


LATE CLASSICAL AND EARLY
HELLENISTIC CORINTH, 338–196 B.C.

Late Classical and Early Hellenistic Corinth, 338–196 B.C. challenges the perception
that the Macedonians’ advent and continued presence in Corinth amounted to
a loss of significance and autonomy. Immediately after Chaironeia, Philip II
and his son Alexander III established close relations with Corinth and certain
leading citizens on the basis of goodwill (eunoia). Mutual benefits and respect
characterized their discourse throughout the remainder of the early Hellenistic
period; this was neither a period of domination or decline, nor one in which
the Macedonians deprived Corinthians of their autonomy. Instead, Corinth
flourished while the Macedonians possessed the city. It was the site of a vast
building program, much of which must be construed as the direct result of
Macedonian patronage; evidence suggests strongly that those Corinthians who
supported the Macedonians enjoyed great prosperity under them. Corinth’s
strategic location made it an integral part of the Macedonians’ strategy to
establish and maintain hegemony over the mainland Greek peninsula after
Philip II’s victory at Chaironeia. The Macedonian dynasts and kings who later
possessed Corinth also valued its strategic position, and they regarded it as an
essential component in their efforts to claim legitimacy due to its association
with the Argead kings Philip II and Alexander III the Great and the League of
Corinth they established.

This study explicates the nature of the relationship between the Corinthians
and the Macedonians that developed in the aftermath of Chaironeia, through
the defeat at the battle of Kynoskephalai and the declaration of Greek freedom
at Isthmia in 196 B.C. Late Classical and Early Hellenistic Corinth is not simply
the history of a single polis; it draws upon the extant literary, epigraphic, prosop-
ographic, topographic, numismatic, architectural, and archaeological evidence
to place Corinth within the broader Hellenistic world. This volume, the first
full treatment of the city in this period, contributes significantly to the growing
body of scholarly literature focusing on the Hellenistic world and is a crucial
resource for specialists in late Classical and early Hellenistic history.

Michael D. Dixon is Associate Professor of History at the University of
Southern Indiana, USA.
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CORINTH, “THE GATEWAY
OF ISTHMIAN POSEIDON”

(PINDAR OL . 13.4–5)

Between the battles of Chaironeia (338 B.C.) and Kynoskephalai (198 B.C.) several
different Macedonian dynasts and kings possessed Corinth. Their presence
there was interrupted only once, when in 243 Aratos of Sikyon captured Acro-
corinth and expelled the Macedonian garrison. Before recounting Aratos’ cap-
ture of Corinth’s citadel, Plutarch (Arat. 16.5–6) astutely assessed its potential
value:

when Acrocorinth, which is a lofty hill springing up at this center of
Greece, is held by a garrison, it hinders and cuts off all the country
south of the Isthmos from intercourse, transits, and the carrying on of
military expeditions by land and sea, and makes him who controls the
place with a garrison sole lord of Greece.

(B. Perrin, trans., Loeb Classical Library)

It is certain that whoever controlled Corinth and its citadel possessed one of
the most strategically located positions within the Greek peninsula. Plutarch’s
assessment, however, only tells half the story, when one considers that a foreign
power with a garrison could exploit Corinth’s full potential when it had
secured the support, cooperation, and loyalty of its citizens. Demetrios Polior-
ketes, for example, captured Corinth from Kassandros’ garrison, only with the
assistance of some Corinthians within the city. Kassandros held the citadel,
but he had not won the loyalty of those Corinthians who colluded with
Demetrios.

The Macedonians who possessed Corinth, or sought to capture it, did so on
account of its potential or perceived strategic value. Corinth provided a strongly
fortified position at the crossroads of Greece that allowed one controlling it to
check movement of troops into and out of the Peloponnese, as Plutarch
observed. This monograph traces the history of Corinth in the late Classical
and early Hellenistic periods, years in which the Macedonians possessed the
city and affected it in many ways. In many ways Acrocorinth and its strategic
value constantly loom over the story of their presence in Corinth. Late
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Classical and Early Hellenistic Corinth addresses the period in which the
Macedonians possessed Corinth and it has three primary aims.

The first is to provide an account of Corinth in the late Classical and early
Hellenistic periods that addresses its political, military, and economic histories.
No such account has been written previously and one is sorely needed. Its
second goal is to understand fully why the Macedonians desired so strongly to
possess Corinth and why they endeavored so fiercely to maintain it. Corinth’s
strategic value is virtually self-evident, as Plutarch has demonstrated. The
possession of Corinth offered many other benefits to various Macedonians that
will be explored below. None of these benefits, however, could be exploited
fully or realized completely without possessing also the goodwill of the Cor-
inthians, or at least a powerful faction of its demos. Lastly, the third goal is to
comprehend how the Macedonians’ presence within Corinth affected its citi-
zens. A pro-Macedonian faction within the city certainly reaped the rewards of
their support. The methods by which the Macedonians sought to maintain
control of Corinth, and the benefits they bestowed upon the pro-Macedonians,
as they can be traced between the battles of Chaironeia and Kynoskephalai, shed
valuable light on the effect that their presence had upon the Corinthian demos.

