History of Motor Sport
A Case Study Analysis
Edited by David Hassan

The Making of Sporting Cultures
John E. Hughson

The Olympic Movement and the Sport of
Peacemaking

Edited by Ramón Spaaij and
Cindy Burleson

The Other Sport Mega-Event: Rugby
World Cup 2011

Edited by Steven J. Jackson

The Politics of Sport
Community, Mobility, Identity
Edited by Paul Gilchrist and

Russell Holden

The Politics of Sport in South Asia
Edited by Subhas Ranjan Chakraborty,

Shantanu Chakrabarti and
Kingshuk Chatterjee

The Social Impact of Sport
Edited by Ramón Spaaij

Towards a Social Science of Drugs in
Sport

Edited by Jason Mazanov

Twenty20 and the Future of Cricket
Edited by Chris Rumford

Who Owns Football?
The Governance and Management of the

Club Game Worldwide
Edited by David Hassan and Sean Hamil

Why Minorities Play or Don’t Play
Soccer

A Global Exploration
Edited by Kausik Bandyopadhyay

Women’s Football in the UK
Continuing with Gender Analyses
Edited by Jayne Caudwell

Women’s Sport in Africa
Edited by John Bale and Michelle Sikes

SPORT IN THE GLOBAL SOCIETY SERIES PAGES

x



Citation Information

The chapters in this book were originally published in Sport in Society, volume 17,
issue 4 (January 2014). When citing this material, please use the original page num-
bering for each article, as follows:

Chapter 1
Sport and communities: an introduction
David Hassan
Sport in Society, volume 17, issue 4 (January 2014) pp. 1–5

Chapter 2
Sport, community involvement and social support
Matthew Nicholson, Kevin Brown and Russell Hoye
Sport in Society, volume 17, issue 4 (January 2014) pp. 6–22

Chapter 3
How do youth sports facilitate the creation of parental social ties?
Sean F. Brown
Sport in Society, volume 17, issue 4 (January 2014) pp. 23–37

Chapter 4
Working together through sport? Local authority provision for
ethnic minorities in the UK
Jamie A. Cleland
Sport in Society, volume 17, issue 4 (January 2014) pp. 38–51

Chapter 5
What does commitment mean to volunteers in youth sport
organizations?
Terry Engelberg, James Skinner and Dwight Zakus
Sport in Society, volume 17, issue 4 (January 2014) pp. 52–67

Chapter 6
The mobilizing effects and health benefits of proximity sport facilities:
urban and environmental analysis of the Bleu, Blanc, Bouge project
and Montreal North’s outdoor rink
Romain Roult, Jean Marc Adjizian, Sylvain Lefebvre and
Lucie Lapierre
Sport in Society, volume 17, issue 4 (January 2014) pp. 68–88

xi



Chapter 7
Sport and community integration in Northern Ireland
David Hassan and Rachael Telford
Sport in Society, volume 17, issue 4 (January 2014) pp. 89–101

Chapter 8
Women’s toplessness on the Red Mile, Calgary, May–June 2004
Mary Valentich
Sport in Society, volume 17, issue 4 (January 2014) pp. 102–115

Chapter 9
Volunteer roles, involvement and commitment in voluntary sport
organizations: evidence of core and peripheral volunteers
Caroline Ringuet-Riot, Graham Cuskelly, Chris Auld and
Dwight H. Zakus
Sport in Society, volume 17, issue 4 (January 2014) pp. 116–133

Chapter 10
Epilogue: the not-so-hidden complexity of the sport-community
connection
Sean F. Brown
Sport in Society, volume 17, issue 4 (January 2014) pp. 134–138

Please direct any queries you may have about the citations to
clsuk.permissions@cengage.com

CITATION INFORMATION

xii

mailto:permissions@cengage.com


Sport and communities: an introduction

David Hassan

Ulster Sports Academy, University of Ulster Jordanstown, Shore Road, Newtownabbey, County
Antrim BT37 0QN, UK

While there has been considerable academic and popular coverage of the perceived
importance of community identity in the lives of ordinary citizens, such analysis is
problematical due to a conceptual and theoretical deficiency around the very use and
understanding of the term. There has been a failure to fully operationalize and thus
objectify (for measurement) some of the contributing elements of this term, which is of
concern to sports scholars as it is often sport that is used as a proxy measurement of the
precise strength of a community’s vibrancy and connectedness. The latter part of this
introductory piece details common themes and issues of note that emerge throughout
the course of the ensuing compendium of published works, which essentially cohere
around issues of sport in society, volunteerism and identity.

