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  Editors’ preface  

 The present volume contains papers from the sixth conference on the military 
orders, which was held on 5–8 September 2013 at the Museum of the Order of 
St John, St John’s Gate, Clerkenwell, London, under the auspices of the London 
Centre for the Study of the Crusades, the Military Religious Orders and the Latin 
East. We welcomed scholars from at least twenty-fi ve countries who between them 
presented over eighty papers. It has been possible to publish only a selection of the 
papers here; however, we should like to take this opportunity to thank everyone 
who took part in the conference for helping make the event such a success. 

 For the fi rst time the proceedings are being published in two volumes. Although 
each volume stands on its own and can be obtained and consulted independently, the 
volumes are best appreciated as an ensemble, for they are intended to provide the 
reader with the broadest overview of the most current research in the fi eld of military 
order studies relating to their military lives and culture. It should be noted here that the 
term ‘culture’ is understood by the conference organisers and the editors as denoting 
the visible and tangible products of human endeavour as well as the forms and means 
of ritualistic and symbolic communication and representation which are at the heart of 
what has been labelled the ‘new cultural history’. Whereas each volume focusses on a 
very broad geographical region (Europe and the Eastern Mediterranean respectively), 
their internal structure is chronological rather than thematic or geographic. That this 
should be the most satisfying order presenting itself is, of course, testimony to the vast 
variety of topics, approaches and geographical regions presented within each volume. 
This should come as no surprise: the study of the military orders has always been an 
international and truly interdisciplinary endeavour! 

 As editors we should like to express our gratitude to the editorial committee, 
Tony Luttrell and Helen J. Nicholson for their support and sage advice through-
out, as well as to Jonathan Riley-Smith for writing the introductions to these 
volumes. Thanks are also due to John Smedley and his colleagues at Ashgate Pub-
lishing, Michael Bourne at Routledge, and Autumn Spalding at Apex CoVantage 
for their help and patience. The conference turned out to be an immense success 
because of the many months of careful planning by its dedicated organizing com-
mittee led by Michael Heslop, namely Alan Borg, Christina Grembowicz, Tony 
Luttrell, Helen J. Nicholson, Jonathan Phillips, Jonathan Riley-Smith, Keith Sch-
naar and Pamela Willis. It is to them that we extend our gratitude for helping lay 
the foundation for these two volumes. 



xvi Editors’ preface

 Very special words of thanks are due to our sponsors and those who have con-
tributed to the conference: Cardiff Centre for the Study of the Crusades, Cardiff 
University, the Grand Priory of England, the Sovereign Military Order of Malta, 
the Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of St John of Jerusalem, the St John His-
torical Society, Royal Holloway, the University of London, Cambridge University 
Press, Ashgate Publishing, the Institute of Historical Research, Brepols Publish-
ers NV and to the Seven Pillars of Wisdom Trust for its subvention towards the 
publication of the proceedings. We are also grateful to three anonymous donors 
for enabling the conference committee to give seven bursaries to students, and to 
the Priory of England of the Order of St John and the Museum of the Order of 
St John for the use of St John’s Gate and the Priory Church. Finally, we would 
like to thank the volunteers and staff at St John’s Gate, in particular the members 
of the St John Historical Society and the St John Fellowship, the Reverend Gay 
Ellis (Little Maplestead), Paula Dellamura (Temple Cressing) and Stephane Bitty 
(Rosebery Hall). 

 Jochen Schenk (Glasgow) & Mike Carr (Edinburgh) 
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 The proceedings of the conferences on the Military Orders at St John’s Gate, London, 
held regularly since 1992, have provided periodical insights into the continuing 
development of a subject that covers nine centuries and involves many parts of 
the world. For someone like myself, who began research in 1960, it is astonishing 
how popular it has become. 

 It is noticeable, for example, how many young historians have contributed 
papers to these volumes. The time is past when the history of the Military Orders 
was seen as a somewhat esoteric, out-of-the-way discipline. I have drawn atten-
tion elsewhere to the difficulty we used to have in persuading historians of the 
Church and the religious orders to take the Military Orders seriously, in spite of 
their wealth, their political significance and the importance the Church attached to 
them. There is still some way to go. The author of a recent book on the contribution 
of Albanians to the sixteenth-century struggles with the Ottomans in the Mediter-
ranean region, who appears to be well read in many fields, still treats the Order of 
Malta as a purely military organization. Dr Brogini’s plenary lecture in this volume 
demonstrates how wrong he is, while at the same time providing a nuanced picture 
of the attempts of the Order to accommodate itself to the Catholic reformation and 
the reactions of its members to this development. 

