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Foreword

Shalini Singh’s research has always sought to fill in the gaps in academic work
on tourism. In this eclectic collection, she has edited a volume of amazing vari-
ety. This time her focus is on the neglected area of domestic tourism, in general,
and Asian domestic tourism, in particular.

Tourism as a field of academic enquiry blossomed with mass international
tourism in the 1960s when wide-bodied jets made travel affordable for
millions. Overlooked even then was the fact that for countries as different as
the US and India most of the tourism was domestic. Moreover, the issues
surrounding international tourism were primarily economic: the impact on the
balance of trade; foreign exchange leakage; the ability of international tourists
to make viable the attractions of the host country; and, of course, the multiplier
effect and the impact of international travelers on employment.

While disciplines other than economics would take up the study of tourism
and come to recognize its more problematic impacts, the focus remained on
what international tourists were doing to, and for, the host nation and the
impact of policy. Although pilgrimages, business travel and special events are
acknowledged to have their share of domestic tourists, government planning
and academic study have remained fixed on the international traveler. This is
especially the case of Asian tourism, where attention is focused on tourists
from European and North American countries.

This collection not only explicitly concentrates on domestic tourism in
Asia, it also explores in breathtaking complexity the variety of motivations and
types of forms this travel has assumed.

Undoubtedly, domestic tourism has been facilitated by the growing afflu-
ence in the region; but as these chapters demonstrate, domestic tourism in Asia
has been neglected and overlooked in poorer nations because of the narrow
stereotypical notions of what constitutes tourism and how even the impover-
ished may participate as visitors. Even ten years ago most researchers could not
have imagined domestic tourism in Mongolia or Cambodia. The tiny land
masses of Hong Kong or Singapore would have made us doubt the feasibility
of their citizens escaping their urban environments by ‘hill-walking’ or the
construction of artificial retreats from the city. This volume illustrates the
incredible richness and variety that domestic tourism can take.

Singh has brought together an impressive array of scholars who use a wide
range of methodologies to probe these divergences. This book is certain to
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encourage greater research into this overlooked and rapidly developing
phenomenon. One can expect further research in Asia, as well as the use of
many of the techniques employed in this work to be employed in studies of
other regions.

Moreover, future research — in part thanks to this book — can be expected
to go beyond domestic tourism to the study of the increasing numbers of
tourists who will be both domestic travelers and international tourists.

Ultimately, a healthy global tourism industry in the 21st century will be one
that affords the citizen an opportunity to explore the sacred and the secular
attractions within their own country, and the affluence to put those experi-
ences in context through travel abroad.

Linda K. Richter

Professor Emerita in Political Science
Ransas State University, US

January 2009



Preface

Reflections of my school days enliven a sense of excited impatience. As the
seasonal two-month closure drew nigh, the hot and dusty Indian summers
would make it unbearable to follow the disciplining regimens of school sched-
ules. But the weather could not detract from family travel plans or dampen our
spirits. Almost everyone was ‘going somewhere’ — and if not, then they must be
staying behind to host their visitors. Some had cleverly intertwined hosting
with guest-ships in an itinerary ideally suited to their kind of extended ‘family’
of friends and relatives who need to be ‘touched’, if not rounded up at a single
rendezvous.

My eatly-age travels were invariably consecrated to family holidays — jour-
neying with family to relatives and friends or joining relatives on their
homeward journeys. Their everyday locales converted into my tourism periph-
ery, endowed with a seasonal second home and local-area amenities and
attractions — iconic and commonplace, and relished by residents and visitors
alike. Travelling to these places was no less a delight: the Indian railways served
up a recreational travel and sightseeing itinerary. In particular, I nostalgically
remember the ‘toy’ trains that would chug visitors and locals to and from
Himalayan towns. Off we went to meet, visit, picnic and savour the change of
place, make new friends and partake in the life and living of our hosts. These
childhood travels are so vividly etched that I am perpetually grateful to my
parents and our gamut of friends and relatives for all the fun we had back then.

