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Prioritising Child Health

Prioritisation exists throughout healthcare. Difficult and controversial decisions
are frequently made at national, local and service level, as well as on an individual
basis. However, attention has generally been focused away from the practitioners
and service managers who make day-to-day prioritising decisions in order to
manage their workloads and deliver front-line services.

Focusing on child health contexts, Prioritising Child Health opens up the debate
on prioritisation by individuals and explores the issues surrounding their decisions.
Key aims of the book are:

• to illustrate prioritisation in practice at different stages in the process of client
management 

• to review the process of prioritisation from the viewpoint of a range of
disciplines 

• to develop a new understanding of the process of prioritisation 
• to identify principles of good practice for the child health practitioner. 

Grounded in the reality of everyday life, Prioritising Child Health encourages
readers to make their own judgements about how to prioritise. It will appeal to
professionals working in child health, including speech and language therapists,
occupational therapists and physiotherapists, as well as nurses, doctors and health
visitors. 

Sue Roulstone is Professor of Speech and Language at the University of the 
West of England, Bristol and Co-Director of the Speech and Language Therapy
Research Unit, Frenchay Hospital, North Bristol Trust. 
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To ‘Katherine’, ‘James’ and ‘Thomas’, their parents and families

To the many other families that I have met in practice who
have to fight for resources for the children

And to the practitioners who are struggling against the odds
to provide services.
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