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This engaging collection of recent essays reveals how a professorial 
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Preface

Those attracted to a professorial career are typically 
motivated by enthusiasm for a scholarly discipline. They 
seek to study a subject in depth, then share their thoughts 
with those equally devoted to such exploration.

Certain unavoidable aspects of academia, however, may 
be an unwelcome surprise. First come the tribulations 
of graduate school, second the trials of teaching, and 
third the tensions that develop from membership in a 
department. These facets of academic life are rarely given 
extended treatment, but here they are my focus.

Several years ago, I was encouraged to submit materi-
als to the blog of the APA (American Philosophical 
Association) and, finding the format to my liking, sent 
in numerous posts that, judging by the number of posi-
tive responses, were well received. In this book I have 
reworked these materials into a unified presentation that 
also draws on the following prior works:

Cahn, Steven M., The Eclipse of Excellence: A 
Critique of American Higher Education, Public 
Affairs Press, 1973. Reprinted by Wipf and Stock 
Publishers, 2004.
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