Our early schooling years graduated into university life, during which
family travels began to space out. Occasionally, these were interspersed with
student group travels and tours. Now we travelled in larger numbers and
farther away from friends and relatives. Despite the large group size, responsi-
bilities and accountabilities imperceptibly crept into our experiences in strange
ways. In the company of same-age fellow travellers, there is a tendency to nego-
tiate and re-negotiate mutual compatibilities, both within and outside the
collective. A brief list of warnings (actually ‘don’ts’ and penalties) formed our
guiding principles. Straying away from these was an individual choice and
brought potential disrepute for the trespasser. I am grateful to my springtime
mentors for such precious learning opportunities.

Ironically, my quest for ‘life’ brought me to the Centre for Tourism
Research and Development in Lucknow, India — a literal waterhole for tourism
students. Here, I could acquaint myself with the wisdom of subject experts.
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While, for the most part, I fell in line with their assertions, I often wondered
what the ‘fuss’ over tourists and tourism was all about. In my minimal travel
experiences, I could not recall any explicit commotion over places and people.
It had been so simple. A sense of mutual respect and responsibility had always
been my travel mantra, and I wore this talisman to academic conferences,
nationally and internationally. The centre became my Mecca, where I was
fulfilled by the exchanges on our own travels as well as by the readings. I
continue to cherish those times and bonds established.

Budget, more than time, permitted international travel to conferences in
Asian countries with relative affordability. On these occasions, I began to real-
ize the raison d’étre of the fuss over the ‘make-believe’ world of tourists and
tourism. Reflecting back on my own travel experiences in my home country
(India), T wondered if I had really been a ‘tourist’ in the literal sense of the
word. I realize that although my in-country travels and visits were ‘ordinary’
trips, the getaways were not only a refreshing change, but also economically
budgeted enriching times, which were spatially and temporally suited to my
needs.

Now I live and work far from home and country, in Canada. During the
summer months, I make my annual pilgrimage to my home in India. My stay
in India (approximately three months) is interspersed with research-related
travel and work, conference travel, and visits to friends and relatives, besides
some family time. All of these engagements are recreative and enjoyable. It is
always nice to return home after being away for some time.

On my recent return to Canada, the immigration official enquired after my
destination and purpose for leaving the country, while scrutinizing my travel
documents. My spontaneous response was: ‘I was in India — I was “visiting”
home.” Immediately, the officer demanded to know what I was doing in
Canada. I paused before replying: ‘I live and work in Canada — I have a home
here too!” My Indian passport and my Canadian residency card validated my
claims of dual residency. This makes me wonder if I qualify as a domestic
tourist in both or either countries.
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This book is inspired by my continuing bewilderment with the phenomenon of
tourism. Despite the wealth of literature available on the subject, we seem to
be missing a critical link — that of resident travels in one’s own country. Two
separate events have prompted this title. First, having completed an edited
volume on Tourism in Destination Communities (CAB International, 2003), I
realized that although the book strongly pleads and argues for a community
orientation, specifically in regard to resident in-country leisure migrations, its
purpose is defeated by the lack of our understanding of this aspect of tourism.
Second, while co-editing a special issue of Towurism Recreation Research on
domestic tourism in Asia in 2004, we were confronted with problems that
could dampen the spirits of even the most impassioned. These crises led me to
question whether there is any such thing as domestic tourism. However, having
made a contribution to this themed edition, I realized that this arena was an
un-traversed ‘goldfield’ — in want of attention from courageous explorers.
Since then the idea for an edited book on the theme began to grow upon
me. Before taking the plunge, I sought the advice of professors T. V. Singh and
Erik Cohen, who helped me to chisel the concepts further. The first call
attracted some collaborators and strong appreciation for the proposal. I owe
much to these early responses for strengthening my resolve. Headhunting
fetched better outcomes. Although the soliciting and editing processes have
been trying, there is no room for any complaints. Perhaps it behoves me to
confess my obstinacy on certain accounts: I insisted on adhering to the conven-
tional definition of domestic tourism — the ‘in-country’ travels of ‘resident
populations’. This overly simplistic criterion excluded ‘diasporic’ citizens and
expatriates, regional tourists and other non-resident groups as these could blur
the salience of native tourism. Readers may be disappointed by the absence of
any contributions on or from Middle Eastern and Eurasian countries. Here was
my second subjectivity — that of putting the United Nations World Tourism
Organization (UNWTO) classification to use in order to limit the study region
and, hence, the omission of many of the so-called Asian countries. All possible
measures were made to incorporate as many Asian nations within this book as
possible. Despite all sincere efforts, some ‘legitimate’ countries such as
Thailand, North and South Korea, Pakistan, Indonesia, Fiji, Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal and Maldives sorely failed to be included here.
Throughout this book I intended to explore domestic leisure travel and
holidaying in Asia, asking how different or similar are the vernacular travel
styles and patterns from tourism, in general, and in what ways, if at all, does
domestic tourism and its modern/international counterpart interface in Asian
countries? These queries forced us to dig through historical-geographic
records to generate scenarios from the past. Such a premise posed a genuine
problem as many existing Asian countries have reconfigured political bound-
aries (generating new place names), let alone revolutionized cultures and
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economies. Changes such as these altered my hypothesis to acknowledge that
present-day tourism within Asia constitutes native and nativized elements. The
contents of the book have been arranged in approximate compliance with this
proposition.