Late Classical and Early Hellenistic Corinth is neither an “antiquarian”
exercise nor a simple retelling of what happened at Corinth within this period.
A diachronic approach toward Corinth’s relationship with the Macedonian kings
who possessed it between 338 and 243 and again between 224 and 196, as well
as the Achaian koinon to which it belonged between 243 and 224, constitutes
the framework around which this analysis is developed. The effect that the
Macedonians’ and Achaians’ advent had upon the polis, its inhabitants, and its
chora is explored to understand more clearly Corinth’s position and signifi-
cance within the early Hellenistic world. It explores why some Macedonians
possessing Corinth succeeded in using it to control the Greek peninsula and
why others failed. Ultimately the answers to these questions depend heavily
upon the nature of the relationship that any of the Macedonians who pos-
sessed Corinth had developed with the Corinthians. Those kings and dynasts
who had established and nurtured a relationship founded upon displays of
reciprocal goodwill were the most successful at maintaining control of Corinth
and securing their positions within the Greek peninsula.

Eunoia

Isokrates (5.68) had advised Philip II that “it is much better to gain this
[eunoia] than to seize many Greek cities by force.”1 Philip, according to Diodoros
(16.3.3), “was gentle in his intercourse with men and he sought to win over the
crowds to the greatest eunoia (εἰς τὴν μεγίστην εὔνοιαν) through gifts and
promises.” The concept of eunoia that Philip was advised to utilize and is said
to have employed defines the Corinthians’ relations with the Macedonians
more than any other. Eunoia represents a condition of goodwill that exists
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between two individuals, a state and an individual, or even two states. This con-
dition, which euergetism or reciprocal exchange of benefactions defines, is
established over time.2 It is evident that Philip and Alexander, as well as their
successors, heeded Isokrates’ counsel concerning their relations with Corinth.
Philip had utilized skillfully this type of relationship elsewhere and he had refined
his use of it by the time he came to possess Corinth.3 The pro-Macedonian Cor-
inthians consistently displayed to the king their own benefactions through
their loyalty to him. Philip crafted these relationships that involved the recip-
rocal exchange of benefactions to establish goodwill between himself and
others. While this might create the perception of a balanced relationship, it is
important to remember that the two parties in this relationship were not equal
partners.

Alexander the Great was as adept as his father was in utilizing the principle
of reciprocal goodwill with the Greek poleis and others.4 The Argeadai forged
this relationship with pro-Macedonian Corinthians in the aftermath of Chaironeia
and, in doing so, secured their loyalty that was essential in maintaining pos-
session of this strategically and politically important location. Their success in
this enterprise allowed the Argeadai to exploit fully the benefits that the pos-
session of Corinth offered. Their relationship established the precedent for
subsequent interaction between Macedonians and Corinthians, but not all of
their successors were as successful in developing and maintaining the levels of
goodwill that the Argeadai had established.

The two decades following Alexander’s death, for example, were ones in
which several Diadochoi possessed Corinth, and in most cases they established
associations with the pro-Macedonian Corinthians through acts of euergetism.
Their attempts, however, typically fell short of the successes that the Argeadai
had achieved. The Diadochoi had desired to control Corinth and to secure the
goodwill and loyalty of at least a powerful faction of Corinthians for many of
the same reasons that the Argeadai had. They wished to possess the strategic-
ally important Acrocorinth, but they also utilized control of Corinth to associate
themselves with the Argeadai and legitimize their claims to dynasty and king-
ship. Their failures can be attributed to many factors, and they are reflected in
the frequency that control of Corinth shifted from one dynast to another.
Demetrios Poliorketes, however, was unlike his contemporaries. He captured
Corinth in 303 and restored reciprocal goodwill with the pro-Antigonid Cor-
inthians that was preserved unbroken for more than five decades. The break
occurred when Aratos and the Achaians expelled the Macedonians from
Corinth and attached it to their koinon. The Achaian interlude (243–224)
interrupted the Macedonians’ presence at Corinth and the Corinthians’ receipt
of the benefits they received from the latter. Achaian possession of Corinth also
highlighted to the Corinthians how well they had fared under the Macedonians,
as the Achaians never engaged the Corinthians in a discourse founded upon
reciprocal goodwill. When the Antigonids recovered Corinth they restored a
state of goodwill with the pro-Antigonid Corinthians. The kings of the
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