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I

DEDICATION

TO THE

-.fnéaéi&mta a/p Bristod,

A FTER revolving in my mind a
length of time, whofe proteftion I might
folicit for the fubfequent pages, it firikes
me, I may look up with more confidence
to the City I proudly boaft to be a native
of, than to any other quarter.

Permit me, therefore, to trefpafs on your
patience for a fhort fpace, by entreating
your Countenance, and Patronage, to a
faithful and juft account of two voyages
to the inhofpitable Coaft of Africa.—
Chequered throughout with fuch a com.
plication of difafters as I may venture
to affirm have never yet attended any of
my dear Country Women, and fuch as I fin-
cerely hope they never may experience.

1 will



iv DEDICATION.

I will not undertake to promife you
either elegant or modifh dilion; and all
I fhall advance in my favour, is a rigid
adherence to truth, which (without embel.
lifhment) I am perfuaded will meet its juft
reward from the Inhabitants of Briftol ;
whom I truft, will have the goodnefs to
keep in mind the infancy of my pen, that
the recolleftion may ferve for an apology,
fhould they at any time catch me giving
too much fcope to its reins.

May every defcription of happinefs at-
tend the Inhabitants of Briftol, is the
carneft prayer

Of their Townfwoman,
and moft devoted,
and obedient humble Servant,

ANNA MARIA

BRISTOL, August 1794.

PREFACE.



PRETFACE

T, HE Authoress will not imitate a thread-
bare prevailing custom, viz. assure the Pub.
lic, the following letters were written with-
out any design or intention of sending thems
tnto the world ; on the contrary, she can~
didly con’esses having some idea of the kind
when writing them, though her mind was not
Sully made up on the business until towards
the beginning of April,—nay, for some time
before then (from a consciousmess of the ine
ability of her pen) she had alually relin-
quished all thoughts of publishing them, which
determination she certainly would have ad.-
hered to, if her will had mot been over-
ruled by the importunitics of her friends.

do



vi PREFACE.

In her first Voyage, she has given her
reasons for going to Africa, described the
sncidents and occurrences she met with and
(from occular observations) the manners
customs, &c. of the people inhabiting those
Places she visited,— she has also made an hum-
ble attempt to delineate their situations and
qualities, with a superficial History, of the
Peninsula of Sierra Leone and its environs,
which she certainly would have enlarged upon
during her second Voyage, had not Lieu-
tenant Matthews, previous to her returning
to England in 1791, taken the start of her,
by publishing his voyage to that Country ;—
that being the case, it would not only have
been superfluous, but discovering more vanity
than she could wish the World to suppose her
possessed of, had she offered to tread in &
path already iravelled over by such an inge-
nious and masterly pen, to which she begs to
refer the inquisitive reader.

This consideration and this alone, induced
the Authoress to confine the letters of her last
Yoyage principally to the transaitions and pro-

&ress
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gress of a Colony, whose success or downfall
she is persuaded the Inhabitants, at least the
thinking part, of almost every civilized Couns
try, must feel more or less interesied about,
and she is forely afflited to warn the reader
of an unpromising account which could not
be otherwise, unless she had dome violence to
veracity ;—she is well aware Truth is often
unwelcome, and foresees many falls produced
to the World in the course of those letters
will not be acceptable to the ears of num-
bers ; —therefore, in vindication of herself,
she refers the Public to the whole Court
of Direftors of the Sierra Leone Com.
pany, and hopes, if it be in their power,
either severally or colletively, to contradiid
one tittle she has advanced, they will do so
in the most candid manner ;—for the Au-
thoress is open to conviftion, and if con
vifted on this occasiony, she will, with all
due deference, kiss the rod of correétion,

LETTER
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LETTER L

Lonoow, Fan, 5, 1791,

My dear Friend,

THE time draws nigh when I
muft bid adieu to my native land, perhaps
for ever! The thoughts of it damps my
fpirits more than you can imagine, but I
am refolved to fummon all the fortitude
I can, being confcious of meriting the
reproaches of my friends and relations,
for having haftily married as I did con-
trary to their withes, and am determined
rather than be an incumbrance on them,
to accompany my hufband even to the
wilds of Africa, whither he is now bound,
and meet fuch fate as awaits me in pre-
ference to any poffible comfort I could
receive from them.

Mr. Falconbridge is employed by the
St. George’s Bay Company to carry out
fome relief for a number of unfortunate
people, both blacks and whites, whom

Government
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Government fent to the river Sierra
Leone, a few years fince, and who in
confequence of having had fome difpute
with the natives, are fcattered through
the country, and are juft now as I have
been told, in the moft deplorable con-
dition.