This anthology describes our journey amongst the native peoples of Asian
countries. As a result, an exhaustive itinerary must not be expected. But the
volume certainly leads us along some untried paths that open into unchartered
avenues for scholarly pursuit. I look forward to the furtherance of this initia-
tive. For my part, I remain an inveterate sojourning domestic tourist in India.
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Domestic Tourism:
Searching for an Asianic Perspective

Shalini Singh

Introduction

Before tourism emerged as an international phenomenon, leisure jaunts and
recreational travel were invariable adjuncts to people’s way of life and living
(Adler, 1989; Enzensberger, 1996). Most home-grown modes of travel and
tours have more or less retained their popularity. Leisure migrations of pilgrims
and other budget travellers, such as those visiting friends and relatives (VFR)
and the culture, as well as health-seekers, are acknowledged illustrations of in-
country travel practices. In this regard, therefore, the leisure travels of ordinary
natives' within their own country have perpetuated strands of tradition into the
New Millennium. Today, even as new traditions in travel and tourism are being
formed, adopted or adapted, the genius loci continues to modify and determine
suitable genres of tourism that withstand the test of time.

In the language of contemporary tourism, journeys and visits within a
person’s home country are discussed under domestic tourism. Given this
simplistic criterion, and despite the absence of supportive data, domestic
tourism can be assumed to far exceed its international counterpart in most
countries of the world. Yet, from an academic and policy-making perspective,
holiday and leisure travel in one’s own country is, at best, a poor and under-
valued cousin to international tourism — an established fact of all aspiring
economies, and particularly true in the Asian region (Richter, 1989). Indeed,
this is unfortunate since despite the apparent infrastructural and economic
backwardness, domestic tourism is a ubiquitous feature of these countries,
with ample economic and cultural significance. Its lack of visibility to
researchers is questionable and raises a genuine concern for the disciplinary
credibility of tourism (see Michaud, 1991; Hughes, 1992; Alneng, 2002;
Aramberri, 2004; Gladstone, 2005; Young et al, 2007).

