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E d ito r’ s introduction 
 

 
K a rl   M arx    (18  18  -8  3 ) d    id     not  w   rite   a  comp reh ensive  or   even 

ex emp lary w   ork o f p  olitical th eory. Instead   h e ad  d    ressed   h im self as a  p  

olitical  agent to  a  p olitics  o f d    emocratic  constitu tionalism  and 

revolu tionary  commu nism, and   to a d    etailed    critiqu e o f th e econ 

omics o f th e d    ay. It is  from th ose w   orks th at h is contribu tions to 

p olitical th eory can be  constru cted   and   assessed  . 
 

 
M anifesto  o f the  Communist P arty 

 

M arx  h as  left u   s  one  w   ork th at  ou tlines  h is  view  s - Manifesto  o f 

the Communist P a rty , first p  u  blish ed   in  18 48 . T h is  small p amp h 

let ap p eared   qu ite fortu itou sly on th e very eve o f d    emocratic u  p  h  

eaval and   constitu tional revolu tion. H        is p  reviou s w   r it ings, largely u   

navail able  to th e nineteenth -centu ry au d    ien ce, p  lay a role in ou r read  

ing o f th e Manifesto  tod  ay, and   th ey am p  lify, as w   ell as ex p lain, 

some o f th e argu ments mad  e in  its p ages. F o r  M a r x ’s  p olitical  w   

ritings before  18 48 , th e read  er  sh ou ld    consu lt  th e  comp anion  volu 

me  in th is  series, M a r x : E     a rly  Political  W    ritings, ed  ited    and    introd  

u   ced by Jo sep h    O       ’M alley w   ith   Rich ard   A . Davis. T h  e Manifesto is p  

ar ticu larly  u   sefu l  in  stru ctu ring  a  read  ing  o f M arx ’s  later  w   rit ings, 

su ch   as th ose contained   in th e p  resent volu me, since it introd  u   ces 

and   d    evelop s a p ersp ective w   ith ou t w  h  ich  th e d    eta iled   p rop ositions th at 

may be  abstracted   from M arx ’s  su bsequ ent w   orks are o f little 

u  se. 

O      stensibly  th e Manifesto  w   as  w   ritten  for a small  grou p     o f self- 

styled    commu nists  w  h o  consid  ered    th emselves  rep resentative  o f 
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E ditor’s introduction 
 
 

d    iscontented     w   orkers.  M arx    and     h is   friend     th e  jou rnalist  and bu 

sinessman  Fried  rich   Engels  (18 20 -9 5) saw    p  olitical p  ossibilities in   

th e  Commu nist  Leagu e,  su ccessor  to  an  even  more  sh ad  ow  y 

Leagu e  o f th e Ju  s t , and   th ey  w   anted    its  international imp rimatu r 

for th eir id  eas. T h e y  manoeu vred   its tw  o  ‘congresses’o f 18 47   into 

giving  th em   resp onsibility   for  a  manifesto,  w  h  ich    Engels  d   u   ly 

d    rafted    (tw  ice) and   M arx  u   ltimately p  rod  u   ced   - late for th e p  rin 

ters, as w   as h is h abit  - in Jan u   ary  18 48 . 

Alth ou gh   very mu ch  a joint  comp osition, M arx  h ad   th e tex t last 

and    took  resp onsibility   for  its  p  rod  u   ction.  It  w   as  p  u  blish ed    in 

Lon d     on  in  G erm an  for  d    istribu tion  th rou gh ou t  w   estern  Eu rop e, 

and  , as th e d    ocu ment p  rou d    ly boasts, for immed  iate translation into 

oth er Eu rop ean  langu ages. Su ch   early translations as w   ere u   nd  er 

taken, inclu d    ing an English  one o f 18 50 , w   ere not w   id  ely circu lated  , 

nor d    id   th e Commu nist Leagu e p  lay an imp ortant role as su ch   in 

th e national revolu tions o f 18 48   and    18 49. 

Commu nist p olitics, in th e Manifesto  and   in  p ractice, w   as con 

ceived    in  national  terms  and    left  to  ‘members’ in  local  circu m 

stances. Som e w   ere so conventionally d    emocratic as to stand   for th e 

Fran kfu rt p  arliament, w  h  ich  sat as a constitu ent assembly for all o f 

G erm any. O      th ers p  u  rsu ed   armed   action against monarch ical armies, w  

h o sou gh t to restore th e old   regime o f kingd  oms and   p rincip alities, 

almost all non-constitu tional in ch aracter. M arx  and   Engels ed  ited 

a liberal new  sp ap er in th e Rh ineland   w  h  ich  su p  p  orted   constitu tional d  

emocracy u   n til, in  th e teeth   o f p  olitical  reaction, th ey  as ed  itors ad  

vised   commu nists and   oth er read  ers to figh t on alone. T h e M an i 

festo  ach ieved    its w   id  est circu lation as th e sou rce for a flysh eet o f d  

emand  s  p osted    th rou gh ou t  G erm any,  w  h  ich   M arx   and    Engels 

signed  . T h e original d    ocu ment, incid  entally, w   as p  u  blish ed   anony 

mou sly as a statement by  th e ‘p arty’. 

M arx  p laced   social class at th e centre o f h is concep tion o f p  olitics, 

bu t d    id   not ventu re a comp reh ensive d    efinition or th orou gh -going 

analysis  o f th e term. G enerally  h e argu ed    th at classes  are  d    efined by  

d    ifferential  mod  es  o f access  to  p  rod  u   ctive  resou rces, and    th at any 

given distribution o f good  s and   services to ind  ivid  u   als is a neces sary 

resu lt o f arrangements in th e sp h ere o f production. In h is view  , th e  

d    ivision  o f  society  into  classes  h as  been  a  central  featu re  o f h u   

man ex istence, and   it is th e major  p roblem  o f mod  ern times. A 

class-d  ivid  ed   society is in a state o f ‘more  or less veiled   civil w   ar’. 
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Intrigu ingly  M arx   su ggests  in  th e  Manifesto  th at  th is  is  tru e 

w  h  eth er  p olitical  p articip ants acknow  led  ge  it or not, and    w  h  eth er 

or not th ere is any overt stru ggle to be observed  . Prop erty relations 

are th e key to th e w   ay th at p  rod  u   ctive resou rces are controlled  , and 

th e Manifesto p  rovid  es ex amp les o f d    ifferent typ es. O      ne o f M arx ’s 

most imp ortant claims is th at p  rop erty relations, forms o f th e state 

and   p  olitics, ind  eed   social institu tions in general, are h igh ly variable 

and   h ave ch anged    from  one ep och   to anoth er. T h  u  s  th ere can be 

no timeless and   u   niversal d    e d  u   ctive accou nt o f h  u  man society, most p 

articu larly  one  th at  p resu mes  or  argu es  th e  necessity  o f p rivate p 

rop erty as a u   niversal p h enomenon. F o r M arx  civilisation is bu ilt on 

th e sh ifting sand  s o f class stru ggle, and   government h as been  a d  

evice emp loyed   by  th e w   ell-o ff and   p  ow  erfu l to contain th e p oor 

and   ex p loited  . 

M arx  argu ed   th at th ere is no cred  ible  and   d    emocratic solu tion to 

th e p roblem  o f class-society  th at is ex clu sively p olitical, rath er th an 

su bstantially economic. Abolition  o f p rivate p  rop erty, or ‘bou rgeois p 

rop erty’as h e styled   it, w   as th e commu nist slogan th at h e p  rou d    ly 

annou nced   in th e Manifesto.  Sp ecifically it w   as p rivate p  rop erty as 

cap ital - ‘p rop erty w  h  ich   ex p  loits w   age-labou r’-  th at commu nists 

sh ou ld   aim to rep lace w   ith   p  u  blic  control o f p  rod  u   ctive resou rces. 