He (Mr. Falconbridge) is likewife to
make fome arrangements for colleéting
thofe poor creatures again, and forming
a fettlement which the company have in
contemplation to eftablifh, not only to
ferve them, but to be general]y ufeful
to the natives.

Mr. Falconbridge, his brother Mr, W,
Falconbridge and myfelf, are to em-
bark on board the Duke of Buccleugh,
Captain McLean, a fhip belonging to
Meflrs. John and Alexander Anderfon,
of Philpot Lane; thefe gentlemen I un-
derftand, have a confiderable fattory at a
place called Bance Ifland, fome diftance
up the river Sierra Leone, to which
ifland the fhip is bound.

The company have either fent, or are
to fend out a fmall cutter called the
Lapwing, to meet Mr. F- , on the
coaft, fhe carries the ftores for relieving
the people, &c. This
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This is all the information I can give
you at prefent, refpefing my intended
voyage, but 2s it is aun unulual enter-
prize for an Englith woman, to vifit the
coaft of Africa; and as | have ever
flatered myfelf with poflefling your
friendfhip, you will no doubt like to
hear from me, and I therefore intend
giving you a full and circumftantial ac-
count of every thing that does not ef-
cape mwy nouce, ‘till I rcturn to this
blefs'd land, if it pleafes him who deter-
mines all things, that thould be the cafe
again.

I have this inftant learnt that we fet
off to-morrow for Gravefend, where the
fhip is laying, ready to fail; thould we
put into any port in the channel, I
may probably write you if I am able,
but muft now bid you adieu.

LETTER



LETTER 1L

SriTuEAD, Fan. 12, 1791,

My dear Friend,

CONTRARY winds prevented
us from proceeding direétly out of the
Channel, and made it neceflary to put
into this place. We have been here two
days, but I am told there is an appearance
of the wind changing, and that it is pro-
bable we fhall make the attempt to get
away fome time this day; therefore I
think it beft not to defer performing my
promife of writing to you, leaft we fail,
and I am difappointed.

‘We embarked at Gravefend between
cleven and twelve o’clock, the night after
I wroteyou. Every thing feemed in dread-
ful confufion; but this I underftand is
commonly the cafe on board fhipswhen on
the eve of failing: befides the captain
had feveral friends who came from Lon
don to bid him farewell.

You
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You may guefs that my mind, in fpite
of all the refolution a young girl is ca-
pable of muftering, could not be undif-
turbed ; but I would not give way to any
melancholy refleétions, and endeavoured
to fmother them as often as they intruded;
although I muft confefls they fometimes
caught me off my guard, and my heart
for the moment was ready to burft with
the thoughts of what I had to encounter,
which was pitured to me by almoft every
one in the worft of colours.

However I went to bed, and being
much fatigued, was in hopes every care
would be buried for the night in de-
lightful fleep; but in this I was difap-
pointed, for although my eyes were clofed
as foon as | got my head on the pillow,
yet it was not of long continuance.

I had {flept perbaps two hours, when
the fhocking cries of murder awoke me:
I did not at the inftant recolleét where I
was, but the firft thoughts which occurred
upon remembering myfelf on fhip-board
were, that a gang of pirates had attacked
the fhip, and would put us all to death.

All the cabin was by this time alarmed ;
the cries of murder flill continuing
while



( 14

while the captain and others were loudly
calling for lights; and fo great was the
confufion, that it was a long while before
any could be procured: at length the
light came, when I found myfelf fome
what collefted, and had courage enough
to afk what was the matter.

My fears were removed, by being in-
formed it was a Mr. B , a paflenger,
whofe intelletls were a little deranged:
he continued his difagreeable hideous
cries the whole night, and prevented every
one from fleeping ; for my part I fcarcely
clofed my eyes again.

At breakfaft Mr. B — apologized,
by teiling us that his wife had murdered
his only child, for whkich reafon he had
left her. ¢« And,” faid he, - the horrid
aét! has made fuch an impreflion on my
mind, that 1 frequently think I fee her
all befmeared with blood, with a dagger
in her hand, d<termined to take away my
life alfo: it preys upon my fpirits, for [
want ftrength of mind to conquer the weak-
nefs.”*

Mr.

* I am inclined to think this was only the
imagination of a frantic bruin, for we weire not
able to learn any thing more of the ftory,
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Mr. Alexander Anderfon came on
board, and dined: he politely enquired
if I was comfortable; aflured me, that
every thing had been put on board to
render us as much fo as poflible.

In the evening he returned to town,
and we got under weigh.

Nothing occurred on our paflage here
except {uch frequent returns of Mr. B’s
delirium, as has induced Captain M¢ Lean
to put him on fhore, from the opinion
of his being an unfit fubje@ to go to
the coalt of Africa.