Not many scholars in tourism studies have engaged themselves in the
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theme of domestic tourism, whereas relatively more social anthropologists,
social historians and urban planners have all contributed to the field of domes-
tic holiday-making and leisure travel, especially in Western Europe and the US.
The reasons for such a dearth of literature on this subject are usually ascribed
to a paucity of hard and reliable data, which, in turn, reflects deeper issues —
namely, disagreement on a standard set of criteria, complex colloquial termi-
nology and incongruent socio-cultural contexts (see Brown, 1935; Crick,
1989). In essence, diverse cultural entities may present variegated representa-
tions of domestic holidaying and travel. Nonetheless, despite awareness of
scholarly neglect, few tourism academics have ‘braved’ an initiative into this
arena. Some of the earlier known studies on domestic tourism present a
genuine concern for the lacunae (Richter and Richter, 1985; Jafari, 1986;
Hughes, 1992; Pearce, 1996). The few known studies on the topic of domestic
tourism are reported in conjunction with international tourism (see, for exam-
ple, Williams, 1979; Helleiner, 1990), while others may be considered to be
need serving (by way of market studies or to inform policy) (Mitchell, 1969;
Rian, 1969; Williams, 1979; Canadian Tourism Commission, 1996) or region-
ally based (Christaller, 1963; Clawson and Knetsch, 1963; Pigram, 1983;
Verbeke, 1988; Williams and Balaz, 2001). More recently, some tourism jour-
nals have published special issues that have addressed the theme directly
(Annals of Tourism Research, vol 13, 1986; Tourism Recreation Research, vol 29,
2004) or tangentially (e.g. the special issues of the Journal of Tourism Studies on
VER, Tourism on sacred and spiritual travel, and Tourism Recreation Research
on tourism in developing countries — International Geographical Union 1988
papers). A few publications, such as the edited works of Harrison (2001) and
Ghimire (2001), are peripheral attempts on the theme since they typically focus
on the ‘less developed world’ and ‘developing countries’, respectively. A recent
treatise, entitled From: Pilgrimage to Package Tour by David Gladstone (2005)
is an acclaimed contribution to the theme — in which the author justifies the
title in his investigation of the ‘much, much larger universe of (domestic)
tourists’ (Gladstone, 2005, p130) in low-income (also developing world) coun-
tries — namely, India and Mexico. Gladstone’s selection of the two locales
identifies suitable exemplars for the theme. Likewise, any comprehensive study
on domestic tourism would be considered inconclusive without a substantial,
if not major, examination of Asian native holidaying and travel — a critically
salient aspect of Asian tourism. Richter’s exploration of The Politics of Tourism
in Asia (1989) is, indeed, a seminal work in this regard, as it brings into focus
the unique circumstances that characterize the Asian countries. On a smaller
canvas, two separate studies (Kaur, 1985; Singh, 1989) on the Indian Himalaya
are legitimately professed claims on the topic. Most of these studies, particu-
larly Gladstone’s, open up fresh avenues for exploration, as they challenge
existing stagnant discourses in international tourism research.
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Hence, two postulations prompt a comprehensive study on the theme of
domestic tourism in Asia: first, the fact that native tourism in the non-Western
world scarcely abides by the tenets or the language of international tourism
(see Helleiner, 1990; Gladstone, 2005). Second, domestic tourism, particularly
in Asia, is understood to constitute the largest, and most unaddressed, propor-
tion of the tourism ‘iceberg’. The following is an elaboration, however
provisional, on some potential fields for investigation.

Making the case: Domestic tourism in Asia

Travel is one of the most ancient and common aspects of buman life
... how do we justify historically isolating something called tourism
from something that has always existed, as if it were something
unique. (Enzensberger, 1996, p122)

The basic premise to be explored here is that domestic tourism requires an
Asian perspective, which acknowledges that it is typically fulfilled through the
established practices and settings. Furthermore, quite unlike international/
modern tourism that relies heavily on global systems, where researchers refer to
super- and supra-structures as being crucial to its rituals, Asian domestic
tourism seems to have evolved and sustained itself in the absence of heavy
investments and commercialization as being vital to its rituals. Although domes-
tic tourists require transport and safe shelter, their experience often emerges
from the everyday environment of the place visited. Such settings tend to be the
unpretentious by-product of the physical, economic, socio-cultural and political
environment in which people conduct their everyday lives in intuitive ways.
Jafari (1979, p4) refers to such naturally charming, tourismagnetic gifts as back-
ground tourism elements that are ‘plentiful’ and almost ‘free’ because they are
founded on the distinctive character and flavour of place and people.

The ‘natural charms’ of ordinariness is, then, a visible expression and valu-
able source for developing an understanding of the character of the tourism
phenomenon, as expressed through place (location attributes) and the resident
community (community identity and values), together with the impact of the
visitors in their interactions with these dimensions of a place, or vice versa.
Furthermore, not only do the native visitors have the freedom to choose their
leisure style, but the native hosts, too, have the necessary empowerment to
partake of (instead of merely offering) their hospitality in their own terms.
Often, residents can both offer and partake of the hospitality provided for
tourists. For instance, residents and visitors eat in the same restaurants and
enjoy the same space or events and festivities. Mongolia’s Naadam festival
celebration is an interesting example of such sharing (Thompson and
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Matheson, 2008). Such informal exchanges are alien to large-scale interna-
tional tourism and are worth scholarly exploration.

