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Hate Crime

This short, accessible text takes on the global and pervasive phenomenon of hate
crimes and hypothesizes potential fixes. Iganski and Levin detail evidence of hate
violence in the 21st century, particularly religious hatred, ethnic, racial and xenopho-
bic hatred, violence on the basis of sexual orientation and sexual identity, disablist
violence, and violence against women, using the most recently published data from
cross-national surveys produced by international organizations. This is an ideal addi-
tion to any course on social problems, violence, or hate crimes.

Paul Iganski, Ph.D., is Professor of Criminology and Criminal Justice in the Lan-
caster University Law School, UK, and a member of the ESRC Centre for Corpus
Approaches to Social Science at Lancaster. For a decade-and-a-half he has specialized
in research, writing, teaching, and public engagement about hate crime. His books
include Hate Crime and the City, Hate Crimes Against London’s Jews, and the edited
volumes Hate Crime: The Consequences of Hate Crime, and The Hate Debate. He
mostly conducts his research in collaboration with, or commissioned by, NGOs and
the equalities sector in the UK and internationally. At Lancaster University he teaches
courses on criminological perspectives on violence, and hate crime, human rights and
the State.

Jack Levin, Ph.D., is an Emeritus Professor of Sociology and Criminology and
Co-director of the Brudnick Center on Violence and Conflict at Northeastern Uni-
versity, where he teaches courses in the sociology of violence and hate. Levin has
authored or co-authored more than 30 books, including Why We Hate, Hate Crimes:
The Rising Tide of Bigotry and Bloodshed, and The Violence of Hate. Dr Levin was
honored by the Massachusetts Council for Advancement and Support of Education as
its “Professor of the Year” and by the American Sociological Association for his con-
tributions to the public understanding of sociology. He has also received awards from
the Eastern Sociological Society, Association of Clinical and Applied Sociology, and
Society for the Study of Social Problems.
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Glossary

al-Qaeda: a violent Islamist group established by Osama bin Laden in the late 1980s.

Al Shabab: an Islamist terrorist group originating in Somalia, also suspected of violent
attacks in Kenya, which has claimed to be allied with al-Qaeda.

caliphate: an Islamic political and religious state. Historically, an empire from the 7th
to the 13th centuries, at times covering southwest Asia, the Middle East, North
Africa, and Spain.

Council of Europe: an independent international organization headquartered in
Strasbourg with membership from 47 countries in Europe, established to promote
democracy and protect human rights and the rule of law in Europe (see: http://
www.coe.int/en/).

Crusades: a series of expeditionary wars under the banner of Christianity from 1096
to the latter 13th century, undertaken to recapture the Holy Land and other parts
of the Middle East from Muslim domination.

disablist: manifesting discrimination, hostility, or prejudice against people with
disabilities.

ethnic cleansing: actions to create ethnically or religiously homogeneous territory
by terrorizing and forcibly displacing people from particular ethnic or religious
communities.

European Commission against Racism and Intolerance: a human rights body of
the Council of Europe consisting of independent experts, established to monitor
and report on racial, ethnic, and xenophobic intolerance and discrimination (see:
hetp://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/default_en.asp).

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights: a decentralized agency of the
European Union established to provide expert advice to EU institutions and
Member States concerning fundamental rights, discrimination, and access to
justice (see: http://fra.europa.cu/en).

European Union Minorities and Discrimination Survey: undertaken by the Euro-
pean Union Agency for Fundamental Rights in 2008, the first survey to systemati-
cally interview face-to-face minority ethnic and religious groups in all European
Union Member States.
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