Introduction

It seems that there is near-universal agreement regarding the importance of community

identity in the lives of everyday citizens. This appears even more pronounced when, amid a

growing sense of dislocation on the part of some, traditional forms of connecting individuals

with established and real communities – in the geo-political sense – are themselves

becoming more difficult to define. Of course, there are many and varied forms of commun-

ities and these are established along a diverse set of identity markers, often cohering around

common interests or causes, and they can exist in a physical or virtual space. One of the most

readily available means of demonstrating a sense of community identity is through

involvement in sport. Support for a local sports club, representing it in regional or national

competitions, volunteering to ensure its survival or simply recognizing its importance in the

lives of others are all examples of how sport can serve to offer a focal point for an otherwise

increasingly fragmented society (Collins 2003, Collins 2004). What is remarkable therefore,

amid this broad agreement concerning the centrality of community identity, is the failure of

most to properly define and capture what they mean through the use of the term. An inability

to agree a logical basis for future research in this field does little to assist the arguments of

those who suggest that an erosion of community identity is taking place, and while some can

perhaps offer anecdotal evidence to support their assertions, they are otherwise unable to

present any empirical evidence to substantiate their beliefs.

It should be said that this entire premise – the assumption that any threat to one’s

participation and engagement in community life is best resisted – is based on the received

wisdom that remaining part of a community, either physically or virtually constituted, is

inherently desirable. This represents something of a value judgement but equally is a

commonly held view often informed by an at-times irrational assumption that the

unrelenting advance of modernization automatically equates to the ‘loss’ of something

valuable or constitutes a societal advance ‘away from’ that which is considered worth
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holding dear. There is also a misplaced belief that a concomitant sense of anxiety, again

concerning the erosion of community-based identities, somehow represents a recent

phenomenon. In fact, this is far from the case. Questions of identity have always been

appropriated broadly into two fields – those who argue ‘community’ can only be

understood with reference to a territorially based interrogation of the term and, in contrast,

advocates of a broader definition of the concept, which includes members of established,

evolving or emerging social networks constituted by like-minded personnel who take little

account of national or regional boundaries.

Irrespective of how the term is understood, there nevertheless remains a considerable

debate concerning the perceived importance of community identity and, it seems, an

equally worthwhile examination of whether the term is best understood as an empirical

concept, i.e. one that can be measured and thus tracked, or an analytical concept, regarding

the importance of what might otherwise be understood as an ‘imagined’ sense of identity.

Simply put, in the absence of an objective set of measures against which individuals may

wish to gauge their sense of identity, it is difficult to establish the rise, fall or even presence

of a sense of community identity. Moreover, if we accept the seemingly pre-eminent

claims in support of a preservation of community-based identities, where precisely this

leaves other forms of identity construction, among them social, gender or national forms,

and all of which invoke a strong sense attachment, inclusion and comparative homogeneity,

is another issue.

Sport and community identity

Building on this theme, it is too often claimed, in the absence of any serious supporting

evidence, that sport exercises a role in maintaining a sense of community identity.