Systems of domestic tourism develop under the influence of various polit-
ical regimes that impart their own quirks, affecting the commercial and
collective provisioning of tours and travelling inhabitants of those countries
(e.g. Lee, 2006; Michaud and Turner, 2006). Native holidaying may oscillate
between or constitute a combination of self-provisioning by way of privately
owned second homes and/or the homes of relatives and friends, and collective
facilities in the public and quasi-public sectors, and the commercial sector,
whether large or small scale. The ‘big picture’ of the range of provisioning and
facilitation brings to light the purpose and approach with which governments
envisage and embrace the phenomenon, both for its nationals and for those
from other countries. Frequently, the quality gap between the provisions for
resident hosts and native guests tends to be lesser than that between the
national hosts and international guests, as envisaged by the governance.
Admittedly, such combinations are all too common regionally and globally.

Another distinguishing feature of domestic tourism is that it displays
people’s ability to negotiate interchanges based on their own value judgements
without getting trapped in the formalized tourism system. This negotiation not
only enables an understanding of the aspirations and traditions of hosts, but
also delineates the changes and continuities in value systems that impart char-
acter to social groups. Involvement and participation of locals in tourism
processes provide the most desirable contexts for the sustainable progress of
people and places.

Finally, the economic viability of holidays and travels among natives is
often more appealing than that of international tourism. Frequently, these not
only eschew mega-investments; more importantly, the monetary exchanges,
however small, occur directly at the grassroots level with the local provider.
These and other socio-cultural, environmental and politico-economic poten-
tials of domestic tourism justify academic investments in this particular topic.

The Asian context

While it must be acknowledged that studying ‘conventionally stylized ways’
(Adler, 1989, p1366) of domestic tourism across continents is acknowledged to
be a Herculean venture of encyclopaedic proportion, a pragmatic approach
dictates a continent-wise handling of the theme. Cochrane’s (2008, pxix)
personal experience of the marvellously complex, challenging and charming
‘way of life in Asia’ is a fair assertion, albeit inconclusive for the purpose.
Subsequently, the choice of the Asian region as a starting point can be argued
for specific reasons, providing as it does an opportunity both for an introduc-
tory overview and for a comparison and contrast between countries.
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Figure 1.1 Political map of Asia

Note: shaded areas indicate countries discussed in this book. Figures in parentheses indicate year of enstatement to
current political status.

Source: Shalini Singh

First, the region is home to the largest proportion of the world’s population (60
per cent) (see Table 1.1). With more than 4 billion Asians, the difficulty is not
in justifying the importance of resident travel within their respective countries,
but in ascertaining travel data with precision. A large proportion of this popu-
lation constitutes the ‘broad and stable middle class’ (Gilley, cited in Li, 2006,
p80), who are reckoned as a major force in the socio-cultural, economic and
political evolution of the Asian nations. In China, this category accounts for
almost 68 per cent of the population, while in India they constitute nearly one
third of the total population. The Asian middle class are professionals, intellec-
tuals and salaried workers who uphold values and goals that are founded on
rationality, so that these equip them with strong material as well as cultural
interests (Rose, 1997). These qualities prod them to question both capitalism
and arbitrary authority as they strive for meaningful, fair, orderly and justified
social norms that are made public through various social movement initiatives,
and as such bring hope for the future.
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Table 1.1 Selected Asian countries: Current population size

Country Population
1 People’s Republic of China (mainland) 1,322,597,000
2 India 1,131,043,000
3 Indonesia 231,627,000
4 Pakistan 161,998,000
5 Bangladesh 158,665,000
6 Japan 127,718,000
7 Philippines 88,706,300
8 Vietnam 87,375,000
9 Thailand 62,828,706
10 Burma 48,798,000
" South Korea 48,512,000
12 Nepal 28,196,000
13 Malaysia 27,544,000
14 North Korea 23,790,000
15 Taiwan 22,935,000
16 Sri Lanka 19,299,000
17 Kazakhstan 15,422,000
18 Cambodia 14,444,000
19 Hong Kong 7,206,000
20 Laos 5,859,000
21 Kyrgyzstan 5,317,000
22 Singapore 4,436,000
23 Mongolia 2,629,000
24 Bhutan 658,000
25 Macau 481,000
26 Maldives 306,000

