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Developing Writing Skills in Arabic is specifically designed for upper-intermediate to
advanced students who need to write Arabic for personal, professional and academic
purposes.

Making use of reading comprehension, analysis of stylistic devices, a functional
approach to grammar and well-graded exercises, the book exposes the student to a
wide variety of styles and register. Each chapter starts with a passive approach by
letting the students analyze and discuss a sample text in the genre. It then moves on
to a productive approach by expanding vocabulary, practicing using stylistic devices,
studying grammar points pertinent to the main linguistic function of the chapter, and
concludes with writing short and long compositions, both guided and free.

The following writing styles and genres are covered:

e Personal writing — greetings, congratulating, condolences, social and family
contact

e Professional writing — advertising, applying to a school, writing a résumé

e Giving instructions — notes, directions, recipes, technical instructions

e Description and comparison — objects and places, people and characters

e Narration — events and stories, autobiographies, biographies and diaries

e Academic writing — stating an idea, explaining hypothesis, providing examples,
facts and data.

Written by an experienced teacher of Arabic and trialled with non-native students of
Arabic, Developing Writing Skills in Arabic is the ideal resource to help students write
clearly, coherently and appropriately in a variety of contexts.

Taoufik Ben Amor is Gordon Gray Jr. Senior Lecturer in Arabic Studies at Columbia
University.
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To my students,
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Following the ACTFL Guidelines, Developing Writing Skills in Arabic aims at increasing
the advanced student’s fluency and accuracy through composition for personal, profes-
sional, and academic purposes. The student will learn to write all forms of composition
(cards, notes, announcements, résumés, letters, articles, papers, etc.) fulfilling the
various functions of writing (congratulating, offering condolences, giving instructions,
describing, narrating, arguing, etc.). The student will practice reading, vocabulary, gram-
mar or writing within the unit of a paragraph and text.

Through reading comprehension, analysis of stylistic devices (such as connectors,
idiomatic expressions, linguistic formulae, and collocation), a functional approach to
vocabulary and grammar, well-graded exercises (from receptive, to semi-productive,
to productive), this textbook aims at exposing and sensitizing students to the gamut
of style and register, which varies according to the form and function of writing.

Each chapter follows a two-step method: first, receptive then productive. In the first
phase, the student reads one or two authentic model texts or excerpts from texts,
engages in comprehension, discussion, extracting vocabulary, and analyzing stylistic
devices. In the second stage, the student expands vocabulary, practices using stylistic
devices, studies grammar points pertinent to the main linguistic function of the chap-
ter, and concludes by writing one or two compositions. Thus, although this textbook’s
main focus is on writing, it does not neglect to activate and integrate other skills,
especially reading, speaking, and culture.

This book is designed to be used with upper intermediate and advanced students
in an academic course, with a tutor or individually. It is ideal for a three- or four-credit
course, which meets for three to four hours a week over a standard 12-14 week
academic semester. The contact hours suggested should range between 40 to 60 in
addition to 80-120 hours for homework and preparation. The book includes 6 units,
each containing one to three lessons. The units progress in the number of contact
hours they require from 3 to 12.

¥



Introduction

Pedagogical Features

1. Authentic model texts

All texts and excerpts used in this book, with the exception of cases that do not allow
divulging personal or private information, are authentic and rich in cultural content.
They range from cards, letters, and excerpts from short stories, to academic essays
published in periodicals and books. They come from various parts of the Arab world
and extend over a long period of time. These selections have been tried and tested in
class for many years.

2. Real contexts and tasks

All content, exercises, and compositions aim at fulfilling real linguistic functions pertin-
ent to the student’s personal, academic, and professional needs. Students speak, read,
and write on actual topics that are central to Arab cultures. Effort has been made to
ensure this aspect not only in the choice of texts or composition topics, but also in all
exercises and examples.

3. Two-step process (from receptive to productive)

Each chapter follows a gradual move from receptive to productive skills. The first phase
focuses on analyzing and understanding a model text, then, through practice, allowing
the student to master vocabulary, grammar, and stylistic devices necessary for produc-
tion. In the second phase, the students are instructed to produce short and long
compositions fulfilling the linguistic function or functions of the chapter.

4, Spiraling increase in difficulty and graded tasks

Both within each chapter and from one chapter to another, there is a gradual increase
in difficulty. This applies to linguistic functions (starting with easier forms, such as cards
and letters and moving toward argumentative essays), content of the sample texts,
length and difficulty of exercises and compositions.

5. Stylistic features

Style remains the most illusive of subjects to learn and teach. It is the complex sum
of several lexical, grammatical, and cultural components and choices in addition to the
individual voice of the writer, the context of time, place, purpose, literary canon, and cul-
tural aesthetic. However, some elements of style can be defined through reading good
sample texts, analyzing these elements, then practicing writing with them. Stylistic
aspects such as choice of tense, verbal or nominal sentences, verb patterns, connectors,
elements of textual cohesion, idiomatic expressions, collocations, inter-textuality, etc.
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are essential building blocks of good writing. Consequently, each lesson contains a
section on stylistic devices extracted from the main text with exercises as well as a
second section, which expands on these. Grammar sections also go beyond the strict
notion of syntax and morphology to include rhetorical devices. This ensures a bridging
between grammar and style.

6. Functional grammar

Although this textbook covers an extensive number of grammar points, it is not a
grammar book. It strives to integrate grammar in a new functional way that goes hand
in hand with style and the objectives of each unit. For example, when learning the
linguistic function of comparison, students will review the comparative, superlative, and
the tamyiz of comparison as essential elements of style and will be instructed to use
them in their compositions. In addition, it tries to take advantage of old established
ways of presenting and teaching grammar that emanates from the Arab tradition. This
approach not only treats grammar points comprehensively, but also recognizes com-
plexity and exceptions, and integrates rhetoric as well as semantics. The book, however,
assumes that most of these grammar points have been covered in one way or another
by the students and thus emphasizes reviewing. Consequently, there are not many
drills in the book. Instead, practice is ensured within the context of a paragraph and
the focus is placed on making sure that students use the grammar structures in their
compositions.

7. Functional vocabhulary expansion

Two types of vocabulary lists are provided in each lesson. The first list focuses on key
vocabulary in the main text. This list does not aim at covering all new vocabulary in
the text, and encourages the student to use the dictionary. Based on the text, the
students will be assigned tasks aimed at expanding their vocabulary through finding
synonyms, antonyms, exploring a semantic field, comparing verb patterns, etc. The
second is an extensive list of vocabulary and key expressions pertinent to the function
at hand. For example, when learning the function of comparing, the students will be
provided with key words denoting similarity, difference, and contrast. The chapters are
graded in such a way that students will incorporate vocabulary from previous lessons
into the current one. For example, the chapter on comparison follows the one on de-
scription, and the vocabulary of the latter builds on that of the former. Students are
consistently asked to use a specific number of words and expressions in their writing
assignments and to underline them so as to foster their assimilation through conscious
use of the language.

The lists of vocabulary, expressions, and the exercises following them might seem
lengthy and time-consuming. This exhaustive approach, however, has specific peda-
gogical reasons behind it. Students at the advanced level should develop their fluency
and precision at the same time, which is not possible without having the ability to
select from a wide range the right lexemes and idioms appropriate for the specific
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