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Preface

This edition of the book comes at a time of significant change—change in the practices
and viability of the airline industry and in the law that governs carriage of both passengers
and goods by air. The Warsaw Convention of 1929, as amended subsequently, has been
replaced in many countries by the Montreal Convention 1999. The Montreal Convention
came into force in the UK in June 2004—well after the publication of the first edition of
this book in 2002. This edition of the book focuses principally on the Montreal Conven-
tion. However, as litigation governed by (versions of) the Warsaw Convention is still
coming through, the book also deals with the last version of that Convention in force in
the UK.1 Moreover, Chapter 2 grapples with the impact of EC Directives.

The main changes to be undertaken were easier to identify than to execute. In central parts
of that task I have been greatly assisted as regards content by George Leloudas of Gates
& Partners and as regards production by the publisher’s staff, notably Chris Betney. To
them I am duly grateful.

Malcolm Clarke
St John’s College, Cambridge

October 2010

1. Further, it is likely that certain provisions of the Montreal Convention (MC) will be influenced by opinion
on the Warsaw Convention (WSC). Where MC provisions are substantially the same as those in WSC, courts
in the US have “routinely relied” on previous decisions on WSC: Tompkins 34 Air & Space L 420, 422
(2009).

v
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