Source: Population and Development in the UN System, www.un.org/esa/population/index.html

Second, the region enjoys a distinctive reputation for its geophysical, socio-
cultural, economic, historical and political attributes. Geographically, Asia is
not only the largest continent, but is also endowed with the highest peaks,
coldest deserts, broadest mountain ranges and a very extensive coastline (see
Figure 1.2). More important still is the exuberance of Asia’s historical and
cultural diversity, socio-political mosaic and economic heterogeneity. Each of
its countries is a compendium of numerous languages, dialects and ways of life.
Although the Asian region is home to the two oldest civilizations — Indus Valley
and Huang He — many of its countries share a common political history of
European colonialism. The region’s colonial history is a significant benchmark
in its tourism history, especially in regard to the hill stations of the British Raj,
the seaside/beach resorts of Cambodia, Vietnam, Japan and even China. The
entire region thus boasts of ancient and recent patrimonies of living and
historic significance (see Tables 1.2 to 1.4).
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Figure 1.2 Asia: Major physiographic features

Source: Shalini Singh
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Table 1.2 Selected Asian countries: Glossary of former names with year of change

Previous name Year Current name
Persian Empire 1935 Republic of Iran
Siam 1939 Kingdom of Thailand
Republic of Formosa 1945  Taiwan
Dutch East Indies 1949 Republic of Indonesia
French Indo-China 1949 Socialist Republic of Vietnam
Malaya, Sabah, Sarawak and Singapore 1963 Malaysia
East Pakistan 1971 People’s Republic of Bangladesh
West Pakistan 1971 Republic of Pakistan
Ceylon 1972 Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
Democratic Kampuchea 1975 Kingdom of Cambodia
Burma 1989 Union of Myanmar
Kirghizia (USSR) 1991 Republic of Kyrgyzstan

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asia#Country_name_changes
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Table 1.3 Selected Asian countries: Glossary of vernacular names

Common name

Vernacular name

People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Kingdom of Bhutan

Burma (also Union of Myanmar)
Kingdom of Cambodia

People’s Republic of China
Republic of India

Indonesia

Japan

Kazakhastan

Kyrgyzstan

Laos, PDR

Maldives

Mongolia

Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal
North Korea

Islamic Republic of Pakistan
Republic of the Philippines
South Korea

Taiwan (also Republic of China)
Kingdom of Thailand

Socialist Republic of Vietnam

Gonoprojatontri Bangladesh

Druk Yul or Dru Gékhap

Pyi-daung-zu Myan-ma Naing-ngan-daw
Preah Réachéanachakr Kadmplchea
Zhénghua Rénmin Gonghégud

Bharat Ganarajya

Republik Indonesia

Nihon-koku

Qazagstan Respublikas

Kyrgyz Respublikasi

Sathalanalat Paxathipatai Paxaxon Lao
Divehi Rajje ge Jumhuriyya

Mongol uls

Sanghiya Loktantrik Ganatantra Nepal
Choson Minjujudi Inmin Konghwaguk
Islami Jumhdriyah Pakistan

Republika ng Pilipinas

Daehanminguk

Jhonghud Mingué

Ratcha Anachak Thai

Cong hoa xa hgi chu nghia Viét Nam

Note: some countries such as the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Macau (SAR), Hong Kong

(SAR) and Singapore are not distinctly identified in their vernacular language.

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asia

Table 1.4 Selected Asian countries: Current political status

Country Since Country Since
Japan 660 BC Macau 1949
Mongolia 1206 India 1950
The Philippines 1521 Cambodia 1953
Nepal 1768 Malaysia 1963
Bhutan 1907 Maldives 1965
Indonesia 1945 Singapore 1965
Pakistan 1947 Bangladesh 1971
Korea 1948 Sri Lanka 1972
Laos 1949 Kyrgyzstan 1991
People’s Republic of China 1949 Kazakhastan 1991
Taiwan 1949 Hong Kong 1997

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asia
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