Moreover, in the opinions of some, sport may even promote and enhance this imagined

sense of identity (Commission on the European Communities 2007). This is an often

universally held view, again in spite of the lack of an agreed conceptual or theoretical

understanding of what is meant by community identity. In a similar vein, there exists a

variously and largely untested thesis suggesting that involvement in sports or the mere

presence of sporting opportunities that accentuate the presence of a community is again

inherently desirable. On this basis, large amounts of financial support from sovereign

governments have been deployed to underwrite policy decisions of an occasionally

questionable form, often aimed at using sport to address isolation, division or

marginalization ‘away from’ such imagined communities. In fact, it is only comparatively

recently that a more critical body of academic literature has emerged and persuaded those

engaged in this practice to pause, reflect and seek a more empirically considered way

forward (Coalter 2007a, 2007b). This is important not only for sport’s role in society but

also for the substance of society itself as the ready conflation of desirable outcomes

thought to emerge from involvement in sport are readily overwritten onto society as a

whole. It is as if the mere provision of sport creates, through a process of extension, a

‘better’ society, defined by a more socially responsible population, a reduction in anti-

social behaviour and a more enlightened approach, for example to the plight of ethnic

minorities.

As a result, it could be argued that sport’s role in the production and reproduction of

community identities has in fact been somewhat overstated. There are a range of other

similarly sized bodies existing in most communities that present opportunities for groups

to cohere around, which do not retain some of the exclusionary practices often witnessed

around sport. Then again, few elicit the emotion of sporting attachment, especially those
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designed to promote partisanship. Much of this may prove to be ephemeral, jingoistic or

even exclusionary but, in fairness, there is perhaps something surrounding this process that

merits the recognition of sport’s capacity to encourage a common cause, to reflect on one’s

attachment to a broader aspiration or simply to experience a sense of meaningful

association in their lives. This in turn gives rise to a range of other desirable outcomes,

including volunteerism, the production of social capital (both bonding and bridging) and

enhanced levels of integration more generally (Nicholson and Hoye 2008). Indeed,

volunteers are widely regarded as being a core component of locally based, national and

international sporting delivery. A widely held view, evidenced within some current

literature, suggests that the majority of sporting organizations worldwide would simply

fail to operate in an efficient and effective manner were it not for the work of volunteers.

Thus, it could be argued, the focus should be less on the elusive attachment to community

identity per se and more on the maintenance or creation of a better society for all through

the role sport plays in encouraging willing volunteerism (with all its commensurate

benefits) within the population at large.

The collection

It is of little surprise therefore that a collection examining sport’s contribution to society

would contain a number of articles dealing specifically with the place of volunteers.

It begins with the work of Matt Nicholson, who considers the relationship between sport

and non-sporting community-based activities and their respective levels of perceived

social support. In so doing, he draws upon a vast empirical data-set and thus confidently

concludes that the role played by sport in the production of social capital, relative to other

community-based activities, has perhaps been overstated. Using a multidimensional scale

of perceived support as a means of measuring social capital, Nicholson argues that sport

occupies something of the middle ground in relation to community-based social capital

production and is certainly not the sole platform upon which this may emerge as a

by-product of volunteer activity.

This issue of sport’s role in the production of social capital is further unpacked by

Brown who, through a discrete but no less insightful, examination of a Little League

baseball club in New Mexico demonstrates the often overlooked capacity of young

children to generate social capital for their parents. The former’s participation in sport, in

this case Little League baseball, creates a context in which parents, with broadly similar

aspirations for their children, come together, socialize and establish bonds. While these

bonds may be of varying strengths, Brown’s work nonetheless makes an extremely

valuable contribution because it highlights mechanisms and strategies employed by

parents, vicariously deployed through their children’s sporting lives, to expand their own

social networks and generate enhanced levels of social capital.

The strong empirical nature to this collection continues through the work of Jamie

Clelland and his critical analysis of the role played by local government authorities in the

UK when advancing strategies designed to increase participation rates in sport among

ethnic minority groupings. There has been a long-held view that local borough councils in

Britain could do more to respond to the challenges of multiculturalism, which remains a

common concern among advocacy groups operating across a range of European countries.

Yet Cleland notes that despite their best efforts, barriers to participation still remain and

leaders of organizations representing minority groups are becoming increasingly

exasperated at the failure (or reluctance) to make proper sporting provision for members

of societies as a whole.
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