T h e Manifesto argu es th at an analysis o f p  rop erty mu st p reced  e, 

p erh ap s  even  su p ersed  e,  an  analysis  o f  au th ority,  legitimacy  and 

oth er trad  itional concep ts, and   th at a ch ange to commu nism cou ld 

only  be  th e  resu lt  o f mass  action  and    d    emocratic  p  olitics. Fu ller 

accou nts o f d    emocratic institu tions, p  olitical lead  ersh ip , revolu 

tion ary  organisation and    commu nist  social  relations  ap p eared    in  

later w   orks. 
 

 
T  he E     ighteenth  Brum aire o f Louis Bonaparte 

 

T  he E    ighteenth Brumaire h elp s to fill ou t th e view  s ou tlined   in th e 

Manifesto.  It w   as also an attemp t at consolation - a major  th eme in 

th e later M arx  - for th e failu re o f even d    emocratic constitu tional 

ism, to say noth ing o f th e commu nist movement. O        f more th eoreti 

cal interest tod  ay is th e w   ay th at M arx  h and  led   th e ind  eterminacy 

o f h  u  man actions, argu ing an overall stru ctu re o f economic motiv 

ation  in  ind  ivid  u   als,  and    o f economic  crisis  in  th e  social  system, 

w  h ilst sketch ing in th e varied   com p  lex ity o f French   p olitical life. 
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In th e early 18 50s  M arx  p  u  blish ed   a series o f articles in Germ an 

on contemp orary  French   p  olitics  for th e N eue  R heinische Z   eitung 

R evue, a sh ort-lived   left-liberal new  sp ap er th at h e and   Engels ed  ited in 

Lond  on, and   T  he E     ighteenth Brumaire w   as w   ritten as a follow  -u p  . T h 

e p ap er w   as intend  ed   for Germ an-sp eaking read  ers at h ome and in ex 

ile. T  he E     ighteenth Brumaire w   as first p  u  blish ed   by an emigrant 

’48 er in N ew   Y o rk , and   it rep resents M a r x ’s most su stained   matu re 

effort  at  satire,  p  arod  y  and    invective.  It  mu st  cou nt  as  th e  best 

argu ed   d    efence ever o f th e view   th at ‘h istory is th e h istory o f class 

stru ggles’, even i f in it not all action in p  olitics is traceable to social 

class, nor all ou tcomes to revolu tionary action p resented   as ad  vances 

tow  ard  s commu nism. 

F o r M arx  a p  olitical th eory w   as su p  p  osed   to h ave an overtly self fu 

lfilling qu ality, as it w   as no mere reflection o f w  h at w   as su p p osed to  

be  th e case. In h is view   no th eorist can really be  ju st a th eorist, all 

th eorists are p articip ants in  some p olitical p rocess, and    d    enials o f p  

olitical intent merely d    isgu ise an inevitable  p olitical content. 

T h e  L o u   is  Bonap arte  o f  th e  title  w   as  a  nep h ew    o f  th e  great 

emp eror, sometime sold  ier and   p  resid  ent o f th e rep u   blic establish ed in   

18 48    after  th e  overth row    o f  th e   ‘Ju  ly   M onarch y’ o f  Lo u   is Ph 

ilip p  e, king o f th e French . M arx  w   as fu riou s th at Bonap arte w   as 

elected    h ead    o f state  in  a  national  vote,  and    even  more  enraged 

w  h en  h e mou nted   a coup d ’é tat in D ecem ber  18  51 and    su sp end  ed th 

e rep u   blic  ind  efinitely. T h e  ‘eigh teenth   B ru m aire’o f th e title is a 

reference to th e d    ate (accord  ing to th e revolu tionary calend  ar) o f th 

e cou p     ex ecu ted   by  th e first Bonap arte against th e D irectory. 

Beh ind   th e scorn and   invective h eap ed   on th e ad  mitted  ly some 

w  h  at  comic  L o u   is  Bonap arte,  M arx   traced    a  p rocess  o f  liberal 

regression. A s th e d    emocratic left and   au th oritarian righ t d    isagreed 

on ‘th e p  rop erty qu estion’, so elements in th e p  olitical centre w   ere 

forced    to  ch oose.  T h  e  ‘p arty  o f  ord  er’ figu res  large  in  M a r x ’s 

accou nt   and rep resents   a   broad coalition   o f   mid  d    le-class    or 

‘bou rgeois’ forces, w   ith   th e p easantry as a cru cial ally. In  striking 

langu age  M arx    d    ramatised    th e  w   ay  th at  d    e mocrats,  ad  vocating red  

istribu tive economic p  olicies, w   ere smeared   as commu nists and ex 

tremists.   C onversely   th ose   d    emocrats   w  h  o   feared for   th eir 

economic interests w   ere attracted   by  th e w   ily Bonap arte, and   M arx 

ch ronicles th eir ru in w  h en a military d    i ctatorsh ip   w   as d    e clared  . 
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In  th e  ligh t  o f  T  he  E    ighteenth  Brumaire  it  cannot  be  said    th at 

M arx ’s  u   nd  erstand  ing o f p  olitics w   as red  u   ctionist and   d    ete rm inist. H  is  

more  abstract  th eorisations  o f p  olitics, as  in  th e  tex ts  w  h ich follow  

, need    to  be   interp reted    in  conju nction  w   ith    th e  d    eta iled analyses 

th at h e actu ally u   nd  ertook. 
 

 
‘Introduction’ to the  Grundrisse 

 

T h e  ‘Introd  u   ction’(18 57 ) to th e Grundrisse sh ow  s M arx  enqu iring 

into th e sp ecifics o f h ow   to stu d    y th e p  rop erty relations o f mod  ern 

society. T h is  is an u   ncorrected   manu scrip t th at h as h ad   ex tensive 

attention  only  since  th e  197 0s, bu t it  h as  been  w   id  ely  read    since 

th en as a key link betw  een th e M arx ’s  ‘p h ilosop h ical’meth od  s and 

h is  ‘economic’ analysis.  A  nu mber   o f  imp ortant  meth od  ological 

p roblems  are d    iscu ssed   th ere in novel w   ays. 

H       aving  argu ed    th at  p  olitics  mu st  be  analysed    in  an  economic 

setting, M arx  strove to find   th e best w   ay o f d    oing th is for th e econ 

omic ord  er th at w   as d    isp lacing all oth ers globally. T h at, o f cou rse, 

w   as  ‘th e  cap italist  mod  e  o f  p  rod  u   ction’,  or  ‘mod  ern  bou rgeois 

society’, so vivid  ly d    escribed   in th e Manifesto. 

T h e 18 57 ‘Introd  u   c tion’   d    emonstrates    a    linkage    betw  een 

sp ecialist w   orks o f p  olitical economy and   th e ord  inary concep ts and 

beh aviou r  th at  occu r  in  real  life.  T h e  linkage  is  one  o f  mu tu al 

reflection: th e inequ alities and   ex p loitation o f real life are mirrored 

in  economic science, and    th e  ‘market’ beh aviou r traced    abstractly 

in w   orks o f p olitical economy emerges eventu ally in th e reality o f 

w   ages,   emp loyment   and     p  rop erty.   T h  u  s   a   close   p h ilosop h ical 

d    issection o f lead  ing p  olitical economists, and   a refu tation o f th eir d  

octrines, w   as p  olitically cru cial to th e commu nist p roject. 