 An outstanding feature of recent years has been the flowering of interest in 
France. After a long interval the subject is being restored in the country which, 
with Germany, did most to create it as an academic discipline in the nineteenth 
century. At an early stage of planning the conference committee decided to mark 
this by inviting three of the most outstanding young French historians to deliver 
plenary lectures. 

 This volume, which covers studies of life in, and the activities of, the central 
convents in Palestine and Syria, Cyprus, Rhodes and Malta, illustrates some of the 
most striking developments. Papers cover the Rules of the Orders and their foun-
dation charters, their relations with Islam, warfare, statecraft and internal politics, 
finance, their treatment of slaves, propaganda, spirituality and culture. One should 
be careful with statistics, because the published papers comprise only a proportion 
of those delivered at the conference, but it is noticeable that papers on architecture, 
art and urban planning comprise 28 per cent of the total, and those on the Hospital-
lers of St John on Malta comprise another 28 per cent. In fact, over half the papers 
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published in the two volumes relate to periods after 1300. These figures seem to 
reflect what one hears anecdotally: that interests are moving more and more into 
the cultural and devotional fields and into the later periods of the Orders’ histories. 
The second of these developments is not new, of course. In the 1950s much interest 
was being shown in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, exemplified by the work 
of Lionel Butler and Anthony Luttrell, but then, as now, the lack of easily available 
published texts was holding scholarship back. There is a still a pressing need for 
all the Hospitaller documents from the Rhodian period to be published, perhaps 
as an extension of Delaville Le Roulx’s  Cartulaire , which covered only the period 
to 1310. And thereafter the massive archives on Malta ought to be opened up, 
although the fact that they have been microfilmed is a major step forward. 



 Pope Paschal II’s privilege of 1113 marked a fundamental point of progress in the 
development of the Jerusalem hospice, confirming and maintaining the lasting 
assistential and hospitaller aspects of its character and culture. Although the bib-
liography for the proto-history and origins of the Order of Saint John is enormous 
and frequently unsatisfactory, this chapter offers only the briefest observations and 
references, even though the extent of the use, and frequently the misuse, of the 
1113 document is astonishingly widespread. The major texts, the 1113 original, its 
confirmation of 1119 which was issued at Saint-Gilles in Languedoc, and another 
papal confirmation of 1135 issued at Pisa, are definitively edited by Rudolf Hies-
tand; 1  his article of 1980 remains the standard introduction to the subject. 2  More 
recent works include those of Jonathan Riley-Smith 3  and others. 4  The original 
parchment of 1113 is now in Malta. A variant original with differing cardinal 
witnesses, which survives in a fourteenth-century copy, possibly resulted from a 
confirmation issued by Pope Calixtus II in January 1123. 5  

 *** 

 The Hospitaller Order eventually emerged from the initial establishment, appar-
ently made shortly before 1071, of a hospice which was founded in Jerusalem by 
merchants from Amalfi and was attached to the Benedictine monastery of Sancta 
Maria Latina; Amalfitan merchants in Egypt seem to have secured the necessary 
permission from the caliph. The Amalfitans were not commercially active in Jeru-
salem itself nor did they have a  fondaco  there, 6  but they did support pilgrims at 
Salerno and in Antioch, and they sent subsidies to the Benedictine hospices in 
Jerusalem. They may have hoped to profit from the pilgrim traffic. 7  By 1082 at the 
latest Sancta Maria Latina also had a separate hospice for women. 

 The male hospice had a ‘modest  oratorium ’, an interior altar or chapel, dedi-
cated to Saint John the Almoner, a seventh-century Patriarch of Alexandria. Pan-
taleone, who was the son of Mauro di Pantaleone, the Amalfitan founder of the 
first Jerusalem hospice, had a Latin translation made of the Greek  vita  of John 
the Almoner, who clearly made a very suitable patron for the hospice. 8  This  vita , 
which also existed in Arabic versions, reported the Almoner’s exemplary con-
cern for assistance to the sick, to the poor and to women; for the foundation of 
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