I did not experience any of thofe
fears peculiar to my fex upon the water;
and the only inconvenience 1 found was
a little fea ficknefs, which I had a right
to expeét, for you know this is my firft
voyage.

There is one circumftance, which I
forbode will make the remainder of our
voyage unpleafant.

The gentlemen whom Mr, TFalcon-
bridge is employed by are for abolifh-
ing the {lave trade: the owners of this
vellel are of that trade, and confequently

the
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the Captain and Mr. Falconbridge muft
be very oppofite in their {entiments.

They are always arguing, and both
are warm in their tempers, which makes
me unealy, and induces me to form the
conjettures I do; but perhaps that may
not be the cafe.

I have not been on fhore at Portf-
mouth, indeed it is not a defirable place
to vifit: I was once there, and few peo-
ple have a wifh to fee it a fecond time.

The only thing that has attrafted my
notice in the harbour, is the fleet with
the convifls for Botany Bay, which are
wind bound, as well as ourfelves.

The deftiny of fuch numbers of my
fellow creatures has made what I expett
to encounter, fet lighter upon my mind
than it ever did before; nay, nothing
could have operated a reconciliation fo
cffeCually ; for as the human heart is
more fulceptible of diftrefls conveyed
by the eye, than when reprefented by
language however ingenuoufly piétured
with mifery, fo the fight of thofe un-
fortunate beings, and the thoughts of
what they are to endure, have worked

more forcibly on my feelings than all
the
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the accounts I ever read or heard of
wretchednefs before.

I muft clofe this which is the laft, in
all probability, you will receive from me,
"till my arrival in Africa; when, if an op-
portunity offers, I fhall make a point of

writing to you.

Pray do not let diftance or abfence blot
out the recollettion of her,

Who is truly your's.

LETTER



LETTER IIIL

Bance Istanp, Feb. 10, 1791

My dear Friend,

V \’ E failed the very day I wrote
you from Portfmouth, and our paflage
was unufually quick, being only eighteen
days from thence to this place.

The novelty. of a fhip ploughing the
tracklefs ocean, in a few days became
quite familiar to me; there was fuch a
famenefs in every thing (for fome birds
were all we faw the whole way) that I
found the voyage tirefome, notwithftand-
ing the fhortnefs of it.

You will readily believe my heart was
gladdened at the fight of the mountains
of Sierra Leone, which was the land
we firft made,

Thofe mountains appear to rife gra-
dually from the fea to a ftupendous height,
richly wooded and beautifully ornamented

by
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by the hand of nature, with a variety of
delightful profpeéls.

I was vaftly pleafed while failing up
the river, for the rapidity of the fhip
through the water afforded a courfe of
new fcenery almoft every moment, till we
caft anchor here: Now and then I faw
the glimpfc of a native town, but from
the diftance and new objefts haflily
catching my eye, was not able to form
a judgment or idea of any of them;
but this will be no lofs, as I may have
frequent opportunitics of vifiting fome
of them hereafter.

As foon as our anchor was dropped,
Captain M¢© Lean faluted Bance Ifland
with feven guns, which not being re-
turned I enquired the caufe, and was
told that the laft thme the Duke of
Buccleugh came out, fhe, as is cultomary,
faluted, and on the fort returning the
compliment, a wad was drove by the
force of the fea breeze upon the roof
of one of the houfes (which was then
of thatch) fet fire to the building, and
confumed not only the houfe but goods
to a large amount.

When the ceremony of fuluting was
over, Captain M< Lean and Mr. W. Fal-
conbridge
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conbridge went on fhore; but it being late
in the evening, I continued on board
‘till next day.

Here we met the Lapwing cutter. She
failed fome time before us from Europe,
and had been arrived two or three weeks.

The mafter of her, and feveral of
the people to whofe affiflance Mr. Fal-
conbridge is come, and who had taken
refuge here, came to vifit us.

They reprefented their fufferings to
have been very great; that they had been
treacheroufly dealt with by one King
Jemmy, who had drove them away
from the ground they occupicd, burnt
their houfes, and otherwife devefled them
of every comfort and neceflary of life;
they alfo threw out fome refle€tions againit
the Agent of thisifland; faid he had fold
feveral of their fellow fufferers to a
Frenchman, who had taken them to the
Weft Indies.

Mr. Falconbridge, however, was not
the leaft inclined to give entire con-
fidence to what they told us; but pru-
dently fufpended his opinion until he
had made further enquiries,

Thole
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Thofe vifitors being gone, we retired
to bed—I cannot fay to reft; the heat

was fo exceflive that 1 f{carcely flept at
all.