In  th e  ‘Introd  u   ction’ (18 57 ) M arx  record  ed    a d    ecision to  focu s 

on th e concep t ‘cap ital’in  h is analysis, making it h is imp lied   p oint 

o f d    e p artu re  and    actu al  p oint  o f comp letion.  ‘Cap ital’, h e  w   rote, 

‘w  as th e p  ow  er ru ling over everyth ing.’T h o u   g h     w  h en h e came to 

p  u  blish   h is  ‘critiqu e o f th e economic categories^ as A  Contribution 

to  the  Critiq ue  o f Political E    conomy,  h e  omitted    th e  ‘Introd  u   ction’ 

(18 57 ),   th e   w   ork   is   notable   for   revealing   th at   w   id  e-ranging 

ex p lorations o f meth od   and   su bstance  p  reced  ed   th e more d    ogmatic su 

mmary statements h e offered   to th e p  u  blic  tw  o years later. 
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‘Prefa ce’ to A  Contribution to the  Critiq ue  o f 

P o litica l E     conomy 

T h e  ‘Preface’o f 18 59  to A  Contribution to the  Critiq ue o f Political E  

conomy rep resents a very brief introd  u   ction to th e first instalment o 

f M a r x ’s  p olitical analysis o f cap italist society, bu t it d    oes th is in a 

cu riou sly d    e-p oliticised   form. Ind  eed   th e ch oice o f title reveals an 

interesting strategic p  loy, in th at M arx  aimed   to ad  d    ress a sp ecialist 

au d    ience in p  olitical economy. H        is overarch ing p  roject w   as to reveal 

to th em, th rou gh   u   nimp each able  argu ment, th at class stru ggle w   as 

seriou s, w   orsening and   yet th e bearer  o f its ow  n resolu tion in th e 

‘classless’ society o f commu nism. A ll  th ree o f th ose claims, so h e 

argu ed  , h ad   been  d    en ie d   by  th e galax y o f resp ected   au th ors w  h om h e 

termed   collectively ‘th e p  olitical economists’. 

T h e   p rop ositions   o f  th e   ‘gu id  e   for   m y   stu d    ies’ th at   M arx 

inclu d    ed   in th e ‘Preface’are  amongst th e most enigmatic p assages 

th at h e ever w   rote. A s a statement o f h is ‘ou tlook’th ey reap p eared in  

a  footnote  to  th e  first  volu me  o f  C apital  at  its  p  u  blication  in 

18 67 , and   th ere th ey m igh t h ave rested  . T h e little critiqu e o f 18 
59 

w   as  never  w   id  ely  circu lated  , and    most  o f th e  material  in  it  w   as 

incorp orated   into th e later op ening volu me o f M arx ’s magnum opus. 

O      ne  p erson, th ou gh , w   as  grip p  e d    by  M a r x ’s  tex t, and    u   sed    it 

ex tensively at th e time in review  s and   in later years in ex p  licating 

M arx . T h a t w   as Engels, w  h ose ow  n p resentation o f M arx  and   h 

is w   ork w   as fou nd  ed   in p art on th e p  rop ositional generalisations th 

at featu re  u   n iqu ely   in   th e   ‘Preface’.  E ngels’ read  ing   o f  th em   

as scientific law  s, or law  -like tend  encies, became au th oritative for 

both 

p  ro- and   anti-M arx ists. Wh en  in th e tw  entieth   centu ry M arx  w   as 

selected    and    collected    as  an  acad  emic  w   riter,  th e  18 59   ‘Preface’ 

became in th at contex t th e centrep iece for inqu iry. H       ow   w   ere th ese 

p rop ositions to be u   nd  erstood   and   tested ? T h e ir role in introd  u   cing 

M a r x ’s   d    e ta iled    inqu iries  took  second    p lace,  and    metonymically th 

ey came to stand   for h is th ou gh t as a w  h ole. T h e better-illu strated 

d    iscu ssions o f th e Manifesto, th e more intensely p olitical analysis in T 

he E     ighteenth Brumaire, and   th e more ex p  loratory concep tu al stu d     

ies in th e economic w   orks, from th e Grundrisse th rou gh  th e variou s 

d    rafts  and    p  u  blish ed    volu mes  o f  Capital,  w   ere  th en  ‘rigorou sly’ 

ju d    ged   against M a r x ’s  ‘gu id  ing’insigh ts. 

‘G u   i d  in g ’th ese insigh ts may h ave been, bu t w  h at M arx  actu ally 

w   rote and   p  u  blish ed   contrad  icts th em in d    etail often enou gh  to p  u  t 
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p aid    to  any  notion  th at  th ey  w   ere  su p p osed    to  be  tru e  in  some 

necessary  or  invariable  sense. Ind  eed    th e  p rop ositions  th emselves 

d    isp lay an ambigu ity th at reflects h aste and   inattention - M arx  w   as 

late to th e p  ress as u   su al. Read  ing th e su p  p  osed  ly central ‘Preface’ 

in th e ligh t o f th e oth er materials collected   in th e p  resent volu me, 

and   in th e comp anion volu me o f earlier w   rit ings, w   ill make it easier to 

make some sense o f th e m ix ed   metap h ors M arx  emp loys. Th ese are 

now   w   orld   famou s, bu t are argu ably  confu sed   even in th e orig inal. 

M arx  d    id   not seem to see th ese p rop ositions as th e fou nd  ations for a d    

octrine, bu t even i f h e d    id  , h e w   ou ld    su rely h ave ex p ected read  ers to 

move w   ell beyond   th em in seeking to u   nd  erstand   w  h at 

h e h ad   to say. 

H       ow  ever, it mu st be  said   th at th e  18 59  ‘Preface’ rep resents th e 

trad  itional  and    by   far  th e  most  influ ential  and    familiar  w   ay  o f 

ap p roach ing  M arx . T h a t  tex t  can  be  read    as  th e  d    octrinal  fou n 

d    ation  for M arx ism , a science  o f law  -like  tend  encies  in  economic 

and    p  olitical  life  gu aranteed    by  abstractly  formu lated    ‘materialist 

p remises’ or  concretely  p  erceived    ‘class  stru ggle’. T h  e  trad  itional M 

arx ist  read  ing,  h ow  ever,  is  not  th e  only  one.  T h  e  same  p  rop  

ositions can also be  ex amined   as  ‘em p  irical’ p rop ositions in  social 

science, or as attemp ts at su ch . T h  u  s  th ey h ave been  criticised   

as u nfalsifiable,  and    so  u   nw  orth y  o f  scientific  notice  (by   S ir  K 

arl Pop p  er); or  as  falsifiable, bu t  p  roven  false  th rou gh   close  

investi 

gation  o f  h istorical  and     contemp orary  circu mstances   (by   G .A . 

Coh en). Both   read  ings are at th e h eart o f th e acad  emic enterp rise 

th at  M arx ology  h as  become,  and    both    h ave  generated    intensely 

interesting intellectu al d    ebate. N eith er p  u  ts M arx  into p ersp ective as 

a p  olitical th eorist, p  articu larly one w  h  o ex p  ected   to contribu te to 

contemp orary accou nts o f ‘th e social qu estion’in  th e contex t o f 

both   ind  u   strially d    evelop ed  , and   new  ly ind  u   strialising cou ntries. 
 

