


The ‘knowledge agenda’ has become a central part of the discourse of developing
societies as well as advanced economies. Governments and international organi-
sations devote considerable financial resources to both in-house and contracted
research. This volume provides a coherent examination of policy thinking and
institutional practice on the questions of how, why and to what extent research
informs policy in the field of international development. 

Drawn from think tanks, academia and development agencies, the contributors
provide case histories of how research projects have informed local, national and
global policy. They also investigate how development agencies have promoted the
development potential of research, and outline various methods and techniques of
policy entrepreneurship. Providing an analysis of thinking and practice in this
topic, the book explores three key elements:

● The role of knowledge and ideas in development policy
● Case studies of projects bridging research and policy-making at the

International Development Research Centre (IDRC) in Canada, the Overseas
Development Institute (ODI) and the Washington, DC-based International
Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI)

● The intersection of research and policy communities with case studies on
Africa, South Asia and Hungary

Global Knowledge Networks and International Development will interest stu-
dents, researchers and policy-makers concerned with global policy, global
governance and development.

Diane Stone is Marie Curie Chair and Head of the Public Policy Programme at
the Central European University, Hungary. Simon Maxwell is Director of the
Overseas Development Institute, the UK’s leading independent think tank on
international development and humanitarian policy.
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A transnational ‘community of practice’ has emerged over the past decade, inter-
ested in the most effective use of research, data and analysis in the formation of
policy. The contributors to this volume are part of the community. Drawn from think
tanks, universities and development agencies, they share not only an interest in
research and its intellectual attractions, but also a passion for putting research to its
best use. 

The papers are innovative in this respect. They provide a coherent examination
of policy thinking and institutional practice across national boundaries, on the
questions of how, why and to what extent research informs policy in the field of
international development. Making strong links between research and policy is
far from straightforward when the links cross boundaries: there are problems of
culture and understanding involved, but also problems of power and participation.
The papers do not shy away from these problems. Collectively, they seek to
advance understanding of research, not simply as a global public good, but as a
policy tool of international organisations, development agencies and civil society.

Our thanks go first to the authors of the papers, who have shared their thinking
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responsible for errors, omissions, misrepresentations, elisions and exaggerations.
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Introduction: bridging research and policy

This book is a contribution to the burgeoning literature on bridging research and
policy in international development. The wider literature is concerned with how
research can best influence policy, and conversely with how policy can make bet-
ter use of research. Our particular concern is with policy that applies across
national borders, and with the potential contribution of global knowledge net-
works. 

The case for global policy surely needs no making: global warming, trade,
financial stability, security – these are all examples of global problems that need
global solutions. The role of research in helping to find solutions is, however,
more difficult. What kinds of ideas count in current debates, and whose? What
links exist between research and policy at global level? And what are the account-
abilities? Will global development ‘narratives’ be the exclusive property of rich
and well-connected northern institutions? Or will there be substantive contribu-
tions from all players? That is where networks come in.

Networks can play an important part in helping to create a policy process that
is research rich, inclusive and accountable – at least in theory. Even so, the virtues
of networks are not straightforward. We find that access can be unequal, transac-
tion costs high, and sustainability problematic. This is true even of well-funded
and well-meaning initiatives like those taken by the World Bank. There is a way
forward, but it requires development agencies and actors to think in new ways
about knowledge management.

We will come to that question. However, we need to begin with the more gen-
eral topic of bridging research and policy. This is not straightforward, either. A
linear model, in which careful research leads inexorably to better policy, is widely
derided. As Clay and Schaffer (1984) remark, ‘the whole life of policy is a chaos
of purposes and accidents’ (see also Grindle and Thomas 1991). Alternative pol-
icy models include disjointed incrementalism (Lindblom 1980), the interactive
model (Grindle and Thomas 1991), mixed scanning (Walt 1994), policy as argu-
ment (Juma and Clark 1995) and ideas about the ‘tipping point’ (Gladwell 2000).

Several of the papers here venture into this territory. Clarke and Squire set the
issue in the general context of institutional development and path dependency,
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