The following day we received a po-
lite invitation to dine on fhore, which I
did not objeét to, although harafled for
want of fleep the night before.

At dinner the converfation turned
upon the flave trade: Mr. Falconbridge,
zealous for the caufe in which he is
engaged, ftrenuoufly oppofed every ar-
gument his opponents advanced in favour
of the abominable trade: the glafs went
brifkly round, and the gentlemen growing
warm, I retired immediately as the cloath
was removed.

The people on the ifland crowded to
fee me; they gazed with apparent af-
tonitfhment—1I fuppofe at my drefs, for
white women could not be a novelty to
them, as there were feveral among the
unhappy people fent out here by govern-
ment, one of whom is now upon the
ifland,

Seeing fo many of my own fex, though
of different complexions from myfelf, at-
tired in their native garbs, was a fcene

equally
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equally new to me, and my delicacy, I
confefs, was not a little hurt at times.

Many among them appeared of fu-
perior rank, at leaft I concluded fo from
the preferable way in which they were
clad; nor was 1 wrong in my conjetture,
for upon enquiring who they were, was
informed one was the woman or mistress
of Mr. — —, anothier of Mr. B , and
fo on: I then underftood that every gen-
tleman on the ifland had his lady.

While 1 was thus entertaining myfelf
with my new acquaintances, two or three
of the gentlemen left their wine and
joined me ; among them was Mr. B——,
the agent ; he in a very friendly manner
begged I would take a bed on fhore.

I thanked him, and faid, if agreeable
to Mr. Falconbridge, I would have no
objettion: however, Falconbridge ob-
jetted, and gave me for reafon that he
had been unhandfomely treated, and was
determined to go on board the Lapwing,
for he would not fubjett himfelf to any
obligation to men pofleffing fuch diabo-
lical fentiments,
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It was not proper for me to contra-
di& him at this moment, as the heat of
argument and the influence of an over
portion of wine had quickened and dis-
concerted his temper; 1 therefore fub-
mitted without making any objection to
come on board this tub of a vellel, which
in point of fize and cleanlinefs, comes
nigher a hog-trough than any thing elfe
you can imagine.

Though I refolved to remonfirate the
firft feafonable opportunity, and to point
out the likelihood of endangering my
health, fhould he perfit to keep me in
fo confined a place.

This remonftrance I made the next
morning, after pafling a night of torment,
but to no purpofe; the only confolation
1 got was,—as foon as the fettlers could
be colletted, he would have a houfe built
on fhore, where they were to be fixed.

I honeftly own my original refolutions
of firmnefs was now warped at what I
forefaw 1 was doomed to fuffer, by be-
ing imprifoned, for God knows how long,
in a place fo dilgufling as this was, in
my opinion, at that time,

Conceive
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Conceive yourfelf pent up in a floating
tage, without room either to walk about,
ftand ereft, or even to lay at length;
expofed to the inclemzncy of the weather,
having your eyes and ears momently of
fended by atls of indecency, and language
too horrible to relate—add to this a com-
plication of filth, the ftench from which
was continually affailing your nofe, and
then you will have a faint notion of the
Lapwing Cutter.

However, upon colle&ting myfelf, and
recolle€ting there was no remedy but to
make the beft of my fituation, I begged
the mafter (who flept upon deck in con-
fequence of my coming on board) to have
the cabin thoroughly cleaned and wathed
with vinegar; intreated Falconbridge to
let me go on fhore while it was doing,
and hinted at the indecencies I faw and
heard, and was ptomifed they would be
prevented in future,

With thefe aflurances I went on fhore,
not a little elated at the reprieve I was
to enjoy for a few hours.

The gentlemen received me with every
mark of attention and civility ; indeed,

I mult be wanting in fenfibility, if my heart
did
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did not warm with gratitude to Meffrs.
Ballingall and Tilly, for their kindnefles
to me: the latter gentleman I am in-
formed will fucceed to the agency of the
ifland; he is a genteel young man, and
T am told, very defervedly, a favourite with
his employers,

Mr. Falconbridge this day fent a mef-
fage to Elliotte Griffiths, the fecretary of
Naimbana, who is the King of Sierra Le-
one, acquainting him with the purport of
his miffion, and begging to know when he
may be honored with an audience of Ais
Majesty.

In the evening he received an anfwer,
of which the following is a copy :

Roeana Town.

KING Naimbana’s compliments to
Mr. Falconbridge, and will be glad to fee
him to-morrow,

(Signed)
A. E. GrirriTHS, Sec,

Such an immediate anfwer from a King,
I confidered a favorable omen, and a mark

of