 
T  he  C iv il  W     ar in F   rance 

 

In  T  he  C iv il  W     ar in F   rance M arx  relu ctantly brou gh t h is w   ork on 

Fren ch   p  olitics u  p      to d    ate in th e  18 7  0s. T h e occasion w   as anoth er 

u nh ap p  y  setback  for  d    emocratic  forces, socialists and    commu nists 

amongst  th em.  Consolation  and    insp iration  w   ere  major   th emes 

again, as in  T  he E     ighteenth Brumaire.  T  he C iv il  W     ar in F   rance rep  

resents a kind   o f sequ el. 
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T h e French   d    efeat in th e Franco-Pru ssian W ar o f 18 7  0 h ad   been 

follow  ed    by  an  insu rrection  in  Paris. Resistance  to th e  Pru ssians, 

and    to  a  Pru ssian-im p  osed    settlement,  marked    th e  u  p  rising  as  a 

nationalist one. T h is  rebellion  arose ou t o f d    isgu st w   ith   th e p  oli 

ticians w  h  o sp oke for th e French   after th e cap tu re o f th e Em p  eror 

Nap oleon  II I  (th e L o u   is Bonap arte o f M a r x ’s  earlier broad  sid  e) at 

th e h  u  m iliating battle  o f Sed  an. 

T h e   form  o f  d    omestic  government  th at  w   as  to  su cceed    th e 

d    efu nct Second   Em p  ire w   as o f necessity an issu e in th e major cities, 

and   in Paris above  all, w   ith   its h istory o f d    emocratic revolu tionary 

action. In h is w   ritings o f th e p eriod   M arx  ad  vised   against a d    e mo 

cratic rebellion, argu ing righ tly th at forces combining liberals, w  h o 

w  ere  op p osed    to  socialist  ‘ex tremism’,  w   ith    th e  Pru ssians,  w  h o 

w   anted   a ‘stable’France, w   ou ld   overp ow  er any Parisian ex p eriment 

in commu nal d    emocracy and   economic coop eration. 

H       ow  ever,  once  th e  Commu ne  w   as  fou nd  ed    M arx   d    id    w  h at  h e 

cou ld   in terms o f international p  u  blicity  and   assistance - as alw  ays 

from  Lond  on.  T  he  C iv il  W     ar in  F   rance emerged    as an encomiu m 

for an event th at h ad   attracted   ex treme notoriety in Eu rop e. M a r x ’s 

comments w   ere p  u  blish ed   anonymou sly in Lond  on for d    istribu tion 

in  E u   rop e  and    th e  U nited     States,  and    th is  tex t  w   as  h is  most 

ex tend  ed   attemp t to w   rite in English . It w   as sw  iftly translated   into 

Germ an by  Engels. 

M arx  aimed   to set th e record   straigh t, as h e saw   it, and   to find 

some  h op e  for  th e  fu tu re  - th ou gh   th e  blood  bath   visited    on  th e 

Commu nard  s  in  18  7  1 w   as  h ard  ly  insp irational.  In  th e  tw  entieth - 

centu ry contex t it is  h is  sketch y comments  on commu nist society 

th at h ave attracted   attention to th is tex t, togeth er w   ith   h is sp irited 

d    efence o f d    emocratic forms o f p olitical organisation. T h e form o f 

th e ‘id  eal society’is  a qu estion familiar w   ith in p  olitical th eory, and th 

e  w   ay  th at  rep resentative  d    emocracy  aims  to  brid  ge  th e  gap 

betw  een th e ind  ivid  u   al w   ill and   collective d    e cision-making  is simi 

larly a w   ell-know  n p roblem. 

Alth ou gh  M arx  w   as an anti-u top ian th inker w  h o refu sed   to gen 

erate  d    eta iled    sch emes  and    mod  els  for  fu tu re  commu nist  society, h 

e  noneth eless  vou ch safed    some  view  s  on  w  h  at  commu nism  w   as 

actu ally going to be  (oth er th an ‘a  h istorical movement th at is p  ro 

ceed  ing u   n d  er ou r ow  n eyes’, as it says in  th e Manifesto), and   on h 

ow    d    ecisions  w   ou ld    be  mad  e  concerning  collectively  controlled 
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resou rces (oth er th an th e ‘free  d    evelop ment o f each  is th e cond  ition 

for th e free d    evelop ment o f all’, in th e same tex t). H       ence th e interest 

th at  T  he  C iv il  W     ar  in  F   rance  h as  arou sed    centres  ch iefly  on  th e 

view  , p  rop ou nd  ed    by  Engels,  th at  for  M arx   th e  Paris  Commu ne 

rep resented   th e ‘ad  vancement o f th e p  roletariat to ru ling class, [th e] 

victory for d    e mocracy’, mentioned   in th e famou s p  amp h let o f 18 48 . 

M an y  o f th e  critical  comments  d    i re c te d    at  M a r x ’s  ad  mitted  ly 

brie f accou nt  o f th e  p  olitical  ‘secret’ o f th e  Com m u   ne  make  th e 

economic  regu lation  and    p  olitical  institu tions  o f mod  ern  ‘w  elfare 

d    e mocracy’ sou nd    imp ossible  on any terms, let alone h is. It mu st be  

said  , h ow  ever, th at  M a r x ’s  commu nism  requ ired    th e  eventu al 

abolition  o f th e  money  economy  altogeth er,  as  h e  argu ed    in  th e 

op ening ch ap ter o f Capital, bu t it is not clear u   nd  er th ose circu m 

stances  h ow    economic  information  is  to  be  transmitted    th rou gh 

d    emocratic institu tions to th e sp h eres o f p  rod  u   ction and   consu mp  

tion. U ltim ately d    emocratic institu tions w   ere to take resp onsibility 

for au th oritative p lans, bu t su ch  p lans w   ere not to be au th oritarian, 

p recisely  becau se  th ey   w   ere  to  be   th e  ou tcome  o f  d    emocratic 

d    e cision-making. H       ow  ever, th ere are no p ractical clu es or ex amp les 

given by  M arx  to su p  p  ort th ese p articu lar view  s. 

In  M arx ’s   ad  mitted  ly  selective  accou nt  o f  p olitics  u   n d  er  th e 

Commu ne   h e   p raised     th e  institu tion   o f  mu nicip al   cou ncillors, 

ch osen by u   niversal manh ood   su ffrage, resp onsible to th e electorate, 

and   revocable  by  th em i f mand  ated   instru ctions w   ere not obeyed  . 

H   e envisaged   a h ierarch y o f local and   d    istrict commu nes, each  send   

ing rep resentatives to a h igh er bod  y, cu lminating in a national one 

h and  ling th e ‘few   bu t imp ortant’fu nctions o f central government. 

U nlike th e ‘d  emocracies’o f M a r x ’s  time or ou rs, th ese rep resenta 

tives and   th eir p aid   officials w   ere to be  aw  ard  ed   only w   orking-class 

w  ages. T h e stand  ing arm y w   as to be  abolish ed  , th e p eop le w   ere to 

be armed   as a militia, and   th e p olice w   ere to be resp onsible to th eir 

commu nes. M arx   h ad    no  faith   in  an  ‘ind  ep end  ent’ ju d    iciary  and 

argu ed   th at magistrates and   ju d    ges w   ere to be  mad  e elective. T h e 

ch u   rch   w   as to be  d    isestablish ed  , th ou gh   religiou s belief cou ld   evi 

d    ently h ave su rvived  , and   free ed  u   cation w   as to be  mad  e available 

to all. 

It takes consid  erable imagination to see all th is in th e actu al Com  

mu ne itself, esp ecially given th éch aracter o f th e rep orts th at M arx 

received   in th e p ress. Eyew  itnesses, o f cou rse, may h ave told   h im 
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a d    ifferent story. T h e tex t is clearly a med  itation on w  h at h e took to 

be  th e p  rincip les th at emerge in d    emocratic p  olitics, and   h is ‘id  eal’ 

institu tions to be  reasonable  ex trap olations th at th e Commu ne w   as 

never  able  to  realise. H       ow    close  th ose  arrangements  stand    to  an 

immed  iate  ‘d  ictatorsh ip    o f  th e  p roletariat’ (a  p h rase  M arx   only 

occasionally u   sed   or end  orsed  ) or to a ‘transitional  socialism’ p re ced  

ing commu nism itself, are mysteries th at M arx  h im self d    id   not ad  d    

ress. 
 

 
Critiq ue  o f the  Gotha Programme 

 

A t  th e close o f th is  volu me are tw  o  sh ort manu scrip ts. T h e  first, 

M arx ’s  Critiq ue o f the Gotha Programme, is by  far th e better know  n, 

as it  w   as  d    raw  n  from  h is  literary  legacy by  Engels and   p  u  blish ed in  

18 9 1 w   ith in th e contex t o f G erm an socialist p  olitics. T h e Goth a 

Programm e  h ad    been  formu lated    for  th e  u   nification  congress  o f 

M a y  18 7  5. A t  th at  venu e  th e  Social  Dem ocratic  W orkers’ Party, 

w  h ose lead  ers W ilh elm Liebknech t and   Au gu st Bebel  w   ere in com 

mu nication w   ith  M arx  and   Engels, and   th e General G erm an Work 

ers’ Union,  w  h ose  fou nd  er  Ferd  inand    Lassalle  h ad    d    ied    in  18 64, w   

ere  to  be  u   nified    as  th e  Socialist  Party  o f G erm any.  M arx   and 

Engels  h ad    rejected    Lassalle’s  brand    o f socialism  for tw  o  reasons. 

F irst  th ey  h eld    it  to  be  insu fficiently  critical  o f cap italism  and    a 

money-economy.  Second  ly  th ey  consid  ered    it  to  be  insu fficiently 

su sp iciou s o f th e ex isting G erm an  state, and   too sangu ine tow  ard  s 

reform ist ‘solu tions’to  th e social qu estion. T h ese issu es w   ere still 

alive in th e 18 90s, so th at M arx ’s w   ord  s in th e Critiq ue rep resented 

a  p osth u   mou s  intervention  (by  Engels) in  th e  p  olitical  scene,  as 

th e Goth a Programm e w   as th en itself u  p      for revision at th e E rfu  rt 

congress. 

In tw  entieth -centu ry terms, h ow  ever, it is M arx ’s  critiqu e o f lib 

eralism  th at  h as  attracted    attention.  Was  it  valid    or  u   sefu l  to 

d  escribe  a ll  legal  ‘righ ts’ as  ‘bou rgeois’ righ ts? Prop erty  righ ts  in 

p rod  u   ctive  resou rces,  p  erh ap s,  bu t  even  civil  righ ts  to  p ersonal p  

rop erty, free ex p  ression, to equ ality before th e law ? Wh at arrange 

ments for th e u   se and   enjoyment o f resou rces d    id   h e envisage, th en, 

for commu nist society? H       ow   w   ou ld   th ose relations be  organised  ? Is 

th ere any w   ay o f d    oing th is  w   ith ou t th e mech anism  o f righ ts and 
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th e  ap p aratu s  o f  constitu tional,  legal  and    ju d    icial  institu tions  o f 

enforcement? 

M arx    seemed     to   be   asserting   th at   righ ts   w   ere   ind  issolu bly 

connected    w   ith   interests  constru ed    not ju st  ind  ivid  u   alistically bu t 

egoistically, and   th at u   nd  er commu nism su ch  a ‘bou rgeois’basis  for 

beh aviou r w   ou ld   o f cou rse h ave been  abolish ed  . It w   ou ld   seem to 

follow   th at in commu nist society any d    ifferences or d    isp u   tes w   ou ld 

p  resu mably be o f a qu ite d    ifferent ch aracter, and   so th eir resolu tion 

w   ou ld    p roceed    d    ifferently,  w   ith ou t  need    for'‘righ ts’. Coop erative 

forms   o f  p  rod  u   ction   w   ou ld     make   p  ossible,  and     ind  eed w   ou ld 

generate,  a  realm  o f ind  ivid  u   al  interests  in  collectively  beneficial 

relations. M arx  h as lately been  tax ed   (by Jo n Elster) w   ith  assu ming a  

fallaciou s  id  entification  o f  ind  ivid  u   al  w   ith    collective  interests, and    

ignoring  th e  d    ynamics  o f actu al  p  rocesses  o f ind  ivid  u   al  and 

collective  ch ange. H       is  references  in  th e  Critiq ue  to  socialism  as  a 

transitional stage, and    to  d    ifferential  rew  ard  s  for  all  in  society  in 

p  rop ortion to w   ork actu ally d    one, merely restate th e p roblem. 
 

 
‘N o tes’ on Adolph Wa gner 

 

T h  e  final  w   ork  in  th e  p  resent  volu me  is  th e  least  w   ell  know  n, 

M arx ’s  ‘“ N otes” on Ad  olp h    W agner’, p  robably  th e last su bstantial w  

ork  p enned    before  h is  d    eath   in  18 8  3.  W agner  w   as  a  reform ing 

economist  and    self-id  entified    socialist.  M arx   d    isp u   ted    W agner’s 

self-id  entification and    d    id    not w   elcome  th e  offer  o f su p p ort. T h e 

manu scrip t h ad   no cu rrency at th e time o f w   riting (18 7  9 -8 0 ) or for 

many years after. Ind  eed   it attracted   little attention till th e  197 0s, 

w  h  en th e contex t w   as h igh ly acad  emic and   th eoretical. A t th at p oint 

th e follow  ing qu estions w   ere u   nd  er consid  eration, and   th e ‘N otes’ 

w   ere scru tinised   for answ  ers. D id   M arx  h ave an accou nt o f ‘h u  man 

natu re’? I f so, d    id   it ex p  lain or p  re d  ict all actions, most actions or 

ju st  some  actions?  O      r  d    id    h e  view    ind  ivid  u   als  as  d    e te rm in e d    by larger   

forces  -  economic   stru ctu res,   ‘d  ialectical’  law  s   or   class 

interests? 

T h e attack on Wagner h as also h elp ed   somew  h at in getting a grip 

on M a r x ’s  career as a p  olitical th eorist. H       ad   h e ch anged   h is mind 

in  any  fu nd  amental  w   ay  abou t  h ow    th eory  sh ou ld    be  d    one?  Was 

h is concep tion o f th e p  rop er starting p oint for p olitically effective 
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th eory th e same as in  h is  early career?  I f so, w  h at ex actly w   as it? 

I f not, h ow   h ad   it ch anged  , and   w  h at h ad   it become? 

T h e  ‘N otes’, read   in th at ligh t, offer an intrigu ing ch allenge to 

p  reviou s  concep ts  o f  ‘man’ in  p  olitical  th eory.  (M arx   u   sed    der 

Mensch, rath er th an der M ann, so it migh t be  argu ed   th at th e term 

‘man’ as h e u   sed   it lacked   at least some o f th e sex ist overtones o f 

th e English   term.) ‘M an ’ for M arx  w   as alw  ays a self-creation, not 

w  h olly, o f cou rse, bu t for p  olitical p  u  rp oses M arx  alw  ays looked   to 

cu ltu re  for  h is  ex p lanations  rath er  th an  biology. Political  th eory, 

th en, cou ld    not  be  read    o f f ‘man’s’ material  natu re. ‘M an ’ w   as  a 

concep tu al and   p ractical interp reter o f th e material relationsh ip  th at 

‘h e’ (and  , in  M a r x ’s   w   r it ing,  very  occasionally  ‘sh e’) h ad    w   ith natu 

re. A s  ‘man’altered   natu re in  th e cou rse o f th at relationsh ip , so 

th e relationsh ip   w   as itself altered  . In th at w   ay  ‘man’ w   as never th e 

same from  era to era in any resp ect th at w   as fu nd  amental for 

p  olitical th eory. 

T h  u  s  M a r x ’s   starting  p oint  w   as  alw  ays  a  fu lly  h istorical  and ex 

cep tionally  malleable  view    o f ‘man’, su bject  only  to  constraints th 

at  w   ere  th emselves  variable   w   ith    resp ect  to  w  h at  ‘man’ h ad 

become  and   w  h  at ‘h e’ w   as trying to d    o. A s  h  u  man natu re w   as  so 

op en-tex tu red  , and    so  su bject  to  reconstru ction  in  th e  economic 

contex t, p  olitical th eorists w   ou ld    h ave to be  genu inely p  olitical in 

th eir task, as th ey, too, are p  art o f th e social p rocess by w  h  ich  ‘man’ 

is continu ally re-created  . 
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C h ro n o lo gy  o f M a r x ’ s  life  and  career, 

1 8 4   8 - 8 3 
 

 
18 48            Feb.:    Pu blish es Manifesto o f the Communist P arty, jointly 

w   ritten w   ith  Engels, and   issu ed   anonymou sly in Lond  on. 

18 48 -9       E d    itor o f and   contribu tor to th e R heinische Z   eitung, d    aily 

new  sp ap er p  u  blish ed   in Cologne. 

18 49  A p  r il:    Pu blish es   articles   p osth u   mou sly   collected as 

W    age Labour and Capital. 

18 49  A u   g .:    M oves to Lond  on. 

18 50  Pu blish es  articles  p  osth u   mou sly  collected    as  T  he  Class 

Struggles  in  F   rance  in  N eue  R heinische  Z   eitung,  ed  ited w   

ith   Engels and   p  u  blish ed   in H       ambu rg. 

18 50  Sep t.:    Death   o f infant son Gu id  o. 

18  5 1-2     Writes  T  he  E     ighteenth  Brumaire  o f Louis  Bonaparte and p  

u  blish es it in Germ an in N ew   Y ork. 

18 52  A p  r il:    Death   o f infant d    au gh ter Franziska. 

18 55  A p  ril:    Death   o f eigh t-year-old   son Ed  gar. 

18 53 -7        Pu blish es  some h  u  nd  red  s  o f new  sp ap er articles on cu r 

rent top ics in w   orld   p olitics for Eu rop ean and   American 

new  sp ap ers. 

18  57 -8        Writes  ‘Introd  u   ction’ and   oth er  Grundrisse manu scrip ts, p 

osth u   mou sly ed  ited   and   p  u  blish ed  . 

18 59  Pu blish es A  Contribution to the Critiq ue o f Political E     con 

omy (w  ith   ‘Preface’)in  Berlin. 

18  61-3       Writes manu scrip ts  p osth u   mou sly ed  ited   and   p  u  blish ed 

as  T  heories o f Surplus  Value, vol. 1,11 and   ill. 

18 64  Sep t.:    H       e lp s   to   fou nd     International  W orking-M en’s 

Association (‘F irst International’). 
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Chronology o f M a r x ’s life and career 
 
 

18  64-  5  W rites manu scrip ts p osth u   mou sly ed  ited   and   p  u  blish ed 

as Capital, vol. in. 

18 65  W rites  English -langu age  lectu res  p osth u   mou sly  p  u  b 

lish ed   as  Value, Price and Profit. 

18  65-7 Finish es manu scrip t o f vol. 1 o f Capital. 

18 67 Pu blish es vol. 1 o f C apital in H       ambu rg. 

18 69  Pu blish es  2nd   ed  n o f T  he E     ighteenth  Brumaire o f Louis 

Bonaparte in H       ambu rg. 

18 67 -7 9 Writes manu scrip ts p osth u   mou sly ed  ited   and   p  u  blish ed 

as Capital, vol. 11. 

18  7  1 Pu blish es  T  he  C iv il  W     ar  in  F   rance  in  Lond  on  as  an 

‘Ad  d    ress  o f  th e  General  Cou ncil  o f th e  International 

W orking M en ’s  Association’. 

18 7  2  Pu blish es 2nd   ed  n o f vol. 1 o f Capital in H       am bu rg;and 

new    ed  n  o f th e Manifesto,  w   ith   jointly  signed    p  reface, 

in Leip zig. 

18  7  2-5  Contribu tes  to  French   translation  o f vol. 1 o f Capital, 

p  u  blish ed   in Paris in tw  o p arts. 

18 7 5  Writes manu scrip t p  osth u   m u ou sly p  u  blish ed   as Critiq ue o 

f the Gotha Programme. 

18  7  9 - 8  0 Writes  manu scrip t  p  osth u   mou sly  p  u  blish ed    as  ''N otes’ 

on Adolph  W    agner. 

18  8   0 -  1 W rites manu scrip ts p osth u   mou sly p  u  blish ed   as E     thno 

logical N otebook s. 

18 8   1 D ec.:    Death   o f Je n n y M arx  (w  ife). 

18 8  3 Ja n .:    Death   o f Je n n y M arx  (d  au gh ter). 

18 8  3 M arch :  D ies in Lond  on, aged   64, o f lu ng d    isease and 

general ill-h ealth . 
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Further works by Ma rx 

 

T h e  Collected  W    ork s  o f K a rl  M arx   and    Fred  erick  Engels  (begu n 

19 7  5) is still in p  rogress from Law  rence and   Wish art (Lond  on) and 

International Pu blish ers (N ew   Y ork), and   it p  rovid  es English   ver 

sions o f major  w   orks, manu scrip ts and   letters w   ith   cop iou s notes. 

T h e  tex ts  o f th is  set in  ap p  rox imately fifty  volu mes  are based   on 

th e sch olarly w   ork o f th e second   series o f th e M arx -E  ngels Gesamt 

ausgabe  (begu n  by  Dietz V erlag o f E ast  B erlin  in  19 7  2, and    p ro 

jected    to  comp rise  over  a h  u  nd  red    volu mes);th is  set  p resents  all w  

orks w  h  atsoever in th e original langu age w   ith   consid  erable  sch ol 

arly ap p aratu s. T h e  p rosp ects  for continu ing th e  series now    seem 

assu red  , as th e  p  roject  h as  p assed    from  East  G erm an  and    Soviet 

h and  s to th e new   International M arx -E n gels  Fou nd  ation based   in 

Amsterd  am , and   new   gu id  elines for th e ed  ition w   ere p  u  blish ed   in 

1993- 

 
 

Introductions to Ma rx’s politica l thought 
 

T h ere  are  tw  o  books  for  stu d    ents  th at  introd  u   ce  M a r x ’s  p olitical 

th ou gh t, p  aying sp ecial attention to h is activities as a p  olitical agent 

and    to  th e  centrality  o f economic  issu es  or  ‘material  p rod  u   c tion’ 

th rou gh ou t h is w   ork. O      ne is M a r x : A n Introduction, by  Wal Su ch t- 

ing  (Brigh ton: H       arvester/W h eatsh eaf,  198 3), and    th e oth er is  my 

M a r x ’s Socia l T  heory (O  x ford  : O      x ford   U niversity Press, 198 2). F o r 

a somew  h at more ad  vanced   level o f d    iscu ssion on similar p remises 
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th e  stu d    ent  is  ad  vised    to  consu lt  Rich ard    W.  M iller’s  A nalyzing 

M a r x : M orality,  Power and History  (Princeton: Princeton U n 

iver sity Press, 198 4). A  w   id  e range o f cu rrent d    iscip lines rank M arx  

as an imp ortant au th ority and   contribu tor, and   th ere are original 

essays for  stu d    ents  o f p  olitical  and   moral  p h ilosop h y, p h ilosop h y  o f 

sci ence, h istory,  sociology, aesth etics  and    th eology  (amongst  oth 

ers) in T  he Cambridge Companion to M a rx , ed  ited   by m y self (Cambrid  

ge: Cam brid  ge U niversity Press, 19 9 1). T h ere are annotated   essays 

on th e major  concep ts in M arx , su ch   as class, cap italism, commu 

nism and    revolu tion,  togeth er  w   ith   d    e ta iled    references  to  p  rim ary  and 

second  ary  sou rces, in  m y A  M a r x   D ictionary  (Cambrid  ge: Polity, 

198 7  ). 
 

 
Biogra phies o f Ma rx 

 

T h  e  most  comp reh ensive  cu rrent  biograp h y  o f  M arx   is  D avid 

M cL e lla n ’s K  a r l M a r x : H is L ife and T  hought (Lond  on: M acm illan, 

197 3). Alth ou gh   th e earlier w   orks receive more attention th an th e 

later ones, th e book inclu d    es consid  erable d    etail on th e interrelation 

sh ip  betw  een M a r x ’s p olitical activities and   h is w   orks. F o r a moving 

evocation  o f  h istorical  and    p  ersonal  contex t  Isaiah   B erlin ’s  K  a r l 

M a r x : H is  L ife  and  E     nvironment  is  still  w   orth   read  ing  (O  x ford  : 

O  x ford   U n iversity Press, 19 39 , 4th  ed  n 198 2;Lond  on: Fontana ed  n 

forth coming  1995). K  a r l M a r x : Interviews  and R ecollections,  ed  ited 

by  D avid   M cL ellan  (Lond  on: M acm illan, 19 8   1) collects nu merou s 

qu ite d    ifferent p  ercep tions o f th e man and   h is w   ork. T h ere is also an 

old  er comp ilation, R eminiscences o f M a r x   and E     ngels from Pro 

gress Pu blish ers o f M oscow    (n.d  .). 
 

 
Studies on Ma rx’s politics a  nd politica l theory 

 

T w   o  classic  stu d    ies  w   ere  p rod  u   c ed    w  h  en  sch olarly  attention  w   as tu 

rned    to  th e  ‘early  M arx ’, bu t  both   books  set  a  contex t  for  th e 

later  p eriod    in  M a r x ’s  life  and    treat  th e  w   ritings  o f th at  time  in 

some  d    e ta il. T h ese  are  Sh lom o  A vin eri’s   T  he  So cia l and Political T 

hought  o f K  a r l  M a r x    (Cambrid  ge:  Cam brid  ge  U niversity  Press, 

1968    and    rep r.),  and    A llen  W. W ood  ’s  K  a r l M a r x    (Lond  on  and 

Boston: Rou tled  ge  and    K egan  Pau l,  19 8   1). Avineri  situ ates  M arx 

in  th e  contex t  o f  H       egelian  critiqu e  and    evolves  th e  th eories  o f 
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alienation  and   revolu tion  from  p h ilosop h ical origins, bu t  h is  con 

sid  eration o f M arx ’s  w   ork  on  French   p olitics, beginning  w   ith   th e T 

e rro r and   continu ing to th e civil w   ar o f 18  7  1, d    evelop s a contro 

versial accou nt o f M arx ’s  p  olitical th eory. W ood  ’s  book  p resents a 

top ically arranged   d    iscu ssion o f M a r x ’s  view  s on variou s  concep ts 

relevant to p  olitical p h ilosop h y - alienation, morality, ju stice, ex p la 

nation, etc. - and   focu ses p  articu larly on th e w   ay th at M arx  ad  vo 

cates revolu tion bu t d    ismisses many p otent argu ments for it as id  eo 

logical. M a r x ’s  T  heory o f Politics, by Jo h n M . M agu ire (Cambrid  

ge: Cam brid  ge U niversity Press,  197 8  ), d    oes mu ch   th e same job. 

F o r a d    eta iled   consid  eration o f M arx ’s p  olitical involvements u  p    to 18 53 

, w  ith  consid  erable attention to th e th eoretical tensions and   ambigu 

it ies th erein, th e read  er sh ou ld   consu lt Alan G ilbert’s M a r x ’s 

Politics: Communists  and  Citizens  (O  x ford  : M artin  Robertson,  19 

8   1).  T w   o recent ex aminations o f M a r x ’s  relationsh ip   w   ith   and   u   sefu 

lness to th e  th eory  o f d    emocracy  stand    ou t: M ich ael  L e v in , M 

arx ,  E     ngels and  L ib era l  D emocracy   (Lond  on,  M acm illan,   198 9),  

and    K eith Grah am , T  he Battle o f D emocracy: Conflict,  Consensus and 

the In di vidual,  (Brigh ton: H       arvester/W h eatsh eaf,  198 6). 
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E d ito r’ s note  on  texts  and  translations 
 

 
A ll translations in th is volu me are new   and   are based   on first ed  i 

tions or reliable  cop y-tex ts  o f manu scrip ts u   np u   blish ed   in M a r x ’s 

lifetime.   Su ccessive   ed  itors   h ave   h ard  ly   altered th e   ‘classical’ 

English   translations, p rod  u   c ed   betw  een th e 18 8  0s and   th e 19 30s, o f th 

e Manifesto  o f the  Communist Party,   T  he  E     ighteenth  Brumaire  o f 

Louis  Bonaparte,  th e  ‘Preface’ to A   Contribution  to  the  Critiq ue  o f 

Political  E     conomy,  and    th e  Critiq ue  o f the  Gotha  Programme.   T  he C 

iv il  W     ar in F   rance w   as w   ritten in English , and   so d    oes not p ose 

a p roblem. T h e  manu scrip t materials - th e ‘Introd  u   ction’o f 18 57 to  

th e  Grundrisse  and    th e  ‘“N otes”  on  Ad  olp h    W agner’-  ap p ear in  

my  ow  n  translations  o f  19 7  5.  I  am  gratefu l  to  Basil  Blackw  ell L t d            

for  p ermission  to  rep rod  u   ce  th is  material  from  my  T  ex ts  on 

Method. 

It is m y aim as ed  itor o f th e p resent volu me to d    ep art su bstan 

tially  from  th e  w   ay  th at  M arx   h as  p  reviou sly  been  p resented    in 

English , and   in oth er langu ages, inclu d    ing G erm an (w  h ich   w   as not 

alw  ays th e original langu age o f h is w   ork). M arx  w   as mad  e resp on 

sible for a d    octrine or d    octrines by Engels and   by su bsequ ent M arx  

ists, and   by  ed  itors w  h o took th e view   th at h e sh ou ld   be  p resented 

d    octrinally  in  terms  o f  w  h at  h is  th ou gh t  became,  accord  ing  to  a 

p osth u   mou s  sch eme, rath er  th an  w  h at  it  argu ably  w   as, w  h  en  h is w  

ritings w   ere generated   in th e p  olitical contex t th at p revailed   at th e 

time  o f first  p  u  blication  or  au th orial  p  rod  u   ction. Fam ou sly  M arx 

commented  : ‘I  am not a M arx ist.’ 

I h ave tried   to cap tu re someth ing o f th e fresh ness o f th e moment, 

even  w  h  en  th is  means  a  certain  aw  kw  ard  ness  in  ex p ression  or 
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d    eviation from later terminology. Interestingly th e tw  o w   orks (oth er 

th an th e first volu me o f Capital) th at M arx  w   as able  to see rep ro 

d   u   ced   in  h is ow  n  lifetime - th e Manifesto  o f the  Communist P arty 

(new    ed  n  18 7  2) and    T  he  E    ighteenth  Brumaire  o f Louis  Bonaparte 

(2nd   ed  n  18 69) - w   ere offered   by  h im to th e read  er as ‘h istorical’ 

d    ocu ments   w   ith     only   minimal   correction   and     u  p  d    ating.   H       e 

remarked   th at ‘w  e h ave no longer any righ t to alter’th e Manifesto, 

and   th at revising  T  he E     ighteenth Brumaire ‘w  ou ld   h ave robbed   it o f 

its  p ecu liar  colou ring’. Engels,  by   contrast,  generally  ad  op ted    a 

mu ch    more  intru sive  ed  itorial  p  olicy,  ap p end  ing  footnotes,  re 

w   riting p assages and   ‘correcting’terminology so as to make th e tex ts 

th at  h e  p rod  u   c ed    consistent  w   ith   h is  view    o f M a r x ’s   ‘scientific’ 

ach ievements.  T h  u  s  read  ers  familiar  w   ith   th e  trad  itional  English 

versions o f th ese L ater Political  W    ritings w   ill find   d    ifferences, and 

a nu mber  o f stock terms and   p h rases h ave d    isap p eared  . 

T h ere  w   ere  mistranslations  and    obscu rities  in  th e  trad  itional 

English   versions. Ind  eed   I w   as consistently stru ck by  th e aw  kw  ard 

and   clu m sy  English   th rou gh   w  h  ich   M arx   h as been  transmitted  . I h 

ave  tried    at  all  times  to  ad  h ere  to  th e  flow    and    tone  o f M a r x ’s 

Germ an,  and    to  find    ap p rop riate  ex p  ressions  and    metap h ors  in 

English   th at reflect, as mu ch   as p ossible, h is forth righ t and   p  u  nch y 

style. E v ery  translation is  an imp erfect reflection, bu t I  h op e th at 

mine is more vivid   th an p  reviou s rend  itions. I h ave corrected   minor 

errors w   ith ou t ind  ication. Wh ere I h ave felt th at ed  itorial insertions 

are requ ired   to h elp  th e read  er, or w  h ere th e tex t itself is ex cessively 

abbreviated   and   requ ires amp lification, I h ave u   sed   squ are brackets 

to enclose m y  insertions. F o r  some w   orks th ere are more comp li 

cated   ed  itorial notes. 

Translation   is  inevitably   interp retation,  and    interp retation  is 

inevitably p ersonal. I h op e th at I h ave been clear abou t w  h at I h ave 

attemp ted   to d    o in th is collection: to p resent M arx  in selected  , com 

p lete w   ritings as a p olitical th eorist w  h o w   as d    e ep ly, th ou gh  analyti 

cally engaged   in p olitics. A nd   abou t th e w   ay th at I h ave tried   to d    o 

it: u   sing first ed  itions rath er th an later ed  ited   versions, and   striving 

for clarity in reach ing a p  resent-d  ay au d    ience. 
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G lo ssary  o f maj or  historical  figures 
 

 
N am es th at are generally familiar, or are merely mentioned   in p ass 

ing, or are su fficiently ex p lained   in th e tex t, are omitted   from th is 

list. 

Babeu f, G racch u   s  (17 60 -9 7  ) 

O      rganiser o f th e ‘consp iracy o f equ als’d  u   ring th e French   revol 

u   tion;ex ecu ted   u   n d  er th e D irectory. 

Barrot, O      d    ilon (17 9 1-18  7  3 ) 

Lead  er o f th e liberal  op p osition u   n d  er th e ‘Ju  l y ’monarch y, th en 

ch ief minister d   u   ring th e second   rep u   blic  from D ecem ber  18 48 

to O      ctober  18 49. 

Bastiat, Fréd  éric  (18  0 1-50 ) 

Political economist and   au th or o f E    conomic Harmonies. 

Bism arck, Prince O      tto von (18  15-9 8   ) 

M inister-Presid  ent o f Pru ssia u   nd  er th e fed  eral regime from 18 62 

to  18  7  1, th en Imp erial Ch ancellor from  18  7  1 to  18 90. 

Blanc, L o u   is  (18  11-8  2) 

Revolu tionary  socialist  and    member  o f th e  p  rovisional  govern 

ment in early 18 48 ;emigrated   to Lond  on in Au gu st, and   retu rned 

to France in  18  7  1, w  h  en h e w   as elected   to th e national assembly; 

favou red   state-sp onsored   w   orkers’coop eratives. 

Blanqu i, Au gu st (18  0 5-8  1) 

Revolu tionary  commu nist  d   u   ring  th e   18 48 -9   revolu tion,  and 

lead  er  o f  an  insu rrection  against  th e  G overnm ent  o f  National 

D efence in O      ctober  18 7  0. 

Brentano, L u   jo  (18  44-19 3 1) 

G erm an economist and   ad  vocate o f an ‘acad  emic’socialism. 
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Glossary o f major historical figures 
 
 

Bûch ez, Ph ilip p  e Jo sep h    Benjam in (17 9 6-18 65) 

Th eorist and   p  rop agand  ist for state-aid  ed   w   orkers’ coop eratives 

in France, ch iefly d   u   ring th e  18 30 s and    18 40s. 

C arey, H       enry Ch arles (17 9 3 -18 7  9 ) 

American p  olitical economist and   au th or o f a th ree-volu me Prin  

ciples o f Political E    conomy. 

Cassagnac, Bertrand    G ranier d    e (18 06-8 0) 

Jou rnalist and   ed  itor;p rop onent o f au th oritarian ru le;th ou gh t to 

h ave  been  th e  au th or  o f or  major  contribu tor  to  th e  p rop osed 

revision o f th e constitu tion favou ring Bonap arte in  18 49. 

Cato (95-46 b c ) 

Stoic p olitician and   rep u   blican  op p onent o f Ju  liu  s  Caesar;com 

mitted   su icid  e w  h  en Caesar w   on th e civil w   ar and   th u   s came to 

be  consid  ered   a m artyr to th e rep u   blican  cau se. 

Cau ssid  ière, M arc (18 0 8   -61) 

Democrat and   p  articip ant in th e L y o n s u  p  rising o f 18 3 4 against 

th e  ‘Ju  l y ’ monarch y;p refect  o f th e Paris  p olice from  Febru ary 

to Ju  n e 18 48 ;p art o f th e m id  -18 48   emigration o f d    emocratic p oli 

ticians to England  . 

Cavaignac, L o u   is-E u   gèn e (18 0 2-57 ) 

Rep u   blican  p olitician and   general, w   ar minister th en ch ief ex ecu  

tive for th e second   rep u   blic  after M a y  18 48 . 

Ch angarnier, Nicolas Anne Th éod  u   le (17 9 3 -18  7  7  ) 

M onarch ist   p olitician   and     general; command  er   o f  th e  Paris 

national gu ard  . 

Constant, Benjamin  (17 67 -18  3 0 ) 

Liberal p olitical figu re u   nd  er th e restoration, in op p osition to th e 

reactionary K in g  Ch arles X . 

Cou sin, V ictor (17 9 2-18  67 ) 

Ph ilosop h er and   M inister o f Ed  u   cation for T h iers in  18 40 u   nd  er 

th e ‘Ju  l y ’monarch y. 

Crom w   ell, O      liver (159 9 -1658 ) 

Lead  er  o f th e  English   revolu tion  against  th e  monarch y; L o r d 

Protector o f th e Commonw  ealth   after  1653. 

Danton, G eorges Jacqu  es (17 59 -9 4) 

Jacobin   d   u   ring  th e  French    revolu tion; gu illotined    u   nd  er  th e 

terror. 

Darasz, Albert  (18 0 8   -52) 

Particip ant  in  th e  Polish   insu rrection  for  national  liberation  in 
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